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The nonstabilizerness of quantum states is a necessary resource for universal quantum computation,
yet its characterization is notoriously demanding. Quantifying nonstabilizerness typically requires an
exponential number of measurements and a doubly exponential classical post-processing cost to evaluate
its standard monotones. In this work, we show that nonstabilizerness is, to a large extent, in the eyes
of the beholder: it can be witnessed and quantified using any set of mn-qubit Pauli measurements,
provided the set contains anti-commuting pairs. We introduce a general framework that projects the
stabilizer polytope onto the subspace defined by these observables and provide an algorithm that esti-
mates magic from Pauli expectation values with runtime exponential in the number of measurements m
and polynomial in the number of qubits n. By relating the problem to a stabilizer-restricted variant of the
quantum marginal problem, we also prove that deciding membership in the corresponding reduced
stabilizer polytope is NP-hard. In particular, unless P ¼ NP, no algorithm polynomial in m can solve the
problem in full generality, thus establishing fundamental complexity-theoretic limitations. Finally, we
employ our framework to compute nonstabilizerness in different Hamiltonian ground states, demonstrat-
ing the practical performance of our method in regimes beyond the reach of existing techniques.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A central problem in quantum information science is to
identify and quantify the resources that allow quantum
systems to outperform their classical counterparts [1,2].
In the context of quantum computation, this distinction is
sharply captured by the theory of stabilizer states and
operations [3]. While stabilizer states may exhibit large
amounts of entanglement, the Gottesman-Knill theorem
guarantees their efficient classical simulability [4,5], so
they are insufficient for universal quantum computation.
The essential ingredient behind quantum advantage is then
called nonstabilizerness, or magic, which has therefore
emerged as a fundamental resource for fault-tolerant
quantum computation [6] as well as in other quantum
information processing tasks [7–11].

Despite its importance, the characterization of non-
stabilizerness remains well known to be difficult. At the
heart of the problem lies the complex geometry of the
stabilizer polytope, the convex hull of all stabilizer states
[12]. Determining whether a given quantum state lies
inside or outside this polytope or quantifying its distance
from it poses two major bottlenecks. The first bottleneck is
experimental. Most existing measures and witnesses of
nonstabilizerness rely on complete state tomography,
which requires estimating 4n expectation values for an
n-qubit system and is therefore infeasible beyond small
system sizes. The second bottleneck is computational.
Even assuming full tomographic data were available,
deciding whether a state lies inside the stabilizer polytope
is itself an intractable task: the number of its vertices grows
super-exponentially with the number of qubits [13]. As a
consequence, existing approaches must rely on strong
symmetry assumptions, highly structured families of
states, or severe dimensional restrictions [14,15]. This
exponential overhead contrasts with the scale of current
quantum platforms, which already operate at—and in
some cases beyond—hundreds of qubits [16–19].
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Together, these obstacles severely limit our ability to
detect and quantify nonstabilizerness in large quantum
systems, and raise a fundamental question: Can one
quantify the degree of nonstabilizerness of a quantum
state using only a limited number of measurements, while
simultaneously avoiding computationally intractable opti-
mization over the full stabilizer polytope? In this work,
we answer this question in the affirmative. Inspired by
the philosophy of classical shadows [20], we show that
it is possible to capture essential information about non-
stabilizerness by probing only a low-dimensional sub-
space of the full Hilbert space. Rather than reconstructing
the entire quantum state, we project the stabilizer poly-
tope onto this subspace and study the resulting reduced
marginal polytope. Remarkably, this projection pre-
serves enough geometric structure to allow for detection
and quantification of nonstabilizerness, while drasti-
cally reducing both measurement and computational
complexity.
We develop a near-optimal algorithm to construct such

projected stabilizer polytopes from a number of measure-
ments that scales polynomially with the system size, while
the classical post-processing cost scales exponentially
only in the number m of selected Pauli observables.
This approach simultaneously addresses the two afore-
mentioned bottlenecks: it replaces full tomography with a
shadow-like measurement scheme, and it reduces the
complexity of the convex optimization problem by work-
ing with a significantly smaller polytope. It is character-
ized by the commutativity graph of Pauli measurements,
similar to the ideas developed in Refs. [21–24]. We
illustrate the general framework with several explicit
examples, demonstrating that our method reliably quan-
tifies nonstabilizerness in regimes far beyond the reach of
existing techniques.
The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we review

the essentials of stabilizer resource theory and the robust-
ness of magic (RoM), the central monotone of nonstabi-
lizerness employed throughout this work. In Sec. III, we
introduce the reduced stabilizer polytope and present a
near-optimal algorithm for its construction, together with
the associated nonstabilizerness monotone. We also pro-
vide a detailed analysis of several reduced polytopes of
particular interest. In Sec. IV, we address the computa-
tional complexity of the problem, proving that even for
reduced stabilizer polytopes there exists no polynomial-
time algorithm to decide whether a given set of corre-
lations lies inside the polytope. In Sec. V B, we apply
our general framework to selected cases of interest,
computing the nonstabilizerness of ground states of
several Hamiltonians using only the local observables
required to determine their energy. Finally, in Sec. VI,
we summarize our findings and highlight directions for
future research.

II. STABILIZER RESOURCE THEORY
AND MONOTONES

In this section, we review the basic ingredients under-
lying the definition of stabilizer states and summarize the
relevant resource monotones. We consider systems of n
qubits, described by the Hilbert space H ¼ ðC2Þ⊗n. We
denote by Pn the n-qubit Pauli group, defined as the group
generated by tensor products of single-qubit Pauli oper-
ators, including overall phases. When convenient, we will
refer to P̃n as the Pauli group modulo phases, i.e., the Pauli
group without signs.
A stabilizer group S ⊂ Pn is an Abelian subgroup of the

Pauli group such that −1 ∉ S. If rankðSÞ ¼ n, the group S
uniquely defines a pure stabilizer state jψSi as the jointþ1
eigenstate of all its elements, that is,

sjψSi ¼ þjψSi ∀ s∈S: (1)

Because pure stabilizer states are in one-to-one corre-
spondence with stabilizer groups of maximal rank, we
denote both sets by stabn.
The set of (possibly mixed) stabilizer states is defined as

the convex hull of pure stabilizer states,

STABn ≡ convðstabnÞ

¼
( X

S∈ stabn

pS ψ
Sj p⃗∈Δjstabnj

)
; (2)

where Δjstabnj ¼ fp⃗∈Rjstabnj∣pS ≥ 0;
P

S pS ¼ 1g denotes
the probability simplex and ψS ¼ jψSihψSj. The set
STABn thus forms a polytope in the space of quan-
tum states; the above characterization as the convex
hull of finitely many extremal points is known as its
V-representation [25].
There exists a natural class of unitaries that preserve

the stabilizer polytope and form a group, known as the
Clifford group. These unitaries are defined as those that
conjugate Pauli operators into Pauli operators,

Cln ≡
�
U∈UðHÞj ∀ P∈Pn; ∃P0∈Pn s:t:UPU† ∝ P0�:

(3)

A quantum channel E that preserves STABn—that is,
EðψÞ∈STABn for all ψ ∈ STABn—is called a stabilizer
operation. Any such channel can be decomposed into a
sequence of Clifford unitaries, computational-basis mea-
surements, and classical post-processing. Together, the
stabilizer polytope and the set of stabilizer operations
define the stabilizer resource theory [12], in which STABn
constitutes the set of free states and stabilizer operations
are the free operations.
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A generic quantum state ψ is said to be nonstabilizer if
ψ ∉ STABn. Nonstabilizerness constitutes the resource
of the stabilizer resource theory, in direct analogy with
entanglement, coherence, nonlocality, and other quantum
resources [26]. To quantify this resource, one introduces a
stabilizer monotone, namely a real-valued function f on
quantum states satisfying the following properties: (i) all
stabilizer states attain the same value f0, and (ii)
fðEðψÞÞ ≤ fðψÞ for all stabilizer operations E. We say
that f is faithful if fðψÞ ≥ f0 for all states, with equality if
and only if ψ ∈ STABn.
Various stabilizer monotones have been proposed in the

literature. These include measures based on the trace
distance [27] and the relative entropy [12], which are
generic constructions for convex quantum resource theo-
ries. Such monotones can typically be expressed as

fðψÞ ¼ min
σ∈STABn

Dðψ ; σÞ; (4)

whereDð·; ·Þ denotes a convex distance measure (or, in the
case of concave entropic measures, an analogous expres-
sion in which the optimization is a maximization over
stabilizer states). For simpler, non-optimizing entropic
quantifiers, one must restrict to the pure-state stabilizer
resource theory [28], as is also common in the resource
theory of entanglement [1].
By Eq. (2), optimization over stabilizer states requires

jstabnj ¼ 2Θðn2Þ data even to specify σ∈ STABn in the
V-representation [5]. Moreover, computing the mono-
tone itself typically requires tomographically complete
information about the state ψ—as is the case for both
the relative entropy [12] and the trace distance [27], for
example—entailing an experimental overhead scaling
as Oð4nÞ.
Indeed, recently in Ref. [13], it was noted that deciding

if a quantum state is in the stabilizer polytope requires
expðn2Þ time complexity, under standard complexity-
theoretic assumptions. They have also shown that this
lower bound is actually reached by computing a monotone,
the RoM, defined for a quantum state ψ as [29]

RoMðψÞ ¼ min
x⃗

(
kx⃗k1 jψ ¼

X
S∈ stabn

xSψS

)
; (5)

where the vector x⃗∈Rjstabnj specifies a stabilizer pseudo-
mixture of ψ , and kx⃗k1 ¼

P
S∈ stabn jxSj is referred to as

its negativity. Since trψ ¼ 1, the coefficients necessarily
satisfy

P
S∈ stabn xS ¼ 1, implying the lower bound

RoMðψÞ ≥ 1. We will use this monotone as our figure
of merit.
The robustness of magic is a faithful stabilizer mono-

tone [29], that is, the minimum value is attained if and only
if ψ is a stabilizer state, and the minimization ensures
monotonicity under all stabilizer operations. It was also

shown that the evaluation of the RoM can be formulated as
a linear program (LP),

RoMðψÞ ¼ min
x⃗
kx⃗k1; s:t: Ax⃗ ¼ b⃗; (6)

where the elements of the rectangular matrix A are
given by AP;S ¼ trðPψSÞ and the vector b⃗ is defined as
bP ¼ trðPψÞ. Despite this reformulation, the problem
remains plagued by the same fundamental limitations
discussed above. In its current form, it requires an
exponential amount of experimental data and computa-
tional resources to be evaluated.
Beyond its role as a resource monotone, the RoM also

quantifies the classical simulability of quantum states via
quasiprobability methods [30]. In particular, it was shown
that expectation values of the form trðPEðψÞÞ for stabilizer
operations E can be estimated within additive error δ and
with failure probability at most ϵ in polyðnÞ time, provided
that

N ≥
2

δ2
RoMðψÞ2 ln

�
2

ϵ

�
; (7)

independent samples are drawn from the probability
distribution defined by pS ¼ jxSj=kx⃗k1 [29].
In the next section, we turn to the projection of the

stabilizer resource theory in settings where tomographic
completeness is not available. In particular, we discuss
how to construct suitable projections of the stabilizer
polytope and define the corresponding RoM measure.

III. REDUCED STABILIZER POLYTOPE
AND ROBUSTNESS

In realistic experimental settings, access to tomo-
graphically complete data is rarely available. Instead,
measurements are typically constrained by the physical
architecture of the platform, calibration requirements, and
noise considerations, resulting in access to only a limited
set of observables. These observables are often fixed in
advance, for instance, by native measurement bases,
locality constraints, or readout fidelities, and may scale
at most polynomially with the system size. As a conse-
quence, any characterization of nonstabilizerness that
fundamentally relies on full state tomography is incom-
patible with the operational regime of contemporary
quantum devices. This motivates the following shift in
perspective: rather than attempting to reconstruct the full
quantum state, we ask what can be inferred about non-
stabilizerness from partial information alone. In particular,
given expectation values of a restricted set of experimen-
tally accessible observables, can one still certify and
quantify nonstabilizerness in a meaningful and resource-
efficient way? Addressing this question requires rethinking
the geometry of the stabilizer polytope under projection
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onto lower-dimensional subspaces, which is the approach
we will develop in the following. The key idea behind it is
to construct a projected stabilizer polytope.
We begin by assuming that the experimenter has access

to only m Pauli operators, collected into the set

M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg; (8)

where we always takem ≤ polyðnÞ. Given a quantum state
ψ , we may represent it by its Pauli expectation values,

ψ⃗ ≡ ðhPiψÞP∈ P̃n
∈ ½−1; 1�4n : (9)

In this representation, the stabilizer polytope can be
written as

convðψ⃗SÞS∈ stabn ⊂ ½−1; 1�4n :
Denoting by ΠM the projection that maps a vector

v⃗∈ ½−1; 1�4n onto the components corresponding to the
observables in M, we define the projected stabilizer
polytope as the image of STABn under this projection,

STABnðMÞ≡ ΠM½STABn�: (10)

Clearly, if M ¼ P̃n, one recovers the full stabilizer
polytope, i.e., STABnðP̃nÞ ¼ STABn.
A noteworthy property of this construction is that the

resulting projected polytope depends only weakly on the
total number of qubits. In particular, we have the following
result.
Lemma 1. Let fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg be a set of n-qubit Pauli

operators, and let n0 ≥ n. Then

STABnðfPigmi¼1Þ ¼ STABn0
�fPi ⊗ 1n0−ngmi¼1

�
; (11)

where the identity acts on the remaining n0 − n qubits.
The proof is given in Appendix A 1. This result suggests

that the projected stabilizer polytope depends only on the
algebraic relations among the Pauli operators inM, rather
than on their explicit tensor-product embedding into the
full Hilbert space. We will make this intuition precise in
the next subsection.
Since specifying the measurement set M already fixes

the number of qubits required to realize the corresponding
observables, we will henceforth suppress the explicit
dependence on n and write STABðMÞ≡ STABnðMÞ.
We further denote by stabðMÞ ⊆ STABðMÞ a generating
set for the V-representation of the projected polytope,
namely

STABðMÞ¼ conv½stabðMÞ�≡convðv⃗1; v⃗2; � � � ; v⃗jstabðMÞjÞ:
(12)

Because the projection can map distinct stabilizer states
to the same point—or render some points redundant via

convex combinations—one generally has stabðMÞ ⊊
ΠMstabn. For instance, it may occur that

ΠMψ⃗S ¼
X
S0≠S

pS0 ΠMψ⃗S0
:

We postpone the explicit construction of the
V-representation stabðMÞ to the next subsection and treat
it as an input for the remainder of the present discussion.
Observing correlations that lie outside the projected

stabilizer polytope provides a bona fide witness of non-
stabilizerness. Indeed, for a given state ψ ,

ðhP1iψ ; � � � ; hPmiψÞ ∉ STABðMÞ ⇒ ψ ∉ STABn: (13)

While this criterion suffices for witnessing nonstabili-
zerness, it does not provide a quantitative measure. To go
beyond mere detection, we seek an analog of a stabilizer
monotone that can be evaluated solely from the expect-
ation values of the observables in M.
To this end, we introduce a natural generalization of the

robustness of magic in Eq. (5), which we call the reduced
robustness of magic,

RoMMðψÞ ¼ min
x⃗∈RjstabðMÞj

kx⃗k1; (14)

s:t: ΠMψ⃗ ¼
XjstabðMÞj

j¼1

xjv⃗j;

XjstabðMÞj

j¼1

xj ¼ 1:

(15)

As in the full RoM, this definition leads to a linear
program, but now expressed exclusively in terms of
the measurement data associated with M. It is clear that
M ¼ P̃n implies RoMM ¼ RoM. Also, the normalization
condition is automatically satisfied if we include 1∈M,
which we assume from now on.
The reduced robustness of magic satisfies the following

properties.
Lemma 2. Given two sets of n-qubit Pauli operators

M;N and a quantum state ψ , the reduced robustness of
magic obeys:
(1) Faithfulness: RoMMðψÞ ≥ 1, with equality if and

only if there exists a stabilizer state ϕ∈ STABn such
that hPiψ ¼ hPiϕ for all P∈M.

(2) Stabilizer monotonicity: RoMMðEðψÞÞ ≤
RoMMðψÞ for all trace-preserving stabilizer oper-
ations E.
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(3) Submultiplicativity and convexity:

RoMM⊗N ðψ ⊗ ρÞ ≤ RoMMðψÞRoMN ðρÞ;

RoMM

�X
j

pjψj

�
≤
X
j

jpjjRoMMðψjÞ:

(4) Measurement monotonicity:

M0 ⊆ M ⇒ RoMMðψÞ ≥ RoMM0 ðψÞ:
In particular, given any measurement set M, we
have the lower bound RoMðψÞ ≥ RoMMðψÞ.

The proof is provided in Appendix A 2. Properties 2 and
3 show that the reduced robustness of magic is indeed a
valid stabilizer monotone, inheriting many of the structural
features of the full robustness of magic [29]. The most
significant insights, however, arise from properties 1 and 4.
Property 1 highlights that RoMM is generally not

faithful: the condition RoMMðψÞ ¼ 1 guarantees only
that there exists a stabilizer state reproducing the statistics
of ψ on the restricted measurement set M. Consequently,
depending on the choice of observables, nonstabilizer
states may remain indistinguishable from stabilizer states
at the level of accessible Pauli expectations. A precise
characterization of this phenomenon will be developed
in Sec. IV.
Property 4 ensures that the measurement-limited robust-

ness nonetheless provides a meaningful lower bound on
the nonstabilizerness of the full state. In particular, it
implies a corresponding lower bound on the classical
simulation cost: by measuring only m ≤ polyðnÞ Pauli
operators, one can already infer a sample-complexity
bound of the form N ≥ fðϵ; δÞRoMMðψÞ2 for quasiprob-
ability-based simulation, directly from Eq. (7).
With the reduced robustness of magic, we thus resolve

the first of the two central obstacles in nonstabilizerness
estimation: the requirement of tomographically complete
data. The monotone RoMM can be evaluated using any
experimentally accessible set of measurements, albeit with
a strength that depends on the choice of M. However,
the second obstacle, the computational complexity, still
remains at this point. Indeed, evaluating RoMM still
requires access to a V-representation of the projected
stabilizer polytope.
A straightforward upper bound on the size of the linear

program in Eq. (14) is obtained via a direct “top-down”
construction,

stabðMÞ ⊆ ΠMðstabnÞ; (16)

namely by projecting all jstabnj ¼ 2Θðn2Þ vertices of the full
stabilizer polytope. This approach makes clear that, in the
worst case, evaluating the reduced RoM is no easier
than computing the original RoM: although the l1-norm

minimization can be solved in time polynomial in the
number of constraints [31], the number of vertices remains
exponentially large. In the following, we show that by
exploiting the algebraic structure of the measurement set
M, one can construct compressed V-representations of
the projected stabilizer polytope, thereby addressing the
remaining computational bottleneck.

A. Bottom-up reconstruction

We will now show that there is a purely combinatorial
construction of the reduced polytopes. First, define the
frustration graph [21–24] of M as the graph GM with
VðGMÞ ¼ M, and edges given by

EðGMÞ≡ ffPi; Pjg∈M×2jPiPj ¼ −PjPig: (17)

Then, we can show:
Theorem 3. Let M be a set of mn-qubit Pauli strings.

Then, the reduced polytope has a V-representation
given by

STABðMÞ ¼ convfv⃗S;fgS∈ ImaxðGMÞ;f∈BS
; (18)

where ImaxðGMÞ is the set of (maximally) independent sets
of GM, and

BS ¼
�
f∈ f�gSj

Y
P∈S0

fPP ≠ −1; ∀ S0 ⊆ S
	
; (19)

denotes all bitstring assignments over the independent set
S that do not have a negative Pauli product on the subsets,
and the vector v⃗S;f is defined as

ðv⃗S;fÞP ¼
�
fP if fPP∈ S;
0 otherwise:

(20)

Furthermore, the set stabðMÞ ¼ fv⃗S;fg has size:

jstabðMÞj ≤ 2 minfn;mgþminfcm;ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2g; (21)

where c ¼ log 3=3. Without further restrictions onM, this
bound is tight and reached by the set of marginals

M ¼ ⋃
n

i¼1

fXi; Yi; Zig: (22)

We present the full proof in Appendix B, and here we
outline the main ideas underlying the construction.
Starting from the original “top-down” V-representation
of the reduced polytope in Eq. (16), one may view the
extremal points of STABðMÞ as arising from the corre-
lations of Paulis drawn from M of pure stabilizer
states. This perspective naturally leads to the question
of which stabilizer structures are already encoded in the
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measurement set itself. Namely, which subsets of M can
simultaneously fix expectation values hPii ¼ �1.
This intuition is formalized through the notion of closed

commuting subsets [32], defined as

CðMÞ ¼ fQ ⊆ �MjQ ¼ hQi ∩ �M;−1 ∉ hQig;
(23)

where �M ¼ M⊔ð−MÞ and −M ¼ f−P1;−P2;…;
−Pmg. The terminology reflects the two defining proper-
ties of any Q∈CðMÞ. First, the set is closed, in the sense
that the subgroup it generates, hQi, intersects�M only on
the elements ofQ itself. Second, it is commuting, since the
condition −1 ∉ hQi implies that hQi is an Abelian sub-
group of the Pauli group and therefore defines a stabilizer
group [33]. Furthermore, we will consider maximal com-
muting subsets (MCSs), where we impose the additional
property that, given Q ⊆ Q0, then Q ¼ Q0. We denote this
set by CmaxðMÞ.
Operationally, the elements of CmaxðMÞ may be inter-

preted as measurement contexts [34]: maximal subsets of
Pauli observables withinM that can simultaneously attain
definite values. The central and somewhat surprising
result, proved in Appendix B, is that these MCSs suffice
to generate the reduced stabilizer polytope. More precisely,
one can construct a V-representation such that

stabðMÞ ≅ CmaxðMÞ: (24)

This characterization makes explicit that the complexity
of the reduced polytope is governed by the algebraic and
combinatorial structure of the measurement set M, rather
than by the exponentially large set of pure stabilizer states
appearing in the top-down construction.
The remainder of the proof establishes a connection

between MCSs and a purely combinatorial problem:
finding consistent independent sets in an associated frus-
tration graph. This reformulation makes clear why we refer
to the present approach as bottom-up. Rather than pro-
jecting the full stabilizer polytope without regard to mea-
surement structure, the stabilizer correlations accessible to
a restricted measurement set are reconstructed directly
from the relations among the measurements themselves.
Moreover, the combinatorial expression of the convex hull
in Eq. (18) naturally suggests an efficient algorithmic
strategy: construct the frustration graph and enumerate its
consistent independent sets.
We defer a detailed discussion of this algorithm to

Sec. III D. Instead, in the next section, we illustrate the
geometry of reduced stabilizer polytopes for small meas-
urement sets, which provides valuable intuition for how
their structure emerges from the underlying algebraic
relations among the observables.

B. On small polytopes and Pauli commutativity

We now explore reduced polytopes for m ≤ 3, since
these are the cases that can be visualized and hence easily
understood. All three cases are plotted in Fig. 1.
Form ¼ 1, we haveM ¼ fP1g. We have the frustration

graph of one vertex, which also composes the single
maximal independent subset. Since we can either assign
fP1

¼ 1 or fP1
¼ −1, we have:

STABðfP1gÞ ¼ convð−1; 1Þ ¼ ½−1; 1�; (25)

which is indeed the full range of hP1i, since kP1k ¼ 1.
A single Pauli expectation value cannot witness non-
stabilizerness.
The first nontrivial case is for m ¼ 2. If ½P1; P2� ¼ 0,

the graph is fully disconnected and there is a single
maximally independent set, ImaxðGMÞ ¼ fMg. We have
two further cases: If P1 ≠ −P2, they are fully inde-
pendent and:

STABðfP1; P2gÞ ¼ convðfð�1;�1ÞgÞ ¼ ½−1; 1�2: (26)

Otherwise, if P1 ¼ −P2, we obtain convðð1;−1Þ;
ð−1; 1ÞÞ, forming the red line in Fig. 1(a), since those
two are the consistent sign assignments for the two Paulis.
In all those cases, again, hP1i and hP2i fully obtain all the
admissible expectation values, and no nonstabilizerness
can be detected. The other case is when fP1; P2g ¼ 0, and
then the independent sets are formed by single Paulis. In
this case, we have:

STABðfP1; P2gÞ ¼ convðfð�1; 0Þ; ð0;�1ÞgÞ; (27)

as illustrated by the second example in Fig. 1(a). Now, one
can see that there is a range of correlations for which
nonstabilizerness can be witnessed, since the correspond-
ing polytope does not fully span the operator spectrum of
both Paulis.
For m ¼ 3, different commutation structures can

emerge. We might have jEðGMÞj∈ f0; 1; 2; 3g, which
labels the 4 possible graph permutation classes based on
the number of edges. The cases with jEðGMÞj∈ f0; 2; 3g
are illustrated in Fig. 1(b). Note that assuming negative
Pauli product constraints, such as P1P2 ¼ −1, it would
correspond also to a projection, since it does correspond to
imposing the extra constraint hP1i þ hP2i ¼ 0. For m ≥ 3
however, more interesting constraints start to appear. For
example, we can have P1P2P3 ¼ �1, and it cannot be
written linearly in the expectation values. In the figure, the
fully commuting case is shown with and without this extra
constraint. Note that, for the fully anticommuting case, we
have the octahedron that also defines STAB1, since indeed
it is the reduced polytope for the single-qubit Pauli
triple: STAB1 ¼ STABðfX; Y; ZgÞ.
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A very clear message that those examples show is that
(independent) commuting sets of Paulis are trivial as
witnesses. Indeed, we can show that this is a generic result:
Proposition 4. Let M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg be a set of

n-qubit Pauli strings that are independent, meaning that
there is no S ⊆ ½m� such that

Q
j∈S Pj ¼ �1. If M is

commuting,

STABðMÞ ¼ ½−1; 1�m: (28)

Proof. The proof follows from recognizing there is a
single maximally independent subset, ImaxðGMÞ ¼ fMg.
By independence, every f∈ f�gjMj¼m is in BM, since all
of the sign assignments do satisfy the product condition.
Hence, by Theorem 3, the reduced polytope is the convex
hull of the Hamming cube:

STABðMÞ ¼ convfð�1;�1; � � � ;�1Þ|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
lengthm

g; (29)

which is exactly ½−1; 1�m. ▪
Then, a natural question to ask is whether the amount of

anticommutativity generates more constrained polytopes.
We can show that the reduced polytopes of fully anti-
commuting sets are the most basic building blocks of
reduced polytopes:

Lemma 5. Let M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg,M0 ¼ fP0
1;

P0
2; � � �P0

mg be two sets of n-qubit Pauli operators with
Pj ≠ −Pi for all i; j∈ ½m�. Then, if M is fully anti-
commuting,

STABðMÞ ⊆ STABðM0Þ: (30)

Moreover, M can only be realized with n ≥ bm=2c
qubits, where the inequality is tight.
The proof is presented in Appendix A 3. In particular,

the proof shows that if M is fully anticommuting, then
STABðMÞ ¼ convf�e1;…;�emg¼ fx∈Rm∶ kxk1 ≤ 1g.
Equivalently, the facets are

P
m
j¼1 sjhPji ≤ 1; sj ∈ f�1g.

Thus a fully anticommuting measurement set gives an
explicit analytic family of reduced-polytope witnesses.
However, that does not imply that fully anticommuting sets
are optimal for magic detection in any situation. Even if
the inclusion in Eq. (30) holds, we do not necessarily have
that RoMMðψÞ is greater than RoMM0 ðψÞ; the set M0 can
be better suited to witness the magic of a particular state ψ
than M.

C. Triangle criterion as a reduced stabilizer polytope

We now isolate a class of reduced polytopes corre-
sponding exactly with the triangle criterion, introduced
in Ref. [35]:

FIG. 1. Illustration of some of the reduced polytopes for m∈ f2; 3g. We draw the polytopes in ½−1; 1�m, with the axis labels as
vertices of the frustration graph drawn in overlap. In (a), we show the two reduced polytopes coming from the two possible frustration
graphs, where in red we show the corresponding reduced polytope if the extra condition P1P2 ¼ −1 is added in the commuting case. In
(b), we highlight four possibilities: The case of a graph of two edges, the fully commuting case, where the correlations span the full
½−1; 1�3, the case where the commuting tuple also satisfies the constraint P1P2P3 ¼ −1 and the fully anti-commuting case that reduces
to the definition of STAB1.
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Theorem 6. Let ρ be a quantum state. Suppose there
exist three pure stabilizer states fψ1;ψ2;ψ3g satisfying

trðψ iψjÞ ¼
1

2
for all i ≠ j; (31)

such that

trðρψ1Þ > trðρψ2Þ þ trðρψ3Þ: (32)

Then ρ is a magic state.
In Appendix E we show that such a triple of neighboring

stabilizer states corresponds to a common stabilizer group
S of rank n − 1, with three additional Pauli generators Pi
such that the stabilizer of ψ i is Si ≔ hS ∪ Pii. A natural
question is how much information is contained in the
reduced polytope built from the measured Pauli set
M ¼ S1 ∪ S2 ∪ S3. In addition to the facet (32), the
reduced polytope contains exactly all the facets corre-
sponding to changing the signs of the generators in each Si.
More precisely, after a Fourier transform over the

Abelian group S in the Pauli coefficient coordinates, the
new coordinates split into syndrome blocks, correspond-
ing to irreducible characters of S. For each character
χ∶ S → f�1g, i.e., every possible measurement outcome
of the common stabilizer subgroup S, we can define
the syndrome probability pχ and the logical Bloch coor-
dinates qχ;Pj

. In these coordinates, the reduced stabilizer
polytope is

STABðMÞ ¼
�
ðpχ; qχ;P1

; qχ;P2
; qχ;P3

Þχ ∈S�∶
X
χ

pχ ¼ 1;

jqχ;P1
j þ jqχ;P2

j þ jqχ;P3
j ≤ pχ ∀ χ

	
:

Thus each syndrome sector carries a copy of a logical
one-qubit stabilizer octahedron. It follows that the facets of
STABðMÞ are exactly

pχ þ s1qχ;P1
þ s2qχ;P2

þ s3qχ;P3
≥ 0; (33)

for χ ∈ S� and s1; s2; s3 ∈ f�1g. Equivalently, in the
original Pauli coordinates, these inequalities readX

Q∈S

χðQÞ½rQ þ s1rQP1
þ s2rQP2

þ s3rQP3
� ≥ 0: (34)

These are precisely the triangle inequalities for each
fixed common syndrome and arbitrary sign choice of Pi.
The character χ chooses the syndrome sector of the
common stabilizer context S, while the signs ðs1; s2; s3Þ
choose one of the eight facets of the fP1; P2; P3g logical
one-qubit stabilizer octahedron. The proof is given in
Appendix E.

D. Explicit algorithm

Now that some intuition is gained on how the combi-
natorial problem of the frustration graph fixes the poly-
tope, we present the general algorithm. The detailed
analysis for the runtime is left for Appendix C.
Theorem 7. Let M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg be a set of

n-qubit Pauli strings. There is a classical algorithm,
sketched in Algorithm 1, that takes M as an input and
outputs the V-representation of Theorem 3 with runtime

T ¼ pðn;mÞ2Oðminfm;ngþminfm;n2gÞ; (35)

where pðn;mÞ is bounded by some polynomial in n andm.
Note that the runtime of the algorithm to list all

jstabðMÞjm-dimensional vectors has a similar upper
bound as the length of the list itself. This is due to the
way Algorithm 1 works: We list all the possible indepen-
dent subsets and build the sign assignments, that give the
exponential scaling. The polynomial overhead mostly
comes from building the compatible sign assignments
and the vectors v⃗S;f.
There are some interesting regimes: for a constant

number of measurements, m ¼ Oð1Þ, the algorithm runs
in linear time T ¼ OðnÞ. If we allow logarithmic many
measurements m ¼ OðlognÞ, the time is still polynomial
T ¼ OðlogðnÞn1þlog 3=3Þ. However, if we consider a quad-
ratic (or larger) number of measurements m ¼ Ωðn2Þ,
then the bottleneck of the algorithm becomes the
possibly exponentially many maximal commuting subsets,
and the time scales with the size of jstabnj, giving
T ¼ Oðpðm; nÞ2Oðn2ÞÞ. Modulo a polynomial overhead,
this already reaches the mentioned minimum time com-
plexity for determining membership in the full stabilizer
polytope when tomographic information is available [13].
The same regimes are captured in the size of the reduced
constraint polytope. From Eq. (21), jstabðMÞj ≤
2 minfn;mgþminfcm;ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2g. Thus for m ¼ Oð1Þ the num-
ber of vertices is bounded independently of n, up to the
polynomial cost of manipulating the Pauli strings, while
for m ¼ OðlognÞ the V-representation has polynomial
size. For m ¼ OðnÞ, the reduced polytope may already

ALGORITHM 1. V-representation of STAB(M).

Input: M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg as the set of Pauli
measurements;

Output: stabðMÞ ¼ fv⃗1; v⃗2; � � � ; v⃗jstabðMÞjg as defined in
Theorem 3.

1 Initialize V ← fg;
2 Compute EðGMÞ;
3 Find ImaxðGMÞ;
4 for S∈ ImaxðGMÞ do
5 Compute all f∈BS and append v⃗S;f to V;
6 return V
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have exponentially many vertices, although still para-
metrically fewer than the full stabilizer polytope. In the
tomographically complete regime, M ¼ P̃n, the reduced
polytope coincides with STABn, and the size and complex-
ity reduce to those of the full stabilizer-polytope member-
ship problem studied in Ref. [13].
As a corollary, we get the complexity of estimating

Eq. (14): It is known that from the theory of linear
programs that finding a x⃗∈Rm that ϵ-approximates a
linear objective with M constraints can be found in
OðmðmþMÞ3=2 logð1=εÞÞ time [31]. Then, to estimate
the reduced RoM, we first obtain the V-representation of
the reduced polytope from the set of Pauli measure-
ments via the construction of Theorem 3, realized by
Algorithm 1, and then run the linear program with
M ¼ Oð2 minfm;ngþminfcm;ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2gÞ. Since the linear
programming runtime dominates due to the extra power
of 3=2, we have:
Corollary 8. Given a set of expectation values of

n-qubit Pauli strings M on a quantum state ψ ,
ðhP1iψ ; hP2iψ ; � � � ; hPmiψÞ, with m ≤ polyðnÞ, there is
an algorithm that ϵ-approximates RoMMðψÞ in
Oð2c0 minfm;n2g logð1=ϵÞÞ runtime, where c0 ¼ Oð1Þ.
Note that, up to a polynomial-time overhead, our

algorithm outputs a compressed representation of the
polytope in time proportional to its maximal possible size.
Since the 2cm-length representation is known to be tight,
this scaling indicates that the algorithm is near-optimal.

IV. STABILIZER MARGINAL PROBLEM AND
COMPLEXITY LOWER BOUND

We will show in this section that under the assumption
that P ≠ NP, if there is an algorithm that decides if a set of
Pauli correlations is inside the reduced polytope, it must
run in

T ¼ ωðpolyðn;mÞÞ (36)

time, meaning that there is no poly-time algorithm in the
number of Pauli measurements to decide if the corre-
sponding set of expectation values lies inside the reduced
polytope or not. Doing so, we will make contact with a
classical problem in quantum information theory, the
quantum marginal problem.
First, we describe the task formulated as what is called a

decision problem [36]:
Definition 1. We define the reduced stabilizer member-

ship problem as the decision problem (rSMP) defined by
(i) Inputs: A set of m ≤ polyðnÞn-qubit Pauli strings,

M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg and a vector V⃗ ∈ ½−1; 1�m;
(ii) Decision: Output YES if V⃗ ∈ STABðMÞ and NO

otherwise.
And, by Eq. (13), all the YES outputs to this problem

match with all YES outputs with the stabilizer membership

problem, which decides if an n-qubit quantum state ψ is
stabilizer or not. However, this variation only requires
inputs of size polyðnÞ.
Before proceeding, let us give a quick review of

what is called the quantum marginal problem. We assume
to have n qubits and some, possibly overlapping, subsets
fR1; R2; � � � ; RNg ⊆ ½n� of constant size, jRij ¼ k ¼ Oð1Þ,
and a list of density matrices fρ1; ρ2; � � � ; ρNg supported on
those subsets. The problem is to find if there is a global
density matrix ρ such that it correctly marginalizes to the
inputs within a 1=polyðnÞ precision. It was shown that
this problem is QMA-hard [37], meaning that, even with
quantum computers, it is expected that there is no efficient
algorithm to solve it, under standard complexity-theoretic
assumptions.
The quantum marginal problem is the natural generali-

zation of a classical problem in probability theory,
referred to as the classical marginal problem (CMP).
The difference is that the inputs are probability distribu-
tions fp⃗1; p⃗2; � � � ; p⃗Ng each over a constant number of
bits, and we ask if there is a global probability over n bits
that marginalizes to each of the inputs. It is known that this
is NP-complete [38,39].
Note the close similarity with our task, namely, deter-

mining whether there exists a global stabilizer state that
reproduces the statistics of a given set of Pauli obser-
vables M. This motivates us to formulate a variant of the
quantum marginal problem restricted to the stabilizer
setting [40]:
Definition 2. We define the stabilizer marginal problem

(SMP) on n qubits as the problem defined by
(i) Input: A set of stabilizer density matrices fϕ1;

ϕ2; � � � ;ϕNg, with N ≤ polyðnÞ, ϕi ∈ STABjRij,
specified by

ϕi ¼
X

S∈ stabjRi j

pSψ
S; p⃗∈ΔstabjRi j

; (37)

where Ri ⊆ ½n�; jRij ≤ k ¼ Oð1Þ for all i∈ ½N�;
(ii) Decision: Output YES if there exists a n-qubit

stabilizer state ϕ∈STABn such that:

trR̄i
ϕ ¼ ϕi; ∀ i∈ ½N�; (38)

and NO otherwise.
The standard tool to relate problems of this kind is a

polynomial-time reduction [41]. Concretely, if a decision
problem A reduces to a problem B, then any algorithm that
solves B can be used to solve A with only polynomial
overhead. We establish a sequence of such reductions
connecting the classical, stabilizer, and reduced member-
ship problems:
Theorem 9. Denoting ≤poly for the polynomial-time

reduction, the following are true:
(1) CMP ≤poly SMP;
(2) SMP ≤poly rSMP.
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Thus, CMP ≤poly rSMP, and therefore both SMP and
rSMP are NP-hard.
The proof is described in Appendix D. This shows that,

by lower bounding the hardness of the SMP, one gets a
hardness result for the reconstruction problem. This shows
our claim in Eq. (36): If P ≠ NP, there is no polynomial-
time algorithm to solve an NP-hard problem, and thus no
way to solve the membership of the reduced stabilizer
polytope in polyðn;mÞ time.

V. EXAMPLES

In this section, we provide examples that illustrate the
effectiveness of our method with some examples, illus-
trating its power.

A. On unstructured/random states

Before presenting examples that fall within our frame-
work, let us first address the problem of detecting magic in
random states. We have the following no-go result:
Lemma 10. Let M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg be a set of

n-qubit Pauli operators and let ν be a state 2-design. Then,

Prψ∼ν½ðhP1iψ ; hP2iψ ; � � � ; hPmiψÞ∈ STABðMÞ�

≥ 1 − Θ
�
m3

2n

�
: (39)

If ν ¼ Haar, then, the failure probability is
Θðm2−c02n=m2Þ, where c0 ¼ Oð1Þ is a constant.
The proof is presented in Appendix A 4. Recall that a

2-design is a distribution of pure states whose first two
moments match the uniform Haar distribution. In an
approximate setting, they appear quite naturally in random
quantum circuits [42,43] and in thermalization [44].
We point out that this is an information-theoretic result

in the following sense. If one has access only to expect-
ation values, meaning linear observables on the state ψ ,
then the magic of typical states can only be witnessed
when tomographic information is available. Otherwise, if
m ≤ polyðnÞ, the bound in Eq. (39) guarantees that the
resulting correlations are almost surely stabilizer. We note
that average-case upper bounds on linear magic detection
for random induced states, such as those of Ref. [35], also
upper bound the generic detection power of reduced
polytopes, since any reduced-polytope test is a linear
witness in spanðMÞ, complementing the average-case
no-go of Lemma 10.
This observation also rules out detecting magic from

local marginals of random states, as the following imme-
diate corollary shows:
Corollary 11. Let jΨi be Haar-random on nþ nE qubits

and ρ¼ trEjΨihΨj the induced state on n qubits. For A⊆ ½n�
with jAj ¼ oðnÞ, let M be the m ¼ 4jAj − 1 ¼ 2oðnÞ − 1

nontrivial Paulis supported on A. Then

Pr½ΠMðρÞ ∉ STABðMÞ� ≤ Θðm 2−c02nþnE=m2Þ: (40)

This follows because each P∈M is supported on
A ⊆ ½n�, so hPiρ ¼ hPiΨ. Hence Lemma 10 applies
directly to the reduced correlations.

B. On structured examples: Gibbs and ground states

In this section, we illustrate the power of our algorithm
by numerically computing the reduced RoM of ground
states of Hamiltonians whose nonstabilizerness is recently
discussed [15,45,46].
The general approach will be as follows: An n qubit

Hamiltonian can be written as

H ¼
X

P∈M0
wPP; (41)

whereM0 is a set of Pauli operators and fwPgP∈M0 is a set
of coefficients. Denote ψgs as a (or the, in the unique case)
corresponding ground state. In experiments and numerical
simulations, one of the most natural observables is the
ground state energy:

E0 ¼ hHiψgs
¼

X
P∈MðHÞ

wPhPiψgs
: (42)

Indeed, we will assume that our measurement set is a
subset M ⊆ MðHÞ, on the same footing as energy
estimation, and is a weaker assumption when the inclusion
is strict. For concreteness, we will focus with translation-
ally-invariant, one-dimensional k ≤ 2-local Hamiltonians
[48], that have the form:

H ¼
X

α;β∈ f0;1;2;3g

X
i

JαβXα
i X

β
iþ1; (43)

where we referred to the components of
(X0

i ; X
1
i ; X

2
i ; X

3
i Þ ¼ ð1; Xi; Yi; ZiÞ in the sum. In particular,

we will focus in the following family of examples:

HANNNI ¼ −X
i

ðZiZiþ1 − kZiZiþ2 þ gXiÞ; (44)

HXXZ ¼ 1

4

X
n

ðXnXnþ1 þ YnYnþ1 þΔZnZnþ1Þ− h
2

X
n

Xn;

(45)

where all the couplings are assumed to be positive. The
first Hamiltonian is referred to as the axial next-nearest
neighbor Ising (ANNNI) model [49] and the second is
referred to as XXZ chain (with a transverse field) [50].
As discussed in the references above, both Hamiltonian
families exhibit quantum phase transitions [51]: The
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ground state exhibits abrupt changes as the parameters are
varied. A natural signature is to look at the energy gap:

ΔðHÞ ¼ lim
n→∞

ðE1 − E0Þ; (46)

where E1 is the first excited state. A ground state is said to
be gapped if ΔðHÞ > 0, and gapless if ΔðHÞ ¼ 0. A phase
diagram is constructed by identifying states that have
their states smoothly varying with the parameters that
define the Hamiltonian, although this definition can only
be made mathematically sharp in the gapped case [48].
Numerically, this can be probed by looking at the behavior
of observables as one takes the system size to be large.
Let us consider the case of the ANNNI. For k ¼ 0, the

corresponding Hamiltonian is known as the transverse-
field Ising model (TFIM). Its nonstabilizerness was ana-
lyzed in Ref. [45] by computing the stabilizer Rényi
entropy (SRE) [28]. In general, it is necessary to have
full tomographic information compute the SRE. It turns
out that this model hosts a phase transition at g ¼ 1
between two gapped phases, that have stabilizer points:
Notice that ψgsðg → ∞Þ ¼ ðjþihþjÞ⊗n is the unique
ground state at large fields, stabilized by the group
hX1; X2; � � � ; Xni and ψgsðg ¼ 0Þ is any state formed
through the coherent superposition of j0i⊗n and j1i⊗n,
with stabilizer group hZ1Z2; Z2Z3; � � �i. The transition is a
gapless point that tunes into the phases that are adiabati-
cally connected between the two points. The SRE follows
this behavior: In the stabilizer points, it vanishes, and
acquires a maximum value in the transition between the
phases that are connected with the stabilizer points.
Using our approach, we observe that this behavior can

be found already with exponentially fewer measurements.
Consider:

M ¼ fZ1Z2; X1g; (47)

which corresponds to energy measurements on the first
pair of qubits. The corresponding reduced polytope is the
one corresponding to the second graph in Fig. 1(a). We can
compute directly both expectation values as a function of g
in the ground state, as shown in Fig. 2(a). As n increases,
we can see that the maximal distance of the correlations
remains around the critical value g ¼ 1, indicating the
phase transition.
In order to test our algorithm in the mixed state regime,

we will also test our method in Gibbs states of the TFIM
model, where our target state is ρ ∝ expð−HTFIM=TÞ, now
parametrized by ðT; gÞ. As is shown in Fig. 2(b), as
temperature increases, the corresponding correlations
become more stabilizer-like. In fact, since at T → ∞,
ρ → 1

2n
∈ STABn, it is expected that there always will be

some critical temperature Tc depending on n and g such
that for T ≥ Tcðn; gÞ, we have a stabilizer Gibbs state, a
“sudden death of magic.” As shown in Ref. [52], this is
indeed what happens for geometrically local Hamiltonians,
with Tc ¼ Oð1Þ. Our method captures this sudden death
for the subsystems defined by the measurements. We
confirm this expectation by computing the reduced
RoM for the Paulis in the Hamiltonian,MðHTFIMÞ, shown
in Fig. 2(c): As temperature increases, the peak at the
critical value of the (ground state) phase transition is
softened, and, given any temperature T, a discontinuity in
the robustness is developed for some gc, increasing as T
increases.
Our results are also model-independent: We extend the

TFIM example to the full ground state phase diagram of
the models in Eqs. (44) and (45). In the optimal case where
we measure all the ΘðnÞ Paulis in the Hamiltonian,

FIG. 2. Reduced nonstabilizerness of the transverse-field Ising model. The shaded region in panels (a) and (b) corresponds to the
reduced stabilizer polytope associated with the measurement set M ¼ fZ1Z2; X1g. (a) Ground-state correlations ðhZ1Z2i; hX1iÞ as a
function of the transverse field g for different system sizes. The maximal deviation from the stabilizer polytope occurs near the critical
point g ¼ 1. (b) Correlations for Gibbs states ρ ∝ e−HTFIM=T at different temperatures, showing the suppression of nonstabilizerness with
increasing T. (c) Reduced robustness of magic computed from the Hamiltonian observables MðHTFIMÞ. The peak near the quantum
critical point is progressively softened as temperature increases, eventually leading to a stabilizer regime (“sudden death of
magic” [47]).
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meaning that we compute:

MðHANNNIÞ ↦ RoMMðHANNNIÞ½ψgsðk; gÞ�; (48)

MðHXXZÞ ↦ RoMMðHXXZÞ½ψgsðh;ΔÞ�: (49)

The results are shown in Fig. 3. As one can see, the
behavior of the energy gap has a similar behavior as the
nonstabilizerness as captured by the reduced RoM, where
gapless regions are expected to have high nonstabilizer-
ness and gapped phases that host stabilizer points, as is
the case for the TFIM, have low nonstabilizerness near
stabilizer regions. Although most of the phase diagrams
show nonstabilizerness, there are particular regions where
it vanishes. For the ANNNI, note that the gapped region at
g ¼ 0 has vanishing RoM. This is due to the fact that the
ground state is in the code stabilized by the group
generated by the Z ⊗ Z Pauli pairs on first and second
neighbors. Similarly, for the XXZ model, we have stabi-
lizer ground states in the ferromagnetic region with h ¼ 0
and Δ∈ ½−2;−1�.
We stress that although the results were derived by

exact diagonalization of the Hamiltonians for few qubits,
we could use data coming from quantum simulators/
computers and more efficient classical simulation algo-
rithms to run the same algorithm for a larger number of
qubits, which is a bottleneck for other measures, as pre-
viously mentioned. For example, in Ref. [15], the RoM
was studied for ≤ 8-size subsystems of quantum Gibbs
states, and although our reduced form does not correspond

to the full information of the RoM, the numerical experi-
ments above indicate that they capture much of the same
information with lower computational algorithmic cost.

VI. CONCLUSION AND FINAL REMARKS

In this work, we have shown how nonstabilizerness can
be witnessed and quantified even when the number of
accessible measurements is limited. By restricting stabi-
lizer resource theory to a subset of observables, we
constructed an algorithm that takes as input the expectation
values of Pauli operators and decides whether they are
compatible with stabilizer statistics. We demonstrated the
practical performance of this approach through explicit
many-body examples and established its near-optimality
from a complexity-theoretic perspective: the superpoly-
nomial dependence on the number of measurements is not
an artifact of the method, but is in fact unavoidable unless
widely believed complexity-theoretic assumptions fail.
Importantly, the reduced polytope naturally defines a non-

stabilizerness monotone, the reduced robustness of magic
RoMM, which lower bounds the magic content of the full
state. Operationally, this immediately translates into a lower
bound on the classical simulation cost: measuring only m ≤
polyðnÞ Pauli observables already suffices to infer a quasi-
probability sample-complexity bound. Hence, even limited
measurement data can certify nontrivial classical hardness.
Several directions for future research naturally emerge.

One concerns connections to quantum learning theory, in
particular quantum PAC learning, where the goal is to
predict expectation values drawn from a distribution using
only a linear number of measurements [53]. It was shown in
Ref. [54] that stabilizer states are efficiently PAC-learnable,
in contrast to generic quantum states. An interesting open
question is how this learnability behavior extends to fami-
lies of states with bounded nonstabilizerness, and whether
the tools developed here can help characterize the sample
complexity as a function of the magic content. Another
promising direction is to relate our framework to recent
advances on quantum correlation sets of Pauli observables
[24,55], which are likewise governed by algebraic proper-
ties of the underlying frustration graph. Understanding these
connections may yield a more unified geometric and
combinatorial picture of restricted quantum correlations.
Finally, it is natural to explore potential implications

for fault-tolerant quantum computation, particularly in the
context of magic-state injection [6]. Since the RoM
provides quantitative bounds on resources in unitary
synthesis [29], it would be interesting to investigate
whether our reduced-polytope approach can lead to new
resource-estimation or certification protocols tailored to
experimentally accessible observables.
Overall, our results offer a new perspective on the

geometry of nonstabilizerness and provide a practical route
toward its characterization in large-scale quantum systems.
More broadly, they suggest that the complexity inherent in

FIG. 3. Comparison between the energy gap and the reduced
RoM measure for the ANNNI and XXZ models. For the ANNNI
model, 10 qubits were used, while 9 qubits were used for XXZ
model. Column (a) presents the results for the ANNNI model as
function of the frustration k and the transverse field g. Column
(b) details the XXZ model in terms of the magnetic field h and
the anisotropy Δ.
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quantum resource theories need not be confronted in its
full exponential form, but can instead be meaningfully
controlled by projecting the problem onto experimentally
and computationally accessible subspaces.
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APPENDIX A: SHORT PROOFS AND AIDING
PROPOSITIONS

A result that we use a lot is the following proposition:
Proposition 12. Let S ⊆ Pn be a stabilizer group of

generic rank, and let ψS ¼ 2−n
P

s∈S s be the stabilizer
projector. Then, for any P∈Pn:

hPiψS ¼ trðPψSÞ ¼ ðP;SÞ≡ 1½P∈S� − 1½−P∈S�;
(A1)

where 1½·� is the indicator function. Note that
ðP;SÞ∈ f−1; 0; 1g.
Proof. It follows by the definition of ψS and the Hilbert-

Schmidt orthogonality of Pauli matrices, which imposes
trðPQÞ ¼ δPQ2

n for all P;Q∈Pn:

trðPψSÞ ¼ 1

2n

X
s∈S

trðPsÞ ¼
X
s∈S

ðδP;s − δ−P;sÞ; (A2)

from which the result follows by recognizing
1½�P∈S� ¼Ps∈SðδP;s − δ−P;sÞ. ▪

This result implies the concentration of Pauli strings of
stabilizer pseudomixtures/mixtures: Let ψ ¼PS xSψ

S,
and let P be a Pauli string. Then, by the proposition above:

hPiψ ¼
X

S∈ stabn

xSðP;SÞ ¼
X

S∈ stabn
P∈�S

xSðP;SÞ; (A3)

where now the sum is restricted to stabilizer groups that
include either P or −P.
Yet another result is the 1-norm bound on changing

V-representations of a polytope:
Proposition 13. Let P1; P2 ⊆ ½−1; 1�N be two polytopes

with the following convex hulls:

P1¼convðu1;u2;���;uk1Þ; P2¼convðv1;v2;���;vk2Þ;
(A4)

such that P1 ⊆ P2. Then, given v∈RN, we have

min
�
kαk1 ∶ v ¼

Xk1
i¼1

αiui

	
≥min

�
kβk1 ∶ v ¼

Xk2
j¼1

βjvj

	
:

(A5)

Proof. Given that the u’s are in the convex hull of
the v’s:

ui ¼
Xk2
j¼1

qijvj; qi ∈Δk2 ; ∀ i∈ ½k1�: (A6)

Suppose that we have v ¼Pi αiui as a feasible decom-
position in the optimization in the lhs of Eq. (A5). Then,
defining βαj ≡

P
i q

i
jαi, note that v ¼Pj β

α
j vj is a feasible

decomposition in the rhs. We have:

kβαk1 ¼
Xk2
j¼1

jβαj j ≤
Xk1
i¼1

Xk2
j¼1

qijjαij ¼ kαk1; (A7)

where we have used
P

j q
i
j ¼ 1. Since the inequality holds

for every α, Eq. (A5) is satisfied upon optimization. ▪
Another geometric fact about the reduced stabilizer

polytope is the following:
Proposition 14. Let M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg be a set of

n-qubit Pauli operators, such that Pj ≠ −Pi for every pair
i; j∈ ½m�. Then, the corresponding reduced polytope
includes the 1-norm closed ball of radius 1:

B1ð1Þ≡ fx⃗∈Rm ∶ kx⃗k1 ≤ 1g ⊆ STABðMÞ: (A8)

Proof. For a given i∈ ½m�, there is the following pair of
n-qubit stabilizer states:

ρ�i ¼ 1� Pi

2n
∈STABn: (A9)
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Since trðPjρ
�
i Þ ¼ �δij for all j∈ ½m�, the corresponding vector of correlations becomes:

ðhP1iρ�i ; hP2iρ�i ; � � � ; hPiiρ�i ; � � � ; hPmiρ�i Þ ¼ ð0; 0; � � � ;�1; � � � ; 0Þ≡ êi� ∈ STABðMÞ: (A10)

1-norm (closed) balls admit a presentation as the
following convex hull (which is also referred to as the
m-dimensional crosspolytope [25]):

B1ð1Þ ¼ convfêσi gi∈ ½m�;σ∈�; (A11)

and since convfêσi gi∈ ½m�;σ∈� ⊆ STABðMÞ by convexity,
the claim is shown. ▪

1. Proof of Lemma 1

Let us denote M ¼ fPigmi¼1 and M ⊗ 1 ¼
fPi ⊗ 1gmi¼1. Let ΠMψ⃗ ∈STABnðMÞ. Then:

ΠMψ⃗ ¼
X

S∈ stabn

pSΠMψ⃗S; (A12)

where ΠMψ⃗S ¼ ðhP1iψS ; hP2iψS ; � � � ; hPmiψSÞ. By tensor-
ing with the identity, we construct the stabilizer group
S ⊗ 1 by tensoring all Paulis in S with 1n0−n, which is not
full rank. Two facts hold:

ψS⊗1 ¼ 1

2n

X
s⊗1n0−n ∈S⊗1

s ⊗ 1n0−n ∈ STABn0 ; (A13)

hPiiψS ¼ hPi ⊗ 1n0−niψS⊗1 ; ∀ i∈ f1; 2;…; mg:
(A14)

Equation (A14) follows from Eq. (A13), and the first
equation follows from the fact that ψS⊗1 is the (propor-
tionally normalized) projector into the subspace of states in
C2⊗n0 , which can be written as uniform distribution over
its pure stabilizer basis [56]. By Eq. (A14), it follows

that ΠMψ⃗S ¼ ΠMψ⃗S⊗1, thus showing that ΠMψ⃗ ∈
STABn0 ðM ⊗ 1Þ, and therefore, STABnðMÞ ⊆
STABn0 ðM ⊗ 1Þ.
Now, consider the other way around. Let ΠMψ⃗ 0 ∈

STABn0 ðM ⊗ 1Þ. Then, it admits a decomposition:

ΠMψ⃗ 0 ¼
X

S0 ∈ stabn0

pS0ΠMψ⃗S0
: (A15)

Now, consider a tensor splitting C2⊗n0 ≅ C2⊗n ⊗
C2⊗ðn0−nÞ. For any S0 ∈ stabn0, we can construct the
following stabilizer group:

S0jn ¼ fs0 ∈S0js0 ¼ s ⊗ 1n0−ng∈ stabn; (A16)

meaning that it acts nontrivially just on the first tensor
factor. Note that imposing this support condition on s0 ∈S0
is the same as imposing trn0−nðs0Þ ≠ 0, due to Paulis being
traceless. Finally, we note that:

hPi ⊗ 1n0−niψS0 ¼ 1

2n

X
s0 ∈S0

trðPi ⊗ 1n0−ns0Þ

¼ 1

2n

X
s∈S0jn

trðPisÞ ¼ hPiiψS0 jn ; (A17)

since, for stabilizers in S0nS0jn will have vanishing con-
tribution. Therefore, this shows that ΠMψ⃗S0 ¼ ΠMψ⃗S0jn ,
showing the inclusionΠMψ 0 ∈ STABnðMÞ, and therefore,
STABn0 ðM ⊗ 1Þ ⊆ STABnðMÞ. ▪

2. Proof of Lemma 2

Let us go one-by-one:
(1) The inequality follows as, given any x∈RjstabðMÞj,

kxk1 ¼
XjstabðMÞj

j¼1

jxjj ≥
���� XjstabðMÞj

j¼1

xj

���� ¼ 1; (A18)

by the constraint. If there is a stabilizer state
ϕ∈STABn agreeing with ψ on all Paulis of M,
it follows that RoMMðψÞ ¼ RoMMðϕÞ ¼ kxk1 ¼P

j xj ¼ 1, since ϕ is a stabilizer mixture. On the
other hand, note that the reverse triangle inequality
above is tight iff all xj ≥ 0. However, if that is the
case, note that we have:

ΠMψ⃗ ¼ ΠM

 XjstabðMÞj

j¼1

X
S∈ stabn

xjp
j
Sψ⃗

S

!
≡ ΠMϕ⃗;

(A19)

where we defined ϕ ¼Pj;S xjp
j
Sψ

S ∈STABn,
since x∈ΔjstabðMÞj and pj ∈Δjstabnj for all
j∈ ½jstabðMÞj�.

(2) If E is a TP stabilizer operation:

EðψSÞ ¼
X

S0 ∈ stabn

pS
S0ψS0

; pS ∈Δjstabnj: (A20)

Hence, given a stabilizer pseudomixture of

ψ ¼PS∈ stabn xSψ
S, we have that ΠM

⃗EðψÞ ¼P
S;S0 pS

S0xSΠMψ⃗S0, thus, using that the
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M-correlations of pure stabilizer states are in
convðstabðMÞÞ, we have, by the bound of Propo-
sition 13:

RoMMðEðψÞÞ ≤ min
x
kxk1 ¼ RoMMðψÞ: (A21)

(3) Submultiplicativity follows if one writes the stabi-
lizer pseudomixture of the parts:

ψ ¼
X

S∈ stabn

xSψS; ρ ¼
X

S∈ stabn0

yS0ψS0
; (A22)

and noting that ψ ⊗ ρ ¼PS;S0 xSyS0ψS ⊗ ψS0

defines itself a pseudomixture of the product.
Consider the decomposition ΠM⊗N ⃗ψ⊗ ρ¼P

S;S0 xSyS0ΠM⊗N
⃗ψS ⊗ψS0 ¼PS;S0 xSyS0ΠMψ⃗S ⊗

ΠN ψ⃗S0, where the last tensor product is of the Pauli
coefficient vectors themselves. It is clear that these
vectors are, not necessarily extremal, points in the
reduced polytope; then, applying Proposition 13 we
arrive at:

RoMM⊗N ðψ ⊗ ρÞ ≤ min
x;y

X
S;S0

jxSjjyS0 j

¼ min
x;y

kxk1kyk1
≤ RoMMðψÞRoMN ðσÞ;

(A23)

since we can always choose x; y attaining the mini-
mum in the individual LP optimization for each
factor. The proof for convexity follows by the same
strategy: consider ΠMψ⃗j ¼

P
S xS;jΠMψ⃗S, which

will give an upper bound:

RoMM

�X
j

pjψj

�
≤
����Xj

pjxj

����
1

≤
X
j

jpjjkxjk1; (A24)

yielding RoMMðPj pjψjÞ ≤
P

j jpjjRoMMðψjÞ
upon optimization.

(4) Note that projecting to a smaller set of coordinates
preserves any vector equation; namely, if M0 ⊆ M
then

�
x

����ΠMψ ¼
X

S∈ stabn

xSΠMψS

	

⊆
�
x

����ΠM0ψ ¼
X

S∈ stabn

xSΠM0ψS

	
: (A25)

Since fΠMψS jS∈ stabngmust contain all extremal
vertices of the projected polytope, in addition to
some possible redundant non-extremal points, opti-
mizing over both sets above results in the respective
reduced robustness of magic. However, minimizing
over a larger set results in a lower value:

RoMMðψÞ ≥ RoMM0 ðψÞ: (A26)

▪

3. Proof of Lemma 5

First, we show that all such fully anticommuting sets
indeed yield the smallest reduced polytopes, and then we
construct representations.
(1) If M is fully anticommuting, the frustration graph

GM is the complete graphKm. It only has singletons
on its maximal independent set:

ImaxðGMÞ ¼ ffPiggmi¼1; (A27)

since every pair anti-commutes. Then, all bit-string
assignments are allowed, BfPig ¼ f�g, and each
vector in the V-representation in Theorem 3 is
exactly one of the 2m vectors fêσjgj;σ in the proof
of Proposition 14. Then,

STABðMÞ ¼ convfêσjgj;σ ¼ B1ð1Þ: (A28)

By Proposition 14, it follows that STABðMÞ ⊆
STABðM0Þ for any length m Pauli set M0.

(2) It is known [57] that a set of m anti-commuting
invertible D ×D matrices should satisfy m ≤
2 logðDÞ þ 1. Since Paulis are invertible, substitut-
ing D ¼ 2n gives us the claimed bound. Hence,
given m measurements, at least bm=2c qubits are
needed to realize them. To construct an example
with m ¼ 2nþ 1 it suffices to provide a represen-
tation of the generators of complex Clifford algebra,
that saturates the bound. For k∈ ½n�, define, follow-
ing the Jordan-Wigner transformation:

γ2k−1 ≡
Y

1≤j≤k−1
ZjXk; γ2k ≡

Y
1≤j≤k−1

ZjYk:

(A29)

Note that fγi; γjg ¼ 2δij, for i; j∈ ½2n�, and are
Pauli operators. Letting Γ≡Qj Zj, note also that
fΓ; γig ¼ 0 for all i∈ ½2n�. Therefore, the set:

Manti ¼ fγ1; γ2; � � � ; γ2n;Γg (A30)

satisfies all the constraints and therefore constitutes
the desired example.

▪
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4. Proof of Lemma 10

We use two standard facts [58]:
(1) Since ν is a 2-design, Eψ∼ν½hPiiψ � ¼ Eψ∼Haar½hPiiψ � ¼ 0,
(2) furthermore, it concentrates, by a standard application of Markov’s inequality: Prψ∼νðjhPiiψ j ≥ εÞ ≤ Θðε−22−nÞ.
Consider v⃗≡ ðhP1iψ ; hP2iψ ; � � � ; hPmiψÞ. We now want to control its fluctuations by kv⃗k∞ ¼ maxðhP1iψ ; hP2iψ ; � � � ;

hPmiψÞ By a union bound:

Prðkv⃗k∞ ≥ εÞ ≤ Pr


⋃
m

j¼1

jhPiiψ j ≥ ε
�
≤
Xm
i¼1

PrðjhPiiψ j ≥ εÞ ≤ Θ
�

m
2nε2

�
⇒ Prðkv⃗k∞ ≤ εÞ ≥ 1 − Θ

�
m

2nε2

�
: (A31)

Then, when this happens, note that:

kv⃗k1 ¼
Xm
i¼1

jhPiiψ j ≤ mkv⃗k∞ ¼ mε: (A32)

By Proposition 14, we know that if kv⃗k1 ≤ 1 ⇒ v⃗∈ STABðMÞ. Hence, choosing ε ¼ 1=m yields our desired bound by
chaining the events:

Prðv⃗∈STABðMÞÞ ≥ Prðkv⃗k1 ≤ 1Þ ≥ Pr
�
kv⃗k∞ ≤

1

m

�
¼ 1 − Θ

�
m3

2n

�
: (A33)

If instead ν ¼ Haar, we can apply Levy’s lemma [58] to
find that:

Prψ∼HaarðjhPiiψ j ≥ εÞ ≤ 2 exp ð−c2nε2Þ; (A34)

where c ¼ Oð1Þ is a positive constant. Using the same line
of reasoning as above, the new failure probability is
obtained by substituting ε ¼ 1=m and multiplying by m
due to the 1-norm bound in Eq. (A32), upgrading the
previous result by a double-exponential suppression:

Θ
�
m3

2n

�
↦ Θðm2−c02n=m2Þ; (A35)

where c0 ¼ Oð1Þ is again a positive constant. ▪

APPENDIX B: PROOF OF THEOREM 3

First, we will show the relation to the maximally
commuting subsets defined on Eq. (23), and then do the
graph-theoretic interpretation. By Eq. (A3), we know
that for any given stabilizer state ϕ ¼PS∈ stabn pSψ

S ∈
STABn, its projection has the form:

ΠMϕ⃗ ¼
X

S∈ stabn
S∩�M≠∅

pSΠMψ⃗S; (B1)

since ΠMψ⃗S∶ S∩�M¼∅ ¼ 0⃗. Now, let us define S1 ∼ S2 in
stabn iff S1 ∩ �M ¼ S2 ∩ �M; it is easy to see that this
is an equivalence relation. Then, due to Proposition 12, it
follows that:

hPiiψS1 ¼ hPiiψS2 ; ∀ i∈ ½m� ⇒ ΠMψ⃗S1 ¼ ΠMψ⃗S2 :

(B2)

Thus, the distinct elements on the convex decomposition
of Eq. (B1) are for stabilizer groups that have distinct
intersections with the measurement set. We can rewrite
Eq. (B1) as

ΠMϕ⃗ ¼
X

½S�∈ stabnjM
p½S�v⃗½S�; p⃗∈ΔjstabnjMj; (B3)

where stabnjM ≡ ðstabn=∼Þn½∅� is the set of all equiv-
alence classes except the stabilizers with vanishing inter-
section withM, p½S� ¼

P
S0 ∈ ½S� pS0 and the corresponding

vector is

ðv⃗½S�Þi ¼
8<
:

1 if Pi ∈S;
−1 if − Pi ∈S;
0 otherwise:

(B4)

Claim: The correspondence ½S�∈ stabnjM ↦ S ∩
�M∈CmaxðMÞ is a bijection.
First, by consequence of the equivalence relation, it is

well-defined; since S is a stabilizer group, we have −1 ∉
S ∩ �M and since S is full rank, S ∩ �M is maximal,
i.e., S ∩ �M∈CmaxðMÞ.
Given any Q∈CmaxðMÞ, since it is a commuting set of

Paulis, we can always find a maximal rank stabilizer group
S ⊇ Q. For any choice of S, we have S ∩ �M ¼ Q; if this
were not the case, say, S ∩ �M ⊋ Q, we could take some
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P∈S ∩ �MnQ and add it to Q, rendering Q not
maximal. Thus, the inverse map is well-defined.
By abuse of notation, we can identify v⃗Q ¼ v⃗S via the

aforementioned bijection. Therefore by Eq. (B3):

STABðMÞ ¼ convfv⃗QgQ∈CmaxðMÞ: (B5)

We can further strengthen this claim: Each v⃗Q is actually
an extremal point of STABðMÞ, and thus stabnjM also
correspond to extremal vertices.
Suppose that v⃗Q ¼PR pRv⃗R, pR > 0,

P
R pR ¼ 1, is a

convex decomposition with R∈CmaxðMÞ. We claim that
Q ⊆ R for every R appearing in the sum. Assume, by
contradiction, that there exists some R0 such that Q⊈R0.
Then there is an element σPi ∈QnR0, with σ∈ f�1g.
By the definition of v⃗Q, this means that ðv⃗QÞi ¼ σ. On
the other hand, σ ¼ ðv⃗QÞi ¼

P
R pRðv⃗RÞi. Since each

ðv⃗RÞi ∈ f−1; 0; 1g and the pR’s form a probability distri-
bution, this equality can hold only if ðv⃗RÞi ¼ σ for every R
with pR > 0. In particular, this must hold for R0, which
implies σPi ∈R0. This contradicts the choice σPi ∈QnR0.
Therefore Q ⊆ R for all R in the convex decomposition.
Since both Q and R are maximal elements of CmaxðMÞ, it

follows that R ¼ Q for all terms with positive weight.
Hence the convex decomposition is trivial, and v⃗Q is an
extremal point.
We now construct a graph theoretic presentation of

CmaxðMÞ based on GM. First, we claim that:

IðGMÞ ¼ fS ⊆ Mj½Pi; Pj� ¼ 0; ∀ Pi; Pj ∈ Sg; (B6)

where we denoted IðGMÞ as the set of independent subsets
of GM. Graph theoretically, S∈ IðGMÞ iff its elements do
not share an edge in EðGMÞ. For the frustration graphGM,
this happens iff all the Paulis commute, since a pair of
Paulis either commute or anti-commute, showing the
algebraic presentation above. We say that S∈ IðGMÞ is
also maximal (S∈ ImaxðGMÞ) if:

∀ S0 ∈ IðGMÞ; S ⊆ S0 ⇒ S0 ¼ S: (B7)

Claim: There is a correspondence Q∈CmaxðMÞ ⟷
ðS∈ Imax; f∈BSÞ, for S∈ maxðGMÞ and f∈BS [59].
In fact, consider Q∈CmaxðMÞ. Since every P∈Q

satisfies either P∈M or −P∈M, we can define
fQ ∈ f�gQ with elements:

ðfQÞP ¼
�

1 if P∈M;
−1 if P∈ −M:

⇒ ðv⃗QÞi ¼
� ðfQÞPi

if � Pi ∈Q;
0 otherwise:

(B8)

Thus, there is a subset SQ ⊆ M such that we can write:

Q ¼ fðfQÞPPgP∈ SQ: (B9)

We note that:
(i) fQ ∈BSQ , since −1 ∉ hQi imposes that, for every

S0 ⊆ SQ: Y
P∈ S0

ðfQÞPP ≠ −1: (B10)

(ii) SQ ∈ ImaxðGMÞ: We know that SQ ∈ IðGMÞ, since
Q is commuting. Furthermore, if there were
S0 ∈ IðGMÞ with S ⊊ S0, we could add Pi ∈S0nS
to Q, contradicting its maximality.

So, there is a map Q ↦ ðS; fÞ, for S∈ ImaxðGMÞ and
f∈BS. We also denote v⃗SQ;fQ ¼ v⃗Q.
We show that we can also reconstruct an element of

CðMÞ from a pair ðS∈ Imax; f∈BSÞ. There are two
possibilities:

(i) BS ≠ ∅: Then, note that, given f∈BS, we can
construct:

QðS;fÞ ≡ ffPPgP∈ S ⊆ �M: (B11)

Since f satisfies the Pauli product condition, we
know that −1 ∉ hQðS;fÞi. Furthermore, since S is
maximal, we know that:

∄P0 ∈MnS ∶ ½P0; S� ¼ 0; (B12)

since otherwise S ⊊ S ∪ fP0g∈ IðGMÞ, contra-
dicting the maximality of S. Note that this condi-
tion is robust to signs, since if two Paulis P;P0
do commute, so does ½s1P; s2P0� ¼ 0 for all
s1; s2 ∈ f�g. We then conclude that:

∄P0 ∈ �MnQðS;fÞ ∶ ½P0; QðS;fÞ� ¼ 0: (B13)

Then, s∈ hQðS;fÞi ∩ �MnQðS;fÞ ⊆ �MnQðS;fÞ
cannot be commuting with QðS;fÞ, and thus
QðS;fÞ ∈CmaxðMÞ. We define on this case:

v⃗S;f ≡ v⃗QðS;fÞ : (B14)

(ii) BS ¼ ∅: Then there is no consistent stabilizer group
among the signed Pauli elements of S∈ ImaxðGMÞ.
We call those cases trivial.

Hence, the set of nontrivial ðS∈ ImaxðGMÞ; f∈BSÞ is in
bijection with CðMÞ. Equations (B8) and (B14) define
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v⃗ðS;fÞ with:

ðv⃗ðS;fÞÞi ¼
�
fPi

if fPi
Pi ∈ S

0 otherwise:
; (B15)

and by Eq. (B5) we have the main claim:

STABðMÞ ¼ convfv⃗QgQ∈CðMÞ

¼ convfv⃗S;fgS∈ ImaxðGMÞ;f∈BS
; (B16)

where both lists are of extremal vertices.

We now move to the size bound. The simplest upper
bound one can take for the number of consistent ðS; fÞ
pairs is by the following argument; any commuting set of
n-qubit Paulis can be extended to a full stabilizer group,
which is generated by some set of n Paulis, fP1;…; Png.
Then we are free to choose only fSðPiÞ∈ f�1g, as the
other Paulis are all products of some combination of the
generators. This accounts for at most 2n possible sign
assignments of the extended stabilizer group. On the other
hand, the number all sign assignments is jf�1gSj ¼ 2jSj.
Then we can write:

jstabðMÞj ¼
X

S∈ ImaxðGMÞ
jBSj ≤

X
S∈ ImaxðGMÞ

2 minfn;jSjg ≤ 2 minfn;smaxgjImaxðGMÞj; (B17)

where

smax ¼ max
S∈ ImaxðGMÞ

jSj: (B18)

For the term jImaxðGMÞj we also have two separate
upper bounds: first, for any graph of m vertices, we
know [60]:

jImaxðGMÞj ≤ 3m=3: (B19)

On the other hand, as implied by the arguments in
Appendix C, every maximal commuting subset S accounts
for at least 2 points in stabðMÞ. Then, it is bounded by the
number of stabilizer groups, 2ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2 [5], accounting
for the combined bound

jImaxðGMÞj ≤ 2 minfcm;ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2g: (B20)

and thus arriving at jstabðMÞj ≤
2 minfn;mgþminfcm;ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2g with c ¼ log 3=3. For
m ¼ Ωðn2Þ, this just reduces to the loose bound
jstabðMÞj ≤ jstabnj; however, for m ¼ OðnÞ we have
jstabðMÞj ¼ 2OðmÞ, dropping the explicit dependence
on n.
Tightness of M ¼ fX1; Y1; Z1; X2; � � � ; Zng follows by

recognizing that the corresponding frustration graph is
given as

GM ¼ K3⊔K3⊔ � � �⊔K3|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
m=3 times

; (B21)

with K3 being the completely connected graph of 3
vertices. Then, every independent set S∈ ImaxðGMÞ can
be written as

S ¼ fS1; S2;…; Sm=3g; (B22)

with Si ∈ fXi; Yi; Zig being one of the three independent
sets of each K3. Hence, we have indeed that
jImaxðGMÞj ¼ 3m=3. Furthermore, note that, for any
S0 ⊆ S, their corresponding Pauli product is also indepen-
dent, meaning that

Q
P∈S0 P ≠ �1, which implies that any

f∈ f�gS is also in BS. Thus, BS ¼ f�gm=3 ¼ f�gn for
any S∈ ImaxðGMÞ, and we have that by Eq. (B17),

jstabðMÞj ¼
X

S∈ ImaxðGMÞ
jBSj ¼ jImaxðGMÞj2n

¼ 2nþðlog 3=3Þm: (B23)

APPENDIX C: PROOF OF THEOREM 7

We will present the proof by expanding the steps
outlined in Algorithm 1. In order to do the detailed
analysis, we need to do some preliminaries on Pauli
strings. A specific classical representation of P∈Pn is
in terms of its symplectic representation [3,4], on which
we write:

P ¼ λXaZb; (C1)

where λ∈ f�1;�ig and a;b∈ Fn
2 , and we have used the

shorthand notation:

Xa ≡ ⊗
n

i¼1
Xai ; Zb ≡ ⊗

n

i¼1
Zbi : (C2)

Considering P1 ¼ λ1Xa1Zb1 and P2 ¼ λ2Xa2Zb2 , they
satisfy:

P1P2 ¼ ð−1ÞΩ1;2P2P1; (C3)

where Ω1;2 ¼ a1 · b2 þ a2 · b1 is referred to as the
symplectic form of the vectors ða1;b1ÞT ∈ F2n

2 and
ða2;b2ÞT ∈ F2n

2 .

J. M. VARELA et al. PRX QUANTUM 7, 043009 (2026)

043009-18



Note that storing this bit representation of the Pauli,
P ↦ ðλ; a;bÞ requires OðnÞ bits, and Pauli multiplication,
obtained by considering ðλ1;a1;b1Þ and ðλ2; a2;b2Þ, one
can verify that P1P2 is given by the representation
ðλ1λ2ð−1Þb1·a2 ; a1 þ a2;b1 þ b2Þ, which requires OðnÞ
runtime, and so does checking commutativity of two

Pauli strings, since it can be obtained by addition modulo
2 of the representation of the constituents. We will assume
that every single Pauli is stored and manipulated using the
symplectic representation. This includes the input, which
is given as the following length m array:

M ¼ fP1; P2; � � � ; Pmg ↦ fðλ1;a1;b1Þ; ðλ2; a2;b2Þ; � � � ; ðλm; am;bmÞg; (C4)

stored in OðmnÞ bits. We now go through the four steps:
(1) We compute the frustration graph datum by com-

puting its adjacency matrix, which turns out to be
the symplectic form itself, which, for i; j∈ ½m�, is
given as

Ωi;j ≡ ai · bj þ bi · aj ∈ f0; 1g; (C5)

all of its elements can be computed inOðm2 × nÞ ¼
Oðm2nÞ runtime;

(2) Equipped with a classical representation of the
graph GM by ðM; ½Ωi;j�i;j∈ ½m�Þ, where M is the
list of symplectic representations of the Paulis and
the edges are specified by the adjacency matrix. It is
known that there is an output-sensitive algorithm
[61] that runs in Oðm3jImaxðGMÞjÞ time and uses
Oðm2Þ space to compute ImaxðGMÞ;

(3) Given S∈ ImaxðGMÞ, we will find every admissible
sign assignment f∈BS. Remember that BS is the set
of all sign assignments that do not incur any product
of the type

Q
P∈ S0 fPP ¼ −1, for all subsets S0 ⊂ S.

First, each S ⊆ M is specified as the list of symplectic
representations, as

S ¼ fðλS;j; aS;j;bS;jÞgjSjj¼1; (C6)

referring to ðλS;j; aS;j;bS;jÞ as the symplectic representa-
tion of PS;j. We can construct the following matrix:

MS ¼
�
aS;1 aS;2 � � � aS;jSj
bS;1 bS;2 � � � bS;jSj

�
∈ F2n×jSj

2 : (C7)

Our algorithm is based on the following fact:
Claim: There is a correspondence c∈ ker½MS� ⊆

F jSj
2 ⟷ S0 ⊆ S ∶

Q
P∈ S0 P ¼ �1.

To see why, note that by definition,

c∈ ker½MS�⇔ ðMSÞ · c¼ 0⇔
XjSj
i¼1

ci

�
aS;i
bS;i

�
¼ 0∈F2n

2 :

(C8)

Note that the lhs corresponds to the binary vector of the
symplectic representation of

QjSj
j¼1 P

cj
i , and the rhs is the

representation of the identity, modulo a f�1;�ig phase.
However, since a product of commuting Paulis cannot
square to −1, the phase is restricted to �1. Thus:

XjSj
i¼1

ci

�
aS;i
bS;i

�
¼ 0 ⇔

YjSj
j¼1

P
cj
j ¼

Y
P∈ S0

P ¼ �1; (C9)

where we defined S0 ≡ fPj ∈ S j cj ¼ 1g. Consider now
S0 ⊆ S satisfying the constraint. Define the vector

c∈ F jSj
2 by

cj ¼ 1½Pj ∈ S0�; ∀ j∈ ½jSj�; (C10)

where the jth component is 1 if Pj ∈ S0 and zero otherwise.
Then:

Y
P∈S0

P ¼
YjSj
j¼1

P
cj
j ¼ �1: (C11)

The binary vectors of the corresponding symplectic
representation of both sides satisfy:

XjSj
i¼1

ci

�
aS;i
bS;i

�
¼ 0 ⇔ c∈ ker½MS�; (C12)

showing the claim.
By performing Gaussian elimination, in

Oðminðn; jSjÞnjSjÞ time [62], we obtain a list of spanning
vectors of its kernel:

K ¼

0
B@

c1
c2
� � �
cD

1
CA∈ FD×jSj

2 ; (C13)

where D ¼ dimker½MS�.
By the claim above, we can define a bitstring σ ∈ FD

2

such that
QjSj

j¼1 P
½ci�j
j ¼ ð−1Þσi1 for all i∈ ½D�, where we

denote ½ci�j to refer to the jth component of the ith
spanning vector of Eq. (C13). A second claim is the
following fact:
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Claim: Let f∈ f�gS be some sign assignment for each Pauli in S. Then, f∈BS iff:

K · x ¼ σ; (C14)

where fi ¼ ð−1Þxi , defining x∈ F jSj
2 .

To see why, note that membership in BS is guaranteed if:Y
P∈ S0

fPP ≠ −1; ∀ S0 ⊆ S ⇔
Y
P∈ S0

fP1 ≠ −Y
P∈S0

P; ∀ S0 ⊆ S: (C15)

Also note that we only need to check this condition for subsets S0 such that
Q

P∈S0 P ∝ 1, since it is automatically
satisfied otherwise. By the correspondence between subsets with trivial product and the kernel ofMS, this corresponds to
checking:

YjSj
j¼1

f
cj
j 1 ≠ −YjSj

j¼1

P
cj
j ; ∀ c∈ ker½MS� ⇔

YjSj
j¼1

f
½ci�j
j 1 ≠ −YjSj

j¼1

P
½ci�j
j ; ∀ i∈ ½D�; (C16)

where we have used the fact that the rows of Eq. (C13)
span the kernel. In other words, the constraint must be:

YjSj
j¼1

f
½ci�j
j ¼ σi; ∀ i∈ ½D�; (C17)

since the lhs is restricted to f�1g. By the definitions of
x; σ, the D equations above correspond to:

ð−1Þ
PjSj

j¼1
½ci�jxj ¼ ð−1Þσi ; ∀ i∈ ½D� ⇔ K · x ¼ σ;

(C18)

as claimed.
As a consequence, we can count the number of

solutions. First, note that if the kernel ker½MS� is empty,
i.e., there is no Pauli product proportional to the identity,
then all sign assignments f∈ f�gS are admissible,
accounting for jBSj ¼ 2jSj. If the kernel is not empty, then
K is full rank and consequently it is surjective. Given a
particular solution xp∶ K · xp ¼ σ, the full set of solutions
can be written as:

BS ≅ xp þ ker½K�
¼ fx∈ F jSj

2 ∶ x ¼ xp þ k;k∈ ker½K�g; (C19)

where the isomorphism is between sets by the relation
ffj ¼ ð−1Þxjgj. Hence, jBSj ¼ 2dimker½K� ¼ 2jSj−rank½K�,

by the rank-nullity theorem of K∈ FD×jSj
2 . Since the

row space of K is ker½MS�, we have that jBSj ¼ 2jSj−D.
The rank-nullity theorem for MS ∈ F2n×jSj

2 implies that
jSj −D ¼ rank½MS�. We know that rank½MS� ≤ jSj, since
MS has jSj columns. Furthermore, its column space forms
an isotropic subspace of the symplectic vector space
ðF2n

2 ;ΩÞ, defined as a subspace with vanishing symplectic
form. It is known that such a subspace must have
dimension ≤ n [3], yielding rank½MS� ≤ n. Combining
the bounds, we get that:

jBSj ¼ 2jSj−D ¼ 2rank½MS� ≤ 2 minðn;jSjÞ: (C20)

Given K obtained through Gaussian elimination, we
can now present the algorithm to append all the con-
sistent fv⃗S;fg: (1) Compute σ by evaluating the set

fsi ¼
QjSj

j¼1 P
½ci�j
j gDi¼1, that can be done in OðDjSjnÞ ¼

OðjSj2nÞ time, (2) Perform Gaussian elimination on
K to obtain the spanning set of vectors
ker½K� ¼ spanF2fc01; c02; � � � ; c0jSj−Dg, that takes time

OðminðD; jSjÞDjSjÞ ¼ OðjSj3Þ and (3) for every
c0 ∈ ker½K�, compute and append the vector v⃗S;f in
Eq. (20), that takes Oð2jSj−D ×mÞ ¼ Oð2 minðn;jSjÞmÞ
time [63]. Summing all up:

Oðminðn; jSjÞnjSjÞ|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
Gaussian elimination to obtainK

þ OðjSj2nÞ|fflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflffl}
Computing the signs fsigi

þ OðjSj3Þ|fflfflffl{zfflfflffl}
Gaussian elimination inK

þ Oð2 minðn;jSjÞmÞ|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
Computing the kernel and appending

(C21)

¼ Oð2 minðn;mÞmþm3 þm2nþminðm; nÞnmÞ; (C22)

where on the last line we have used that jSj ≤ m.
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Combining all three steps, we have our algorithm: (1) Compute the frustration graph, (2) list all the maximally
independent subsets, and (3) construct all the vectors coming from consistent sign assignments of the independent subsets.
Thus, we have, for the runtime:

T ¼ Oðm2nÞ|fflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflffl}
computingGM

þ Oðm3jImaxðGMÞjÞ|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
computing independent subsets

þ jImaxðGMÞj ×Oð2 minðn;mÞmþm3 þm2nþminðm; nÞnmÞ|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}
computing consistent vectors for each S∈ ImaxðGMÞ

; (C23)

where we bounded jSj ≤ smax, defined on Eq. (B18). This is
the full runtime depending on the frustration graph proper-
ties. To have an independent upper bound, we use that
smax ≤ m and the bound in Eq. (B20). Note that, for n → ∞
and m ≤ polyðnÞ, the first term that builds the frustration

graph is polynomial and can be dropped in the asymptotic
runtime, since the other two are exponential. Furthermore,
the last contribution has an extra exponential dependency
coming from the sign assignments, making it the single
dominant asymptotic term. We thus arrive at our claim:

T ¼ Oðm2ðminðm;nÞþminðcm;ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2Þ þ ðm3 þm2nþminðm; nÞnmÞ2 minðcm;ð1=2þoð1ÞÞn2ÞÞ; (C24)

where c ¼ logð3Þ=3. ▪

APPENDIX D: PROOF OF THEOREM 9

Let us first properly define the CMP as a decision
problem:
Definition 3. We define the CMP on n bits as the

problem defined by
(i) Input: A set of probability distributions

fp⃗1; p⃗2; � � � ; p⃗Ng, with N ≤ polyðnÞ, p⃗i ∈Δ2jRi j ,
where Ri ⊆ ½n�; jRij ≤ k ¼ Oð1Þ for all i∈ ½N�;

(ii) Decision: Output YES if there exists an n bit
probability distribution p⃗∈Δ2n such that:X

x̄∈ Fn−jRi j
2

pðx; x̄Þ ¼ piðxÞ; ∀ i∈ ½N�; (D1)

and NO otherwise.

We can now move to the two reductions:
(1) CMP≤poly SMP: Given the inputs fp⃗1;p⃗2; �� �;p⃗Ng,

note that we can compute the following set of states(
ϕi ≡

X
x∈ F jRi j

2

piðxÞjxihxj
)

N

i¼1

; (D2)

in Oð1Þ × N ≤ polyðnÞ time. For each bit string

x ¼ ðx1;…; xjRijÞ∈ F jRij
2 , the computational-basis

state jxi is a pure stabilizer state. Indeed, it is
stabilized by hð−1Þx1Z1;…; ð−1ÞxjRi jZjRiji. There-
fore jxihxj∈ stabjRij ⊆ STABjRij. Since piðxÞ is a
probability distribution, Eq. (D2) expresses ϕi as a
convex combination of pure stabilizer states. Hence
ϕi ∈ STABjRij for every i, and the collection fϕigNi¼1

is a valid input for the SMP. We claim that:

∃ϕ∈ STABn ∶ trR̄i
ϕ ¼ ϕi; ∀ i∈ ½N� ⇔ ∃ p⃗∈Δ2n ∶

X
x̄∈ Fn−jRi j

2

pðx; x̄Þ ¼ piðxÞ; ∀ i∈ ½N�: (D3)

(a) (⇐): If there is a global probability distribution p⃗∈Δ2n , note that we can construct:

ϕ≡ X
x∈ Fn

2

pðxÞjxihxj∈STABn: (D4)

And then, given any i∈ ½N�:

trR̄i
ϕ ¼

X
x∈ F jRi j

2

0
@ X

x̄∈ Fn−jRi j
2

pðx; x̄Þ
1
Ajxihxj ¼

X
x∈ F jRi j

2

piðxÞjxihxj ¼ ϕi; (D5)

since it correctly marginalizes to p⃗i.
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(b) (⇒) If there is a global stabilizer state ϕ∈STABn, consider the action of the completely dephasing channel on
the computational basis, Dð·Þ, that yields:

DðϕÞ ¼
X
x∈ Fn

2

hxjϕjxijxihxj≡ X
x∈ Fn

2

pðxÞjxihxj: (D6)

We claim that p⃗ ¼ ðpðxÞÞx∈ Fn
2
is our desired global probability distribution. From the commutativity of the

dephasing channel with partial traces D½trXð·Þ� ¼ trXDð·Þ, we have:

DðϕiÞ ¼ trR̄i
DðϕÞ; ∀ i∈ ½N� ⇔

X
x∈ F

jRi j
2

piðxÞjxihxj ¼
X

x∈ F
jRi j
2

� X
x̄∈ F

n−jRi j
2

pðx; x̄Þ
�
jxihxj; ∀ i∈ ½N�;

(D7)

which is only true if p⃗ indeed is a YES instance
of the CMP.
Hence, we have shown that under poly-time

preprocessing, the decision of Definition 3 re-
duces to Definition 2.

(2) SMP ≤poly rSMP: Consider:

M1;…;N ≡ ⋃
N

i¼1

P̃Ri
; (D8)

where P̃Ri
are all the nontrivial 4jRij − 1 Pauli

strings supported on Ri. Note that, furthermore:

jM1;…;Nj ≤
XN
i¼1

ð4jRij − 1Þ ≤ Nð4k − 1Þ (D9)

is polynomially bounded in n, since N ≤ polyðnÞ
and k ¼ Oð1Þ. Since each P is supported on some
Ri, we can always compute its expectation value on
some reduced density matrix, say ϕiðPÞ. Then, we
can define:

V⃗1;…;N ≡ ðtrðPϕiðPÞÞÞP∈M1;���;N : (D10)

Each expectation value can be computed in Oð1Þ
time, and hence V⃗1;���;N can be obtained in polyðnÞ
time. We claim that ðM1;…;N; V⃗1;���;NÞ are the
desired inputs for the reduced stabilizer member-
ship problem: Let us show that

V⃗1;…;N ∈ STABðM1;…;NÞ ⇔ ∃ϕ∈ STABn∶ trR̄i
ϕ ¼ ϕi; ∀ i∈ ½N�: (D11)

(a) (⇐): If there is a global stabilizer state that
marginalizes correctly to the fϕig, it follows
that V⃗1;…;N ¼ ΠMϕ⃗∈ STABðMÞ;

(b) (⇒) If the vector lies in the reduced polytope,
there is a ϕ∈ STABn such that V⃗1;���;N ¼ ΠMϕ⃗.
However, note that, by definition on Eq. (D8),
M1;…;N contains a tomographic complete
set of Paulis on all fRig, which fixes all the
N reduced density matrices of the state ϕ to be
exactly fϕig.
Again, we have shown that the decision of

Definition 1 can be made with classical poly-
time by considering Definition 2. ▪

APPENDIX E: TRIANGLE CRITERION AS A
REDUCED POLYTOPE

In this section we prove that we recover any single
triangle criterion with a proper choice of measurement set
M; as a by-product, the reduced polytope will include
several distinct triangle inequalities corresponding to a
family of neighbor stabilizer state triples.
Lemma 15. Let ψ1;ψ2;ψ3 be pure stabilizer states on n

qubits satisfying

trðψ iψjÞ ¼
1

2
for all i ≠ j: (E1)

Then there exist Pauli operators P1; P2; P3, and a
stabilizer group S of rank n − 1 such that
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(1) The stabilizer group of ψ i is hS ∪ fPigi ¼ S ∪ PiS,
(2) the operators Pi pairwise anti-commute:

fPi; Pjg ¼ 0 for all i ≠ j: (E2)

Moreover, up to a Clifford unitary, the triple
fψ1;ψ2;ψ3g is equivalent to the single-qubit eigenstates
of the Pauli operators Z, X, and Y.
Proof. A standard property of pure stabilizer states that

if two stabilizer states ϕ and φ satisfy 0 < jhϕjψij < 1,
then [64,65]:

jhϕjφij2 ¼ 2−k; k∈ f1; 2;…; ng; (E3)

and furthermore, there exists a Clifford unitary C mapping
them to stabilizer states whose nontrivial overlap is
supported on exactly k logical qubits. That is,

Cjϕi ¼ j0i⊗k ⊗ j0i⊗ðn−kÞ;

Cjψi ¼ jψ 0i|{z}
∈C2⊗k

⊗ j0i⊗ðn−kÞ; (E4)

where ψ 0 is another stabilizer state with h0j⊗kjψ 0i ¼ 2−k=2.
To show this, let C1 be the Clifford such that
C1jϕi ¼ j0i⊗n. Then, we have:

jh0j⊗nC1jψij2 ¼ jhϕjψij2 ¼ 2−k: (E5)

Since C1jψi is a pure stabilizer state, it has the following
form for its computational basis expansion [66]:

C1jψi ¼
1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

2dimðVÞp
X
x∈V

ψxjxi; (E6)

with V ⊆ Fn
2 being a binary affine subspace and

ψx ∈ f�1;�ig. By Eq. (E5), we find that dimðVÞ ¼ k.
Thus, by Gaussian elimination, one can find a Clifford
unitary C2 composed of CNOTS such that [67]:

C2C1jψi ¼ jψ 0i ⊗ j0i⊗ðn−kÞ; (E7)

with jψ 0i another stabilizer state with the correct 2−k=2
overlap with j0i⊗k. Since C2 is defined from a decom-
position of cNOTs, it stabilizes j0i⊗n ¼ C1jϕi. Defining
C≡ C2C1 gives us our desired Clifford unitary
on Eq. (E4).
Applying this fact to ψ1 and ψ2 for k ¼ 1, there exists a

Clifford unitary U such that

ψ̃1 ≡Uψ1U† ¼ j0ih0j ⊗ τ;

ψ̃2 ≡Uψ2U† ¼ jþihþj ⊗ τ;
(E8)

with τ ¼ j0ih0j⊗ðn−1Þ. Defining also ψ̃3 ≡Uψ3U†, note
that Trðψ̃ iψ̃jÞ ¼ 1=2 for i ≠ j. Because ψ̃3 is itself a

stabilizer state and the overlap 1=2 is the maximal non-
trivial overlap between distinct stabilizer states, it follows
that ψ3 must share the same ðn − 1Þ-qubit stabilizer
component τ ¼ j0ih0j⊗ðn−kÞ. Hence,

ψ̃3 ¼ jχihχj ⊗ τ (E9)

for some single-qubit stabilizer state jχi satisfying

jh0jχij2 ¼ jhþjχij2 ¼ 1

2
: (E10)

Since the only solutions are jy�i ¼ ðj0i � ij1iÞ= ffiffiffi
2

p
, we

have:

jχi ¼ jy�i ≔
j0i � ij1iffiffiffi

2
p ; (E11)

namely a Y-eigenstate. Consequently, up to the Clifford
unitary U, the three stabilizer states are precisely

j0i; jþi; jy�i; (E12)

which are eigenstates of the Pauli operators

Z; X; �Y; (E13)

respectively. We may therefore define

P1 ¼ U†Z1U; P2 ¼ U†X1U; P3 ¼ U†Y1U;
(E14)

where X1; Y1; Z1 denote the Pauli operators acting on the
first qubit. Since Clifford conjugation preserves the Pauli
group and preserves commutation relations, the operators
Pi are Pauli strings satisfying

fPi; Pjg ¼ 0 ði ≠ jÞ; (E15)

and each ψ i is an eigenstate of Pi. For completeness, the
common stabilizer group S is built from the image of the
generators of the stabilizer group of τ under conjugation
by U:

S ¼ hU†Z2U;U†Z3U;…; U†ZnUi; (E16)

and thus fPi;U†Z2U;U†Z3U;…; U†ZnUg is a list of
generators for the stabilizer group of ψ i. ▪
We now have a compact description of the relevant Pauli

operators corresponding to a single neighbor triple; a
natural question is the following: if we choose the
measuring set M to contain exactly the three stabilizer
groups associated with a neighboring triple, does the
reduced polytope include the triangle criterion as a facet?
We answer this question in the affirmative and also
characterize all the other facets:
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Theorem 16. Let ψ i be three neighboring stabilizer
states, with stabilizer groups Si ≔ hS ∪ fPigi, and con-
sider the measuring set M ¼ S1 ∪ S2 ∪ S3. The facets of
the reduced polytope are exactly the triangle criterion for
all possible consistent choices of changing signs in the
generators of S and independent choices for the signs
of Pi.
Before we prove the theorem, let us fix some notation.

Given a mixed state ρ and some P∈M, let

rP ¼ TrðPρÞ; (E17)

be its Pauli coordinates. We will define another natural set
of coordinates.
Let S� denote the character group of S. For each

character χ∶ S → f�1g, define the stabilizer projector

Πχ ¼
1

jSj
X
Q∈S

χðQÞQ: (E18)

We introduce syndrome coordinates by

pχ ¼ TrðΠχρÞ ¼
1

jSj
X
Q∈ S

χðQÞrQ; (E19)

and

qχ;Pi
¼ TrðΠχPiρÞ ¼

1

jSj
X
Q∈ S

χðQÞrQPi
: (E20)

Since this is just the Fourier transform over the Abelian
group S, it is invertible. So we can express the original
coordinates in terms of the syndrome coordinates:

rQ ¼
X
χ ∈ S�

χðQÞpχ; rQPi
¼
X
χ ∈S�

χðQÞqχ;Pi
: (E21)

In particular, X
χ ∈S�

pχ ¼ rI ¼ trðρÞ ¼ 1: (E22)

Proposition 17. In the syndrome-logical coordinates, the
reduced stabilizer polytope STABðMÞ is given by

STABðMÞ ¼
�
ðpχ; qχ;P1

; qχ;P2
; qχ;P3

Þχ ∈S�∶
X
χ

pχ ¼ 1;

(E23)

jqχ;P1
j þ jqχ;P2

j þ jqχ;P3
j ≤ pχ ∀ χ ∈ S�

	
:

(E24)

Proof. First, take any stabilizer mixture ρ. Measuring
the commuting stabilizer context S and postselecting the
syndrome corresponding to χ is a stabilizer operation.
Therefore, whenever pχ > 0, the normalized logical state
in that syndrome sector is a one-qubit stabilizer mixture.
Namely, its Bloch vector is�

qχ;P1

pχ
;
qχ;P2

pχ
;
qχ;P3

pχ

�
: (E25)

The one-qubit stabilizer polytope is the octahedron, so����qχ;P1

pχ

����þ
����qχ;P2

pχ

����þ
����qχ;P3

pχ

���� ≤ 1: (E26)

Multiplying by pχ ≥ 0 gives the inequalities in
Eq. (E23). If TrðΠχρÞ≡ pχ ¼ 0, positivity of the projec-
tion ΠχρΠχ implies it is actually the zero matrix, and
qχ;P1

¼ qχ;P2
¼ qχ;P3

¼ 0, so the same inequality holds.
We now justify the converse construction in Eq. (E23).

The only point that has to be checked is that the different
syndrome sectors do not interfere with each other.
Claim: The projectors Πχ are mutually orthogonal:

ΠχΠχ0 ¼
1

jSj2
X

P;Q∈ S

χðPÞχ0ðQÞPQ ¼ δχ;χ0Πχ: (E27)

In fact, writing R ¼ PQ, so that Q ¼ PR, and using the
multiplicativity of characters, we get

ΠχΠχ0 ¼
1

jSj2
X
R∈ S

�X
P∈S

χðPÞχ0ðPÞ
�
χ0ðRÞR: (E28)

By character orthogonality,

X
P∈S

χðPÞχ0ðPÞ ¼
� jSj; χ ¼ χ0;

0; χ ≠ χ0; (E29)

and the claim follows. Thus the projectors Πχ decompose
the Hilbert space into orthogonal syndrome sectors.
Now assume that the coordinates satisfyX

χ

pχ ¼ 1; jqχ;P1
j þ jqχ;P2

j þ jqχ;P3
j ≤ pχ ∀ χ:

(E30)

For each χ with pχ > 0, define

uχ ¼
�
qχ;P1

pχ
;
qχ;P2

pχ
;
qχ;P3

pχ

�
: (E31)

By Eq. (E30), each uχ belongs to a one-qubit stabilizer
octahedron; let fe1; e2; e3g be the canonical basis in R3:
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uχ ¼
X3
i¼1

X
t¼�1

λχ;E;t tei; λχ;E;t ≥ 0;
X
E;t

λχ;E;t ¼ 1:

(E32)

Hence, the full state corresponding to the syndrome χ
can be written as a convex combination of the six one-qubit
stabilizer vertices, namely the six n-qubit stabilizer states
defined by

ωt
χ;P ¼ 1

2
ΠχðI þ tPÞ; E∈ fP1; P2; P3g; t∈ f�1g:

(E33)

These are pure stabilizer states: Πχ fixes the n − 1
stabilizers in the common context C, while I þ tE fixes the
logical Pauli E with eigenvalue t.
Set

ρχ ¼
X
E;t

λχ;E;t ω
t
χ;E: (E34)

Then ρχ is a stabilizer mixture supported entirely in the
syndrome sector χ. Moreover,

TrðΠχρχÞ ¼ 1; (E35)

and

TrðΠχP1ρχÞ ¼ uχ;P1
; TrðΠχP2ρχÞ ¼ uχ;P2

; TrðΠχP3ρχÞ ¼ uχ;P3
: (E36)

If pχ ¼ 0, we simply omit that sector from the convex combination.
Finally define

ρ ¼
X

χ∶ pχ>0

pχρχ: (E37)

Since pχ ≥ 0 and
P

χ pχ ¼ 1, this is a convex combination of stabilizer states. By the orthogonality relation in
Eq. (E27), different syndrome sectors do not mix. Therefore, for every χ,

TrðΠχρÞ ¼ pχ; (E38)

and

TrðΠχP1ρÞ ¼ qχ;P1
; TrðΠχP2ρÞ ¼ qχ;P2

; TrðΠχP3ρÞ ¼ qχ;P3
: (E39)

Hence every point satisfying the block-octahedron
constraints in Eq. (E30) is realized by a stabilizer mixture.
This proves the converse inclusion. ▪
The description in Eq. (E23) is a direct sum of

subnormalized one-qubit stabilizer octahedra, one for each
syndrome χ. Therefore its facets are immediate.
Theorem 18. The facets of STABðMÞ are exactly the

inequalities

pχ þ sP1
qχ;P1

þ sP2
qχ;P2

þ sP3
qχ;P3

≥ 0; (E40)

for

χ ∈ S�; ðsP1
; sP2

; sP3
Þ∈ f�1g3: (E41)

Equivalently, in the original Pauli coordinates, the facets
are

1

jSj
X
Q∈S

χðQÞ½rQ þ sP1
rQP1

þ sP2
rQP2

þ sP3
rQP3

� ≥ 0:

(E42)

These are precisely the triangle inequalities obtained by
considering every possible syndrome χ in the common
stabilizer group S, and every sign for the anticommuting
triple P1; P2; P3, accounting for 2nþ2 facets.
Proof. For each fixed χ, Eq. (E23) imposes the sub-

normalized octahedron constraint

jqχ;P1
j þ jqχ;P2

j þ jqχ;P3
j ≤ pχ: (E43)

This is equivalent to the eight linear inequalities

pχ þ sP1
qχ;P1

þ sP2
qχ;P2

þ sP3
qχ;P3

≥ 0; ðsP1
; sP2

; sP3
Þ∈ f�1g3: (E44)
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Together with the affine normalization
P

χ pχ ¼ 1,
these inequalities give the full H-representation of the
polytope in Eq. (E23). Let us check that each inequality
is facet-defining; since each family of eight inequalities
(E44) is uncoupled from theothers, we may count the
dimension of each syndrome block separately.
The ambient space has dimension 4jS�j ¼ 2nþ1, and the

normalization
P

χ pχ ¼ 1 reduces the affine dimension to

dimSTABðMÞ ¼ 2nþ1 − 1: (E45)

Now let us compute the dimension of the exposed
facets. Fix χ0 and s ¼ ðsP1

; sP2
; sP3

Þ. The equality

pχ0 þ sP1
qχ0;P1

þ sP2
qχ0;P2

þ sP3
qχ0;P3

¼ 0 (E46)

defines a facet of the four-dimensional cone

fðp; qP1
; qP2

; qP3
Þ∶ jqP1

j þ jqP2
j þ jqP3

j ≤ pg: (E47)

Thus it has dimension 3 in the χ0-block. The remaining
jS�j − 1 syndrome blocks are unconstrained except for

the global normalization, and contribute 4ðjS�j − 1Þ − 1
dimensions. Hence the total dimension of the exposed
face is

3þ 4ðjS�j − 1Þ − 1 ¼ 2nþ1 − 2 ¼ dimSTABðMÞ − 1:
(E48)

Therefore each inequality in Eq. (E40) defines a facet.
Since Eq. (E44) gives the full H-representation and all its
inequalities are irredundant, there are no other facets.
Finally, Eq. (E42) follows from substituting the Fourier

definitions in Eqs. (E19) and (E20). To identify it with a
triangle inequality, define the stabilizer states

ψ t
χ;P ¼ 1

2
ΠχðI þ tPÞ; P∈ fP1; P2; P3g; t∈ f�1g:

(E49)

These three states are pairwise neighbor stabilizer states
whenever the logical Paulis are distinct and anticommut-
ing. Moreover,

Tr
h


ψ
sP1
χ;P1

þ ψ
sP2
χ;P2

− ψ
−sP3
χ;P3

�
ρ
i
¼ 1

2
ðpχ þ sP1

qχ;P1
þ sP2

qχ;P2
þ sP3

qχ;P3
Þ: (E50)

Thus Eq. (E40) is equivalent to the triangle witness

Wχ;s ¼ ψ
sP1
χ;P1

þ ψ
sP2
χ;P2

− ψ
−sP3
χ;P3

: (E51)

This proves that the facets are exactly the triangle
inequalities associated with the syndrome χ and the logical
octahedron direction s.
Therefore, for the measurement set M, the reduced

stabilizer polytope has exactly

8jS�j ¼ 8 · 2n−1 ¼ 2nþ2 (E52)

facets, all of which are triangle inequalities. ▪
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