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Quantum low-density parity-check (qLDPC) codes promise low-overhead fault-tolerant quantum
memory, but many leading constructions are naturally defined on periodic lattices, whereas scalable
quantum hardware favors planar architectures with open boundaries. In this work, we develop a general
operator-algebraic framework and computational algorithms for constructing all gapped boundaries and
defects of two-dimensional topological Pauli stabilizer codes. Starting from a truncated bulk code, our
method identifies boundary gauge operators, boundary anyons, and their string operators, and then
constructs microscopic boundary Hamiltonians through anyon condensation and topological-order
completion, thereby eliminating local logical operators near the boundary. We establish a one-to-one
bulk-boundary correspondence between bulk anyons and excitations of the anomalous boundary
subsystem code, enabling fusion rules, topological spins, and braiding statistics to be extracted directly
from the boundary operator algebra. For translation-invariant codes, Laurent-polynomial representations
reduce these tasks to finite matrix computations based on Hermite and Smith normal forms, enabling
automated constructions for Zd qudits of both prime and composite dimension. We demonstrate the
framework on toric, color, double-semion, six-semion, and anomalous three-fermion codes, and apply it to
bivariate bicycle codes, revealing large logical dimensions and unusually long translation periods for
anyon strings. By systematically converting bulk topological data into explicit boundary and defect
Hamiltonians, our framework can serve as a foundation for constructing low-overhead planar qLDPC
codes with open boundaries and for engineering fault-tolerant logical operations.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Quantum low-density parity-check (qLDPC) codes
offer a promising route to reducing the space overhead
of fault-tolerant quantum memory [1–3]. Among the most
experimentally motivated examples, bivariate bicycle (BB)
codes combine high thresholds with low overhead, but are
naturally specified on periodic lattices [4,5]. Scalable
quantum hardware, by contrast, often favors planar layouts
with physical edges [6–10]. Passing from a periodic code
to an open geometry is not a mild change of boundary

conditions: simply truncating stabilizer generators gener-
ally leaves unconstrained boundary degrees of freedom,
can introduce local logical operators, and may alter both
the code distance and the number of encoded qubits. A
systematic microscopic theory of gapped boundaries is
therefore a key missing ingredient for converting periodic
topological qLDPC codes into useful low-overhead pla-
nar codes.
The surface code illustrates why boundaries are more

than an implementation detail. Different boundary con-
ditions determine which anyon strings can terminate
without an energy cost and thereby control the logical
degrees of freedom, code deformations, and available
fault-tolerant operations [6,11–14]. For the toric and color
codes, such boundaries and associated defects have been
designed explicitly. Modern topological qLDPC codes,
however, can have larger unit cells, more complicated
stabilizer patterns, multiple logical sectors, and anyon
strings with long translation periods. In these settings, a

*Contact author: yuanchen@pku.edu.cn
†These authors contributed equally to this work.

Published by the American Physical Society under the terms of
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.
Further distribution of this work must maintain attribution to the
author(s) and the published article's title, journal citation, and
DOI.

PRX QUANTUM 7, 043016 (2026)

2691-3399=26=7(4)=043016(56) 043016-1 Published by the American Physical Society

https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2103-1956
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4778-831X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3383-1946
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8810-9355
https://ror.org/02v51f717
https://ror.org/03vek6s52
https://ror.org/02048n894
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1103/989h-xjqv&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2026-10-23
https://doi.org/10.1103/989h-xjqv
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


boundary cannot in general be inferred from its geometric
shape or obtained by deleting incomplete checks. One
must instead determine all operators compatible with the
truncated bulk, identify the boundary excitations and their
string operators, and synthesize a commuting boundary
Hamiltonian that leaves no residual local logical operator.
At the level of topological quantum field theory, gapped

boundaries of an Abelian topological order are classified
by Lagrangian subgroups—maximal sets of mutually
bosonic anyons that can condense at the boundary [15–
24]. This classification identifies what may condense, but
it does not by itself specify how to realize the condensate
using local commuting stabilizers on a microscopic lattice.
After truncation, the local operators that commute with all
retained bulk stabilizers form a generally noncommuting
boundary gauge algebra, and truncated bulk stabilizers
need not generate this algebra. Moreover, adding string
operators for a chosen condensate does not always restore
the topological-order condition near the edge. Additional
compatible boundary terms may be required to remove
local logical operators, a step that we call topological-
order completion. Previous constructions for the toric
code, color code, and related models establish important
examples [11,13,18,25–28], but they do not provide a
general microscopic algorithm for arbitrary topological
Pauli stabilizer codes.
In this work, we provide such an algorithmic frame-

work. We first formulate Pauli operator algebra directly on
a truncated lattice and show that its boundary gauge
operators define an anomalous ð1þ 1ÞD subsystem code.
We prove a one-to-one correspondence between its boun-
dary anyon types and the anyon types of the ð2þ 1ÞD bulk,
and we show that fusion rules, topological spins, and
braiding statistics can be obtained entirely from boundary
string operators. This result gives a constructive bulk-
boundary correspondence and extends the operator-alge-
braic and holographic perspectives of Refs. [29,30] to
systems with physical boundaries.
For translation-invariant codes, we turn this structure

into finite computation by using Laurent-polynomial repre-
sentations. Hermite-normal-form and Smith-normal-form
calculations identify boundary gauge operators, boun-
dary anyons, their fusion relations, and the associated
string operators for Zd qudits of both prime and compo-
site dimension. Given a Lagrangian subgroup, the algo-
rithm then constructs a microscopic gapped-boundary
Hamiltonian in two stages: boundary anyon condensation
supplies mutually commuting finite string operators, and
topological-order completion saturates the boundary with
additional compatible gauge operators. The completed
Hamiltonian permits precisely the condensed bulk anyons
to terminate at the boundary without an energy penalty.
Repeating the construction for every Lagrangian subgroup
generates all admissible gapped boundaries, while the

same machinery constructs domain walls and defects
through folding. The full workflow is summarized in
Fig. 1. In this way, boundary design is reduced from a
model-specific task to a sequence of algebraic operations
that can be automated on a classical computer.
We demonstrate the framework on the Z2 and Z4 toric

codes, the color code, the double-semion and six-semion
codes, and the anomalous three-fermion code. These
examples test the method across qubits, composite-dimen-
sional qudits, nontrivial secondary boundary gauge oper-
ators, and anomalous subsystem settings. We also apply it
to BB codes [4,5], where boundary synthesis is especially
nontrivial. For the ð3; 3Þ-BB and ð2;−3Þ-BB examples, we
find anyon translation periods of 12 and 1023, respectively,
despite the locality of the bulk stabilizer generators.
For the ð3; 3Þ-BB family, our planar construction on a
12L × 12L square has expected parameters ⟦288L2; 8;
d ¼ 12L −Oð1Þ⟧ (see Sec. V H). This example illustrates
the practical role of the framework: it supplies the
boundary data and microscopic completion needed to turn
periodic qLDPC codes into candidate planar architectures,
while making the resulting locality and overhead tradeoffs
explicit.
Following the initial preprint of this work, two sub-

sequent publications have built on its framework and
results. Reference [31] directly uses the boundary-gauge-
operator and topological-order-completion framework
developed here to construct planar BB codes, and further
introduces lattice-grafting optimization. Reference [32]
also cites the present manuscript and identifies the
⟦288; 8; 12⟧ planar code constructed in Ref. [31] as an
inspiration for its tile-code construction; it develops a
distinct tile-code framework and explores higher-weight
stabilizers and additional code parameters. Thus, the gen-
eral operator-algebraic theory and systematic boundary-
construction algorithms originate in the presentmanuscript,
and these later works build on that foundation to develop
and optimize specific planar-code constructions.
More broadly, our results separate the universal topo-

logical choice of a condensate from the model-dependent
problem of realizing it on a lattice. This separation
provides a systematic foundation for constructing and
optimizing low-overhead planar qLDPC codes with open
boundaries, and for engineering boundary- and defect-
based logical operations in topological stabilizer codes.
The remainder of the paper is organized as follows.

Section II develops the physical picture of boundary gauge
operators, boundary anyons, and gapped-boundary con-
struction. Section III establishes the operator-algebraic
foundations and proves the bulk-boundary correspon-
dence. Section IV presents the Laurent-polynomial algo-
rithms, and Sec. V applies them to the code families
described above. We conclude with implications and open
directions.
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II. PHYSICAL INTUITION AND DESCRIPTION

This section offers a pedagogical overview of general-
ized Pauli operators and Abelian anyon theories within the
stabilizer code formalism, focusing on the microscopic
perspective. Additionally, we extend this framework to
systems with open boundary conditions. We will introduce
boundary gauge operators, which contrast with the bulk
stabilizer operators, and subsequently define boundary
anyons and their corresponding string operators. These
concepts will be crucial for constructing gapped bounda-
ries and defects.

A. Review of bulk anyons in stabilizer formalism

We begin by reviewing the bulk stabilizer code formal-
ism and the microscopic definitions of anyons and topo-
logical data as discussed in Ref. [30]. We first consider the
stabilizer code on an infinite plane with translational
symmetry, which will later be truncated to a finite region
with an open boundary.

Let us recall the standard definitions of d × d general-
ized Pauli matrices for a Zd qudit:

X ¼
X
j∈Zd

jjþ 1ihjj; Z ¼
X
j∈Zd

ωjjjihjj; (1)

where ω is defined as ω ≔ expð2πid Þ. The matrices X and Z
satisfy the commutation relation:

ZX ¼ ωXZ: (2)

For simplicity, we will refer to these as “Pauli”matrices,
using the term as shorthand for “generalized Pauli.”
We begin by considering a local Pauli stabilizer

Hamiltonian on a two-dimensional lattice that satisfies
the topological order (TO) condition [33–37]. This con-
dition requires that any local operator O commuting with
all stabilizers can be written as a product of stabilizers,
O ¼ Q

i∈ J Si for some set J. The TO condition implies the
local indistinguishability of the ground state(s) in a
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FIG. 1. Algorithm for constructing gapped boundaries of a topological generalized Pauli stabilizer code. We begin by truncating an
infinite system and solving for boundary gauge operators that commute with all bulk stabilizers. These boundary gauge operators are
then used to form boundary string operators, which create boundary anyons in the ð1þ 1ÞD subsystem code at their endpoints. Each
boundary anyon has a one-to-one correspondence with a bulk anyon in the ð2þ 1ÞD stabilizer code. The topological spin and braiding
statistics are derived from the commutator of the boundary string operators. Finally, we perform boundary anyon condensation and
topological order completion to construct the gapped boundary Hamiltonian. This Hamiltonian ensures that bosons in the Lagrangian
subgroup can terminate at the boundary without incurring an energy penalty, whereas other anyons must violate the boundary
Hamiltonian.
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stabilizer code, meaning no local operator can distinguish
between them. A stabilizer code satisfying the TO con-
dition is referred to as a topological Pauli stabilizer code,
indicating the presence of topological order. This topo-
logical order is described by unitary modular tensor
categories (UMTCs) [38–44], which characterize the
low-energy excitations. Stabilizer models give rise to
Abelian anyon theories, a subset of UMTCs.
An anyon is defined as a violation of stabilizers on the

lattice [30,45–47]. Given a ground state jΨgsi, which is in
the þ1 eigenstate of all the stabilizers: SijΨgsi ¼ jΨgsi.
However, when a Pauli operatorM is applied to the ground
state, the resulting perturbed state may no longer reside in
the þ1 eigenspace of the stabilizers. Specifically, we have
SiðMjΨgsiÞ ¼ ϕiðMjΨgsiÞ, where ϕi ∈Uð1Þ depends on
the commutation relation between Si and M. This per-
turbed state is characterized by a set of Uð1Þ angles
fϕ1; � � � ;ϕNg, which defines a homomorphism from the
stabilizer group S to Uð1Þ:

ϕ∶ S → Uð1Þ; (3)

where ϕðSiÞ ¼ ϕi.
So far, violations (ϕi ≠ 1) have been described globally

across the entire system. However, locality now plays a
crucial role. If the violated stabilizers are spatially distant,
for example, due to a long string operator M that only
affects stabilizers near its endpoints, we can group the
stabilizers with ϕi ≠ 1 into local patches, as illustrated in
Fig. 2. Each patch represents a local anyon, with ϕi

forming the syndrome pattern. Mathematically, fix a local
generating set fSig consisting of translates of finitely many
stabilizer generators. A local anyon is defined by a
homomorphism ϕ in Eq. (3), with ϕðSiÞ ¼ 1 for all but
finitely many generators in this set, meaning the stabilizer
generators are violated locally [48]. In two-dimensional
topological Pauli stabilizer codes, all anyons can be
generated by (infinite) string operators [35,37,48]. This
property does not hold in higher-dimensional models,
primarily due to the fracton phases of matter [49–56].
Anyon types, also known as superselection sectors, can

be characterized as equivalence classes based on the
equivalence relation defined between anyons v and v0:

v ≔ fϕig ∼ v0 ≔ fϕ0
ig; (4)

if and only if the sets fϕig and fϕ0
ig differ only by local

Pauli operators. In other words, two syndrome patterns v
and v0 are considered equivalent if the pattern v0 can be
obtained from v by applying local Pauli operators. Utilizing
the concept of anyon types, we can explore the fusion rules.
The fusion rules of (Abelian) anyons describe the process of
bringing two anyons, a and b, into close proximity (through
their string operators) and identifying their composite as a
third anyon, c, under the equivalence relation given by
Eq. (4). This fusion rule is denoted by

a × b ¼ c: (5)

Additionally, the topological spin θðaÞ can be calculated
for each anyon a, which determines its exchange statistics
according to the spin-statistics theorem, distinguishing
types such as bosons, fermions, and semions. The T-
junction process, which involves exchanging the positions
of two particles, can be used to determine the topological
spin [57–62]. Consider paths γ̄1, γ̄2, and γ̄3 that converge at
a common endpoint p and are arranged counter-clockwise
around p, as depicted in Fig. 3. The topological spin θðaÞ

FIG. 2. The black dots indicate the locations where stabilizers
act as ϕ (with ϕ ≠ 1) on the state. These syndromes are labeled
as ϕ1, ϕ2, and so forth. When these violated stabilizers are
spatially distant from one another, we group the ϕi into separate
patches, treating each patch as a local anyon. In ð2þ 1ÞD
topological Pauli stabilizer codes, any anyon is generated by a
string operator, which is a product of Pauli matrices along a
string that fails to commute with only a finite number of local
stabilizer generators near its endpoints. The concept of bulk
stabilizer violations can be extended to boundary gauge oper-
ators, as discussed in Sec. II B.

FIG. 3. The exchange statistics, or topological spin, of an
anyon a can be determined using the formula presented in
Eq. (6). In this context, γ̄1, γ̄2, and γ̄3 are oriented paths on the
lattice that intersect at a common point p. The string operators
Wa

1 , ðWa
2Þ†, andWa

3 , corresponding to anyon a and defined along
the paths γ̄1, −γ̄2, and γ̄3, respectively, may not commute. This
noncommutativity results in the exchange statistics θðaÞ.
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for anyon a is calculated using the formula:

Wa
3ðWa

2Þ†Wa
1 ¼ θðaÞWa

1ðWa
2Þ†Wa

3; (6)

where Wa
i represents the string operator moving anyon a

along the path γ̄i. The braiding statistics between two
anyons, a and b, can be derived from their topological
spins as follows:

Bða; bÞ ¼ θða × bÞ
θðaÞθðbÞ : (7)

See Appendix A of Ref. [30] for a detailed derivation.

B. Defining boundary gauge operators, boundary
anyons, and boundary strings

Throughout this manuscript, we assume translation
invariance of the bulk code and along straight boundary
segments, allowing a finite unit cell. We expect that the
framework also applies to general geometries without
translation invariance.
We have thus far reviewed the microscopic definition of

bulk anyons and string operators within the stabilizer code
formalism. We now aim to extend this framework to
systems with open boundaries. Specifically, we will define
boundary anyons and their associated string operators
using the subsystem code formalism.
To proceed, we truncate the square lattice to the left

semi-infinite plane x ≤ 0, as shown in Fig. 2. After
truncation, the bulk stabilizers are all elements of the
original stabilizer group whose resulting support lies
entirely within the retained region. This is the subgroup
SB ¼ S ∩ πP defined in Sec. III. A generator crossing the
cut is discarded, but a finite product of discarded gen-
erators is included if its support outside the retained region
cancels. Thus, when specifying a generating set for the
retained bulk Hamiltonian, such supported products must
also be included whenever they are not generated by the
individually retained checks.
Near the boundary, the TO condition is no longer

satisfied. There exists a local operator that commutes with
all bulk stabilizers but is not necessarily a product of bulk
stabilizers. These operators are referred to as boundary
gauge operators. More precisely, these local operators that
commute with bulk stabilizers, quotiented by bulk stabi-
lizers, form the group G of boundary gauge operators.
Additionally, these operators might not commute with
themselves. The terminology is borrowed from the defi-
nition of subsystem codes, where the gauge operators do
not commute, and their commutants form the stabilizer
group. As a result, the Hilbert space of the boundary theory
becomes anomalous, meaning that only boundary gauge
operators can act on it, and the space lacks a tensor product
structure [63–70]. Since the bulk stabilizers locally satisfy

the TO condition, for any boundary gauge operator, there
is an equivalent operator (by multiplying with bulk
stabilizers) that is supported near the boundary and does
not extend into the bulk. This follows from the cleaning
lemma [36,71]. Therefore, we can assume that all boun-
dary gauge operators are supported within a finite distance
from the boundary.
Anyons in the subsystem code can be defined [71]. We

use the intuition similar to Eq. (3) to define our boundary
anyons and boundary string operators as follows.

Definition 1. A boundary anyon is defined as the local
“syndrome pattern” of boundary gauge operators that
indicates how boundary gauge operators are violated:

φ∶ G → Uð1Þ; (8)

where φ is a homomorphism and φðGiÞ ¼ 1 for all but
finitely many generators in a fixed local generating set
fGig of G, consisting of boundary translations of finitely
many gauge generators.

We will refer to the “syndrome pattern” of the boundary
gauge operators as the gauge violation. In Sec. III, we will
prove the following theorem:

Theorem 1. For any localized gauge violation repre-
sented by a homomorphism φ∶ G → Uð1Þ, there exists an
(infinite) boundary gauge operator Oφ such that φ can be
expressed as

φðGÞ ¼ ½G;Oφ� ≔ GOφG−1O−1
φ ; ∀ G∈G: (9)

Proof. See the discussion following Theorem 15. ▪

This theorem implies that any boundary anyon (gauge
violation of boundary gauge operators) can be created by
an (infinite) boundary gauge operator, as shown in Fig. 2.
This theorem is analogous to the property that anyons in
two dimensions can be created by bulk string operators.
Similar to bulk anyons, we can categorize boundary

anyons into different equivalence classes (anyon types):

Definition 2. Two boundary anyons are equivalent if
their syndrome patterns differ by a local boundary gauge
operator.

Note that previously, bulk anyons were considered
equivalent if they differed by the syndrome of a local
Pauli operator. Here, we are only allowed to apply a
boundary gauge operator since we need to ensure that the
bulk stabilizers are never violated (only boundary gauge
operators can be violated). Next, we define boundary string
operators:

Definition 3. A boundary string operator along a
boundary segment is a product of boundary gauge
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operators in the neighborhood of this segment that creates
boundary anyons at its endpoints.

A boundary string operator does not violate bulk
stabilizers and only fails to commute with boundary gauge
operators at its endpoints. From the definitions above, a
nontrivial boundary anyon is created by an infinite
operator. Without loss of generality, we can assume a
boundary anyon is created by a semi-infinite boun-
dary string operator, containing boundary gauge oper-
ators only on one side of the anyon location.1 First,
we can show that boundary anyons are mobile along
the boundary:

Lemma 2. (Mobility of boundary anyons along the
boundary). Given a boundary anyon at a vertex v∂, which
is the endpoint of a semi-infinite boundary string operator,
this string operator can be adjusted locally to end at
another vertex v0∂ far from v∂, such that it only violates
boundary gauge operators around v0∂. In other words, we
can apply a finite string operator to move the anyon from
v∂ to another vertex v0∂.

Given a semi-infinite string, it is evident that the
boundary anyon can move in the direction of the string
by truncating the string operator. To demonstrate that the
anyon can also move in the opposite direction, i.e., that the
semi-infinite boundary string is extendable, we first note
that the syndrome pattern of the truncated string is
bounded within a finite range. Therefore, as we truncate
the semi-infinite string progressively, by the pigeonhole
principle, there must be two vertices such that the
boundary anyons at these vertices are identical (up to a
translation). Consequently, we can use the finite string
operators between these two vertices to “copy and paste”
to form a longer semi-infinite string. Thus, the boundary
anyon can move in both directions along the boundary.
A corollary follows directly from the argument above:

Corollary 2.1. (Weak translational symmetry of boun-
dary anyons). For any boundary anyon φ, there exists a
local operator (finite string operator) that transforms φ into
another anyon φ0, where φ0 is φ translated by n lattice sites
in the y-direction for some integer n.

In other words, a boundary anyon can be shifted by a
distance n and still represent the same anyon type. Note
that in many examples, such as the color code, n cannot be
1, which means that shifting an anyon by a distance of 1
results in a different anyon. However, by the pigeonhole
principle, when the shift is increased, the boundary anyon
must eventually map back to itself. Therefore, it exhibits
weak translational symmetry relative to the lattice.

Moreover, we will prove the following lemmas and
theorems using the operator algebra formalism introduced
in Sec. III. A boundary anyon can be moved into the bulk
and become a bulk anyon:

Lemma 3. (Mobility of boundary anyons into the bulk).
Given a boundary anyon φ at a vertex v∂ on the boundary,
there exists a bulk anyon ϕ at a vertex v in the bulk, with a
string operator along the path from v∂ to v that transforms
the boundary anyon φ to the bulk anyon ϕ.

Later, we will prove the following important theorem:

Theorem 4. (Bulk-boundary correspondence). There is a
one-to-one correspondence between bulk anyon types and
boundary anyon types, defined using the respective equiv-
alence relations under local Pauli operators and local
boundary gauge operators. For corresponding types, a
string operator can transport a boundary anyon at a vertex
v∂ to a bulk anyon at a vertex v, and conversely.

This theorem implies that the ð2þ 1ÞD bulk stabilizer
code and the ð1þ 1ÞD boundary anomalous2 subsystem
code are dual to each other. The topological spins and
mutual braiding of the boundary anyons can be directly
determined from the boundary anyon string operators (a
detailed proof is provided in Appendix A):

Theorem 5. (Topological spins of boundary anyons).

Given boundary string operators UðaÞ1→2 and UðaÞ2→3

that move the boundary anyon a from vertex 1 to 2, and
from vertex 2 to 3, respectively (as shown in the figure
above), the topological spin of a is given by

θðaÞ ¼ ½UðaÞ1→2; UðaÞ2→3�
≔ UðaÞ1→2UðaÞ2→3UðaÞ†1→2UðaÞ†2→3: (10)

1This is feasible because we can always divide an infinite
string operator into two semi-infinite strings and discuss the two
boundary anyons separately.

2“Anomalous” refers to a situation where the Hilbert space
lacks a tensor product structure. Operators must be “gauge-
invariant,” meaning they commute with specific gauge con-
straints, such as the bulk stabilizers in our context.
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Theorem 6. (Braiding between boundary anyons).

Given boundary string operators UðaÞ1→3, which moves
the boundary anyon a from vertex 1 to 3, and UðbÞ2→4,
which moves the boundary anyon b from vertex 2 to 4 (as
shown in the figure above), the braiding statistics of these
two anyons is given by

Bða; bÞ ¼ ½UðaÞ1→3; UðbÞ2→4�
≔ UðaÞ1→3UðbÞ2→4UðaÞ†1→3UðbÞ†2→4: (11)

We emphasize that Eqs. (10) and (11) are consistent
with the proposal in Ref. [29], which is derived from the
holographic perspective of topological stabilizer codes.
Therefore, without knowledge of the bulk stabilizers,
we can retrieve all topological data of Abelian anyon
theories—such as anyon types, fusion rules, and topo-
logical spins—using only boundary gauge operators: The
boundary carries the same topological information as
the bulk.
On the other hand, for practical purposes, such as

constructing different boundaries or finding all boundary
anyons using computers, information about the bulk
stabilizers can save computational effort. To facilitate this,
we first divide the boundary gauge operators into
two types:
(1) Primary boundary gauge operators are defined as

the operators that are truncated stabilizers, i.e.,
original stabilizers with Pauli operators directly
removed at the qudits disappearing due to trun-
cation.3

(2) Secondary boundary gauge operators are defined as
the group of boundary gauge operators modulo the
primary boundary gauge operators, meaning that
the nontrivial elements in this group correspond to

boundary gauge operators that cannot be expressed
as truncated stabilizers.4

To demonstrate the primary and secondary boundary
gauge operators, we consider the following example fish
toric code, which is the Z2 standard toric code conjugated
by a finite-depth Clifford circuit:

Hfish ¼ −X
v

Afish
v −X

p

Bfish
p ; (12)

where the Afish
v and Bfish

p terms are

ð13Þ

Its primary and secondary boundary gauge operators are
shown in Figs. 4(a) and 4(b).
In Sec. III, we will prove the following theorems to

simplify the process of finding boundary string operators
and boundary anyons.

Theorem 7. A boundary anyon is uniquely determined
by the syndrome pattern of primary boundary gauge
operators.

Proof. See the discussion following Corollary 14.1. ▪

Theorem 8. Given a boundary string operator, we can
multiply local boundary gauge operators around its end-
points so that this modified boundary string operator is a
product of primary boundary gauge operators.

Proof. See the discussion following Lemma 16. ▪

Caveat: We still require that the boundary string
operators commute with both primary and secondary
boundary gauge operators except around their endpoints.
According to Theorem 7, when comparing two boun-

dary anyons, it is sufficient to know the syndrome pattern
of the primary boundary gauge operators. Similarly,
Theorem 8 states that when solving for boundary string
operators to identify boundary anyons, we only need to
consider string operators formed by primary boundary
gauge operators. These two theorems reduce the computa-
tional complexity.
For the fish toric code defined in Eqs. (12) and (13), the

boundary string operators are shown in Figs. 4(c) and 4(d).
These boundary strings are products of primary boundary
gauge operators.

3More precisely, we consider these operators quotiented by
bulk stabilizers, so primary boundary gauge operators form a
group.

4In the standard toric code, only primary boundary gauge
operators exist, rendering the secondary boundary gauge oper-
ators trivial. Reference [29] did not address the possibility of
secondary boundary gauge operators.
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C. Lattice construction of boundaries and defects

As illustrated by the folding argument in Fig. 5, the
defect (a local modification of the Hamiltonian) in the
two-dimensional code A can be interpreted as equivalent
to the boundary of the “doubled” code A⊠Ā, where Ā
represents the anyon theory with the same anyons asA, but
with all topological spins inverted, i.e., θðāÞ ¼ θðaÞ−1. For
example, defects in the Z2 toric code are equivalent to the
boundaries of Z2 × Z2 toric codes. This equivalence
suggests that studying boundary constructions of topo-
logical Pauli stabilizer codes is sufficient for understand-
ing the properties of defects.

It is well-known that each gapped boundary of an
Abelian topological order (Abelian anyon theory A)
corresponds to a Lagrangian subgroup L ⊂ A, which is
a maximal set of bosons with trivial mutual braiding with
each other [15,16,19,22]. For any anyon a∈A not con-
tained in L, there exists at least one boson b∈L such that
it braids nontrivially with a, i.e., Bða; bÞ ≠ 1. The physical
intuition is that these bosons in L can condense on the
boundary, allowing their string operators to terminate on
the boundary without incurring any energy cost.
More precisely, every Abelian anyon theory can be

described by a Uð1ÞN Chern-Simons theory [72–74],
where the boundary hosts a conformal field theory with
a certain number of left-moving and right-moving modes.
These boundary modes are said to be “gapped” if it is
possible to add perturbations to the edge theory that make
these modes massive. The key idea is that we can gap the
theory by introducing additional terms to the edge. These
terms correspond to the string operators of bosons in the
Lagrangian subgroup L, truncated at the boundary. Adding
these terms condenses the bosons (as described in
Sec. II C 1), allowing their strings to terminate without
an energy cost. In contrast, strings of anyons that braid

(a) (b) (c) (d)

FIG. 4. Bulk stabilizers and boundary gauge operators of the “fish toric code” in Eq. (13). (a) The blue components represent the bulk
stabilizers Afish

v and Bfish
p . The nontrivial primary boundary gauge operators are generated by the green terms labeled ①, ②, ③, and ④, as

well as their translational counterparts in the vertical directions. Bulk stabilizers are considered trivial primary boundary gauge
operators. Note that the primary boundary operators are truncated bulk stabilizers Afish

v and Bfish
p and therefore commute with all bulk

stabilizers. (b) All boundary gauge operators are generated by the terms labeled ①, ②, ⑤, and ⑥, as well as their translational
counterparts. The terms ⑤ and⑥ are nontrivial secondary boundary gauge operators, i.e., they commute with all bulk stabilizers but are
not truncated Afish

v and Bfish
p . (c) A boundary string operator for the e anyon. (d) A boundary string operator for them anyon. Both strings

are products of primary boundary gauge operators.

FIG. 5. The defect in an anyon theory A can be interpreted as
the boundary of the folded anyon theory A⊠Ā.
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nontrivially with L cannot terminate without creating
boundary excitations. A gapped boundary may still sup-
port mobile finite-energy excitations. For further details,
we refer to Ref. [75].
In the stabilizer formalism, boundary gauge operators

commute with all bulk stabilizers and therefore act within
the initially unconstrained boundary degrees of freedom.
Adding mutually commuting strings for a Lagrangian
subgroup establishes the desired condensation properties
(see Theorem 9); topological-order completion then
removes residual local logical operators near the boundary.
However, the explicit lattice procedure for achieving this
condensation is not straightforward. It requires two steps:
(1) Boundary anyon condensation: Identify mutually

commuting short boundary string operators for
bosons in the Lagrangian subgroup and include
them in the Hamiltonian.

(2) TO completion: Add local boundary gauge oper-
ators into the Hamiltonian to ensure that the
topological order condition near the boundary is
satisfied.

Both steps are nontrivial and require careful computa-
tion. In this work, we will establish a theorem demonstrat-
ing how boson condensation near the boundary is achieved
on the lattice, and we will provide a computational
algorithm to construct the boundary for any given topo-
logical Pauli stabilizer code.

1. Boundary anyon condensation

We first describe the procedure for performing boson
condensation on the lattice. The physical intuition behind
condensing a boson b on the boundary is that the boson
proliferates on the boundary, and the ground state
becomes a superposition of all possible configurations
of the boson. In other words, when the boson string
operator is applied to create or move the boson b, the
ground state remains unchanged. Consequently, as dis-
cussed in Refs. [54,55,76,77], condensing the boson b is
equivalent to including the mutually commuting short
string operators of the boson into the Hamiltonian5:

Theorem 9. (Boson condensation on the boundary). To
condense the boundary bosons fbig∈L, we introduce
mutually commuting short boundary string operators
corresponding to each bi into the Hamiltonian, which
initially consists of bulk stabilizers. As a result, the bulk
string operator of any anyon b∈L can terminate on the
boundary without causing any energy excitations. In
contrast, if the bulk string operator of an anyon a ∉ L

terminates on the boundary, it will induce energy excita-
tions, as illustrated in the figure below:

Proof. See the proof following Lemma 17. ▪

By Theorem 9, the remaining task for boson condensa-
tion is to identify short string operators for the bosons fbig
that commute with each other. However, the condition that
the topological spin θðbÞ ¼ 1, as given in Eq. (10), only
ensures that two strings of b with sufficient length
commute. This does not necessarily imply that the shortest
string operators will also commute. To address this, we
propose a systematic method for constructing mutually
commuting “short” string operators. These operators are of
finite length, though they may not be the shortest possible
string operators. Given a Lagrangian subgroup L, we first
identify the infinite boundary string operators correspond-
ing to each boson b∈L (see the discussion following
Theorem 1 and Lemma 2). We then truncate these infinite
boundary strings into finite boundary string operators, as
illustrated in Fig. 6. The resulting finite boundary string
operators are sufficiently long to guarantee mutual com-
mutation. This construction is always feasible because the
commutation relations depend only on the finite region
around where the operators intersect. This approach
ensures that the finite boundary string operators for the
bosons fbig commute, thereby achieving the boson con-
densation on the boundary.

2. Topological order completion

This section outlines the final step in constructing a
gapped boundary for a topological Pauli stabilizer code.

Theorem 10. (Topological order completion). To
ensure that the system satisfies the topological order
condition, additional boundary gauge operators that com-
mute with themselves and the existing short boundary
string operators of bosons b∈L must be added into the
Hamiltonian. While several valid choices exist for these
additional boundary gauge operators, the specific selection
does not affect the condensation properties described in
Theorem 9.

Proof. See the proof following Lemma 17. ▪

5Originally, an additional step is needed to eliminate stabilizer
terms that do not commute with the short string operators.
However, in our case, the boundary string operators are defined
to commute with all bulk stabilizers, which allows us to bypass
this step.
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In other words, we can add more boundary gauge oper-
ators to the Hamiltonian until it “saturates”—meaning no
additional boundary gauge operators can be incorporated

while commuting with all existing terms. The detailed
computational algorithm for incorporating these additional
boundary gauge operators into the Hamiltonian will be
discussed in Sec. IV. This process, named as topological
order completion, is crucial due to the presence of
secondary boundary gauge operators, which have been
often overlooked in previous literature. For example, the
e-condensed and m-condensed boundaries of the Z2 fish
toric code are illustrated in Fig. 7. It is important to note
that the shape of the boundary does not determine its
condensation properties. In the Z2 standard toric code,
there is a common assumption that a smooth boundary is
m-condensed and a rough boundary is e-condensed.
However, whether a boundary is m-condensed or e-con-
densed depends on which short boundary string operators
are included in the Hamiltonian. Thus, a smooth boundary
can represent either type.

III. OPERATOR ALGEBRA FORMALISM

In this section, we introduce the operator algebra
formalism for generalized Pauli matrices on a (truncated)
lattice. This approach is essential for providing a rigorous
mathematical foundation for the concepts discussed ear-
lier, allowing us to prove the lemmas and theorems
formally. However, for readers more interested in the
practical aspects of applying the computational algorithm
to construct boundaries and defects in generalized Pauli
stabilizer codes, it is possible to proceed directly to Sec. IV
without losing continuity.

(a) (b)

FIG. 7. Boundary constructions of the Z2 fish toric code. The Hamiltonian consists of blue terms representing the bulk stabilizers,
green terms corresponding to the short string boundary operators of the e anyon [in (a)] and m anyon [in (b)], and purple terms
indicating the operators added for topological order completion. There are two choices for these purple terms, and either one can be
selected. All terms have their translational counterparts: bulk stabilizer terms can move in both the x- and y-directions, while the
boundary terms can only move in the y-direction. The red operators represent bulk strings that can terminate on the boundary without
causing any energy excitation.

infinite boundary 
string operators cut “short” boundary

string operators

b1

b1
–1

b1

b1
–1

b1

b1
–1

b2

b2
–1

b2

b2
–1

b2

b2
–1

FIG. 6. To find the mutually commuting short boundary strings
of bosons in the Lagrangian subgroup L, we begin by con-
structing their infinite strings, as described in Corollary 2.1. We
then cut these infinite strings into finite segments, ensuring that
these segments are long enough so that the commutation
relations of the string operators on them match the topological
spins given in Theorem 5. Additionally, it is crucial that the
cutting point of each string bi is fully contained within the
interval of the finite segments of another string bj, ensuring that
the commutation relations between string operators of different
bosons satisfy the braiding statistics described in Theorem 6.
These finite string operators form the mutually commuting
“short” boundary strings of bosons in L.
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The approach in this section is inspired by the sym-
plectic and quasi-symplectic formalisms developed in
Refs. [48,78]. This formalism provides flexibility for
handling the boundary of a system.

A. Symplectic Abelian groups

Given any (finite, infinite, or truncated) lattice, label its
sites with an index set I. Each i∈ I refers to a site where a
qudit is situated. The shift and clock operators [X and Z
defined in Eq. (1)] on each qudit are represented respec-
tively by ð1

0
Þ and ð0

1
Þ. Products of shift and clock operators

form the group of generalized Pauli operators. Each
generalized Pauli operator has a corresponding sum of
ð1
0
Þ and ð0

1
Þ, which is only unique up to a phase. For

example, both X2Z and XZX are represented by ð2
1
Þ. As

Xd ¼ Zd ¼ I, we have ðd
0
Þ ¼ ð0dÞ ¼ ð0

0
Þ. All calculations

shall therefore be done modulo d, where d is the dimension
of the qudit. We denote the set of all length-2 column
vectors modulo d by Z2

d.
The commutation relation between two operators is

recovered by the matrix ð 0−1 1
0
Þ: two Pauli operators ðabÞ and

ðceÞ commute up to a phase expð2πi mdÞ with

m ¼ ð a b Þ
�

0 1

−1 0

��
c
e

�
: (14)

This is also called the standard symplectic form

ω∶ Z2
d ×Z2

d → Zd: (15)

On a lattice, generalized Pauli operators come in two
flavors: ones with finite support and ones with (possibly)
infinite support. They are respectively represented by
Abelian groups P ¼ ⨁IZ

2
d and P̂ ¼ Q

I Z
2
d.

6 An element
a in either consists of vectors ai ∈Z2

d indexed by I, but
only the latter allows infinitely many nonzero vectors. For
example, the elements X and Z with X i ¼ ð1

0
Þ and Zi ¼

ð0
1
Þ for all i∈ I only exist in P̂ when I is infinite. They

represent the tensor product of X and Z operators on all
qudits, respectively. Commutation relation ω naturally
extends to

Ω∶ P × P → Zd; (16)

and

Ω̂∶ P̂ × P → Zd; (17)

by
P

i∈ I ωi modulo d. However, the commutation relation
between two infinite operators is not well-defined, and
there is therefore no extension of ω to P̂ × P̂ → Zd. For
example, the commutation relation between X and Z as
defined above is ill-defined in general.

For any subgroup A ⊂ P, define

AΩ ¼ fc∈P∶ Ωðc; aÞ ¼ 0 for all a∈Ag: (18)

A Pauli stabilizer code is determined by an isotropic
subgroup S ⊂ P, meaning Ωðs1; s2Þ ¼ 0 for any s1; s2 ∈ S.
Equivalently, this can be expressed as S ⊂ SΩ. A code
satisfies the topological order condition if it has no local
logical operator. This condition is met if S is also
coisotropic, meaning SΩ ⊂ S. Therefore, a topological
Pauli stabilizer code satisfies SΩ ¼ S. We call a subgroup
A of P closed if AΩΩ ¼ A. There are two important
examples of closed subgroups. First, for I finite, any
subgroup A is closed. Second, a stabilizer code satisfying
the topological order condition is closed as implied by the
following lemma, bearing in mind that SΩ ¼ S.

Lemma 11. Given a subgroup A of P, AΩΩΩ ¼ AΩ.
In other words, AΩ is closed.

Proof. From the definition, AΩ ⊂ AΩΩΩ. Conversely,
let c∈AΩΩΩ. Any a∈A is also in AΩΩ. Thus Ωða; cÞ ¼ 0.
This implies that c∈AΩ. ▪

We make another definition whose use will be clear
later. Given M ⊂ P and N ⊂ P̂, define

M⊥ ¼ fĉ∈ P̂∶ Ω̂ðĉ; mÞ ¼ 0 for all m∈Mg

and

N⊥ ¼ fc∈P∶ Ω̂ðn; cÞ ¼ 0 for all n∈Ng:

Notice that ð·Þ⊥ alternates between P and P̂.
Sometimes, we focus our attention on a subsystem

within a system. For example, when studying boundaries,
we focus on one half of the system. Given a group of Pauli
operators P ¼ ⨁IZ

2
d, a truncation is a group homomor-

phism π∶ P → P satisfying:
(1) (Projection) π ∘ π ¼ π and
(2) (Orthogonality) Ωðker π; πPÞ ¼ 0.
For example, given a subset J ⊂ I of qudits, projection

πJ onto πP ≔ ⨁JZ
2
d is a truncation. Orthogonality simply

states that Pauli operators on qudits in J and qudits in InJ
commute with each other.
The following lemma is important for showing bulk-

boundary correspondence.

Lemma 12. Given a subgroup A ⊂ P̂, A⊥⊥ ¼ Â;
where Â ⊂ P̂ contains both finite and infinite products
generated by elements in A.7

6P ¼ P̂ when I is finite.

7For an infinite product, the Pauli matrix at each site must
appear finitely many times for the product to be well-defined.
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Proof. We prove this lemma in two steps: Â ⊂ A⊥⊥
and Â ⊃ A⊥⊥.
We first show that Â ⊂ A⊥⊥. Let â∈ Â. Wewant to show

that Ω̂ðâ; cÞ ¼ 0 for any c∈A⊥ ⊂ P. Consider the decom-
position:

â ¼
Y

suppðaαÞ∩suppðcÞ≠∅
aα ·

Y
suppðaβÞ∩suppðcÞ¼∅

aβ; (19)

where aα; aβ ∈A, and the support (supp) refers to the sites
where a Pauli operator is non-identity. Note that the
product b ≔

Q
suppðaαÞ∩suppðcÞ≠∅ aα is in A since c∈P

has finite support. The other term
Q

suppðaβÞ∩suppðcÞ¼∅ aβ
may have infinite support; however, it does not overlap
with c and commutes with c. Thus, we find that
Ω̂ðâ; cÞ ¼ Ωðb; cÞ ¼ 0, where the final equality follows
from the fact that b∈A and c∈A⊥. Therefore, we
conclude that Â ⊂ A⊥⊥.
Next, we prove that A⊥⊥ ⊂ Â. For any a∈A⊥⊥, we need

to show a∈ Â. Specifically, we want to demonstrate that
any finite part of a comes from an element of A, implying
that a can be expressed as, at most, an infinite product of
elements from A. To do so, it suffices to show that for any
finite region Γ ⊂ I, there exists aΓ ∈A such that a − aΓ is
supported outside Γ. Note that aΓ is not necessarily
supported entirely within Γ; typically, aΓ is chosen to
extend slightly beyond Γ.

Indeed, consider a sequence of nested finite regions fΓig
with Γi ⊂ Γiþ1 and ⋃iΓi ¼ I. In each region Γi, the
element a is approximated by some aΓi

∈A, with any
error confined to the outside of Γi. By the definition of the
limit, the sequence faΓi

g converges to a. At each step, aΓi

is a product of stabilizers in A; therefore, the limit, a, is an
(infinite) product of stabilizers in A, which implies that a is
an element of Â.
Thus,we now show that such aaΓ always exists for anyΓ.

For a finite region Γ, denote Pauli operators supported in Γ
by PΓ. Let AΓ ¼ πΓA be the image of A under truncation to
Γ. Clearly,AΓ is a closed subgroup ofPΓ. Since a∈A⊥⊥, by
definition, a commutes with every element inA⊥.Whenwe
project a onto the finite region Γ, denoted by πΓa, this
projection will still commute with the elements of A⊥ that
are fully supported in Γ. These elements form the subspace
A⊥
Γ , where ð·Þ⊥ is taken inside the finite group PΓ. By the

commutation property, we have πΓa∈A⊥⊥
Γ , where A⊥⊥

Γ is
the double orthogonal of AΓ withinPΓ. In the context of the
finite-dimensional space PΓ, we know that A⊥⊥

Γ coincides
with AΓ itself. Therefore, we have shown that πΓa∈AΓ. By
definition, there exists aΓ ∈A such that πΓaΓ ¼ πΓa and
a − aΓ is supported outside Γ. ▪

Remark 1. The approximation process outlined in the
proof gives rise to a useful natural topology on P̂. See
Sec. 3.1 of Ref. [78] for a detailed account and other
applications.

B. Stabilizer codes and boundary gauge operators

For a stabilizer code S ⊂ P, truncation π gives rise to
several new objects. SB ≔ S ∩ πP denotes the bulk stabi-
lizers. ST ≔ πS denotes the truncated stabilizers (including
the bulk stabilizers).G ≔ SΩB ∩ πP denotes all operators on
the truncated space that commute with the bulk stabilizers.
Clearly, SB ⊂ ST ⊂ G. We observe the following:
(1) ST=SB are referred to as the primary boundary

gauge operators.
(2) G=ST are referred to as the secondary boundary

gauge operators.
(3) G ¼ G=SB represents the boundary gauge operators,

determined up to bulk stabilizers.
The group G is often called the gauge group.

Remark 2. Note G ¼ SΩB ∩ πP is more compactly
known as SΩB treating SB as a subgroup of πP instead of
P. We also use this notation when there is no ambiguity.

Lemma 13. Given a∈P; b∈ πP, Ωða; bÞ ¼ Ωðπa; bÞ:
Proof. Using bilinearity, Ωða; bÞ ¼ Ωðπa; bÞþ

Ωða − πa; bÞ. The latter term vanishes because of ortho-
gonality and projection. ▪

The next theorem says that, for a topologically ordered
stabilizer code, the set of all operators that commute with
all the truncated stabilizers is the same as the set of all bulk
stabilizers.

Theorem 14. If S ⊂ P is isotropic and coisotropic
(i.e., satisfies the topological order condition), then SB ¼
SΩT ∩ πP, or more compactly (see Remark 2), SB ¼ SΩT :

Proof. The proof contains two directions:
(1) (⊂): Given b∈SB ¼ S ∩ πP, Ωðl; bÞ ¼ 0 for all

l∈ S (using isotropy). By the lemma above,
Ωðπl; bÞ ¼ Ωðl; bÞ ¼ 0 for all l∈ S, which is equiv-
alent to Ωðl; bÞ ¼ 0 for all l∈ ST ¼ πS. There-
fore, b∈SΩT ∩ πP

(2) (⊃): Given b∈SΩT ∩ πP, we again have Ωðl; bÞ ¼
Ωðπl; bÞ for all l∈ S from the lemma above. As
b∈ SΩT , Ωðπl; bÞ ¼ 0 for all l∈ S. In other words,
b∈ SΩ ⊂ S (using coisotropy). Since b is supported
in πP, we have b∈SB.

▪
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Corollary 14.1. A local Pauli operator on the truncated
system that does not violate bulk stabilizers or primary
boundary terms must not violate secondary boundary terms
either.

Proof. An operator that does not violate primary
boundary terms is by definition in SΩT ∩ πP. By the
theorem above, it is in SB, which by definition commutes
with everything in G ¼ SΩB ∩ πP. ▪

Together with the weak translational symmetry of
boundary anyons demonstrated in Corollary 2.1, the above
corollary leads to the proof of Theorem 7, which asserts
that the syndrome pattern of primary boundary gauge
operators is sufficient to uniquely identify an anyon.
Consider two finite boundary strings that share the same
primary boundary syndrome at their endpoints. Without
loss of generality, we can assume they have the same
length by finding the least common multiple of their weak
translational symmetry. Each string exhibits a syndrome
pattern at one end and the opposite pattern at the other. The
difference between these two strings does not violate any
primary boundary gauge operators, and, as a result, does
not violate any secondary boundary gauge operators
according to Corollary 14.1. Therefore, only the syndrome
pattern of primary boundary gauge operators is enough to
describe a boundary anyon.
With the theorems, corollaries, and mathematical frame-

work established above, we can rigorously derive the
statements presented in Sec. II.

Proof of Theorem 1. The proof proceeds in two parts:
(1) Creating multiple boundary anyons via a local

boundary gauge operator: We begin by demonstrat-
ing that a superposition of boundary anyons φ at
distinct locations, where the greatest common
divisor (GCD) of the anyon multiplicities at each
location and d is 1, can be generated by a local
boundary gauge operator O∂.

(2) Constructing an infinite boundary string operator
that creates a single boundary anyon: Given the
boundary gauge operator O∂, we show that it can be
applied repeatedly at different locations to construct
an infinite operator

Oφ ¼
Y
i

O∂ðliÞ;

where O∂ðliÞ represents the operator O∂ translated
by li in the y-direction, and this operator Oφ

generates a single boundary anyon φ.
We begin by proving the first part. We claim that for any

localized homomorphism φ∶ G → Uð1Þ, there exists a
local boundary gauge operator whose syndrome pattern
equals a superposition of φ and its translated copies along
the boundary. In other words, though φ may not be
creatable by a local boundary gauge operator, several
copies of it located at different positions can be. This step
follows directly from the following theorem:

Theorem 15. (Proposition 10 of Ref. [48]). Let M be a
quasi-symplectic R-module equipped with a sesquilinear
pairing ΩR∶ M ×M → R. Then M�=M is a torsion
module.

Let us now explain this theorem in detail. We begin by
setting R ¼ Zd½y; y−1�, the Laurent polynomial ring
reviewed in Sec. IVA, where y represents the translation
in the y-direction. The involution onR is defined by ȳ ¼ y−1.
Sesquilinearity means that ΩRðm0; rmÞ ¼ rΩRðm0; mÞ ¼
ΩRðr̄m0; mÞ. A quasi-symplectic module is finitely gener-
ated, the constant term of ΩRðm;mÞ vanishes for every m,
and the form is non-degenerate: ΩRðm0; mÞ ¼ 0 for all
m0 ∈M implies m ¼ 0. Thus, the map M → M� given by
m ↦ ΩRð−; mÞ is injective.8 Theorem 15 says that the
quotient M�=M is a torsion module, meaning that for any
m� ∈M�, there exists an element r∈R (where r is not a zero
divisor9) such that rm� ¼ ΩRð−; mÞ for some m∈M. We
now apply this theorem to G. Its finite generation over R
follows from Theorem 46 of Ref. [78]. The scalar commu-
tation pairing in Eq. (16) induces the polynomial-valued
pairing

ΩRðg; hÞ ¼
X
n∈Z

Ωðyng; hÞyn;

where representatives in G may be chosen for g; h∈G.
Localitymakes the sum finite, and the pairing iswell-defined
modulo SB. It is sesquilinear and its diagonal has zero
constant term. If a representative commutes with all of G, it
commutes with ST ⊂ G and hence belongs to SB, by the
identity SΩT ∩ πP ¼ SB proved above. Thus, the induced
pairing is non-degenerate, so G is quasi-symplectic.
Writing φðgÞ ¼ expð2πiα0ðgÞ=dÞ, the localized gauge vio-
lation determines an element of G� through αðgÞ ¼P

n α0ðyngÞyn. Therefore, by the theorem, G�=G is a torsion
module. This implies that multiple copies of a boundary
syndrome pattern at different locations, indicated by r∈R,
sum to a trivial syndrome pattern generated by a local
boundary operator in G.
Next, we prove the second part. Since there is a local

boundary gauge operator O∂ creating a superposition of
multiple φ syndromes along a one-dimensional boundary,
we can isolate a single φ syndrome by repeatedly applying
translations of the local operator. For example, consider a
special case where the initial boundary anyons are located at
positions y1; y2; y3; � � � such that y1 < y2 ≤ y3 ≤ y4 ≤ � � �.
By applying a translated operator, we create new boundary
anyons at positions y2; y2 þ ðy2 − y1Þ; y3 þ ðy2 − y1Þ; � � �.
When subtracting the boundary anyons, the anyon at y1
remains, but the anyon at y2 is canceled. The next remaining

8Here M� ¼ HomRðM̄; RÞ is the module of R-antilinear maps
from M to R, where M̄ denotes M with the scalar action twisted
by the involution.

9This requires that the coefficients of the polynomial r,
together with d, have greatest common divisor 1.
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anyon, y02, defined as the first anyon to the right of y1, is now
either at y3 or at y2 þ ðy2 − y1Þ. This location is either
farther from y1, or the multiplicity of boundary anyons at y2
decreases. By repeating this process, the second anyon
adjacent to y1 can be pushed to infinity, effectively
trivializing the contribution of the remaining boundary
anyons.
For the general case where y1 might be equal to y2, we

need to prove that if r is not a zero divisor, then there exists
an inverse I∈ZdððyÞÞ such that rI ¼ 1. In Appendix B, we
have shown that an element in the formal Laurent series
has an inverse if and only if the greatest common divisor of
its coefficients together with d is 1. Therefore, since r is
not a zero divisor, it satisfies this condition, ensuring the
existence of an inverse. This completes the proof of
Theorem 1. ▪

Proof of Lemma 3. For a boundary anyon, there exists
an infinite boundary string operator s that commutes with
both bulk stabilizers and boundary gauge operators. This is
because Theorem 1 shows that a boundary anyon can be
created by a semi-infinite boundary gauge operator (see
Definition 3), and this string can be extended to infinity
without violating any boundary gauge operator by
Corollary 2.1.
Since s commutes with both bulk stabilizers and

boundary gauge operators, it commutes with all elements
of G, meaning s∈G⊥. Given that G ¼ SΩB ∩ πP or
equivalently G ¼ S̃⊥B, where S̃B is SB viewed as a subset
of πP̂, we have G⊥ ¼ S̃⊥⊥

B . By Lemma 12, S̃⊥⊥
B ¼ ŜB, so

s∈ ŜB. In other words, s is an (infinite) product of bulk
stabilizers:

s ¼
Y
i∈ J

Si: (20)

Next, we choose a finite subset JR ⊂ J, containing all
stabilizers from J that are fully supported within a large
local region R, as shown in Fig. 8. We define a new
operator

sjR ≔
Y
i∈ JR

Si: (21)

In the interior of R, farther from both ∂R and the
physical boundary than the stabilizer range, sjR agrees
with s and therefore acts as the identity. It also acts as the
identity outside R, so its support is confined to a neighbor-
hood of ∂R. Along the physical boundary, away from the
two ends of the boundary segment contained in R, sjR
agrees with s. Thus, sjR is a closed-string version of s.
Cutting this closed string as shown in Fig. 8 gives an open
string with one bulk endpoint and one boundary endpoint.
This string transports the boundary anyon into the bulk.
For the trivial boundary-anyon class, the finite boundary

string may be chosen as a product of local boundary gauge
operators near its two endpoints. Sending both endpoints

to infinity then gives the identity in the local limit, and the
construction yields the trivial bulk-anyon class.
Independence of the representative and of the chosen
string is established in the proof of Theorem 4 below. ▪

Proof of Theorem 4.We call a finite Pauli string operator
with one endpoint on the boundary and one endpoint in the
bulk a mixed string operator. We orient such a string by
viewing it as transporting a boundary anyon b to a bulk
anyon a; the inverse operator reverses this transport. By
Lemma 3, such a string exists for every boundary anyon.
Conversely, given a bulk anyon, choose a bulk string
whose other endpoint lies on the discarded side of the
boundary and truncate it. The resulting mixed string
transports the bulk anyon to a boundary anyon. When
comparing strings, we may move boundary endpoints into
a common finite neighborhood using Lemma 2. Using bulk
mobility, we also choose the bulk endpoints in a common
finite neighborhood sufficiently far from the boundary that
the local corrections below are supported within the
retained half-plane.
We first show that the bulk anyon type depends only on

the boundary anyon type. Suppose that mixed strings U
and V transport equivalent boundary anyons to bulk
anyons a and a0. By the boundary equivalence relation,
we may multiply one of the strings by a local boundary
gauge operator so that their boundary syndromes agree
exactly. These syndromes cancel in U−1V. In particular,
this finite-support operator commutes with every truncated
stabilizer whose original support crosses the boundary.
Extending it by the identity to the full plane therefore
creates no additional stabilizer violations at the cut: its
commutation phase with a crossing bulk stabilizer equals
that with the corresponding truncation. Its only bulk
syndrome is the difference between a and a0. Thus a
and a0 differ by the syndrome of a local Pauli operator and
represent the same bulk anyon type.

cut

a

a–1region R

closed string 
operator s|R

FIG. 8. We first modify the infinite string operator s into a
closed string operator sjR by selecting a subset of bulk stabilizers
within the region R, as defined in Eq. (21). Then, we cut this
closed string operator to form an open string operator, resulting
in a bulk anyon and a boundary anyon at its endpoints.
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To prove injectivity, suppose that mixed strings U and V
transport boundary anyons b and b0 to equivalent bulk
anyons. After multiplying one string by a local Pauli
operator near its bulk endpoint, we may assume that the
bulk syndromes agree exactly. They then cancel in U−1V,
leaving a finite-support operator that commutes with every
retained bulk stabilizer. Hence U−1V ∈G ¼ SΩB ∩ πP and
represents a boundary gauge operator in G ¼ G=SB. The
boundary syndromes of b and b0 therefore differ by a local
boundary gauge operator, so they represent the same
boundary anyon type.
These arguments establish well-defined maps on equiv-

alence classes in both directions. They are mutually
inverse: if U transports b to a, then U−1 transports a
back to b. Since the endpoint types are independent of the
representatives and of the chosen mixed string, both
compositions are the identity. This proves the claimed
bijection. ▪

Remark 3. An algebraic proof of the two-dimensional
correspondence, together with an extension of the boun-
dary-to-bulk construction to higher dimensions, is given in
Sec. 4.2 of Ref. [78].

To further establish Theorem 8, we need a lemma
concerning bulk Pauli stabilizer codes.

Lemma 16. Given a bulk Pauli stabilizer code S ⊂ P
satisfying the topological order condition SΩ ¼ S, a closed
anyon string operator is equal to a finite product of
stabilizers.

Proof. Such a closed string operator commutes with all
bulk stabilizers. Therefore, it is contained in SΩ ¼ S. ▪

Proof of Theorem 8. Embed the boundary string
operator into the complete bulk system. It commutes with
all bulk stabilizers except at the two endpoints. The
boundary string becomes a bulk string, creating two bulk
anyons at its endpoints. These anyons are mobile [35,48]
and can be moved out of the truncated system and
annihilate each other. The resulting closed string operator
can be expressed as a product of bulk stabilizers by
Lemma 16. Truncating this closed string gives an equiv-
alent boundary string consisting only of primary boundary
gauge operators.

▪

Now, we will prove Theorems 9 and 10. Before
proceeding with these proofs, we note the following
property, which generalizes the result of Lemma 16:

Lemma 17. Consider the semi-infinite bulk and boun-
dary string operators, as shown in Fig. 9. This combined
operator O can be represented as an infinite product of
bulk stabilizers.

Proof. Let Ŝ be the group consisting of infinite products
of bulk stabilizers. The orthogonal complement of this
group, Ŝ⊥, consists of all finite products of bulk stabilizers
and boundary gauge operators.
Now, consider the infinite string operator O, which is

composed of a bulk string operator and a boundary string
operator, as illustrated in Fig. 9. The construction of this
operatorO is designed to commute with all bulk stabilizers
and boundary gauge operators.
Since O commutes with all elements in Ŝ⊥ (finite

products of bulk stabilizers and boundary gauge opera-
tors), it follows by definition that O∈ Ŝ⊥⊥. By Lemma 12,
we know that Ŝ⊥⊥ ¼ Ŝ. Therefore, O∈ Ŝ, which means
that O can be expressed as an infinite product of bulk
stabilizers. This completes the proof of the lemma. ▪

Using Lemma 17, we can establish Theorems 9 and 10.

Proof of Theorems 9 and 10. First, we demonstrate that
the bulk string of anyon b can terminate on the boundary
without causing any energy excitations. As shown in
Fig. 9, we can multiply short boundary string operators
corresponding to the boundary anyon b to form a semi-
infinite boundary string operator, which can then be
attached to a semi-infinite bulk string operator. Since
these short boundary string operators are part of the
Hamiltonian, they do not contribute to any energy viola-
tions associated with the original bulk string operator. By
Lemma 17, the combined operator, consisting of the semi-
infinite bulk and boundary string operators, can be
expressed as an infinite product of bulk stabilizers.

semi-infinite  

 operator
bulk stabilizers

semi-infinite bulk 
string operator bb–1

∏Sii

boundary string

FIG. 9. According to Lemma 3, a boundary anyon can move
into the bulk, allowing the bulk and boundary string operators to
merge without violating any bulk stabilizers or boundary gauge
operators.

ALGORITHMIC CONSTRUCTION OF GAPPED BOUNDARIES... PRX QUANTUM 7, 043016 (2026)

043016-15



Consequently, this combined operator does not violate any
bulk stabilizers or boundary gauge operators, including
those associated with boson condensation and topological
order completion on the boundary. Therefore, the bulk
string of anyon b can terminate on the boundary without
incurring any energy cost.
Next, we show that if a ∉ L, its string ending on the

boundary will violate certain boundary terms in the
Hamiltonian. According to the bulk-boundary correspon-
dence (Theorem 4), the bulk string of anyon a can be bent
into a boundary string, as depicted in Fig. 10. We then
consider a boundary string of anyon b that has a long
enough overlap with the boundary string of a. Since a ∉ L,
we can choose b∈L such that the braiding between a and b
is nontrivial, meaning Bða; bÞ ≠ 1. By Theorem 6, this
nontrivial braiding implies that the commutator of the two
boundary strings of a and b is nontrivial, indicating that the
string operators do not commute. Given that the boundary
string of b can be constructed as a product of short string
operators in the Hamiltonian, the presence of the non-
commuting string operators means that the bulk string of a
must violate at least one term in the Hamiltonian. Thus, we
have shown that if a ∉ L, its string ending on the boundary
results in a violation of certain boundary terms, completing
the proof. ▪

IV. COMPUTATIONAL ALGORITHMS

This section presents a computer-based algorithm for
analyzing the boundary theory of a given topological Pauli
stabilizer code. The algorithm addresses three aspects:

(1) Determine boundary gauge operators, which gen-
erate the anomalous Hilbert space of the boundary
theory.

(2) Obtain boundary string operators and boundary
anyons, classify these anyons using equivalence
relations, and compute their fusion rules.

(3) Construct gapped boundaries and defects via boun-
dary anyon condensation and topological order
completion.

Notably, the algorithm applies to qudit systems with
nonprime dimensions, such as Z4 qudits. This section
provides the detailed procedures of the algorithm; readers
interested in the applications can proceed directly to Sec. V
without delving into the technical details presented here.
Section IVA begins with reviewing the Laurent poly-

nomial formalism along with the necessary notations and
conventions used throughout this section. In Sec. IV B, we
present an algorithm that systematically derives the boun-
dary gauge operators for a truncated Pauli stabilizer code.
Section IV C focuses on obtaining boundary string oper-
ators as products of these boundary gauge operators. These
boundary string operators generate boundary anyons at
their endpoints, and we use equivalence relations to
classify these anyons. The fusion rules between these
anyons can be computed using the Smith normal form. In
Sec. IV D, we delve into the procedure of boundary anyon
condensation and the topological order completion. The
computation is analogous to the approach for obtaining
boundary gauge operators described earlier in Sec. IV B.
Additional details are provided in Appendix F.

Appendix F 1 explains how to derive the condensed strings
terminating on the boundary and the bulk strings crossing a
defect line. Appendix F 2 describes the process for
identifying the endpoint of a defect line when the defect
line has a finite length.

A. Review of the Laurent polynomial formalism

To efficiently compute translation-invariant Pauli stabi-
lizer models, we use the Laurent polynomial formalism,
a well-established method in the study of fracton models,
topological orders, bosonization, quantum cellular
automata, and error-correcting codes [30,35,37,50,62,79–
82]. This section briefly reviews the Laurent polynomial
formalism and its application to translation-invariant stabi-
lizer codes, following the conventions in Ref. [30]. Readers
are encouraged to consult the original references for a more
comprehensive explanation.
In this section, we demonstrate the case involving two

Zd qudits per unit cell, such as the case where a qudit is
located at each edge of a square lattice. This framework
can be generalized to scenarios with w qudits per unit
cell. We begin by showing that any Pauli operator,
defined as a finite tensor product of Pauli matrices across
different lattice sites, can be expressed (up to an overall
constant) as a column vector over the polynomial ring

the bulk string 
operator bent into  

a boundary 
string operator

a

a–1
b–1

b
boundary 

string operator

FIG. 10. A bulk string operator for anyon a ∉ L can terminate
on the boundary, creating two boundary anyons, as illustrated by
the red string. The green string represents a boundary string
operator for anyon b∈L, formed by a product of many short
boundary string operators in the boundary Hamiltonian. Both
strings must be long relative to the size of the boundary anyons to
ensure that their commutation corresponds to the braiding
between a and b, as described in Theorem 6. By the definition
of the Lagrangian subgroup, the braiding Bða; bÞ ≠ 1, so the bulk
string operator for anyon a terminating on the boundary must
violate the boundary Hamiltonian.
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R ¼ Zd½x; y; x−1; y−1�,10 as described in Ref. [35]. We
assign column vectors over Zd to the (generalized) Pauli
matrices X12, Z12, X14, and Z14, depicted in Fig. 11:

X12¼

264
1

0

0

0

375; Z12¼

264
0

0

1

0

375; X14¼

264
0

1

0

0

375; Z14¼

264
0

0

0

1

375:

From now on, Pauli operators represented as column
vectors are denoted by curly letters, where the coefficients
in these vectors indicate the corresponding powers. For
instance:

P ¼

264
i
j
k
l

375 ⇒ Pm ¼

264
mi
mj
mk
ml

375; ∀ m∈Zd: (22)

Translation of operators is represented by polynomials
in x and y, which denote shifts in the x- and y-directions,
respectively. For example, translating the operator on edge
e12 to edge e78 [with a vector ð0; 2Þ] or to edge e58 [with a
vector ð1; 1Þ] involves multiplying the column vector of
the operator by y2 or xy, respectively:

Z78 ¼ y2Z12 ¼

264
0

0

y2

0

375; X58 ¼ xyX14 ¼

264
0

xy
0

0

375:

In general, any Pauli operator can be written as

P ¼ ηXa1
e1X

a2
e2 � � �Xan

enZ
b1
e0
1
Zb2
e0
2
� � �Zbm

e0m
; (23)

where η is a root of unity of order 2d. After disregarding
the global phase η, the corresponding column vector for
this operator is a linear combination of the individual Pauli
matrices, written as

P¼a1Xe1þa2Xe2þ���þanXenþb1Ze0
1
þb2Ze0

2
þ���

þbmZe0m: (24)

Additional examples are provided in Fig. 12.
The antipode map is a Zd-linear map from R to R

defined by

xayb → xayb ≔ x−ay−b: (25)

To determine whether two Pauli operators represented
by vectors v1 and v2 commute or not, we define the dot
product as

v1 · v2 ¼ v̄T1Λv2; (26)

where T is the transpose operation on a matrix and

Λ ¼

264
0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1
−1 0 0 0

0 −1 0 0

375 (27)

is the matrix representation of the standard symplectic
bilinear form. For simplicity, we denote ð� � �ÞT as ð� � �Þ†.
The constant term of a polynomial pðx; yÞ is denoted as

FIG. 11. We put a qudit on each edge, with generalized Pauli
operators Xe and Ze acting on it.

FIG. 12. Examples of polynomial expressions for Pauli strings.
The flux term on a plaquette and the XZ term on edges are
shown. The factors such as x2y2 and x2 represent the locations of
the operators relative to the origin.

10This ring contains all Laurent polynomials in x, x−1, y, and
y−1, with coefficients in Zd.
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hpðx; yÞi0. The two Pauli operators v1 and v2 commute if
and only if hv1 · v2i0 ¼ 0.
A translation-invariant stabilizer code is R-submodule σ

such that

v1 · v2 ¼ v†1Λv2 ¼ 0; ∀ v1; v2 ∈ σ; (28)

i.e., a module of commuting Pauli operators. This σ is
named the stabilizer module. The Hamiltonian could have
t terms per square to have a unique ground state on a
simply connected manifold, denoted as

H ¼ −X
cells

ðS1 þ S2 þ � � � þ StÞ; (29)

where S1; S2; � � � ; St constitute the generators of the
stabilizer module σ and will henceforth be referred to
as stabilizer generators.11 For example, the trivial phase
H0 ¼ −P

e Xe is

S1 ¼

264
1

0

0

0

375; S2 ¼

264
0

1

0

0

375; (30)

and the standard Zd toric code Hamiltonian

ð31Þ

corresponds to

S1 ¼

264
1 − x̄
1 − ȳ
0

0

375; S2 ¼

264
0

0

1 − y
−1þ x

375: (32)

Next, we define the excitation map for any Pauli
operatorP on a general Pauli stabilizer code with stabilizer
generators σ ¼ hS1;S2; � � � ;Sti as

ϵðPÞ ≔ ðσ†ΛPÞT ¼ ½S1 · P;S2 · P; � � � ;St · P�; (33)

which indicates how the Pauli operator violates stabiliz-
ers S1;S2; � � � ;St.

To obtain the possible anyons in this theory, we solve the
bulk anyon equation

ϵðαðx; yÞX1 þ βðx; yÞX2 þ γðx; yÞZ1 þ δðx; yÞZ2Þ
¼ ð1 − xnÞv; (34)

where n is an integer and v is a length-t row vector,
referred to as an anyon. The physical interpretation of the
bulk anyon equation is that when we apply Pauli matrices
X1, X2, Z1, and Z2 at locations αðx; yÞ, βðx; yÞ, γðx; yÞ, and
δðx; yÞ, it violates the stabilizers around the origin ð0; 0Þ
and the point ðn; 0Þ with patterns v and −v, respectively.
This operator creates an anyon v at ð0; 0Þ and its anti-
particle at ðn; 0Þ. Note that if v is an anyon, xaybv is also an
anyon for all a; b∈Z.
To make this polynomial formalism practical for com-

puter manipulation, we store the coefficients in the poly-
nomial as a vector over Zd. For instance, a polynomial
such as fðx; yÞ ¼ 1þ 3y − 2xy−1 ∈R can be expressed as
a coefficient vector over Zd

1 x y x̄ ȳ x2 xy y2 xȳ x̄y � � �
f̃ ¼ ½1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 −2 0 � � ��;

(35)

where each entry represents the coefficient of the corre-
sponding monomial xayb in the polynomial fðx; yÞ. In the
rest of this paper, we denote f̃ as the coefficient vector of
the polynomial fðx; yÞ∈R. In practice, we choose the
polynomial within x�k and y�k. Given a fixed k, we define
the truncation map as

f∈Zd½x; y; x−1; y−1� → f̃∈Z⊗ð2kþ1Þ2
d : (36)

The truncation size is governed by the parameter k, a
large positive integer relative to the size of the stabilizers.
We allow this truncation map to act on any a × bmatrixM
overZd½x; y; x−1; y−1� by acting on each entry to expand to
a row vector with length ð2kþ 1Þ2, and by joining these
row vectors to form an a × bð2kþ 1Þ2 matrix M̃ over Zd.
Also, we define the translational duplicate map TDmx;my

that takes the input as a length-l row vector F ¼
½f1; f2; � � � ; fl� and returns a ð2mx þ 1Þð2my þ 1Þ × l
matrix formed by its translations within x�mxy�my :

11The stabilizer generators are not required to be independent
from each other.
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F → TDmx;my
ðFÞ ≔

2666666666666666666666666666666666666666664

x−mxy−myF

x−mxþ1y−myF

..

.

xmx−1y−myF

xmxy−myF
x−mxy−myþ1F

x−mxþ1y−myþ1F

..

.

xmx−1y−myþ1F

xmxy−myþ1F

..

.

..

.

x−mxymyF

x−mxþ1ymyF

..

.

xmx−1ymyF

xmxymyF:

3777777777777777777777777777777777777777775

; (37)

where xaybF is the row vector multiplying xayb to each
entry of F, i.e., xaybF ¼ ½xaybf1; xaybf2; � � � ; xaybfl�.

B. Boundary gauge operators
and gauge violation map

We have introduced computational tools such as vectors
of truncated polynomials and the translational duplication
map. This section will present an algorithm that deter-
mines all possible local boundary gauge operators given
the bulk stabilizers. The steps of the algorithm are outlined
below, with detailed pseudocode provided in Appendix D.
The algorithm constructs boundary gauge operators,

formed as products of Pauli X and Z operators, that
commute with the bulk stabilizers. We first analyze how
individual Pauli X and Z operators violate the bulk
stabilizers and then combine these operators in such a
way that the resulting operators commute with all bulk
stabilizers. For simplicity, we work within a large but finite
truncated system, considering only the Pauli operators and
bulk stabilizers fully supported within this region.
Throughout this algorithm and Appendix D, the retained
stabilizer generators must generate SB ¼ S ∩ πP, as speci-
fied in Sec. II B. In particular, the generating set must
include supported products of discarded checks when
these are not generated by the individually retained checks.
The lists entering M1 and fM2 are understood to include
these additional generators. To visualize this analysis, we
construct the matrix M1, which captures the commutation
relations between single Pauli operators and bulk

stabilizers within the truncated system12:

M1 ¼

0BBBBB@
hP1 · BS1i0 hP1 · BS2i0 hP1 · BS3i0 � � �
hP2 · BS1i0 hP2 · BS2i0 hP2 · BS3i0 � � �
hP3 · BS1i0 hP3 · BS2i0 hP3 · BS3i0 � � �

..

. ..
. ..

. . .
.

1CCCCCA:

(38)

The rows P of matrix M1 are labeled by the Pauli
operators, which include:

P¼X1;xX1;yX1; � �� ;X2;xX2;yX2; � � �;
Z1;xZ1;yZ1; � � � ;Z2;xZ2;yZ2; �� �; (39)

and the columns BS of matrix M1 are labeled by the bulk
stabilizers, which include:

BS ¼ S1; xS1; yS1; � � � ;S2; xS2; yS2; � � � : (40)

The terms xaiybiX i; xaiybiZi, and xcjydjSj denote the
translated versions of the single-Pauli operators X i;Zi and
the bulk stabilizer generator Sj, respectively. The indices
ai; bi; cj; and dj are restricted by the size of the truncated
system to ensure that the Pauli operators and bulk
stabilizers are fully supported. Each entry in the matrix
M1, denoted hP · BSi0, represents the constant term of the
polynomial resulting from the dot product as described in
Eq. (26). This term characterizes the commutation
between a given Pauli operator and a bulk stabilizer.
By applying the modified Gaussian elimination (MGE)

algorithm [30], reviewed in Appendix C, we can identify
specific combinations of row vectors (Pauli operators) that
commute with the bulk stabilizers. The procedure for
constructing the boundary gauge operator G is outlined as
follows:
(1) Step 1: Construct matrix M1 to demonstrate how

Pauli X and Z operators interact with the bulk
stabilizers, as defined in Eq. (38).

(2) Step 2: Apply the MGE algorithm to M1 to derive
relation matrix R1. Extract the local operator set O
from the rows of R1 that correspond to zero rows in
the elimination process.

12In practical applications, incorporating every possible Pauli
operator is not required. Instead, retaining only a sufficient
subset of Pauli operators located near the boundary is efficient.
This subset ensures it can construct all possible boundary gauge
operators, quotiented by bulk stabilizers. The criterion for
determining the sufficiency of the selected Pauli operators
involves a dynamical process: we continue to add Pauli operators
to our computation until no new boundary gauge operators (up to
translation) are generated. Details are discussed in Appendix F.
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(3) Step 3: Identify nontrivial boundary gauge oper-
ators from the set O, which may also include bulk
stabilizers:
(a) Step 3-1: Construct matrix M̃2 containing the

bulk stabilizer generators and their translations:

M̃2 ≔

264
eTDc1;d1ðS1ÞeTDc2;d2ðS2Þ

..

.

375; (41)

with translations constrained by the truncated
system size.

(b) Step 3-2: Apply the MGE on M̃2 to derive
MGEðM̃2Þ.

(c) Step 3-3: Evaluate whether the first row of Õ is
spanned by the rows of MGEðM̃2Þ. If it is, this
row represents a trivial boundary gauge oper-
ator, and the process moves to the next row. If it
is not, it is identified as a nontrivial boundary
gauge operator G. Then, update MGEðM̃2Þ by
appending:

M̃3 ≔eTDmx¼0;my
ðGÞ; (42)

and reapply the MGE to integrate this newly
identified boundary gauge operator and its
translations into the generating matrix. Repeat
this evaluation for each subsequent row to
identify all boundary gauge operators.

With the boundary gauge operators now determined, our
next objective is to obtain the boundary anyon and the
corresponding boundary string operator. The excitation
map (33) demonstrates how Pauli operators violate the
bulk stabilizer, leading to the formulation of the bulk
anyon Eq. (34). However, creating boundary anyons
requires the boundary string operator to commute with
the bulk stabilizers. This constraint necessitates using only
boundary gauge operators to construct the boundary string
operator. Therefore, our task is to arrange these boundary
gauge operators to form a boundary string operator that
commutes with all bulk stabilizers while only failing to
commute with boundary gauge operators at its endpoints.
To address this, we introduce the gauge violation map,

which records violations of boundary gauge operators by a
specific operator. For the generators13 of boundary gauge
operators G1;G2; � � � ;Gr, the gauge violation map for a
Pauli operator P is defined as

ζðPÞ ≔ ½hG1 · Pix0 ; hG2 · Pix0 ; � � � ; hGr · Pix0 �; (43)

where hGi · Pix0 denotes the polynomial component of Gi ·
P where the exponent of x is zero (the exponent of y can be
any integer), reflecting the fact that these operators
preserve translational symmetry only in the y-direction.
Each entry of ζðPÞ is a component in Zd½y; y−1�, forming a
row vector with r entries. Utilizing the gauge violation
map to document these violations, we will introduce the
boundary anyon equation in the subsequent section.

C. Computing boundary anyons
and boundary string operators

In Sec. IV B, we introduced boundary gauge operators
and defined the gauge violation map (43). This section
presents the boundary anyon equation and the equivalence
relations between anyons. We then show how to solve the
boundary anyon equation using boundary gauge operators
to determine the possible boundary anyons and their
corresponding string operators. Finally, we classify the
boundary anyons by computing the Smith normal form,
which identifies the basis anyons14 of the boundary theory
and their fusion rules. The algorithm pseudocode is
provided in Appendix D.
In comparison to the bulk anyon Eq. (34), the boundary

string operators must commute with all stabilizers and only
violate the boundary gauge operators at their endpoints,
without affecting the boundary gauge operators along the
middle of the string. Given this property, any boundary
string operator must be constructed from the boundary
gauge operators. To achieve this, we use the gauge
violation map, which records how an operator violates a
boundary gauge operator. Since boundary string oper-
ators are constructed from boundary gauge operators,
we begin by analyzing the gauge violation map of the
generators of boundary gauge operators Gi ∈G, and then
combine them to form boundary string operators that
create boundary anyons at their endpoints. Specifically,
we define the boundary anyon equation to determine the
boundary anyons:

ζðα1ðyÞG1 þ α2ðyÞG2 þ α3ðyÞG3 þ � � � þ αrðyÞGrÞ
¼ ð1 − ynÞ½q1ðyÞ; q2ðyÞ; � � � ; qrðyÞ� ≔ ð1 − ynÞv;

(44)

where v is a length-r row vector, referred to as a boundary
anyon. This equation indicates that when the boundary
gauge operators Gi are applied at locations αiðyÞ, they
violate the boundary gauge operator near the origin ð0; 0Þ
and the point ð0; nÞ with patterns v and −v, respectively.
To determine whether two bulk anyons are of the same

type, we check if they differ by applying local operators, as
described in Eq. (4). However, for boundary anyons, the

13The generators and their translations generate the entire
gauge group.

14Basis anyons are a minimal set of anyons that generate all
anyons.
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local operators must not violate the bulk stabilizer,
restricting them to the boundary gauge operators. We
define the equivalence relation between anyons v and v0 as
follows:

v0 ∼ v ði:e:; v0 is equivalent to vÞ; (45)

if and only if there exist finite-degree polynomials
p1ðyÞ; p2ðyÞ; � � � ; prðyÞ such that

v0 ¼ vþ p1ðyÞζðG1Þ þ p2ðyÞζðG2Þ þ � � � þ prðyÞζðGrÞ:
(46)

Physically, two boundary anyons are equivalent if they
differ only by the application of boundary gauge operators
G1;G2; � � � ;Gr at positions determined by the polynomials
p1ðyÞ; p2ðyÞ; � � � ; prðyÞ, meaning they can be transformed
into one another through these local operations.
We now detail the algorithm used to solve the boundary

anyon equation and ultimately obtain the basis boundary
anyons. The steps are outlined as follows:
(1) Step 1: Compute the gauge violation map (43) for

generators of boundary gauge operators Gi ∈G
for i ¼ 1; 2;…r.

(2) Step 2: To solve the boundary anyon Eq. (44),
construct the following matrix M̃4:

eM4 ≔

266666666666666666664

eTDmx¼0;my
ðζðG1ÞÞeTDmx¼0;my
ðζðG2ÞÞ

..

.

eTDmx¼0;my
ðζðGrÞÞeTDmx¼0;my

ð½ð1 − ynÞ; 0;…; 0�ÞeTDmx¼0;my
ð½0; ð1 − ynÞ;…; 0�Þ

..

.

eTDmx¼0;my
ð½0; 0;…; ð1 − ynÞ�Þ

377777777777777777775

; (47)

where M̃4 is a 2ð2my þ 1Þr × ð2kþ 1Þ2r matrix.
We examine n ¼ 1; 2; � � � ; n0 for large enough n0 to
ensure that all anyons are obtained, similar to the
bulk anyons derived in Ref. [30].

(3) Step 3: By applying the modified Gaussian elimi-
nation, as outlined in Appendix C, to M̃4, we derive
relations among the rows. These relations enable us
to identify specific combinations of rows that sum
to zero, where the coefficients of the top ð2my þ 1Þr
rows correspond to the boundary string operators,
denoted by αiðyÞ in Eq. (44). Meanwhile, the
negatives of the coefficients of the bottom
ð2my þ 1Þr rows correspond to the boundary any-
ons at the endpoints, labeled by qiðyÞ in Eq. (44).

(4) Step 4: At this stage, we have a set of boundary
anyons V ¼ fv1; v2; v3; � � �g that may contain re-
dundancies. Two anyons, v and v0, are considered
equivalent if they are related by local boundary
gauge operators shown in Eq. (46). Thus, we aim to
retain only the basis boundary anyons while elimi-
nating the redundant ones. To do this, we add local
boundary gauge operators at the endpoints of the
strings to check whether the endpoints of two
strings are equivalent. The following steps should
be taken to achieve this:
(a) Step 4-1: Construct the matrix M̃5 as follows:

M̃5 ≔

26666664

eTDmx¼0;my
ðζðG1ÞÞeTDmx¼0;my
ðζðG2ÞÞ

..

.

eTDmx¼0;my
ðζðGrÞÞ

37777775; (48)

which corresponds to trivial boundary anyons.
(b) Step 4-2: We begin with Mspan ≔ MGEðM̃5Þ

and an initially empty set Vgen ≔ fg. The goal
is to sequentially examine the boundary anyons
in the set V, while Mspan tracks the space
spanned by trivial boundary anyons and those
that have been processed up to that point. First,
we check whether each boundary anyon ṽ can
be expressed as a linear combination of the rows
ofMspan. If ṽ is spanned by the rows ofMspan, it
is redundant, and we move on to the next
boundary anyon. However, if ṽ is not spanned
by the rows ofMspan, we treat it as a generator of
V and append it to the generator set Vgen. To
maintain the spanning space, we update Mspan

by incorporating ṽ into the previous Mspan and
performing Modified Gaussian Elimination to
clean up the matrix. This process ensures that
Mspan includes the newly identified basis boun-
dary anyon ṽ. This procedure is repeated for
each subsequent anyon in V until generators of
V have all been identified in Vgen.

(c) Step 4-3: Boundary anyons in Vgen can still be
redundant, for example Vgen ¼ fe2; e; mg for
the Z4 toric code. Following Ref. [30], we can
construct the relation matrix of these anyons and
compute its Smith normal form. With integer
relations stored as rows ofM, this process yields
unimodular matrices U, Q, and a diagonal
matrix A satisfying UMQ ¼ A. The row-
stacked anyon and string representatives are
transformed by left multiplication by Q−1; the
Smith diagonal entries greater than one give the
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orders of the retained basis anyons, as detailed
in Algorithm 2.

D. Boundary anyon condensation and topological
order completion

After deriving the boundary string operators, the next
step is to explore various boundary constructions based on
the Lagrangian subgroup. Using the folding argument in
Fig. 5, we can subsequently construct defects as the
boundary of the folded system. A crucial part of the
construction is to ensure that the TO condition is satisfied.
The construction steps are as follows:
(1) Step 1: Using the boundary anyons and the corre-

sponding short boundary string operators derived
from Sec. IV C, calculate the topological spin θðaÞ
from Eq. (10) and the braiding statistics Bða; bÞ
from Eq. (11). According to the bulk-boundary
correspondence (Theorem 4), the topological data
of the boundary match those of the bulk. Thus, the
Lagrangian subgroup determined for the boundary
will dictate the bulk anyon condensation.

(2) Step 2: Based on the Lagrangian subgroup, add
products of short boundary string operators (with
weak translational symmetry in the y-direction) to
the Hamiltonian. These short boundary string oper-
ators become stabilizers in the new Hamiltonian.

(3) Step 3: After adding all the short boundary string
operators for the anyons in the chosen Lagrangian
subgroup, apply the procedure from Sec. IV B to
derive an operator that commutes with the stabiliz-
ers but is not itself a product of stabilizers. Incor-
porate this operator, along with its translations, into
the Hamiltonian as new stabilizers. Repeat this
process iteratively until no additional operators
can be found. This procedure is referred to as
topological order completion, ensuring that the
TO condition is satisfied.

(4) Step 4: With the boundary explicitly constructed,
use the method outlined in Appendix F 1 to derive
the bulk string operators that can terminate on the
boundary without energy cost.

V. APPLICATIONS TO BOUNDARY AND DEFECT
CONSTRUCTIONS OF QUANTUM CODES

This section applies our algorithm to various topological
Pauli stabilizer codes and presents the corresponding
boundary and defect constructions. These include the
Z2 standard toric code (Sec. VA), the Z2 fish toric code
(Sec. V B), the Z4 standard toric code (Sec. V C), the
double semion code (Sec. V D), the six-semion code
(Sec. V E), the color code (Sec. V F), and the anomalous
three-fermion code (Sec. VG). The number of distinct
boundaries and defects is shown in Table I. Since the three-
fermion code is anomalous and can only exist on the

boundary of (3 + 1)D topological phases [62,77,83], we
discuss only its defects. We note that it is not a coincidence
that both theZ2 toric code and the three-fermion code have
6 defects, and both the Z4 toric code and the six-semion
code have 22 defects. By re-arranging the anyons in two
copies of theZ2 toric code, we can obtain two copies of the
three-fermion code. Similarly, re-arranging the anyons in
two copies of the Z4 toric code yields two copies of the
six-semion code, as we will demonstrate in Secs. V E and
VG. We find all defects of these models, including both
invertible and non-invertible ones. In particular, the invert-
ible defects contain the familiar constructions obtained by
gauging lower-dimensional SPT phases [17,27,84,85].
Additionally, we provide the boundary gauge operators

for two specific BB codes, ð3; 3Þ-BB codes and
ð2;−3Þ-BB codes, in Secs. V H and VI. As proposed in
Ref. [4], BB codes offer high-threshold, low-overhead,
fault-tolerant quantum memory. These two BB codes are
equivalent to 8 and 10 copies of the Z2 toric code by
Clifford circuits, which have 1,270,075,950 and
167,448,083,323,950 distinct gapped boundary construc-
tions, respectively (as calculated in Appendix E).
Consequently, we do not present explicit boundary or
defect constructions for these codes; instead, we highlight
the unique properties of the anyon string operators.
Notably, the “shortest string operators” for anyons in
BB codes are relatively long compared to the stabilizer
generator size. In the two examples below, the string
operator lengths are 12 and 1023 times the lattice constant
in the square lattice, respectively. Stabilizer codes with
long string operators have been studied in Refs. [86,87].
For general ða; bÞ-BB codes, as defined in detail in

Sec. V H, with small values of a and b, the number of basis
anyons, k, and the length l of the shortest period of all
anyons in the y-direction are presented in Table II.15

Notably, k corresponds precisely to the dimension of

TABLE I. The number of distinct boundaries and defects in
various topological Pauli stabilizer codes, derived by identifying
the Lagrangian subgroups of the corresponding anyon theories.

Boundary Defect

Z2 toric code 2 6
Z2 fish toric code 2 6
Z4 toric code 3 22
Double semion 1 2
Six-semion code 1 22
Color code 6 270
Three-fermion code N/A 6

15Due to symmetry, the string length in the x-direction for the
ða; bÞ-BB code is equivalent to the string length in the y-direc-
tion for the ðb; aÞ-BB code. Therefore, only the string length in
the y-direction is listed in the table.
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the logical space when the BB code is placed on an
l × l torus.

A. Z2 standard toric code

We consider the Z2 standard toric code as an intro-
ductory example. The boundary gauge operators for both
the smooth and rough boundaries, obtained using
Algorithm 1 outlined in Sec. IV B and Appendix D, are
shown in Fig. 13 in green, with the bulk stabilizers
depicted in blue. In the case of the Z2 toric code, the
boundary gauge operators also serve as the short boundary
string operators, derived through Algorithm 2, as described
in Sec. IV C and Appendix D. For clarity, we label the
corresponding boundary anyons in Fig. 13 from top to
bottom as e1 and m1 for the smooth boundary, and e2 and
m2 for the rough boundary. The fusion rules are
e2i ¼ m2

i ¼ 1; ∀ i∈ f1; 2g, indicating that all have order
2. Their topological spins [Eq. (10)] and braiding statistics
[Eq. (11)] are given by

θðeiÞ ¼ θðmiÞ ¼ 1; Bðei;miÞ ¼−1; ∀ i∈f1;2g;
Bða1;a2Þ ¼ 1; ∀ a1∈fe1;m1g; a2∈fe2;m2g:

(49)

This describes two copies of the Z2 toric code (due to
the presence of both smooth and rough boundaries),
thereby confirming the bulk-boundary correspondence
in Theorem 4.
We now demonstrate the construction of the gapped

boundary. The explicit boundary constructions of the Z2

toric code are shown in Fig. 14. Green components
represent short boundary string operators of bosons in
the Lagrangian subgroups (with translational symmetry in
the y-direction), while red components correspond to bulk
anyon string operators. These bulk string operators violate
the bulk stabilizers without violating the boundary
Hamiltonian, indicating the condensation of bulk anyons

TABLE II. For each ða; bÞ-BB code defined by the stabilizers in Eq. (59), the table lists the number k of basis anyons and the minimal
string length l along the y-direction required to generate all anyons. Several listed periods involve products or divisors of powers of 2
and numbers 2i − 1; for example, 217 ¼ 7 × 31, 341 ¼ 1023=3, 762 ¼ 2 × 3 × 127, and 889 ¼ 7 × 127.

anb −3 −2 −1 0 1 2 3

−3 k ¼ 18; l ¼ 42 k ¼ 12; l ¼ 63 k ¼ 6; l ¼ 7 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 14; l ¼ 127 k ¼ 20; l ¼ 341 k ¼ 26; l ¼ 762
−2 k ¼ 12; l ¼ 21 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 15 k ¼ 0; l ¼ 1 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 15 k ¼ 12; l ¼ 21 k ¼ 16; l ¼ 217 k ¼ 20; l ¼ 889
−1 k ¼ 6; l ¼ 7 k ¼ 0; l ¼ 1 k ¼ 6; l ¼ 7 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 15 k ¼ 10; l ¼ 31 k ¼ 12; l ¼ 21 k ¼ 14; l ¼ 127
0 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3
1 k ¼ 14; l ¼ 127 k ¼ 12; l ¼ 9 k ¼ 10; l ¼ 31 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 15 k ¼ 0; l ¼ 1 k ¼ 6; l ¼ 7 k ¼ 6; l ¼ 7
2 k ¼ 20; l ¼ 1023 k ¼ 16; l ¼ 217 k ¼ 12; l ¼ 9 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 15 k ¼ 6; l ¼ 7 k ¼ 0; l ¼ 1 k ¼ 10; l ¼ 31
3 k ¼ 26; l ¼ 762 k ¼ 20; l ¼ 889 k ¼ 14; l ¼ 127 k ¼ 8; l ¼ 3 k ¼ 6; l ¼ 7 k ¼ 10; l ¼ 31 k ¼ 16; l ¼ 12

FIG. 13. The left side illustrates a smooth boundary, while the
right side illustrates a rough boundary. The blue components
represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z2 toric code, and the green
components represent the boundary gauge operators, which also
serve as the short boundary string operators. The corresponding
boundary anyons are labeled from top to bottom as e1 andm1 for
the smooth boundary, and e2 and m2 for the rough boundary.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

FIG. 14. The boundaries of Z2 toric code. Blue components
represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z2 toric code, green
components represent the boundary Hamiltonian, and red com-
ponents represent bulk strings that terminate at the boundary
without causing energy violations. (a) fe1g-condensed, (b)
fe2g-condensed, (c) fm1g-condensed, and (d) fm2g-condensed.
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at the boundary. For clarity, we denote the short boundary
string operators of boundary anyons ei and mi as Oei and
Omi

, respectively. The boundary construction process is
outlined as follows:
(1) Determine Lagrangian subgroups: First, we identify

the Lagrangian subgroups for the boundary anyons:
f1; eig and f1; mig. The Z2 toric code allows two
types of boundary condensations.

(2) Boundary anyon condensation: According to the
condensation procedure in Theorem 9, there are
two possible constructions for the boundary Hamil-
tonian: either adding Oei to condense ei, or adding
Omi

to condense mi. Since Oei and Omi
do not

commute, addingOei with translational symmetry in
the y-direction to the boundary prevents the inclusion
of Omi

.
(3) Topological order completion: After adding

the short boundary string operators, we apply

Algorithm 1 to search for any additional boundary
gauge operators needed to satisfy the TO condition,
as described in Theorem 10. In the case of the
standard toric code, no additional boundary gauge
operators are required.

(4) Bulk strings condensed at the boundary: Following
the procedure in Appendix F 1, we obtain the
condensed bulk string operators at the boundary
after selecting the boundary Hamiltonian. This
corresponds to the red components in Fig. 14.

So far, we have only considered the boundary
Hamiltonian on the smooth or rough boundary of the Z2

toric code. For defect construction, however, we must
simultaneously consider both the left and right semi-infinite
systems in Fig. 14. Specifically, we select Lagrangian
subgroups in the doubled theory f1; e1; m1; f1g ×
f1; e2; m2; f2g to condense at the defect. The explicit defect
construction is illustrated in Fig. 15, where blue components

(a)

(d) (e) (f)

(b) (c)

FIG. 15. The defects of the Z2 toric code. Blue components indicate bulk stabilizers, green components represent the defect
Hamiltonian, and red components show bulk string operators that terminate on or pass through the defect. The red strings commute
with the green defect Hamiltonian. Figures (a)–(d) depict non-invertible defects, where the left-hand side and right-hand side are
decoupled, with e1 or m1 and e2 or m2 condensed independently. Figures (e) and (f) illustrate invertible defects: (e) corresponds to the
trivial defect, where the defect Hamiltonian matches the bulk Hamiltonian, and (f) represents the e −m exchange defect, where e andm
are permuted as they pass through the defect.
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represent bulk stabilizers on both sides, green components
represent defect Hamiltonian, and red components show
bulk string operators terminating on or passing through the
defect. In the example of fe1m2; m1e2g condensation
[Fig. 15(f)], as e1 moves through the defect, it transforms
into m2. Similarly, m1 transforms into e2. The defect
construction process is outlined below and closely resem-
bles the boundary construction process:
(1) Determine Lagrangian subgroups: The Lagrangian

subgroups of two copies of Z2 toric codes are:
fe1; e2g, fe1; m2g, fm1; m2g, fm1; e2g, fe1e2;
m1m2g, fe1m2; m1e2g.

(2) Defect anyon condensation: Following the conden-
sation procedure in Theorem 9, there are six distinct
types of defect constructions. These defect string
operators16 are formed by appropriately combining
boundary string operators at both smooth and rough
boundaries, following the structure of the Lagran-
gian subgroup. A crucial part of this process is
ensuring the correct combination and placement of
the boundary string operators.
For example, when condensing the set

fe1m2; m1e2g, we construct the e1m2 defect string
operator, denoted Oe1m2

, by combining Oe1 at the
left smooth boundary with Om2

at the right boun-
dary. Similarly, we form the m1e2 defect string
operator, denoted Om1e2 , by combining Om1

at the
left smooth boundary with Oe2 at the right boun-
dary. It is crucial that Om1e2 commutes with Oe1m2

.
(3) Topological order completion: After adding the

short defect string operators into the defect
Hamiltonian, we apply Algorithm 1 to search
for any additional defect gauge operators to
satisfy the TO condition. In the case of the
standard toric code, no additional defect gauge
operators are required.

(4) Bulk strings terminating on or passing through
the defect: Following the procedure in
Appendix F 1, we obtain the bulk string operator
terminating on or passing through the defect after
selecting the defect Hamiltonian. This is repre-
sented by the red components in the configuration
shown in Fig. 15.

B. Z2 fish toric code

As a second example, in contrast to theZ2 standard toric
code, we demonstrate the necessity of topological order
completion (Theorem 10) in this case. The bulk stabilizers,
boundary gauge operators, and boundary string operators

of the Z2 fish toric code for the smooth boundary are
shown in Fig. 4 in Sec. II, while the rough boundary is
depicted in Fig. 16.
Since the Z2 fish toric code is equivalent to the Z2

standard toric code conjugated by a finite-depth Clifford
circuit, it does not alter the bulk topological data of the
standard toric code. Therefore, according to the bulk-
boundary correspondence, the topological properties of
the boundary anyons remain the same as in Eq. (49).
Consequently, there are two types of boundary construc-
tions and six types of defect constructions. Following the
procedure outlined in the previous section, the boundary
constructions of the fish toric code are depicted in Fig. 17.
In addition to the short boundary string operators along the
boundary, other boundary gauge operators (highlighted in
purple) are included in the boundary Hamiltonian. For the
smooth boundary, we can add the boundary gauge operator
① or ⑤ as shown in Fig. 4(b). For the rough boundary, we
can add a boundary gauge operator ② or ③ as shown in
Fig. 16(a). These boundary gauge operators can be
selected arbitrarily as long as the topological order con-
dition is satisfied, and the choice does not affect the
condensation properties (Theorem 10).
Finally, the explicit defect constructions are illustrated

in Fig. 35 in Appendix G. Additional defect gauge
operators must be incorporated into the defect
Hamiltonian, similar to the boundary case. In each instance
of condensation, the defect Hamiltonian satisfies the
topological order condition.

(a) (b) (c)

FIG. 16. (a) Boundary gauge operators for the rough boundary,
labeled ①, ②, ③, and ④, along with their translational counter-
parts. The operators ① and ② represent nontrivial secondary
boundary gauge operators, meaning they commute with all bulk
stabilizers but are not truncated Afish

v orBfish
p operators. (b),(c) De-

pict the boundary string operators along the rough boundary.

16We refer to these as defect string operators to maintain
consistency with the previously used term boundary string
operators. This naming convention will also apply to defect
gauge operators in the following discussion.
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C. Z4 toric code

We apply our algorithm to nonprime-dimensional qudits
by exploring explicit boundary and defect constructions
for the Z4 toric code, in contrast to the Z2 case. The
boundary gauge operators are shown in Fig. 18, which also
serve as the short boundary string operators. For clarity, we
label the corresponding boundary anyons from the top
boundary string operator to the bottom as e1 andm1 for the
smooth boundary, and e2 and m2 for the rough boundary.
The fusion rules are e4i ¼ m4

i ¼ 1; ∀ i∈ f1; 2g, indicating
that all have order 4. Their topological spins [Eq. (10)] and
braiding statistics [Eq. (11)] are given by

θðejÞ ¼ θðmjÞ ¼ 1; Bðej; mjÞ ¼ i; j∈ f1; 2g;
Bða1; a2Þ ¼ 1; ∀ a1 ∈ fe1; m1g; a2 ∈ fe2; m2g:

(50)

Following the same construction method, Fig. 19 illus-
trates 3 types of boundary constructions, while 22 types of

defect constructions are presented in Figs. 36 and 37 in
Appendix G. The Lagrangian subgroups are labeled
individually in each of these figures.

D. Double semion code

We study boundary and defect constructions for the
double semion code with Z4 qudits as another example
of nonprime-dimensional qudits. The boundary gauge
operators are illustrated in Fig. 20, which also serve
as the short boundary string operators. For clarity, we
label the corresponding boundary anyons from the top to
the bottom as b1 and s1 for the smooth boundary, and b2
and s2 for the rough boundary. The fusion rules are
b2i ¼ s2i ¼ 1; ∀ i∈ f1; 2g, indicating that all have order
2. Their topological spins [Eq. (10)] and braiding statistics
[Eq. (11)] are given by

θðbjÞ ¼ 1; θðsjÞ ¼ i; Bðbj; sjÞ ¼ −1; j∈ f1; 2g;
Bða1; a2Þ ¼ 1; ∀ a1 ∈ fb1; s1g; a2 ∈ fb2; s2g;

where si is a semion and bi is a boson. Thus, we can only
condense bi at both the smooth and rough boundaries, as
shown in Fig. 21 (si cannot be condensed since its
boundary string operators do not commute with them-
selves). Furthermore, there are 2 types of defect con-
struction, as illustrated in Fig. 22: condensing fb1; b2g and
condensing fb1b2; s̄1s2g.
Interestingly, we can consider orientation-reversing

defects in the double semion code, where one side of
the semi-infinite plane is flipped upside-down. This setup
is equivalent to placing quantum codes on unorientable
manifolds, such as a Klein bottle, which can lead to the
emergence of additional logical gates [14]. Although the
higher-group symmetry structure of these defects has been
studied at the field theory level [27,88], an explicit lattice
construction remains to be demonstrated. Figure 23

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

FIG. 17. The boundaries of Z2 fish toric code. Blue compo-
nents represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z2 fish toric code,
green and purple components represent the boundary Hamil-
tonian, and red components represent bulk strings that terminate
at the boundary without causing energy violations. (a) fe1g-con-
densed, (b) fe2g-condensed, (c) fm1g-condensed, and (d)
fm2g-condensed.

FIG. 18. The left side illustrates a smooth boundary, while the
right side illustrates a rough boundary. The blue components
represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z4 toric code, and the green
components represent the short boundary gauge operators, which
also serve as the short boundary string operators. The corre-
sponding boundary anyons are labeled from top to bottom as e1
and m1 for the smooth boundary, and e2 and m2 for the rough
boundary.
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(a) (b) (c)

(d) (e) (f)

FIG. 19. The boundaries of Z4 toric code. Blue components represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z4 toric code, green components
represent the boundary Hamiltonian, and red components represent bulk strings that terminate at the boundary without causing energy
violations. (a) fe1g-condensed, (b) fm1g-condensed, (c) fe21; m2

1g-condensed, (d) fe2g-condensed, (e) fm2g-condensed, and (f)
fe22; m2

2g-condensed.

FIG. 20. The left side illustrates a smooth boundary, while the
right side illustrates a rough boundary. The blue components
represent the bulk stabilizers of the double semion code with Z4

qudits, and the green components represent the short boundary
gauge operators, which also serve as the short boundary string
operators. The corresponding boundary anyons are labeled from
top to bottom as b1 and s1 for the smooth boundary, and b2 and s2
for the rough boundary.

(a) (b)

FIG. 21. The boundaries of Z4 double semion. Blue compo-
nents represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z4 double semion,
green components represent the boundary Hamiltonian, and red
components represent bulk strings that terminate at the boundary
without causing energy violations. (a) fb1g-condensed and (b)
fb2g-condensed.
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illustrates the defect constructions, where the double
semion code on the left is flipped upside-down relative
to the one on the right.

E. Six-semion code

We present another example involving Z4 qudits: the
six-semion code. The stabilizers and boundary gauge
operators are depicted in Fig. 24, where each edge contains
two Z4 qudits labeled by subscripts 1 and 2. The boundary
gauge operators ② and ④ on the smooth boundary, as well
as ⑤ and ⑦ on the rough boundary, also serve as short
boundary string operators. We label the corresponding
boundary anyons as ẽ1, m̃1, ẽ2, and m̃2. The fusion rules

are ẽ4i ¼ m̃4
i ¼ 1; ∀ i∈ f1; 2g, indicating that all have

order 4. Their topological spins [Eq. (10)] and braiding
statistics [Eq. (11)] are given by

θðẽjÞ ¼ θðm̃jÞ ¼ i; Bðẽj; m̃jÞ ¼ i; j∈ f1; 2g;
Bða1; a2Þ ¼ 1; ∀ a1 ∈ fẽ1; m̃1g; a2 ∈ fẽ2; m̃2g:

(51)

Compared to Eq. (50), the six-semion code is analogous
to the Z4 toric code, but with bosons e and m replaced by
semions ẽ and m̃. In this anyon theory, there are 16 anyons,
with 4 bosons 1; ẽ2; m̃2; ẽ2m̃2, 6 semions ẽ; m̃; ẽ3; m̃3;

(a) (b)

FIG. 22. The defects of theZ4 double semion code. Blue components indicate bulk stabilizers, green components represent the defect
Hamiltonian, and red components show bulk string operators that terminate on or pass through the defect. The red strings commute
with the green defect Hamiltonian. (a) fb1; b2g-condensed and (b) fb1b2; s̄1s2g-condensed.

(a) (b)

FIG. 23. Orientation-reversing defects in the Z4 double semion code. The left side shows the orientation-reversed double semion
code, flipped upside-down, compared to the double semion code on the right. Blue components indicate bulk stabilizers, green
components represent the defect Hamiltonian, and red components show bulk string operators that terminate on or pass through the
defect. The red strings commute with the green defect Hamiltonian. (a) fb1; b2g-condensed and (b) fb1b2; s̄1s2g-condensed.
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ẽm̃3; ẽ3m̃, and 6 anti-semions ẽm̃2; ẽ2m̃; ẽ3m̃2; ẽ2m̃3; ẽm̃;
ẽ3m̃3. There is a single boundary construction, correspond-
ing to the condensation of all bosons in the six-semion
code, generated by ẽ2; m̃2, as shown in Fig. 25.
Additionally, 22 types of defect constructions correspond
to the condensation of the following Lagrangian sub-
groups:

L1 ¼fẽ21; m̃2
1; ẽ

2
2;m̃

2
2g; L2 ¼fẽ1m̃1ẽ2m̃3

2;m̃
2
1m̃

2
2; ẽ

2
2m̃

2
2g;

L3 ¼fẽ1ẽ22m̃3
2;m̃1ẽ2m̃2g; L4 ¼fẽ1ẽ2m̃2

2; m̃
2
1m̃

2
2; ẽ

2
2g;

L5 ¼fẽ1ẽ22m̃3
2;m̃1ẽ2m̃2

2g; L6 ¼fẽ1m̃1m̃2;m̃2
1ẽ

2
2;m̃

2
2g;

L7 ¼fẽ1ẽ32m̃2
2;m̃1ẽ22m̃2g; L8 ¼fẽ21m̃2

2; m̃1ẽ2m̃2; ẽ22m̃
2
2g;

L9 ¼fẽ1ẽ2m̃2;m̃1ẽ22m̃
3
2g; L10 ¼fẽ1ẽ2m̃2;m̃2

1m̃
2
2; ẽ

2
2m̃

2
2g;

L11 ¼fẽ1ẽ2m̃2;m̃1ẽ32m̃
2
2g; L12 ¼fẽ1ẽ32m̃3

2;m̃1ẽ22m̃2g;
L13 ¼fẽ1ẽ2m̃2

2;m̃1ẽ32m̃
3
2g; L14 ¼fẽ1ẽ2m̃2

2;m̃1ẽ22m̃
3
2g;

L15 ¼fẽ21m̃2
2;m̃1ẽ2m̃2

2; ẽ
2
2g; L16¼fẽ1ẽ32m̃2

2; m̃1ẽ2m̃2g;
L17 ¼fẽ1ẽ22m̃2;m̃2

1ẽ
2
2; m̃

2
2g; L18¼fẽ1ẽ32m̃3

2; m̃1ẽ2m̃2
2g;

L19 ¼fẽ1m̃1ẽ2;m̃2
1m̃

2
2; ẽ

2
2g; L20¼fẽ1ẽ22m̃2; m̃1ẽ32m̃

2
2g;

L21 ¼fẽ21ẽ22;m̃1ẽ22m̃2; m̃2
2g; L22¼fẽ1ẽ22m̃2; m̃1ẽ32m̃

3
2g:

For simplicity, we only list the generators of each
Lagrangian subgroup above. The construction follows
the same method in previous sections, so we omit the
detailed constructions of all 22 defects. The defect
Hamiltonian terms are formed by combining the short

boundary string operators of the corresponding bosons in
the given Lagrangian subgroup. In this case, we have
verified that the topological order completion step is not
required for these defect constructions.
Note that these 22 defects correspond to the 22 defects

in the Z4 toric code. This correspondence arises from the
fact that anyons in two copies of the six-semion code can
be mapped to anyons in two copies of the Z4 toric code,
and vice versa, as follows:

8>><>>:
ẽ1 ↔ e1m1;
m̃1 ↔ e21m

3
1e2m

3
2;

ẽ2 ↔ e2m2;
m̃2 ↔ e1m3

1e
3
2m

2
2;

or

8>>><>>>:
ẽ1m̃3

1ẽ
3
2m̃

2
2 ↔ e1;

ẽ31m̃
2
1m̃2 ↔ e2;

m̃1ẽ2m̃2
2 ↔ m1;

ẽ1m̃2
1ẽ2m̃

3
2 ↔ m2:

(52)

This mapping is consistent with the topological spins
and braiding statistics of the Z4 toric code and the six-
semion code in Eqs. (50) and (51).

F. Color code

In this section, we examine the boundaries and defects
of the color code on a honeycomb lattice, where each
vertex hosts a single qubit. The honeycomb lattice is

FIG. 24. The left side illustrates a smooth boundary, while the
right side illustrates a rough boundary. The blue components
represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z4 six-semion code, while
the green components represent the boundary gauge operators.
The boundary gauge operators ② and ④ on the smooth boundary,
as well as ⑤ and ⑦ on the rough boundary also serve as the short
boundary string operators. The corresponding boundary anyons
are labeled as ẽ1, m̃1, ẽ2 and m̃2.

(a) (b)

FIG. 25. The boundaries of the Z4 six-semion code. Blue
components represent the bulk stabilizers of the Z4 six-semion
code, green components represent the boundary Hamiltonian,
and red components represent bulk strings that terminate at the
boundary without causing energy violations. (a) fẽ21; m̃2

1g-
condensed and (b) fẽ22; m̃2

2g-condensed.
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naturally embedded into a square lattice, with the vertices
of the honeycomb lattice positioned on the edges of the
square lattice, following the conventions established in
Refs. [30,89,90]. The boundary gauge operators of the
color code, which also function as short boundary string
operators, are illustrated in Fig. 26. The boundary anyons
are labeled as e1, m1, e2, m2 for the left boundary, and e3,
m3, e4, m4 for the right boundary. The fusion rules
are e2i ¼ m2

i ¼ 1; ∀ i∈ f1; 2; 3; 4g, indicating that all
have order 2. Their topological spins [Eq. (10)] and
braiding statistics [Eq. (11)] are described by the following
relations:

θðeiÞ ¼ θðmiÞ ¼ 1; Bðei; miÞ ¼ −1;
Bðei; ejÞ ¼ Bðei;mjÞ ¼ Bðmi;mjÞ ¼ 1; ∀ i ≠ j;

(53)

where i; j∈ f1; 2; 3; 4g. Note that each side corresponds to
two copies of the Z2 toric code, as the color code can be
interpreted as the “folded” toric code [91]. The boundaries
of the color code exhibit 6 types of boundary anyon
condensations, as illustrated in Fig. 39. These boundaries
are equivalent to defects in the Z2 toric code by the folding
argument. The color code itself allows for 270 distinct
defect constructions, which is proved in Appendix E.

A few examples of Lagrangian subgroups for these defect
constructions are listed below:

L1 ¼ fe1; e2; e3; e4g;
L2 ¼ fe1; e2; m3e4; e3m4g;
L3 ¼ fm1e3; e1m3; m2m4; e2e4g;
L4 ¼ fm1e3e4; e1e2e3m4; m2e3e4; m3e3m4e4g;

..

.

(54)

The detailed constructions of these Lagrangian sub-
groups are omitted for brevity. Computational verification
confirms that topological order completion is not required
for these 270 anyon condensations.

G. Anomalous three-fermion code

Our algorithm can also be applied to anomalous Pauli
stabilizer codes, where the Hilbert space lacks a tensor
product structure. For example, with twoZ2 qudits on each
edge, consider the three-fermion code:

ð55Þ

where G1 ¼ 1 and G2 ¼ 1 are gauge constraints on the
Hilbert space of the three-fermion code, indicating that G1

and G2 cannot be violated, and we only consider operators
that commute with them. Under these constraints, anyons
are defined as violations of S1 and S2, which together form
the three-fermion topological order [62,71,83,92].
As this anomalous theory lies at the boundary of a

ð3þ 1ÞD invertible topological phase [93], it cannot
support a further boundary, i.e., the boundary has no
boundary. Therefore, we follow the procedure outlined in
Sec. IV B to derive the defect gauge operators that
commute with G1, G2, S1, and S2. Figure 27 illustrates
the gauge constraints G1 and G2, represented in orange,
throughout the defect lattice, while the stabilizers S1 and
S2 are only present away from the defect. The defect gauge
operators are depicted in green. For clarity, the bulk anyons
in Fig. 28 are labeled as fa1 , f

b
1 , and f

c
1 on the left side, and

FIG. 26. The stabilizers of the color code consist of products of
Pauli X or Z operators acting on the vertices of each hexagon.
The hexagons are colored red, yellow, and blue to distinguish the
different types of anyons. Awhite region in the center represents
a defect, with the boundary gauge operators on both sides
depicted in green, exhibiting translational symmetry along the
defect line. The boundary gauge operators labeled ① through ⑧

also serve as short boundary string operators. The corresponding
boundary anyons are labeled e1, m1, e2, m2, e3, m3, e4, and m4,
respectively.
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fa2 , f
b
2 , and fc2 on the right side. The fusion rules are

ðfaj Þ2 ¼ ðfbj Þ2 ¼ 1; ∀ j∈ f1; 2g, indicating that all have
order 2. Their topological spins [Eq. (10)] and braiding
statistics [Eq. (11)] are given by

θðfaj Þ ¼ θðfbj Þ ¼ −1; Bðfaj ; fbj Þ ¼ −1; j∈ f1; 2g;
Bða1; a2Þ ¼ 1; ∀ a1 ∈ ffa1; fb1g; a2 ∈ ffa2; fb2g;

(56)

where we have omitted the data for fcj ¼ faj f
b
j as it can be

generated from faj and fbj . According to the anyon theory,

we can enumerate 6 distinct Lagrangian subgroups, with
the corresponding defect constructions provided in Fig. 38
in Appendix G.
Note that these 6 defects are related to the 6 defects in

the Z2 toric code. This is because anyons in two copies of
the three-fermion code can be mapped to those in two
copies of the Z2 toric code, and vice versa, as follows:

8>>><>>>:
fa1 ↔ e1m1;
fb1 ↔ e1e2m2;
fa2 ↔ e2m2;
fb2 ↔ e2e1m1;

or

8>>>>><>>>>>:
fb1f

a
2 ↔ e1;

fa1f
b
1f

a
2 ↔ m1;

fa1f
b
2 ↔ e2;

fa1f
a
2f

b
2 ↔ m2:

(57)

This mapping is consistent with the topological spins
and braiding statistics of the Z2 toric code and the three-
fermion code in Eqs. (49) and (56).

H. (3,3)-bivariate bicycle codes

This section focuses on the ð3; 3Þ-BB code, which is part
of the family of LDPC codes proposed in Ref. [4]. This
code is represented as the ⟦144; 12; 12⟧ code on a finite
12 × 6 torus, with its stabilizers expressed as follows:

S1 ¼

26664
f
g
0

0

37775; S2 ¼

26664
0

0

ḡ
f̄

37775;
�
f ¼ y2ðxþ x2 þ ybÞ;
g ¼ x2ðyþ y2 þ xaÞ;

(58)

where a ¼ b ¼ 3, and we are working with Z2 qubits,
making the minus signs irrelevant. Since we have the
freedom to redefine the generators of the Pauli operators,
we can shift f and g by arbitrary polynomials. For
instance, we can use alternative stabilizers given by

S0
1 ¼

26664
f0

g0

0

0

37775; S0
2 ¼

26664
0

0

g0

f0

37775;
�
f0 ¼ xþ x2 þ yb;
g0 ¼ yþ y2 þ xa;

(59)

with a ¼ b ¼ 3. The stabilizers in Eqs. (58) and (59) are
illustrated in Fig. 29. Notably, we can shift the horizontal
edges two steps down and the vertical edges two steps to
the left to transform the stabilizers from Eq. (58) to
Eq. (59). Under periodic boundary conditions, these two
expressions of stabilizers are equivalent. However, with
open boundary conditions, their boundary constructions
must be examined separately, as there is no straightforward
correspondence achieved by simply shifting the edges. We
will analyze both expressions, as Eq. (59) is more compact

FIG. 27. Three-fermion code. The orange components re-
present the gauge constraints, the blue components represent
the stabilizers, and the green components represent the defect
gauge operators that commute with all gauge constraints and
stabilizers.

FIG. 28. The bulk string operators are labeled with anyons,
from top to bottom, as fa1 , f

b
1 , and fc1 ¼ fa1f

b
1 on the left, and fa2 ,

fb2 , and fc2 ¼ fa2f
b
2 on the right.
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locally and may be more practical for experimental
implementation. We refer to Eq. (59), with general integers
a and b, as the (a; b)-BB code.
We apply our algorithm to compute the boundary gauge

operators for these stabilizers. For the bulk stabilizers in
Eq. (58), the boundary gauge operators consist solely of
primary ones, meaning they can all be obtained as
truncated stabilizers. In contrast, for the bulk stabilizers
in Eq. (59), there are secondary boundary gauge operators,
as illustrated in Fig. 30.
Using these boundary gauge operators, the number of

boundary anyon generators for string lengths from 1 to 12
is given by

String length 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

No. of generators 0 0 8 0 0 12 0 0 8 0 0 16

Our computation finds 16 generators of boundary string
operators, as illustrated in Fig. 40 in Appendix G, each
with a string length of 12. These generators yield the
topological content of 8 copies of the toric code.
The Gröbner-basis approach of Ref. [94] confirms that
the maximal number of independent anyon generators is
16, establishing the completeness of this set. In Ref. [4],
the ð3; 3Þ-BB code is placed on a 6 × 12 torus, resulting in
a ⟦144; 12; 12⟧ qLDPC code. The logical dimension is 12
because, with a period of 6 in the x-direction, only 12 of
the 16 boundary anyon generators remain. When the
ð3; 3Þ-BB code is placed on a 12 × 12 torus, it utilizes
all anyons, resulting in a ⟦288; 16; 12⟧ qLDPC code. More
generally, on a torus of size 12L × 12L, the qubit count

n ¼ 288L2 and logical count k ¼ 16 are fixed by the
lattice and anyon content. The distance entry 12L for the
BB family in the following comparison is numerically
motivated and is not asserted as an analytic result for all L:

Codes on a12L×12L torus ⟦n;k;d⟧

ð3;3Þ-BB code ⟦288L2;16;12L⟧

StandardZ2 toric code ⟦288L2;2;12L⟧

(60)

We assume that nontrivial spanning bulk strings have
minimum weight 12L, as suggested by the numerical
results.
To construct a planar ð3; 3Þ-BB surface code on a

12L × 12L open square, we include as stabilizers local
generating sets of all X-type boundary gauge operators on
the left and right edges and all Z-type boundary gauge
operators on the top and bottom edges, including both
primary and secondary generators. We perform TO com-
pletion at the corners by adding compatible local terms.
These boundaries condense fmig and feig, respectively.
Once residual boundary and corner logicals are removed,
the eight toric-code sectors give k ¼ 8, while the qubit
count is exactly n ¼ 288L2.
The logical operators are anyon strings connecting

opposite condensing boundaries. Since the boundary

(a) (b)

FIG. 29. The stabilizer S1 is depicted in light blue at the top,
while S2 is shown in dark blue at the bottom. (a) Stabilizers from
Eq. (58) and (b) stabilizers from Eq. (59).

FIG. 30. The left side illustrates a smooth boundary, while the
right side illustrates a rough boundary. The blue components
represent the bulk stabilizers of the (3, 3)-BB code in Eq. (59),
and the green components represent the boundary gauge oper-
ators. The operator① for the smooth boundary and the operator ②
for the rough boundary are secondary boundary gauge operators
that cannot be obtained through truncation.
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gauge operators include all truncated bulk stabilizers, after
being embedded into an infinite plane, these strings
commute with bulk stabilizers away from their endpoints
and are segments of infinite bulk anyon strings. Therefore,
every nontrivial planar logical operator is obtained from
such a spanning bulk segment by modifying only endpoint
regions of fixed size independent of L. These modifica-
tions change the weight by at most a constant C indepen-
dent of L. Under the bulk-weight assumption (60), this
gives d ≥ 12L − C, and we expect the parameters:

Codes on a12L×12Lsquare ⟦n;k;d⟧

ð3;3Þ-BBsurfacecode ⟦288L2;8;d¼12L−Oð1Þ⟧
StandardZ2 toric code ⟦288L2;1;12L⟧

(61)

Reference [31] gives an explicit ⟦288; 8; 12⟧ planar BB
code using a different choice of bulk stabilizers.

I. (2,-3)-bivariate bicycle codes

The stabilizers of the Z2ð2;−3Þ-bivariate bicycle code
are given by the following expressions:

S1 ¼

26664
h0

k0
0

0

37775; S2 ¼

26664
0

0

k0

h0

37775;
�
h0 ¼ xþ x2 þ y−3;
k0 ¼ yþ y2 þ x2:

(62)

Alternatively, they can also be written as

S0
1 ¼

26664
h
k
0

0

37775; S0
2 ¼

26664
0

0
k̄
h̄

37775;
�
h ¼ y2ðxþ x2 þ y−3Þ;
k ¼ x2ðyþ y2 þ x2Þ:

(63)

Both sets of stabilizers are depicted in Fig. 31. On a
periodic lattice, such as a finite torus, the stabilizers in
Eqs. (62) and (63) are equivalent up to edge shifts. However,
when considering open boundary conditions, these two
cases are treated separately, similar to the distinction
between Eqs. (58) and (59) from the previous section.
From these stabilizers, we compute the boundary gauge

operators. We have verified that, for both smooth and
rough boundaries, only primary boundary gauge operators
are present for the bulk stabilizers in Eqs. (62) or (63).17

Unlike the bulk stabilizers, which possess translational
symmetry in two dimensions, the boundary gauge oper-
ators exhibit translational symmetry in only one dimen-
sion, facilitating more efficient computation of the anyons.
Consequently, we verified that at a string length of 1023,
there are 20 generators of boundary string operators
corresponding to the anyons in 10 copies of the toric
code. The bulk anyons also exhibit a periodicity of 1023
due to the bulk-boundary correspondence established in
Theorem 4. This long periodicity of anyons is a typical
feature of the BB code family.

VI. DISCUSSION

This work improves upon the method in Ref. [30] by
introducing an operator algebra formalism on a truncated
lattice, offering a rigorous framework for proving key
lemmas and theorems. We develop algorithms to extract
boundary gauge and string operators from truncated Pauli
stabilizer codes, enabling the calculation of topological
spin, braiding statistics, and Lagrangian subgroups for
constructing boundaries and defects. The algorithm
applies to both prime and nonprime dimensional qudit
stabilizer codes and has been tested on various examples,
demonstrating its effectiveness and versatility. Our method
extends to lattices with different codes on either side,
enabling the construction of defects that bridge and modify
bulk anyons. Using bulk-boundary correspondence, we
infer bulk properties from the (1 + 1)D boundary, accel-
erating the computation of topological data in the (2 + 1)D
bulk, such as identifying anyons and their string operators.
For instance, in the ð2;−3Þ-BB code, we derive 20
independent generators of the boundary-anyon fusion

(a) (b)

FIG. 31. The stabilizer S1 is depicted in light blue at the top,
while S2 is shown in dark blue at the bottom. (a) Stabilizers from
Eq. (62) and (b) stabilizers from Eq. (63).

17A subtle point arises for the boundary: certain qubits on
specific edges are not acted upon by any bulk stabilizers, so these
edges are excluded when computing the boundary gauge
operators.
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group, corresponding to 10 copies of the Z2 toric code,
with period-1023 string operators at a speed ten times
faster than bulk computation using the method in
Ref. [30]. Our approach offers an efficient tool for
deriving topological data in Pauli stabilizer codes. A
promising future direction is optimizing our algorithm to
handle stabilizers with larger weights, which is crucial for
studying BB codes, where stabilizers typically involve
large structures. Recent studies have focused on the
properties of BB codes [4,5,95–105], making this opti-
mization especially relevant.
Beyond Pauli stabilizer codes, extensions like the XS

[106] and XP [107,108] formalisms modify the stabilizer
framework by incorporating roots of the Pauli Z operator.
Since XP stabilizer codes also have a symplectic repre-
sentation, extending the polynomial formalism and our
algorithm to these codes is feasible. This represents a
crucial step toward exploring non-Pauli or non-Clifford
stabilizer codes, which could exhibit non-Abelian anyon
statistics—an essential feature for universal topological
quantum computation.
Another potential extension of our polynomial formal-

ism involves generalizing the Z2 translational symmetry to
more general, possibly non-Abelian, groups. Currently, we
focus on Pauli stabilizer codes on two-dimensional lattices
with Z2 symmetry, represented by the Laurent polynomial
generators x and y. We aim to extend this to more complex
graphs with arbitrary translation groups G, where the
generators are labeled g1; g2; g3, etc. This generalization
would still use a “polynomial” ring over these generators,
enabling the representation of Pauli stabilizer codes on the
Cayley graph of G. This approach, widely used in
constructing qLDPC codes [1–3,109,110], will guide the
adaptation of our algorithm, providing new insights into
advanced qLDPC codes.
In addition, we are exploring a ð3þ 1ÞD generalization

of our algorithm. A new protocol would be required to
detect loop excitations. One approach involves using
dimensional reduction by compactifying one dimension
of the ð3þ 1ÞD system, transforming it into a quasi-2D
system [111]. This technique would enable efficient
detection of both particle and compactified loop excita-
tions. Also, we can study the ð2þ 1ÞD anomalous
boundaries of ð3þ 1ÞD Pauli stabilizer codes, such as
the three-fermion code at the boundary of the Walker-
Wang model [112], to investigate chiral boundary theories.
Furthermore, an additional generalization involves sub-

system codes [71,113–115] and Floquet codes [116–120].
Subsystem codes relax the need for all Hamiltonian terms
to commute, allowing noncommuting terms to act as gauge
operators—an approach we have used to describe boun-
dary theories in this paper. Floquet codes add further
complexity by leveraging the temporal sequence of

measurements, where each cycle generates an instanta-
neous stabilizer code, such as the toric code derived from
the honeycomb model [116]. Applying our algorithm to a
broader range of subsystem and Floquet codes could
provide deeper insights into these dynamic systems.
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APPENDIX A: TOPOLOGICAL SPINS AND
BRAIDING STATISTICS FROM BOUNDARY

STRING OPERATORS

In this appendix, we will prove Theorems 5 and 6. We
begin by showing that the expression for the boundary
topological spin in Eq. (10),

θðaÞ ¼ ½UðaÞ1→2; UðaÞ2→3�
≔ UðaÞ1→2UðaÞ2→3UðaÞ†1→2UðaÞ†2→3; (A1)

is a topological invariant, meaning it is independent of the
specific choice of UðaÞ1→2 and UðaÞ2→3. Next, we will
demonstrate that this topological invariant corresponds to
the topological spin obtained from the T-junction process
for bulk anyons. Finally, we will apply the same concept to
derive the braiding statistics between boundary anyons.
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1. Topological invariant

Given the boundary string operators UðaÞ1→2 and
UðaÞ2→3, which move the boundary anyon a from vertex
1 to 2 and from vertex 2 to 3, respectively, as illustrated in
the above figure, we first show that Eq. (A1) is indepen-
dent of the specific choices of UðaÞ. For simplicity, we
denote UðaÞ1→2 and UðaÞ2→3 as U1 and U2.
Since we have the freedom to redefine the boundary

anyon by applying local boundary gauge operators, we can
“dress” the string operators with some boundary term G
near their endpoints, resulting in new boundary string
operators:

U1 → fU1 ¼ G2U1G
†
1; U2 → fU2 ¼ G3U2G

†
2: (A2)

As a result, a string operator from point 1 to 3 trans-
forms as follows:

U2U1 → G3U2G
†
2G2U1G

†
1 ¼ G3U2U1G

†
1 ¼ fU2

fU1 : (A3)

Thus, we see that the transformation preserves the
overall structure of the string operator, with the redefini-
tion occurring only at the endpoints.
Before we proceed to compute the commutator between

the new U1 and U2, we need to mention a fact:
½G2; U2U1� ¼ 1, using the group commutator defined in
Eq. (A1). In other words, the boundary term G2 at point 2
commutes with the longer string operator from point 1 to
point 3. This follows from the definition of boundary string
operators, which commute with all boundary terms in their
middle parts and only violate something near their
endpoints.
We now compute the commutator between the new

string operators fU1 and fU2:

fU1
fU2

fU1
†fU2

† ¼ ðG2U1G
†
1ÞðG3U2G

†
2ÞðG1U

†
1G

†
2ÞðG2U

†
2G

†
3Þ

¼ G2U1G
†
1G3U2G

†
2G1U

†
1U

†
2G

†
3

¼ G2U1G
†
1χU2G3G

†
2G1U

†
1χ

−1G†
3U

†
2;

where we have used the relation G3U2 ¼ χU2G3, where
χ ∈Uð1Þ, given that both G and U are Pauli operators.
Since U1, G1, and G2 are far from G3, they commute with
G3. Similarly, G1 commutes with both U2 and G2.
Therefore, we can simplify the expression as follows:

fU1
fU2

fU1
†fU2

† ¼ G2U1G
†
1U2G

†
2G1U

†
1U

†
2

¼ G2U1U2G
†
2U

†
1U

†
2

¼ U1U2U
†
1U

†
2: (A4)

The commutator remains unchanged by the redefinition
of the string operators, confirming that the expression is
independent of the specific choice of UðaÞ.

2. Topological spin

Next, we will demonstrate that this topological invari-
ant corresponds to the topological spin of the anyon. As
shown in Fig. 32, the boundary string operators UðaÞ1→2

andUðaÞ2→3 move the boundary anyon a from vertex 1 to
vertex 2 and from vertex 2 to vertex 3, respectively
(as shown in the figure above). Additionally, the bulk
string operator UðaÞ4→2 moves the bulk anyon a to the
boundary.
For simplicity, we will refer to these string operators as

U1 ¼ UðaÞ1→2,U2 ¼ UðaÞ2→3, andU3 ¼ UðaÞ4→2. When
the right-hand side of the system is restored (recalling
that the open system is a truncated version of an infinite

U(a)2→3 U(a)3→1

U(a)4→2

U(a)1→2

a–1

a–1 a–1a a a
a

1

2

3

a–1

4

1

2

3

4

complete the 
right-hand side

FIG. 32. The boundary string operators UðaÞ1→2 and UðaÞ2→3

move boundary anyon a, while UðaÞ4→2 represents a bulk string
operator terminating at the boundary, also creating the boundary
anyon a. We first embed the truncated system into the original
infinite plane by completing the right-hand side, transforming
UðaÞ1→2, UðaÞ2→3, and UðaÞ4→2 into bulk string operators in the
completed system. Subsequently, we slightly extend UðaÞ4→2 to
the right, represented by the green string, and append a string
operator along the semi-circle (purple) to UðaÞ2→3UðaÞ1→2 to
form a closed loop.
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system), these string operators are embedded as bulk string
operators within the complete system. In this completed
configuration, we can apply the T-junction process (6) to
compute the topological spin of the anyon a18:

θðaÞ ¼ U†
3U

†
2U

†
1U3U2U1: (A5)

Since U1, U2, and U3 are Pauli operators, their com-
mutators result in Uð1Þ phases. Using the relation
½U†

i ; Uj� ¼ ½Ui;Uj�−1, we can express the topological
spin as

θðaÞ ¼ ½U3; U2� × ½U3; U1� × ½U2; U1�: (A6)

This shows that the commutation relations between
these string operators determine the topological spin.
Now, we study the two commutators ½U3; U2� and

½U3; U1�. Using the fact that U represents Pauli operators,
we find that their product is equal to ½U3; U2U1�. We can
gain insight into the commutation between U3 and U2U1

in the completed system. We extend U3 ¼ UðaÞ4→2

slightly into the bulk (green string in Fig. 32) and complete
U2U1 ¼ UðaÞ2→3UðaÞ1→2 by adding a bulk string oper-
ator UðaÞ3→1 (purple semi-circle in Fig. 32). Importantly,
the extended semi-circle does not affect the commutation,
as it is spatially distant from the extended U3. We define
the extension of U3 as U3OLHSORHS, where OLHS and
ORHS are Pauli operators fully supported in the LHS and

RHS, respectively. Since the middle part of the extended
green string still commutes with the bulk stabilizers in
the LHS, OLHS must be a boundary gauge operator.
Consequently, by definition, OLHS commutes with the
boundary string operator U2U1. Furthermore, it is evident
that ORHS also commutes with U2U1, as they do not
overlap. Thus, we conclude that the extensions of U3 and
U2U1 do not affect their commutation relation.
This transforms the commutator ½U3; U2U1� into the full

(counter-clockwise) braiding of the anyon a−1 in the bulk:

½U3; U2U1� ¼ U3ðU2U1ÞU†
3ðU2U1Þ† ¼ θðaÞ2: (A7)

Thus, we obtain

½U2; U1� ¼ θðaÞ−1; (A8)

or more precisely,

θðaÞ ¼ ½UðaÞð1→2Þ; UðaÞð2→3Þ�: (A9)

This expression captures the topological spin of anyon a
from the boundary string operators.

3. Braiding statistics

To analyze the braiding process between boundary
anyons, we slightly modify the setup by defining the
boundary string operators UðaÞ1→3 and UðbÞ2→4, which
move boundary anyon a from vertex 1 to 3 and anyon b
from vertex 2 to 4 along the boundary, as illustrated in the
figure above. After restoring the right-hand side, we
append the boundary operator UðbÞ2→4 with a bulk string
operator UðbÞ4→2, which moves the bulk anyon b from
vertex 4 back to 2 along the semi-circle.

Following the same intuition used in deriving the
topological spin, we can express the full braiding between
anyons a and b as

Bða; bÞ ¼ UðaÞ1→3ðUðbÞ2→4UðbÞ4→2Þ
UðaÞ†1→3ðUðbÞ2→4UðbÞ4→2Þ†:

(A10)

Since UðbÞ4→2 and UðaÞ1→3 are spatially separated,
they commute with each other. Therefore, the braiding
statistics of boundary anyons can be computed as

Bða; bÞ ¼ UðaÞ1→3UðbÞ2→4UðaÞ†1→3UðbÞ†2→4: (A11)
18The orientation of U2 is reversed compared to the setup in

Eq. (6), so W†
2 is replaced with U2.
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APPENDIX B: UNITS IN THE FORMAL
LAURENT SERIES

In this section, we derive the necessary and sufficient
condition for an element in the formal Laurent series
ZdððxÞÞ to be a unit.
First, the formal Laurent seriesZdððxÞÞ is defined by the

polynomials of x and x−1, and the degree of x is allowed to
be positive infinite. Any element fðxÞ∈ZdððxÞÞ can be
written as

fðxÞ ¼
X∞
i¼−k

aixi; (B1)

with k∈Z and ai ∈Zd. The formal Laurent series ZdððxÞÞ
forms a ring since the multiplication of the polynomials
can be defined in the standard way. A unit is an element in
the ring with a multiplicative inverse.

Lemma 18. An element in the formal Laurent series
fðxÞ ¼ P∞

i¼−k aixi ∈ZdððxÞÞ with ai ∈Zd is a unit if and
only if the ideal generated by faig is Zd. Equivalently,
there exist coefficients fmig with each mi ∈Zd and an
integer n such that

Xn
i¼−k

miai ≡ 1 ðmod dÞ: (B2)

Proof. We first show that Eq. (B2) is necessary for fðxÞ
to be a unit in ZdððxÞÞ. If the GCD of the coefficients
fa−k; a−kþ1; � � �g together with d is greater than 1, then
every multiple of fðxÞ will have coefficients divisible by
this GCD, which implies that fðxÞ cannot have an inverse
in ZdððxÞÞ. Therefore, Eq. (B2) is necessary for fðxÞ to be
invertible.
To demonstrate that the condition in Eq. (B2) is

sufficient, we begin by considering the primary decom-
position of the ring Zd, which can be expressed as a
product of rings corresponding to the prime power factors
of d:

Zd ≅ Z
p
k1
1

× Z
p
k2
2

× � � � × Zpkr
r
; (B3)

where pi are the distinct prime factors of d and ki are the
corresponding exponents in the factorization of d. By the
Chinese remainder theorem, fðxÞ has an inverse inZdððxÞÞ
if and only if it has an inverse in each Z

p
ki
i
ððxÞÞ. More

concretely, if fðxÞ has an inverse fðxÞ−1ki modulo pki
i for

each i, then by the Chinese remainder theorem, there exists
a unique solution IðxÞ modulo d that satisfies:

IðxÞ≡ fðxÞ−1k1 ðmod pk1
1 Þ;

IðxÞ≡ fðxÞ−1k2 ðmod pk2
2 Þ;

..

.

IðxÞ≡ fðxÞ−1kr ðmod pkr
r Þ:

(B4)

Multiplying both sides by fðxÞ and applying the
Chinese remainder theorem again, we obtain:

fðxÞIðxÞ≡ 1 ðmod dÞ: (B5)

Thus, it suffices to show that fðxÞ has an inverse in
each Zp

ki
i
ððxÞÞ.

Without loss of generality, consider d ¼ pr where p is a
prime. If the GCD of the coefficients fa−k; a−kþ1; � � �g
together with d is 1, then not all ai are divisible by p. This
implies that when we reduce modulo p, the image
f̄ðxÞ∈ZpððxÞÞ is nonzero. Since ZpððxÞÞ is a field of
Laurent series over the finite field Zp, f̄ðxÞ is invertible in
ZpððxÞÞ. Let ḡðxÞ∈ZpððxÞÞ be the inverse of f̄ðxÞ. We
then lift ḡðxÞ to some gðxÞ∈ZprððxÞÞ such that:

fðxÞgðxÞ ¼ 1þ hðxÞ; (B6)

where hðxÞ∈ ðpÞ, meaning that all coefficients of hðxÞ are
divisible by p.
Since hðxÞ is nilpotent (i.e., some power hðxÞm ¼ 0 in

ZprððxÞÞ because pr ¼ 0 in Zpr), the element 1þ hðxÞ
has an inverse in ZprððxÞÞ, denoted ð1þ hðxÞÞ−1 (see
Proposition 1.9 in Ref. [121]). Thus, we define the inverse
of fðxÞ as

IðxÞ ¼ gðxÞð1þ hðxÞÞ−1: (B7)

This inverse satisfies:

fðxÞIðxÞ≡ 1 ðmod dÞ: (B8)

Hence, IðxÞ is indeed the inverse of fðxÞ in ZdððxÞÞ.
Therefore, the condition in Eq. (B2) is both necessary

and sufficient for fðxÞ to be a unit in ZdððxÞÞ. ▪

In the proof above, we only prove the existence of the
inverse but do not construct it explicitly. For practical
purposes, we would like to know how to obtain the
inverse precisely, which can be used to construct the
(semi-infinite) boundary string operators for boundary
anyons. Now, we are going to provide an alternative
constructive proof for the inverse of fðxÞ in ZdððxÞÞ
with d ¼ pk.
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Lemma 19. Let fðxÞ∈ZdððxÞÞ, where d ¼ pk for some
prime p and integer k ≥ 1. If at least one coefficient of
fðxÞ is not divisible by p, then fðxÞ is invertible
in ZdððxÞÞ.
Proof. We will prove this lemma by induction on k.
For k ¼ 1, ZdððxÞÞ ¼ ZpððxÞÞ, which is a field. If at

least one coefficient of fðxÞ is not divisible by p, then
fðxÞ ≠ 0 inZpððxÞÞ. SinceZpððxÞÞ is a field, any non-zero
element has an inverse, which can be computed by
recursively solving for its coefficients in the Laurent
series. Therefore, fðxÞ is invertible in ZpððxÞÞ, and the
lemma holds for k ¼ 1.
Assume that the lemma holds for all k ≤ k0, where

k0 ≥ 1. We need to show that it also holds for k ¼ k0 þ 1.
Consider fðxÞ in Zpk0þ1ððxÞÞ. We can express fðxÞ as a
formal Laurent series:

fðxÞ ¼
X∞

n¼−N0

anxn: (B9)

Now, focus on the terms where the coefficients are not
divisible by p. Define a series gðxÞ in ZpððxÞÞ using only
those coefficients an of fðxÞ that are not divisible by p.
Since gðxÞ has at least one coefficient not divisible by
p, there exists an element hðxÞ in ZpððxÞÞ such that
gðxÞhðxÞ ¼ 1 in ZpððxÞÞ. This implies that fðxÞ and hðxÞ
satisfy fðxÞhðxÞ ¼ 1 modulo p.
Multiplying through by pk0, we get:

pk0fðxÞhðxÞ ¼ pk0 ðmod pk0þ1Þ; (B10)

where hðxÞ has been lifted to ZdððxÞÞ. This shows that
fðxÞ can generate pk0 modulo pk0þ1. By the induction
hypothesis, there exists an inverse fðxÞ−1k0 in Zpk0 ððxÞÞ
such that

fðxÞfðxÞ−1k0 ¼ 1 ðmod pk0Þ: (B11)

We can express this as

fðxÞfðxÞ−1k0 ¼ 1þ pk0αðxÞ; (B12)

where αðxÞ∈ZððxÞÞ. Notice that the term pk0αðxÞ repre-
sents a correction needed for lifting to Zpk0þ1ððxÞÞ, and
since fðxÞ can generate pk0 modulo pk0þ1 as shown earlier,
we can adjust fðxÞ−1k0 to construct the inverse of fðxÞ in
Zpk0þ1ððxÞÞ. Specifically, consider the modified inverse:

fðxÞ−1k0þ1 ¼ fðxÞ−1k0 − αðxÞpk0hðxÞ: (B13)

Then, we have:

fðxÞfðxÞ−1k0þ1 ¼ 1 ðmod pk0þ1Þ: (B14)

This demonstrates that fðxÞ has an inverse in
Zpk0þ1ððxÞÞ. By the principle of induction, the lemma
holds for all k ≥ 1. ▪

APPENDIX C: MODIFIED GAUSSIAN
ELIMINATION

This appendix reviews the modified Gaussian elimination
method introduced in Ref. [30]. Standard Gaussian elimi-
nation is not applicable over the ring Zd because the
multiplicative inverse of an element may not exist; for
example, the element 2 in Z4 does not have an inverse.
Furthermore, Zd can contain zero divisors, meaning there
exist nonzero elements a and x∈Zd such that ax ¼ 0. For
instance, inZ4, 2 × 2 ¼ 0, indicating that 2 is a zero divisor.
Therefore, we introduce the modified Gaussian elimi-

nation algorithm over Zd, which is based on the Hermite
normal form:
(1) Given an n ×m matrix A over Zd, we treat the

entries in the first column ai;1 for all
i∈ f1; 2; � � � ; ng as integers f0; 1; 2; � � � ; d − 1g in
Z. To restore the Zd periodicity, we append a new
row ½d; 0; 0; � � � ; 0� to the bottom of matrix A,
transforming it into a ðnþ 1Þ ×m matrix, denoted
as A0. Next, we find the greatest common divisor of
its first column fa1;1; a2;1; � � � ; an;1; dg, denoted as
GCDðai;1Þd.19 From the extended Euclidean algo-
rithm, there exists a linear combination:

r1a1;1 þ r2a2;1 þ � � � þ rnan;1 þ r0d

¼ GCDðai;1Þd: (C1)

Moreover, this linear combination can be ob-
tained by repeatedly subtracting one entry from
another entry, starting from

½a1;1; a2;1; a3;1; � � � ; an;1; d�; (C2)

and obtaining the final form

½GCDðai;1Þd; 0; 0; � � � ; 0; 0�: (C3)

Subtracting one entry from another and reorder-
ing corresponds to row operations in the matrix A0.
Therefore, we apply the corresponding row oper-
ations in the matrix A0 according to the extended
Euclidean algorithm, which transforms the first
column into

½GCDðai;1Þd; 0; 0; � � � ; 0; 0�T: (C4)

19For convenience, we choose GCDðai;1Þd to be in the set
f0; 1; 2; � � � ; d − 1g.
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(2) If GCDðai;1Þd is not a zero divisor, meaning there is
no r� such that 0 < r� ≤ d − 1 for which

GCDðai;1Þd × r� ≡ 0 ðmod dÞ; (C5)

we can multiply an invertible number in this row to
make it equal to þ1.

(3) The first column and the first row have been
processed. We then repeat the above procedures
on the submatrix, which excludes the first column
and the first row.

In the original matrix A, linear relations exist among the
row vectors; specifically, certain row vectors can be
combined linearly to yield the zero row vector (mod d).
These relations are crucial as they provide insights into the
connections between the row vectors. For instance, sup-
pose one row r1 represents the syndrome pattern of an
anyon v, another row r2 represents the syndrome pattern of
a different anyon v0, and a third row r3 represents the
syndrome of a local Pauli operator P. If these rows satisfy
the relation r1 − r2 þ r3 ¼ 0, it implies that the anyons v
and v0 are related through the local operator P, or more
specifically,

v0 ¼ vþ ϵðPÞ;

indicating that v and v0 are of the same anyon type.
Therefore, identifying all such relations among the row
vectors is essential.
We present a concrete example of implementing the

modified Gaussian elimination algorithm on a selected
matrix A over Z8. The matrix A is defined as follows:

A ¼
"
4 2 0

6 0 3

0 7 4

#
¼

"− v1 −
− v2 −
− v3 −

#
; (C6)

where v1, v2, and v3 denote the row vectors of A. Our
objective is to derive the relationships among the row
vectors v1, v2, and v3.
First, we embed the matrix overZ such that each entry is

chosen from 0; 1; 2; � � � ; 7. We then insert a row ½8; 0; 0� at
the bottom:

A0jR½ � ¼

2664
4 2 0

6 0 3

0 7 4

8 0 0

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 0 0 1

3775; (C7)

where the matrix R is used to track row operations during
the following process, recording how each current row is
derived from the rows in the original matrix A. The GCD
of the first column is 2, which can be computed from
ð−1Þ × 6þ 1 × 8:

2664
4 2 0

6 0 3

0 7 4

2 0 −3

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 1 0

0 −1 0 1

3775: (C8)

Subsequently, we move the last row to the top and use it
to eliminate entries in the other rows:2664

2 0 −3
0 2 6

0 0 12

0 7 4

0 −1 0 1

1 2 0 −2
0 4 0 −3
0 0 1 0

3775: (C9)

The first row and column have been completed. From
this point onward, the first row will not be involved in
subsequent calculations. We will continue the process by
initially inserting ½0; 8; 0�:26664

2 0 −3
0 2 6

0 0 12

0 7 4

0 8 0

0 −1 0 1 0

1 2 0 −2 0

0 4 0 −3 0

0 0 1 0 0

0 0 0 0 1

37775: (C10)

The GCD of the second column (excluding the entry in
the first row) is 1, obtained from 8 − 7:26664

2 0 −3
0 2 6

0 0 12

0 7 4

0 1 −4

0 −1 0 1 0

1 2 0 −2 0

0 4 0 −3 0

0 0 1 0 0

0 0 −1 0 1

37775: (C11)

Next, we place the last row in the second position and
use it to cancel entries in the rows below:26664

2 0 −3
0 1 −4
0 0 14

0 0 12

0 0 32

0 −1 0 1 0

0 0 −1 0 1

1 2 2 −2 −2
0 4 0 −3 0

0 0 8 0 −7

37775: (C12)

Finally, we insert ½0; 0; 8�:26666664
2 0 −3
0 1 −4
0 0 14

0 0 12

0 0 32

0 0 8

0 −1 0 1 0 0

0 0 −1 0 1 0

1 2 2 −2 −2 0

0 4 0 −3 0 0

0 0 8 0 −7 0

0 0 0 0 0 1

37777775; (C13)

and find the GCD of the third column (excluding the
entries in the first and second rows) is 2, which can be
obtained from 14 − 12:
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26666664
2 0 −3
0 1 −4
0 0 2

0 0 12

0 0 32

0 0 8

0 −1 0 1 0 0

0 0 −1 0 1 0

1 −2 2 1 −2 0

0 4 0 −3 0 0

0 0 8 0 −7 0

0 0 0 0 0 1

37777775: (C14)

Finally, we use this 2 to cancel all entries below:

A0jR½ � ¼

26666664
2 0 −3
0 1 −4
0 0 2

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 −1 0 1 0 0

0 0 −1 0 1 0

1 −2 2 1 −2 0

−6 16 −12 −9 12 0

−16 32 −24 −16 25 0

−4 8 −8 −4 8 1

37777775:

We have achieved the row echelon form for the integer
matrix A. We then select the bottom-left 3 × 3 block of
matrix R to serve as the relation matrix resulting from the
modified Gaussian elimination:

relation ≔

" −6 16 −12
−16 32 −24
−4 8 −8

#
¼

"
2 0 4

0 0 0

4 0 0

#
ðmod 8Þ:

The last three columns in R will be reduced modulo Z8,
and thus they do not play a role in the obtained relations.
The relation matrix traces the relationships among v1, v2,
and v3 as derived from Eq. (C6):

2v1 þ 4v3 ¼ ½0; 0; 0�; 4v1 ¼ ½0; 0; 0� ðmod 8Þ:
(C15)

1. Time complexity of MGE

Consider MGE applied to an n ×m matrix over Zd. Let
N ¼ minfn;mg be the maximum number of elimination
rounds. In each round, MGE performs two types of
operations:
(1) Pivot extraction via GCD. Instead of requiring an

invertible pivot, MGE computes a GCD-type pivot
for the current column by adjoining the extra row
½d; 0;…; 0� and applying the (extended) Euclidean
algorithm to obtain a linear combination that re-
duces the column to ½GCD; 0;…; 0�T . This costs
Oðn logdÞ arithmetic operations per round (GCD
aggregation over n entries with bit-cost Oðlog dÞ).

(2) Elimination of the remaining submatrix. After the
pivot is produced, MGE applies elementary row
operations to eliminate the current column entry in

the other rows and updates the remaining submatrix.
At round i the active submatrix has size roughly
ðn − iÞ × ðm − iÞ, so the update cost is
Oððn − iÞðm − iÞÞ. Summing over i ¼ 0;…; N − 1
yields

XN−1
i¼0

Oððn − iÞðm − iÞÞ ¼ OðnmNÞ:

Combining the two contributions gives

TMGEðn;m;dÞ ¼ OðnmNÞ þOðN n log dÞ;
N ¼ minfn;mg:

(C16)

In the typical near-square case n ∼m ∼ N, this sim-
plifies to

TMGE ¼ OðN3Þ þOðN2 log dÞ ¼ OðN3Þ;
i.e., MGE is of the same asymptotic order as ordinary
Gaussian elimination, with an additional (usually mild)
logd overhead from the Euclidean/GCD pivoting step. If
one explicitly tracks row operations by augmenting the
matrix with a relation matrix (as in this Appendix), the
column dimension increases by OðnÞ, changing the pre-
factor but not the asymptotic scaling.

APPENDIX D: ALGORITHM PSEUDOCODE

This appendix presents the pseudocode for the algo-
rithm described in Secs. IV B and IV C. By adjusting the
stabilizer polynomials S and the input range A of Pauli
operators, the algorithm can also be used to derive the
condensed bulk string at the boundary or the bulk string
passing through defects, as outlined in Appendix F 1.
Additionally, it can be applied to determine the endpoints
of defect lines, as discussed in Appendix F 2. In
Algorithm 1, choose the stabilizer search window to
include every retained stabilizer generator intersecting
the Pauli search region. Choose k so that no term in the
translated rows of fM2, fM3, or Õ is discarded. The stated
matrix dimensions count rectangular translation windows,
with zero rows or columns padding translations excluded
by the physical boundary.

1. Time complexity of Algorithm 1

For fixed d, we estimate the initial elimination cost
using

TMGEðn;mÞ ¼ Oðnmminfn;mgÞ:
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In Algorithm 1, the two initial eliminations are: (i) MGEðM1Þ with

M1 ∈Zn1×m1

d ; n1 ¼ 4ð2lx þ 1Þð2ly þ 1Þ; m1 ¼ tð2mx þ 1Þð2my þ 1Þ: (D4)

(ii) MGEðM2Þ with

M2 ∈Zn2×m2

d ; n2 ¼ tð2mx þ 1Þð2my þ 1Þ; m2 ¼ 4ð2kþ 1Þ2: (D5)

Thus

TAlg1;initial ¼ Oðn1m1 minfn1; m1gÞ þOðn2m2 minfn2; m2gÞ; (D6)

ALGORITHM 1. Solving for boundary gauge operators.

Input: Stabilizer polynomials S generating SB ¼ S ∩ πP, including the supported products specified in Sec. II B, truncation range k,
range of Pauli lx and ly, range of stabilizer mx and my, qudit dimension d

Output: The boundary gauge operators G
1: Construct matrix M1 shown in Eq. (38) based on the range of Pauli lx and ly, and stabilizer mx and my,

M1 ←

0BBBBB@
hP1 · BS1i0 hP1 · BS2i0 hP1 · BS3i0 � � �
hP2 · BS1i0 hP2 · BS2i0 hP2 · BS3i0 � � �
hP3 · BS1i0 hP3 · BS2i0 hP3 · BS3i0 � � �

..

. ..
. ..

. . .
.

1CCCCCA: (D1)

M̃1 is a ½4ð2lx þ 1Þð2ly þ 1Þ� × ½tð2mx þ 1Þð2my þ 1Þ� matrix with 2 qudits per unit cell and t stabilizers.
2: Performmodified Gaussian elimination (for nonprime dimensional qudits) or Gaussian elimination (for prime dimensional qudits)

on M1 to get a relation matrix R1.
3: Obtain local operator O from rows of R1 corresponding to zero rows in Modified Gaussian elimination
4: Construct M̃2 in Eq. (41) from the same generators of SB used inM1, including the required supported products, and their allowed

translations within ranges mx;my:

eM2 ←

26666664
eTDmx;my

ðS1ÞeTDmx;my
ðS2Þ

..

.

eTDmx;my
ðStÞ

37777775: (D2)

M̃2 is a ½tð2mx þ 1Þð2my þ 1Þ� × ½4ð2kþ 1Þ2� matrix with two qudits per unit cell and t stabilizers; each translated four-
component Pauli vector is stored as one row.

5: Perform MGE on M̃2 to get MGEðM̃2Þ.
6: Initialize an empty set G of boundary gauge generators.
7: Local operator matrix Õ ← apply the truncation map to local operator set O
8: for Õi in local operator matrix Õ do
9: if Õi is not in the row span of MGEðM̃2Þ then
10: Let Gi be the Pauli operator represented by Õi, and append Gi to G.
11: Construct M̃3 in Eq. (42),

M̃3 ←eTDmx¼0;my
ðGiÞ: (D3)

12: MGEðM̃2Þ ← MGEðconcatðMGEðM̃2Þ; M̃3ÞÞ
13: end if
14: end for
15: return The boundary gauge operators G
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ALGORITHM 2. Computing boundary anyons and boundary string operators.

Input: The boundary gauge operators G over Zd, range of boundary gauge operators my, truncation range k, search range Ny for the
y-direction. Choose k so that no terms in the matrices below are discarded for any n ≤ Ny.

Output: Basis boundary anyons V and coefficient rows P specifying the corresponding boundary string operators in the gauge
generators.

1: for n ¼ 1; 2;…; Ny do
2: Get the error syndromes ζðGÞ between boundary gauge operators. Since G only has translational symmetry in the y-direction,
we should only extract the polynomials containing x0 of each dot product.

3: Define matrix M̃4 in Eq. (47) as

M̃4 ←

266666666666666664

eTDmx¼0;my
ðζðG1ÞÞeTDmx¼0;my
ðζðG2ÞÞ

..

.

eTDmx¼0;my
ðζðGrÞÞeTDmx¼0;my

ð½ð1 − ynÞ; 0;…; 0�ÞeTDmx¼0;my
ð½0; ð1 − ynÞ;…; 0�Þ

..

.

eTDmx¼0;my
ð½0; 0;…; ð1 − ynÞ�Þ

377777777777777775
: (D7)

M̃4 is a ½2rð2my þ 1Þ� × ½rð2kþ 1Þ2� matrix with r boundary gauge operators.
4: Calculate MGEðM̃4Þ and its relation matrix R1. For each relation, interpret the top-half coefficients as the polynomials

αðjÞi ðyÞ and the negatives of the bottom-half coefficients as qðjÞi ðyÞ, so that Eq. (44) holds. Stack the resulting anyon rows

vj ¼ ½qðjÞ1 ðyÞ; � � � ; qðjÞr ðyÞ� into

Ṽ ←

264 ev1
..
.

evα
375 (D8)

which is an α × ½rð2kþ 1Þ2� matrix, where α is the number of solutions obtained from these relations. Their string operators along

the y-direction are recorded by the coefficient rows Pvj ≔ ½αðjÞ1 ðyÞ; � � � ; αðjÞr ðyÞ�, representing the physical Pauli stringsP
r
i¼1 α

ðjÞ
i ðyÞGi. These rows form the string coefficient matrix

P̃ ←

264 fPv1

..

.

fPvα

375 (D9)

which is an α × ½rð2kþ 1Þ2� matrix obtained from the top-half coefficients of R1.
5: Construct M̃5 in Eq. (48),

M̃5 :¼

2666664
eTDmx¼0;my

ðζðG1ÞÞeTDmx¼0;my
ðζðG2ÞÞ

..

.

eTDmx¼0;my
ðζðGrÞÞ

3777775; (D10)

M̃5 is a ½rð2my þ 1Þ� × ½rð2kþ 1Þ2� matrix with r boundary gauge operators.
6: Perform MGE on M̃5 to get MGEðM̃5Þ.
7: Initialize empty matrices Ṽ0 and P̃0 to store the retained anyon and string coefficient rows.
8: for Ṽi, P̃i in anyon matrix Ṽ; P̃ do
9: if Ṽi is not in the row span of MGEðM̃5Þ then

(Table continued)
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The total runtime also includes matrix construction and
the membership tests and elimination updates in the loop;
their costs depend on the number of candidate operators
and retained gauge generators.

2. Time complexity of Algorithm 2

The main elimination steps in each iteration of
Algorithm 2 are MGEðM4Þ and MGEðM5Þ, where

M4 ∈Z 2n3×m3

d ; M5 ∈Zn3×m3

d ;

n3 ¼ ð2my þ 1Þr; m3 ¼ ð2kþ 1Þ2r: (D12)

Thus, for fixed d, the elimination cost over the Ny values
of n is

TAlg2;elim ¼ OðNy½2n3m3 minf2n3; m3g
þ n3m3 minfn3; m3g�Þ;

(D13)

in addition to matrix construction, span reduction, and the
Smith normal form computations on Mv. The latter costs
must also be included if the number of candidate anyons
is large.

APPENDIX E: COUNTING THE LAGRANGIAN
SUBGROUPS OF THE Zn

2 TORIC CODE

In this section, we count the number of Lagrangian
subgroups in the n-copy Z2 toric code. For a G-gauge
theory, it is well known that gapped boundaries
(Lagrangian subgroups) are classified by a subgroup
N ⊂ G and a 2-cocycle in H2ðN;Uð1ÞÞ [17,122,123].
Reference [13] provides explicit representations of the
Lagrangian subgroups for the Zn

2 toric code when
n ¼ 1; 2; 4. Here, we present the formula for counting
the number of Lagrangian subgroups for general n.
For small values of n, we first use a computer to

enumerate all Lagrangian subgroups:
(1) For n ¼ 1, jLðZ2 toric codeÞj ¼ 2.
(2) For n ¼ 2, jLðZ2

2 toric codeÞj ¼ 6.

(3) For n ¼ 3, jLðZ3
2 toric codeÞj ¼ 30.

(4) For n ¼ 4, jLðZ4
2 toric codeÞj ¼ 270.

(5) For n ¼ 5, jLðZ5
2 toric codeÞj ¼ 4590.

In the following, we will prove

Theorem 20. The number of Lagrangian subgroups of
the Zn

2 toric code is given by

jLðZn
2 toric codeÞj ¼

Yn−1
i¼0

ð2i þ 1Þ: (E1)

ALGORITHM 2. (Continued)

10: Ṽ0 ← concatðṼ0; ṼiÞ
11: P̃0 ← concatðP̃0; P̃iÞ
12: MGEðM̃5Þ ← MGEðconcatðMGEðM̃5Þ; ṼiÞÞ
13: end if
14: end for
15: if the d of Zd is nonprime then
16: Let s be the number of rows of Ṽ0. Construct an integer relation matrix Mv whose rows generate all c∈Z1×s satisfying

cṼ0 ∈ rowspanZd
ðM̃5Þ. Include the relations dIs; here M̃5 is the original matrix of trivial anyons in Eq. (48).

17: Calculate the Smith normal formUMvQ ¼ A, whereU andQ are integer unimodular matrices and the diagonal entries of A
are positive.

18: index ← fi∈ f1;…; sg∶ Aði; iÞ > 1g. The retained diagonal entries give the orders of the basis anyons.
19: Refresh the basis boundary anyon matrix by Ṽ0 ← ðQ−1Ṽ0Þðindex; ∶ Þ.
20: Refresh the corresponding string coefficient matrix by P̃0 ← ðQ−1P̃0Þðindex; ∶ Þ, with coefficients reduced modulo d.
21: end if
22: end for
23: Choose the smallest n attaining the largest recovered fusion-group order among n ¼ 1;…; Ny, and denote it by n�. For prime d
this order is dsn , where sn is the number of retained rows of Ṽ0 at that n; for composite d it is the product of the retained Smith
diagonal entries.

Basis boundary anyons V ← Ṽ0ðn�Þ
Boundary string coefficients P ← P̃0ðn�Þ (D11)

24: return Basis boundary anyons V and their boundary string coefficient rows P.
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This is OEIS sequence A028361, which counts maximal
totally singular n-dimensional subspaces of the split
quadratic space ðF2n

2 ; qÞ. Writing an anyon as
Q

i e
ui
i m

vi
i ,

the quadratic form qðu; vÞ ¼ u · v records its topological
spin θðu; vÞ ¼ ð−1Þqðu;vÞ. Bosonic Lagrangian subgroups
are precisely these totally singular subspaces. The quad-
ratic condition is essential: isotropy for the associated
bilinear form alone would also allow fermionic generators.
In addition, this sequence represents the number of nodes
in the bosonic orbifold groupoid for Zn

2 symmetry [124].
Using the counting formula from Eq. (E1), the number

of Lagrangian subgroups for the two bivariate bicycle
codes studied in Sec. V is 1,270,075,950 for n ¼ 8 and
167,448,083,323,950 for n ¼ 10.

Proof of Theorem 20. The Zn
2 toric code corresponds to

a G gauge theory with G ¼ Zn
2 , where any subgroup N

must be isomorphic to Zk
2 for 0 ≤ k ≤ n. In the second

cohomology group H2ðN;Uð1ÞÞ, only type-II cocycles
exist, and their generators are composed of pairs of
elements from Z2 within Zk

2, leading to

jH2ðZk
2; Uð1ÞÞj ¼ 2

�
k
2

�
: (E2)

Let ank denote the number of k-dimensional subspaces in
an n-dimensional vector space over Z2, which corresponds
to the number of subgroups N ⊂ G such that N ≃ Zk

2. The
total number of Lagrangian subgroups is then given by

jLðZn
2 toric codeÞj ¼

Xn
k¼0

ank × 2

�
k
2

�
: (E3)

Next, the basis of a k-dimensional subspace can always
be reduced to the row echelon form:

266666666664

0 � � �
z}|{b0

1 � � � �z}|{b1

0 � � � �z}|{b2

0 � � � �z}|{b3

0 � � � �z}|{bk

0 � � � 0 0 � � � 1 � � � � 0 � � � � 0 � � � �
0 � � � 0 0 � � � 0 0 � � � 1 � � � � 0 � � � �
0 � � � 0 0 � � � 0 0 � � � 0 0 � � � 0 � � � �
..
. . .
. ..

. ..
. . .
. ..

. ..
. . .
. ..

. ..
. . .
. ..

. ..
. . .
.

0 � � � 0 0 � � � 0 0 � � � 0 0 � � � 1 � � � �

377777777775

9>>>>>>>>>>>=>>>>>>>>>>>;
k

(E4)

where b0 þ b1 þ � � � þ bk ¼ n − k, ensuring that the
matrix has size k × n. Each � in the matrix (E4) can be
either 0 or 1; thus, the number of k-dimensional subspaces
in an n-dimensional vector space over Z2 is

ank ¼
X

b0 ;b1 ;…;bk j
b0þb1þ…þbk¼n−k

2b1þ2b2þ3b3þ���þkbk : (E5)

To simplify the expression in Eq. (E3), we derive a
useful recursive relation for anþ1

k :

anþ1
k ¼ 2kank þ ank−1: (E6)

The first term arises from the case where bk ≥ 1,
contributing 2kank by redefining b0k ¼ bk − 1 and factoring
out the overall 2k from the summation. The second term
results from the case where bk ¼ 0, which reduces to
computing ank−1.
Before proceeding, we introduce a useful lemma for our

subsequent computations:

Lemma 21. The number of k-dimensional subspaces of
an n-dimensional vector space over Z2, ank defined in
Eq. (E5), satisfies the following relation:

Xn−l
k¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−lk × 2

�
k
2

�
¼

Xn−l−1
k¼0

�Yl
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−l−1k × 2

�
k
2

�
; (E7)

for any 1 ≤ l ≤ n − 1.

This lemma will be proved later in this appendix.
Now, we simplify Eq. (E3) by substituting ank with an−1k and an−1k−1 :

jLðZn
2 toric codeÞj ¼

Xn
k¼0

ð2kan−1k þ an−1k−1Þ × 2

�
k

2

�

¼
Xn−1
k¼0

ð2kan−1k Þ × 2

�
k

2

�
þ
Xn
k¼1

an−1k−1 × 2

�
k

2

�
;

(E8)

where we must carefully adjust the range of the summations. Since ðk
2
Þ ¼ ðk−1

2
Þ þ ðk−1

1
Þ, we introduce the substitution

k0 ¼ k − 1 for the second term and rewrite the expression as
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jLðZn
2 toric codeÞj ¼

Xn−1
k¼0

ð2kan−1k Þ × 2

�
k

2

�
þ
Xn
k¼1

an−1k−1 × 2

�
k − 1

2

�
þ
�
k − 1

1

�

¼
Xn−1
k¼0

ð2kan−1k Þ × 2

�
k

2

�
þ
Xn−1
k0¼0

2k
0
an−1k0 × 2

�
k0

2

�

¼
Xn−1
k¼0

�Y0
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−1k × 2

�
k

2

�
:

By repeatedly applying the recurrence relation in Eq. (E7), we reduce the summation involving ank down to a0k:

jLðZn
2 toric codeÞj ¼

Xn−2
k¼0

�Y1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−2k × 2

�
k

2

�

¼
Xn−3
k¼0

�Y2
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−3k × 2

�
k

2

�

..

.

¼
X0
k¼0

�Yn−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× a0k × 2

�
k

2

�
:

(E9)

Finally, by a00 ¼ 1 and ð0
2
Þ ¼ 0, we derive

jLðZn
2 toric codeÞj ¼

Yn−1
i¼0

ð2i þ 1Þ: (E10)

▪
In the final part of this appendix, we prove Lemma 21.

Proof of Lemma 21.We begin the proof by simplifying the left-hand side. Using Eq. (E6), we substitute an−lk with an−l−1k
and an−l−1k−1 :

Xn−l
k¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−lk × 2

�
k

2

�

¼
Xn−l
k¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× ð2kan−l−1k þ an−l−1k−1 Þ × 2

�
k

2

�

¼
Xn−l−1
k¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× 2kan−l−1k × 2

�
k

2

�
þ
Xn−l
k¼1

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−l−1k−1 × 2

�
k

2

�
;

where we have adjusted the range of the summations. By the identity ðk
2
Þ ¼ ðk−1

2
Þ þ ðk−1

1
Þ and the substitution k0 ¼ k − 1

for the second term, we rewrite the above expression as
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Xn−l−1
k¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× 2kan−l−1k × 2

�
k
2

�
þ
Xn−l
k¼1

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−l−1k−1 × 2

�
k − 1

2

�
þ
�
k − 1

1

�

¼
Xn−l−1
k¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× 2kan−l−1k × 2

�
k
2

�
þ

Xn−l−1
k0¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2k
0þ1ð1þ 2iÞ

�
× 2k

0
an−l−1k0 × 2

�
k0

2

�

¼
Xn−l−1
k¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× 2kan−l−1k × 2

�
k
2

�
þ

Xn−l−1
k0¼0

�Yl−1
i¼0

2k
0 ð1þ 2iÞ

�
× 2lþk0an−l−1k0 × 2

�
k0

2

�

¼
Xn−l−1
k¼0

�Yl
i¼0

2kð1þ 2iÞ
�
× an−l−1k × 2

�
k
2

�
:

Therefore, we have proved Eq. (E7). ▪

APPENDIX F: EXTENDED APPLICATIONS
OF ALGORITHM 1

As shown in previous sections, we have employed
Algorithm 1 to determine boundary gauge operators that
commute with the bulk stabilizers. This algorithm has
broader applications, allowing us to identify all operators
that commute with a given set of input operators within a
specified range. In Sec. IV B, we concentrated on finding
boundary gauge operators within a specific boundary
range. By selecting different input operators over various
ranges, we can derive further results of interest.
The essence of the algorithm lies in computing operators

that commute with the input operators. This method can be
used to obtain condensed bulk strings that terminate on the
boundary or to generate bulk strings passing through a
defect, as discussed in Appendix F 1. Moreover, the
algorithm can be applied to identify the operator located
at the endpoint of a finite defect line, as described in
Appendix F 2.

1. Bulk strings terminating on boundaries
or passing through defects

We can apply Algorithm 1 to obtain condensed bulk
strings, as it ensures that these strings commute with all
stabilizers and the additional boundary terms. Instead of
selecting the range of Pauli operators along the boundary,
as described in Sec. IV B, we choose a range where the
Pauli operators act along a finite-width line extending
from the boundary into the bulk. Using Algorithm 1, we
can find operators that commute with both the boundary
Hamiltonian and the bulk stabilizers, except near the
endpoint of the line in the bulk. In practice, this can be
done on a finite lattice by defining the range of Pauli

operators within a rectangle that spans from the right
boundary to the left boundary.
The procedure for bulk strings passing through a defect

is similar. We select a range of Pauli operators that crosses
the defect from left to right. By applying the same
algorithm from Sec. IV B, we can find the bulk string
passing through the defect, ensuring it commutes with all
defect Hamiltonians and bulk stabilizers, except at its
endpoints. For specific examples, refer to Sec. V.

2. Determining commuting operators
at defect line endpoints

If the defect line is finite, we design theHamiltonian terms
at its endpoints. First, we introduce all the defect terms with

FIG. 33. The blue components represent the bulk stabilizers of
the Z2 toric code. The green components indicate the defect
terms added along the defect line, extending up to its endpoints.
The red components highlight the defect Hamiltonian terms
specifically introduced near the endpoints.
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translational symmetry in the y-direction along the defect
line, extending up to the endpoints. Then, we select a region
of Pauli operators large enough to cover one of the endpoints
and apply the algorithm to identify the commutant of the
defect Hamiltonian terms and the bulk stabilizers away from
the defect. This process effectively completes the topological
order around the defect endpoints.
Using this method, we can identify the operator at the

endpoint of the defect line, as illustrated in Fig. 33.
Furthermore, by applying the approach outlined in
Appendix F 1, we can derive the corresponding bulk string
operators that terminate at the defect endpoint, as shown
in Fig. 34.

APPENDIX G: EXPLICIT BOUNDARY AND
DEFECT CONSTRUCTIONS FOR VARIOUS

QUANTUM CODES

This section presents the explicit boundary and defect
constructions for various examples discussed in Sec. V.
Figure 35 illustrates 6 defects in the Z2 fish toric code.
Figures 36 and 37 demonstrate 22 defects in the Z4 toric
code. Figure 38 shows 6 defects in the three-fermion code.
Figure 39 constructs 6 boundaries of the color code,
representing both the left and right boundaries of semi-
infinite planes. Figure 40 lists 16 generators of the
boundary string operators for the ð3; 3Þ-BB code.

FIG. 34. Based on the construction shown in Fig. 33, we obtain the string operators that commute with all defect Hamiltonian terms,
highlighted in red.
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(a) (b) (c)

(d) (e) (f)

FIG. 35. The defects of the Z2 fish toric code. Blue components indicate bulk stabilizers, green components represent the defect
Hamiltonian, and red components show bulk string operators that terminate on or pass through the defect. The red strings commute
with the green defect Hamiltonian. Figures (a)–(d) depict non-invertible defects, where the left-hand side and right-hand side are
decoupled, with e1 or m1 and e2 or m2 condensed independently. Figures (e),(f) illustrate invertible defects: (e) corresponds to the
trivial defect, where the defect Hamiltonian matches the bulk Hamiltonian, and (f) represents the e −m exchange defect, where e andm
are permuted as they pass through the defect.
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(a) (b) (c) (d)

(e) (f) (g) (h)

(i) (j) (k) (l)

(m) (n) (o) (p)

FIG. 36. The defects of the Z4 toric code (part 1). Blue components indicate bulk stabilizers, green components represent the defect
Hamiltonian, and red components show bulk string operators that terminate on or pass through the defect. The red strings commute
with the green defect Hamiltonian. (a) fe1; e2g-condensed, (b) fe1; m2g-condensed, (c) fm1; m2g-condensed, (d) fm1; e2g-condensed,
(e) fe1e2; m1m3

2g-condensed, (f) fe1e22; m2
1m2g-condensed, (g) fe1e32; m1m2g-condensed, (h) fe21e2; m1m2

2g-condensed,
(i) fe1m2; m1e32g-condensed, (j) fe1m2

2; m
2
1e2g-condensed, (k) fe1m3

2; m1e2g-condensed, (l) fe21m2; m1e22g-condensed,
(m) fe21; m2

1; m2g-condensed, (n) fe21; m2
1; e2g-condensed, (o) fe22; m2

2; e1g-condensed, and (p) fe22; m2
2; m1g-condensed.
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(a) (b) (c) (d)

(e) (f)

FIG. 37. The defects of the Z4 toric code (part 2). Blue components indicate bulk stabilizers, green components represent the defect
Hamiltonian, and red components show bulk string operators that terminate on or pass through the defect. The red strings commute
with the green defect Hamiltonian. (a) fe21e22; m1m2; m2

2g-condensed, (b) fe21m2
2; m1e2; e22g-condensed, (c) fe1e2; m2

1m
2
2; e

2
1g-

condensed, (d) fm2
1m

2
2; e1m1e2m3

2; e
2
2m

2
2g-condensed, (e) fe1m2; m2

1e
2
2; m

2
2g-condensed, and (f) fe21; m2

1; e
2
2; m

2
2g-condensed.
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(a) (b) (c)

(d) (e) (f)

FIG. 38. The defects in the anomalous three-fermion code are depicted. Blue components represent the bulk stabilizers, green
components indicate the defect Hamiltonian, and red components show the bulk string operators that either terminate at or pass through
the defect. The red strings commute with the green defect Hamiltonian. (a) ffa1fc2; fb1fa2g-condensed, (b) ffa1fc2; fb1fb2g-condensed,
(c) ffc1fb2 ; fa1fa2g-condensed, (d) ffb1fb2 ; fa1fa2g-condensed, (e) ffb1fa2 ; fa1fb2g-condensed, and (f) ffb1fc2; fa1fb2g-condensed.
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(a) (b) (c)

(d) (e) (f)

FIG. 39. The 6 boundaries of the color code for both the left and right semi-infinite planes are shown. Blue, red, and green
hexagons represent the bulk stabilizers of the color code. The green components indicate the boundary Hamiltonian and the
black lines represent bulk strings that terminate at the boundary without causing energy violations. (a) fe1; e2g or fe3; e4g-
condensed, (b) fe1; m2g or fe3; m4g-condensed, (c) fm1; e2g or fm3; e4g-condensed, (d) fm1; m2g or fm3; m4g-condensed,
(e) fe1e2; m1m2g or fe3e4; m3m4g-condensed, and (f) fe1m2; m1e2g or fe3m4; m3e4g-condensed.

LIANG, YANG, IOSUE, and CHEN PRX QUANTUM 7, 043016 (2026)

043016-52



[1] N. P. Breuckmann and J. N. Eberhardt, Quantum low-
density parity-check codes, PRX Quantum 2, 040101
(2021).

[2] P. Panteleev and G. Kalachev, Asymptotically good
Quantum and locally testable classical LDPC codes, in
Proceedings of the 54th Annual ACM SIGACT Symposium
on Theory of Computing, STOC ’22 (ACM, 2022),
pp. 375–388.

[3] I. Dinur, M.-H. Hsieh, T.-C. Lin, and T. Vidick, Good
Quantum LDPC Codes with Linear Time Decoders, in
Proceedings of the 55th Annual ACMSymposium on Theory
of Computing, STOC ’23 (ACM, 2023), pp. 905–918.

[4] S. Bravyi, A.W. Cross, J. M. Gambetta, D. Maslov, P.
Rall, and T. J. Yoder, High-threshold and low-overhead
fault-tolerant quantum memory, Nature (London) 627, 778
(2024).

[5] M. Wang and F. Mueller, Coprime bivariate bicycle codes
and their layouts on cold atoms, Quantum 10, 2009
(2026).

[6] S. B. Bravyi and A. Y. Kitaev, Quantum codes on a lattice
with boundary, arXiv:quant-ph/9811052.

[7] M. H. Freedman and D. A. Meyer, Projective plane and
planar quantum codes, Found. Comput. Math. 1, 325
(2013).

FIG. 40. The red components depict the 16 generators of the boundary string operators for the ð3; 3Þ-BB code, as defined in Eq. (59).
Each string operator has a length of 12 and can be multiplied by its shifted version to form a longer string operator, moving the
boundary anyon by multiples of 12. While some of these string operators are shifted versions of others, the boundary anyons they
generate are not equivalent under local boundary gauge operators.

ALGORITHMIC CONSTRUCTION OF GAPPED BOUNDARIES... PRX QUANTUM 7, 043016 (2026)

043016-53

https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.2.040101
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.2.040101
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-024-07107-7
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-024-07107-7
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2026-02-23-2009
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2026-02-23-2009
https://arXiv.org/abs/quant-ph/9811052
https://doi.org/10.1007/s102080010013
https://doi.org/10.1007/s102080010013


[8] E. Dennis, A. Kitaev, A. Landahl, and J. Preskill, Topo-
logical quantum memory, J. Math. Phys. 43, 4452 (2002).

[9] Google Quantum AI, Suppressing quantum errors by
scaling a surface code logical qubit, Nature (London)
614, 676 (2023).

[10] T. J. Yoder, E. Schoute, P. Rall, E. Pritchett, J. M.
Gambetta, A.W. Cross, M. Carroll, and M. E.
Beverland, Tour de gross: A modular quantum computer
based on bivariate bicycle codes, arXiv:2506.03094.

[11] M. S. Kesselring, F. Pastawski, J. Eisert, and B. J. Brown,
The boundaries and twist defects of the color code and
their applications to topological quantum computation,
Quantum 2, 101 (2018).

[12] I. Cong, M. Cheng, and Z. Wang, Universal quantum
computation with gapped boundaries, Phys. Rev. Lett.
119, 170504 (2017).

[13] M. S. Kesselring, J. C. Magdalena de la Fuente, F.
Thomsen, J. Eisert, S. D. Bartlett, and B. J. Brown, Anyon
condensation and the color code, PRX Quantum 5,
010342 (2024).

[14] R. Kobayashi and G. Zhu, Cross-cap defects and fault-
tolerant logical gates in the surface code and the
honeycomb Floquet code, PRX Quantum 5, 020360
(2024).

[15] P. Etingof, D. Nikshych, and V. Ostrik, Fusion categories
and homotopy theory, Quantum Topol. 1, 209 (2010).

[16] A. Kapustin and N. Saulina, Topological boundary con-
ditions in Abelian Chern–Simons theory, Nucl. Phys.
B845, 393 (2011).

[17] S. Beigi, P. W. Shor, and D. Whalen, The quantum double
model with boundary: Condensations and symmetries,
Commun. Math. Phys. 306, 663 (2011).

[18] A. Kitaev and L. Kong,Models for gapped boundaries and
domain walls, Commun. Math. Phys. 313, 351 (2012).

[19] L. Kong, Anyon condensation and tensor categories, Nucl.
Phys. B886, 436 (2014).

[20] T. Lan, X. Wen, L. Kong, and X.-G. Wen, Gapped domain
walls between 2 + 1D topologically ordered states, Phys.
Rev. Res. 2, 023331 (2020).

[21] Y. Hu, Z. Huang, L.-Y. Hung, and Y. Wan, Anyon
condensation: Coherent states, symmetry enriched topo-
logical phases, Goldstone theorem, and dynamical rear-
rangement of symmetry, J. High Energy Phys. 2022, 026
(2022).

[22] J. Kaidi, Z. Komargodski, K. Ohmori, S. Seifnashri, and
S.-H. Shao, Higher central charges and topological
boundaries in 2 + 1-dimensional TQFTs, SciPost Phys.
13, 067 (2022).

[23] H. Wang, Y. Hu, and Y. Wan, Extend the Levin-Wen model
to two-dimensional topological orders with gapped boun-
dary junctions, J. High Energy Phys. 07, 088 (2022).

[24] L. Kong, Z.-H. Zhang, J. Zhao, and H. Zheng, Higher
condensation theory, arXiv:2403.07813.

[25] L. Kong, X.-G. Wen, and H. Zheng, Boundary-bulk
relation in topological orders, Nucl. Phys. B922, 62
(2017).

[26] W. Ji and X.-G. Wen, Categorical symmetry and non-
invertible anomaly in symmetry-breaking and topological
phase transitions, Phys. Rev. Res. 2, 033417 (2020).

[27] M. Barkeshli, Y.-A. Chen, S.-J. Huang, R. Kobayashi, N.
Tantivasadakarn, and G. Zhu, Codimension-2 defects and
higher symmetries in (3 + 1)D topological phases, SciPost
Phys. 14, 065 (2023).

[28] K. Roumpedakis, S. Seifnashri, and S.-H. Shao, Higher
Gauging and non-invertible condensation defects, Com-
mun. Math. Phys. 401, 3043 (2023).

[29] T. Schuster, N. Tantivasadakarn, A. Vishwanath, and N. Y.
Yao, A holographic view of topological stabilizer codes,
arXiv:2312.04617.

[30] Z. Liang, Y. Xu, J. T. Iosue, and Y.-A. Chen, Extracting
topological orders of generalized Pauli stabilizer
codes in two dimensions, PRX Quantum 5, 030328
(2024).

[31] Z. Liang, J. N. Eberhardt, and Y.-A. Chen, Planar quan-
tum low-density parity-check codes with open boundaries,
PRX Quantum 6, 040330 (2025).

[32] V. Steffan, S. H. Choe, N. P. Breuckmann, F. R. F. Pereira,
and J. N. Eberhardt, Tile codes: High-efficiency quantum
codes on a lattice with boundary, Phys. Rev. Lett. 135,
170601 (2025).

[33] S. Bravyi, M. B. Hastings, and S. Michalakis, Topological
quantum order: Stability under local perturbations, J.
Math. Phys. 51, 093512 (2010).

[34] S. Bravyi and M. B. Hastings, A short proof of stability of
topological order under local perturbations, Commun.
Math. Phys. 307, 609 (2011).

[35] J. Haah, Commuting Pauli Hamiltonians as maps between
free modules, Commun. Math. Phys. 324, 351 (2013).

[36] J. Haah, Algebraic methods for quantum codes on lattices,
Rev. Colomb. Mat. 50, 299 (2016).

[37] J. Haah, Classification of translation invariant topological
Pauli stabilizer codes for prime dimensional qudits on
two-dimensional lattices, J. Math. Phys. 62, 012201
(2021).

[38] E. C. Rowell, From quantum groups to unitary modular
tensor categories, in Representations of Algebraic
Groups, Quantum Groups, and Lie Algebras, Contempo-
rary Mathematics (American Mathematical Society,
Providence, 2006), Vol. 413, pp. 215–230.

[39] E. Rowell, R. Stong, and Z. Wang, On classification of
modular tensor categories, Commun. Math. Phys. 292,
343 (2009).

[40] Z. Wang, Topological Quantum Computation, CBMS
Regional Conference Series in Mathematics (American
Mathematical Society, Providence, RI, 2010), Vol. 112,
p. xiv+115.

[41] M. Barkeshli, P. Bonderson, M. Cheng, and Z. Wang,
Symmetry fractionalization, defects, and Gauging of
topological phases, Phys. Rev. B 100, 115147 (2019).

[42] L. Wang and Z. Wang, In and around Abelian anyon
models, J. Phys. A 53, 505203 (2020).

[43] M. Barkeshli, Y.-A. Chen, P.-S. Hsin, and N. Manjunath,
Classification of ð2þ 1ÞD invertible fermionic topologi-
cal phases with symmetry, Phys. Rev. B 105, 235143
(2022).

[44] J. Plavnik, A. Schopieray, Z. Yu, and Q. Zhang, Modular
tensor categories, subcategories, and Galois orbits,
Transform. Groups 29, 1623 (2024).

LIANG, YANG, IOSUE, and CHEN PRX QUANTUM 7, 043016 (2026)

043016-54

https://doi.org/10.1063/1.1499754
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05434-1
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05434-1
https://arXiv.org/abs/2506.03094
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2018-10-19-101
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.119.170504
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.119.170504
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.010342
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.010342
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.020360
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.020360
https://doi.org/10.4171/qt/6
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2010.12.017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2010.12.017
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-011-1294-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-012-1500-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2014.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2014.07.003
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.2.023331
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.2.023331
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP03(2022)026
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP03(2022)026
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP07(2022)088
https://arXiv.org/abs/2403.07813
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2017.06.023
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nuclphysb.2017.06.023
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.2.033417
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-023-04706-9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-023-04706-9
https://arXiv.org/abs/2312.04617
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.030328
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.030328
https://doi.org/10.1103/qv65-vmzr
https://doi.org/10.1103/l4mx-l3xx
https://doi.org/10.1103/l4mx-l3xx
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.3490195
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.3490195
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-011-1346-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-011-1346-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-013-1810-2
https://doi.org/10.15446/recolma.v50n2.62214
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0021068
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0021068
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-009-0908-z
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-009-0908-z
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.100.115147
https://doi.org/10.1088/1751-8121/abc6c0
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.105.235143
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.105.235143
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00031-022-09787-9


[45] S. Doplicher, R. Haag, and J. E. Roberts, Local observ-
ables and particle statistics I, Commun. Math. Phys. 23,
199 (1971).

[46] S. Doplicher, R. Haag, and J. E. Roberts, Local observ-
ables and particle statistics II, Commun. Math. Phys. 35,
49 (1974).

[47] M. Cha, P. Naaijkens, and B. Nachtergaele, On the
stability of charges in infinite quantum spin systems,
Commun. Math. Phys. 373, 219 (2020).

[48] B. Ruba and B. Yang, Homological invariants of Pauli
stabilizer codes, Commun. Math. Phys. 405, 126 (2024).

[49] C. Chamon, Quantum glassiness in strongly correlated
clean systems: An example of topological overprotection,
Phys. Rev. Lett. 94, 040402 (2005).

[50] J. Haah, Local stabilizer codes in three dimensions with-
out string logical operators, Phys. Rev. A 83, 042330
(2011).

[51] S. Vijay, J. Haah, and L. Fu, Fracton topological order,
generalized lattice Gauge theory, and duality, Phys. Rev.
B 94, 235157 (2016).

[52] W. Shirley, K. Slagle, Z. Wang, and X. Chen, Fracton
models on general three-dimensional manifolds, Phys.
Rev. X 8, 031051 (2018).

[53] M. Pretko, X. Chen, and Y. You, Fracton phases of matter,
Int. J. Mod. Phys. A 35, 2030003 (2020).

[54] N. Tantivasadakarn, W. Ji, and S. Vijay, Hybrid fracton
phases: Parent orders for liquid and nonliquid quantum
phases, Phys. Rev. B 103, 245136 (2021).

[55] N. Tantivasadakarn, W. Ji, and S. Vijay, Non-Abelian
hybrid fracton orders, Phys. Rev. B 104, 115117 (2021).

[56] H. Song, J. Schönmeier-Kromer, K. Liu, O. Viyuela, L.
Pollet, and M. A. Martin-Delgado, Optimal thresholds for
fracton codes and random spin models with subsystem
symmetry, Phys. Rev. Lett. 129, 230502 (2022).

[57] M. Levin and X.-G. Wen, Quantum ether: Photons and
electrons from a rotor model, Phys. Rev. B 73, 035122
(2006).

[58] J. Alicea, Y. Oreg, G. Refael, F. von Oppen, and M. P. A.
Fisher, Non-Abelian statistics and topological quantum
information processing in 1D wire networks, Nat. Phys. 7,
412 (2011).

[59] K. Kawagoe and M. Levin, Microscopic definitions of
anyon data, Phys. Rev. B 101, 115113 (2020).

[60] Y.-A. Chen, T. D. Ellison, and N. Tantivasadakarn,
Disentangling supercohomology symmetry-protected
topological phases in three spatial dimensions, Phys.
Rev. Res. 3, 013056 (2021).

[61] L. Fidkowski, J. Haah, and M. B. Hastings, Gravitational
anomaly of ð3þ 1Þ-dimensional Z2 toric code with
fermionic charges and fermionic loop self-statistics, Phys.
Rev. B 106, 165135 (2022).

[62] J. Haah, L. Fidkowski, and M. B. Hastings, Nontrivial
quantum cellular automata in higher dimensions, Com-
mun. Math. Phys. 398, 469 (2023).

[63] L. Fidkowski, X. Chen, and A. Vishwanath, Non-Abelian
topological order on the surface of a 3D topological
superconductor from an exactly solved model, Phys. Rev.
X 3, 041016 (2013).

[64] D. V. Else and C. Nayak, Classifying symmetry-
protected topological phases through the anomalous

action of the symmetry on the edge, Phys. Rev. B 90,
235137 (2014).

[65] X. Chen, L. Fidkowski, and A. Vishwanath, Symmetry
enforced non-Abelian topological order at the surface
of a topological insulator, Phys. Rev. B 89, 165132
(2014).

[66] C. Wang and T. Senthil, Interacting fermionic topological
insulators/superconductors in three dimensions, Phys.
Rev. B 89, 195124 (2014).

[67] X. Chen, F. J. Burnell, A. Vishwanath, and L. Fidkowski,
Anomalous symmetry fractionalization and surface topo-
logical order, Phys. Rev. X 5, 041013 (2015).

[68] C. Wang, C.-H. Lin, and M. Levin, Bulk-boundary
correspondence for three-dimensional symmetry-
protected topological phases, Phys. Rev. X 6, 021015
(2016).

[69] Q.-R. Wang, Y. Qi, and Z.-C. Gu, Anomalous symmetry
protected topological states in interacting fermion sys-
tems, Phys. Rev. Lett. 123, 207003 (2019).

[70] Q.-R. Wang and Z.-C. Gu, Construction and classification
of symmetry-protected topological phases in interacting
fermion systems, Phys. Rev. X 10, 031055 (2020).

[71] T. D. Ellison, Y.-A. Chen, A. Dua, W. Shirley, N.
Tantivasadakarn, and D. J. Williamson, Pauli topological
subsystem codes from Abelian anyon theories, Quantum 7,
1137 (2023).

[72] X. G. Wen and A. Zee, Classification of Abelian quantum
Hall states and matrix formulation of topological fluids,
Phys. Rev. B 46, 2290 (1992).

[73] Y.-M. Lu and A. Vishwanath, Theory and classification of
interacting integer topological phases in two dimensions:
A Chern-Simons approach, Phys. Rev. B 86, 125119
(2012).

[74] Y.-M. Lu and A. Vishwanath, Classification and proper-
ties of symmetry-enriched topological phases: Chern-
Simons approach with applications to Z2 spin liquids,
Phys. Rev. B 93, 155121 (2016).

[75] M. Levin, Protected edge modes without symmetry, Phys.
Rev. X 3, 021009 (2013).

[76] T. D. Ellison, Y.-A. Chen, A. Dua, W. Shirley, N.
Tantivasadakarn, and D. J. Williamson, Pauli stabilizer
models of twisted quantum doubles, PRX Quantum 3,
010353 (2022).

[77] W. Shirley, Y.-A. Chen, A. Dua, T. D. Ellison, N.
Tantivasadakarn, and D. J. Williamson, Three-
dimensional quantum cellular automata from chiral
semion surface topological order and beyond, PRX
Quantum 3, 030326 (2022).

[78] B. Ruba and B. Yang, Witt groups and bulk-boundary
correspondence for stabilizer states, arXiv:2509.10418.

[79] A. Dua, I. H. Kim, M. Cheng, and D. J. Williamson,
Sorting topological stabilizer models in three dimensions,
Phys. Rev. B 100, 155137 (2019).

[80] N. Tantivasadakarn, Jordan-Wigner dualities for trans-
lation-invariant Hamiltonians in any dimension: Emer-
gent fermions in fracton topological order, Phys. Rev.
Res. 2, 023353 (2020).

[81] Y.-A. Chen, A. V. Gorshkov, and Y. Xu, Error-correcting
codes for fermionic quantum simulation, SciPost Phys. 16,
033 (2024).

ALGORITHMIC CONSTRUCTION OF GAPPED BOUNDARIES... PRX QUANTUM 7, 043016 (2026)

043016-55

https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01877742
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01877742
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01646454
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01646454
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-019-03630-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-024-04991-y
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.94.040402
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.83.042330
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.83.042330
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.94.235157
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.94.235157
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.8.031051
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.8.031051
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0217751X20300033
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.103.245136
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.104.115117
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.129.230502
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.73.035122
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.73.035122
https://doi.org/10.1038/nphys1915
https://doi.org/10.1038/nphys1915
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.101.115113
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.3.013056
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.3.013056
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.106.165135
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.106.165135
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-022-04528-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-022-04528-1
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.3.041016
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.3.041016
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.90.235137
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.90.235137
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.89.165132
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.89.165132
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.89.195124
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.89.195124
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.5.041013
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.6.021015
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.6.021015
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.123.207003
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.10.031055
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2023-10-12-1137
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2023-10-12-1137
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.46.2290
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.86.125119
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.86.125119
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.93.155121
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.3.021009
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevX.3.021009
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.3.010353
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.3.010353
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.3.030326
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.3.030326
https://arXiv.org/abs/2509.10418
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.100.155137
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.2.023353
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevResearch.2.023353
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys


[82] R.W. Chien and J. Klassen, Optimizing fermionic encod-
ings for both Hamiltonian and hardware, arXiv:2210
.05652.

[83] Y.-A. Chen and S. Tata, Higher cup products on hyper-
cubic lattices: Application to lattice models of topological
phases, J. Math. Phys. 64, 091902 (2023).

[84] B. Yoshida, Gapped boundaries, group cohomology and
fault-tolerant logical gates, Ann. Phys. 377, 387 (2017).

[85] Y. Li, Z. Song, A. Kubica, and I. H. Kim, Domain walls
from SPT-sewing, arXiv:2411.11967.

[86] H. Watanabe, M. Cheng, and Y. Fuji, Ground state
degeneracy on torus in a family of ZN toric code, J.
Math. Phys. 64, 051901 (2023).

[87] A. Dua, D. J. Williamson, J. Haah, and M. Cheng,
Compactifying fracton stabilizer models, Phys. Rev. B
99, 245135 (2019).

[88] M. Barkeshli, Y.-A. Chen, P.-S. Hsin, and R. Kobayashi,
Higher-group symmetry in finite Gauge theory and sta-
bilizer codes, SciPost Phys. 16, 089 (2024).

[89] Y.-A. Chen, A. Kapustin, and Ð. Radičević, Exact boso-
nization in two spatial dimensions and a new class of
lattice gauge theories, Ann. Phys. 393, 234 (2018).

[90] Y.-A. Chen and Y. Xu, Equivalence between fermion-to-
qubit mappings in two spatial dimensions, PRX Quantum
4, 010326 (2023).

[91] A. Kubica, B. Yoshida, and F. Pastawski, Unfolding the
color code, New J. Phys. 17, 083026 (2015).

[92] J. Haah, Invertible subalgebras, Commun. Math. Phys.
403, 661 (2023).

[93] Y.-A. Chen and P.-S. Hsin, Exactly solvable lattice
Hamiltonians and gravitational anomalies, SciPost Phys.
14, 089 (2023).

[94] Z. Liang, K. Liu, H. Song, and Y.-A. Chen, Generalized
toric codes on twisted tori for quantum error correction,
PRX Quantum 6, 020357 (2025).

[95] J. N. Eberhardt and V. Steffan, Logical operators and
fold-transversal gates of bivariate bicycle codes, IEEE
Trans. Inf. Theory 71, 1140 (2025).

[96] S. Wolanski and B. Barber, Ambiguity clustering: An
accurate and efficient decoder for qLDPC codes, arXiv:
2406.14527.

[97] N. Berthusen, D. Devulapalli, E. Schoute, A. M. Childs,
M. J. Gullans, A. V. Gorshkov, and D. Gottesman, Toward
a 2D local implementation of quantum low-density parity-
check codes, PRX Quantum 6, 010306 (2025).

[98] A. Gong, S. Cammerer, and J. M. Renes, Toward low-
latency iterative decoding of QLDPC codes under circuit-
level noise, arXiv:2403.18901.

[99] A. S. Maan and A. Paler, Machine learning message-
passing for the scalable decoding of QLDPC codes, npj
Quantum Inf. 11, 78 (2025).

[100] A. Cowtan, SSIP: Automated surgery with quantum LDPC
codes, arXiv:2407.09423.

[101] M. H. Shaw and B.M. Terhal, Lowering connectivity
requirements for bivariate bicycle codes using morphing
circuits, Phys. Rev. Lett. 134, 090602 (2025).

[102] C. Poole, T. M. Graham, M. A. Perlin, M. Otten, and M.
Saffman, Architecture for fast implementation of quantum
low-density parity-check codes with optimized Rydberg
gates, Phys. Rev. A 111, 022433 (2025).

[103] H. Sayginel, S. Koutsioumpas, M. Webster, A. Rajput, and
D. E. Browne, Fault-tolerant logical Clifford gates from
code automorphisms, PRX Quantum 6, 030343 (2025).

[104] A.W. Cross, Z. He, P. J. Rall, and T. J. Yoder, Improved
QLDPC surgery: Logical measurements and bridging
codes, arXiv:2407.18393.

[105] A. deMarti iOlius and J. E. Martinez, The closed-branch
decoder for quantum LDPC codes, arXiv:2402.01532.

[106] X. Ni, O. Buerschaper, and M. Van den Nest, A non-
commuting stabilizer formalism, J. Math. Phys. 56,
052201 (2015).

[107] M. A. Webster, B. J. Brown, and S. D. Bartlett, The XP
stabiliser formalism: A generalisation of the Pauli stabil-
iser formalism with arbitrary phases, Quantum 6, 815
(2022).

[108] R. Shen, Y. Wang, and C. J. Cao, Quantum lego and XP
stabilizer codes, Quantum 9, 1876 (2025).

[109] A. Couvreur, N. Delfosse, and G. Zemor, A construction of
quantum LDPC codes from Cayley graphs, in Proceed-
ings of the 2011 IEEE International Symposium on
Information Theory Proceedings (2011), pp. 643–647.

[110] N. P. Breuckmann and J. N. Eberhardt, Balanced product
quantum codes, IEEE Trans. Inf. Theory 67, 6653 (2021).

[111] N. Tantivasadakarn, Dimensional reduction and topologi-
cal invariants of symmetry-protected topological phases,
Phys. Rev. B 96, 195101 (2017).

[112] K. Walker and Z. Wang, (3 + 1)-TQFTs and topological
insulators, Front. Phys. 7, 150 (2012).

[113] D. Poulin, Stabilizer formalism for operator quantum
error correction, Phys. Rev. Lett. 95, 230504 (2005).

[114] H. Bombín, Structure of 2D topological stabilizer codes,
Commun. Math. Phys. 327, 387 (2014).

[115] M. L. Liu, N. Tantivasadakarn, and V. V. Albert, Subsys-
tem CSS codes, a tighter stabilizer-to-CSS mapping, and
Goursat’s Lemma, Quantum 8, 1403 (2024).

[116] M. B. Hastings and J. Haah, Dynamically generated
logical qubits, Quantum 5, 564 (2021).

[117] D. Aasen, Z. Wang, and M. B. Hastings, Adiabatic
paths of Hamiltonians, symmetries of topological order,
and automorphism codes, Phys. Rev. B 106, 085122
(2022).

[118] M.Davydova,N. Tantivasadakarn, and S. Balasubramanian,
Floquet codes without parent subsystem codes, PRX Quan-
tum 4, 020341 (2023).

[119] T. D. Ellison, J. Sullivan, and A. Dua, Floquet codes with a
twist, arXiv:2306.08027.

[120] A. Dua, N. Tantivasadakarn, J. Sullivan, and T. D. Ellison,
Engineering 3D Floquet codes by rewinding, PRX Quan-
tum 5, 020305 (2024).

[121] M. F. Atiyah and I. G. Macdonald, Introduction to Com-
mutative Algebra (CRC Press, Boca Raton, FL, USA,
2018).

[122] A. Davydov and D. Simmons, On Lagrangian algebras in
group-theoretical braided fusion categories, J. Algebra
471, 149 (2017).

[123] G. Yue, L. Wang, and T. Lan, Condensation completion
and defects in 2 + 1D topological orders, Phys. Rev. B
112, 104106 (2025).

[124] D. Gaiotto and J. Kulp, Orbifold groupoids, J. High
Energy Phys. 02, 132 (2021).

LIANG, YANG, IOSUE, and CHEN PRX QUANTUM 7, 043016 (2026)

043016-56

https://arXiv.org/abs/2210.05652
https://arXiv.org/abs/2210.05652
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0095189
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aop.2016.12.014
https://arXiv.org/abs/2411.11967
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0134010
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0134010
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.99.245135
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.99.245135
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aop.2018.03.024
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.4.010326
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.4.010326
https://doi.org/10.1088/1367-2630/17/8/083026
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-023-04806-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-023-04806-6
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.21468/SciPostPhys
https://doi.org/10.1103/rmy6-9n89
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIT.2024.3521638
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIT.2024.3521638
https://arXiv.org/abs/2406.14527
https://arXiv.org/abs/2406.14527
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.6.010306
https://arXiv.org/abs/2403.18901
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41534-025-01033-w
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41534-025-01033-w
https://arXiv.org/abs/2407.09423
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.134.090602
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevA.111.022433
https://doi.org/10.1103/vf7v-cpq9
https://arXiv.org/abs/2407.18393
https://arXiv.org/abs/2402.01532
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4920923
https://doi.org/10.1063/1.4920923
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2022-09-22-815
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2022-09-22-815
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2025-10-06-1876
https://doi.org/10.1109/TIT.2021.3097347
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.96.195101
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11467-011-0194-z
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.95.230504
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00220-014-1893-4
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2024-07-10-1403
https://doi.org/10.22331/q-2021-10-19-564
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.106.085122
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevB.106.085122
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.4.020341
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.4.020341
https://arXiv.org/abs/2306.08027
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.020305
https://doi.org/10.1103/PRXQuantum.5.020305
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jalgebra.2016.09.016
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jalgebra.2016.09.016
https://doi.org/10.1103/fgnx-t5bj
https://doi.org/10.1103/fgnx-t5bj
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2021)132
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP02(2021)132

	Algorithmic Construction of Gapped Boundaries for Topological Stabilizer Codes: A Route to Low-Overhead Planar qLDPC Codes
	I. INTRODUCTION
	II. PHYSICAL INTUITION AND DESCRIPTION
	A. Review of bulk anyons in stabilizer formalism
	B. Defining boundary gauge operators, boundary anyons, and boundary strings
	C. Lattice construction of boundaries and defects
	1. Boundary anyon condensation
	2. Topological order completion


	III. OPERATOR ALGEBRA FORMALISM
	A. Symplectic Abelian groups
	B. Stabilizer codes and boundary gauge operators

	IV. COMPUTATIONAL ALGORITHMS
	A. Review of the Laurent polynomial formalism
	B. Boundary gauge operators and gauge violation map
	C. Computing boundary anyons and boundary string operators
	D. Boundary anyon condensation and topological order completion

	V. APPLICATIONS TO BOUNDARY AND DEFECT CONSTRUCTIONS OF QUANTUM CODES
	A. Z2 standard toric code
	B. Z2 fish toric code
	C. Z4 toric code
	D. Double semion code
	E. Six-semion code
	F. Color code
	G. Anomalous three-fermion code
	H. (3,3)-bivariate bicycle codes
	I. (2,-3)-bivariate bicycle codes

	VI. DISCUSSION
	ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
	DATA AVAILABILITY
	APPENDIX A: TOPOLOGICAL SPINS AND BRAIDING STATISTICS FROM BOUNDARY STRING OPERATORS
	1. Topological invariant
	2. Topological spin
	3. Braiding statistics

	APPENDIX B: UNITS IN THE FORMAL LAURENT SERIES
	APPENDIX C: MODIFIED GAUSSIAN ELIMINATION
	1. Time complexity of MGE

	APPENDIX D: ALGORITHM PSEUDOCODE
	1. Time complexity of Algorithm 1
	2. Time complexity of Algorithm 2

	APPENDIX E: COUNTING THE LAGRANGIAN SUBGROUPS OF THE Z2n TORIC CODE
	APPENDIX F: EXTENDED APPLICATIONS OF ALGORITHM 1
	1. Bulk strings terminating on boundaries or passing through defects
	2. Determining commuting operators at defect line endpoints

	APPENDIX G: EXPLICIT BOUNDARY AND DEFECT CONSTRUCTIONS FOR VARIOUS QUANTUM CODES
	References


