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Cumulative effects of laser-generated gravitational shock waves
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The emission of light pulses is expected to generate gravitational waves, opening the possibility of controlling
gravity in an Earthed laboratory. However, measuring the optically driven spacetime deformations is challenging
due to the inherently weak interaction. We explore the possibility to achieve a detectable gravitational effect from
light emission by examining the cumulative effect of a sequence of laser-generated gravitational shock waves
on a test particle. We derive an exact solution to the Einstein equations for cylindrically shaped optical beams
with constant energy density, imposing a continuity condition for the metric and its first-order derivatives. Our
analysis reveals that laser-induced gravitational fields cause a spatial shift in the test particle, which is measurable
within current interferometric technology.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Gravitational Waves (GWs) have been directly detected for
the first time in 2015 [1] by using highly sensitive interfer-
ometers capable of detecting changes in the lengths of their
arms L at a precision of �L/L ∼ 10−22. Astronomical sources
generate far greater power than anything achievable on Earth,
but their distance and inaccessibility make them impractical
for use. Generating metric perturbations in laboratory settings
offers greater reproducibility and can be more precisely tai-
lored to specific observational goals.

Proposals for generators of GWs in the laboratory include
the use of light beams [2–9], electromagnetic cavities [10–14],
electromagnetic waves passing through a static homogeneous
magnetic field [15–18], and lasers striking a target [19–21].
Despite the enhanced results of laser-generated GWs com-
pared to those from matter acceleration [9,19,21], detecting
these perturbations in laboratory experiments remains chal-
lenging, as they are still 15 orders of magnitude beyond the
sensitivity of the most advanced detectors available today [9].
In this work, we show that by exploiting the repeatability of
laser pulse generation, it is possible to amplify the gravita-
tional effects by several orders of magnitude. We investigate
the perturbed motion of a free-falling particle influenced by a
sequence of pulses, thereby allowing the gravitational effects
of these pulses to accumulate over time and become compat-
ible with the sensitivity of modern detectors. To accomplish
this, we develop a theoretical framework describing the grav-
itational field generated by a sequence of laser pulses.

Historically, the gravitational effects of electromagnetic
fields have been predominantly studied under the assump-
tion of a weak gravitational field and using the retarded
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integral approach [2–18]. In their pioneering work, Tolman
et al. [2] investigated the spacetime deformation induced by
infinitesimally thin steady light beams and by passing light
pulses, where diffraction effects were neglected. This topic
was later revisited and expanded by Hegarty [4], who, follow-
ing Westervelt’s earlier work [3], introduced the emitter and
the absorber of the radiation as point sources. Hegarty further
observed that the gravitational effects of the pulse originate
solely from its emission and absorption, rather than from its
propagation. More recently, Rätzel et al. [6] demonstrated
that these gravitational effects are localized within spherical
shells expanding at the speed of light, representing the space-
time imprints of the pulse emission and absorption events. To
overcome the limitation of assuming zero radial extension,
Lageyre et al. [9] analyzed the spacetime deformation pro-
duced by a cylindrically shaped light pulse.

To go beyond the retarded integral approach, various stud-
ies have addressed the problem of solving the exact Einstein
equations for a light pulse. Exact solutions to the Einstein-
Maxwell equations for plane electromagnetic waves are well
documented in the literature [22] and have been expressed
in both Brinkmann coordinates [23–25] and Rosen coordi-
nates [26–28]. In these cases, the source field generating the
gravitational field is infinitely extended across spacetime and,
therefore, cannot be used to model realistic light pulses. In
contrast, Bonnor [29] presented an exact solution for a null
fluid traveling along an infinite straight path, accompanied by
a GW propagating in the same direction as the pulse. The
pulse is described by a stress-energy tensor of the form T ∝
(∂2

x A + ∂2
y A)∂v ⊗ ∂v , where x and y are the spacelike coordi-

nates orthogonal to the direction of propagation, u and v are
the copropagating and counterpropagating null coordinates,
and A = A(u, v, x, y) is a C1, piecewise C3, function. This
approach bypasses the need to model the emission process
of the laser pulse, by assuming that the source is located far
from the observation region, effectively placing the setup in
the far-field regime. This justification is supported by the work
of Rätzel et al. [6], who demonstrated that the details of the
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emission process can be neglected when focusing solely on
the gravitational field near the pulse trajectory and far from
the emitter.

Inspired by the findings by Hegarty [4], Bonnor [30], and
Rätzel et al. [6], we investigate the propagation of a pulse and
an accompanying GW, which locally and at large distances
from the source appears to share the same plane wave front
as the pulse. Following Ref. [9], the pulse is modeled as
a cylindrical beam with constant energy density. We solve
the Einstein equations for this configuration, ensuring conti-
nuity of the metric and its first-order derivatives [31]. This
continuity condition, known as the Lichnerowicz condition
[32], guarantees that the curvature tensor is piecewise C0 and
nowhere suffers anything worse than a straight shock discon-
tinuity. Due to discontinuities of the stress-energy tensor with
respect to the u coordinate, Bonnor’s solution [29] cannot be
applied to the entire spacetime. To address this, we partition
the spacetime into separate patches: In the region containing
the pulse and the GW, we employ Bonnor’s solution for a
steady uniform beam with a circular cross section. We then
use the Brinkmann-Rosen coordinate transformation to define
alternative coordinate charts that can be smoothly extended
into the Minkowski exterior region. The resulting nontrivial
description of the spacetime cannot be captured by the sin-
gle coordinate system used in the retarded integral approach.
After deriving the spacetime solution for a single pulse, we
extend our analysis to a sequence of pulses with a constant
repetition rate. The metric solutions for individual pulses are
patched together and the trajectory of a particle under the
influence of this sequence of pulses is then computed.

The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we present
the exact solution to Einstein’s equations corresponding to a
cylindrical pulse of light. Section III focuses on the motion of
test particles in the resulting spacetime geometry. In Sec. IV,
we extend the analysis to a sequence of pulses with con-
stant repetition rate and investigate the resulting cumulative
displacement of the test particles. In Sec. V, we propose an
interferometric setup to detect the predicted displacement and
discuss its feasibility given the current technological capabili-
ties. We also discuss the broader implications for experimental
gravitation and future tests of general relativity. Detailed
derivations of the spacetime solution and particle trajectories
influenced by the gravitational shock waves are provided in
Appendixes A, B, and C.

II. SPACETIME OF A SINGLE PULSE

We start by considering the propagation of a single pulse
whose source lies far outside the region of interest. When
the pulse is emitted, it also generates a nonzero GW, which
undergoes diffraction, while the pulse itself remains confined
to a finite spatial region over the observed time frame. Because
the source is very distant, the local spacetime appears indis-
tinguishable from that of a pulse originating from past null
infinity. Under this approximation, one can neglect specific
details of the source of the laser beam and its initial state. In
what follows, we offer a general description of this spacetime,
with details provided in Appendix A.

We note by Rp, Rg, and RM the spacetime regions describ-
ing the pulse, the GW, and the exterior, respectively [Fig. 1,

FIG. 1. We consider an electromagnetic pulse propagating along-
side a gravitational wave (GW), both originating from a distant
source. Locally, the spacetime is divided into four distinct regions:
Rp, Rg, Ra, and Rb [panel (a)]. The regions Rp and Rg correspond
to the pulse and the GW, respectively, while Ra and Rb represent
the Minkowski spacetime before and after the passage of the pulse
and the GW. Panel (b) shows the various coordinate systems used to
describe the spacetime, each covering different combinations of re-
gions. The coordinates (u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) are used for the interior regions
Rp and Rg, while (u, v, r, ϕ) are the standard Minkowski coordinates
for Ra ∪ Rb. Additionally, for each ξ ∈ {a, b} and η ∈ {p, g}, the
coordinate system (u, vξη, rξη, ϕ) spans the region Rξ ∪ Rη.

panel (a)]. The region RM is further divided into Ra and Rb,
corresponding to the areas before and after the passage of the
wave. As no gravitational source acts on RM, the exterior
region can be described by a Minkowski coordinate system
(u, v, r, ϕ), with metric

ds2|RM = −2dudv + dr2 + r2dϕ2. (1)
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Here, u and v are the light-cone coordinates defined via
u = (ct − z)/

√
2 and v = (ct + z)/

√
2, with c as the speed

of light, t as the time coordinate, and z as the direction of
the propagation; r and ϕ are the radial coordinates orthogonal
to z.

At a large distance from the source, the pulse and the
GW appear with a plane wave front traveling in the same
direction. This suggests the use of the same null coordinate
u for all regions (Rp, Rg, and RM). Likewise, by assuming
axial symmetry around the central axis of the beam, we con-
sider a global azimuthal coordinate ϕ. Since the wave front
is planar, we define two hyperplanes of constant u, labeled ūa

and ūa, which mark the boundaries of the exterior regions Ra

and Rb. Specifically, Ra corresponds to u < ūa, whereas Rb

corresponds to u > ūb.
We model the pulse as a cylinder of light with constant

energy density, traveling in the z direction with velocity c.
This setup can approximate a laser beam with circular polar-
ization and a flat profile (e.g., flattened Gaussian pulsed beam
[33]). As a consequence of this approximation, the space-
time within the pulse exhibits cylindrical symmetry. Such a
symmetry suggests a preferred choice of coordinate system
(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) for Rp ∪ Rg, in which ∂zpg = (∂vpg − ∂u)/

√
2

and ∂ϕ are Killing vector fields.
The metric associated to (u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) is

ds2
∣∣
Rp∪Rg

= −�(rpg)du2 − 2dudvpg + dr2
pg + r2

pgdϕ2,

(2)

with

�(rpg) =
{
ε(rpg/r̄p)2 if rpg � r̄p

ε[1 + 2 ln(rpg/r̄p)] if rpg > r̄p.
(3)

Here, r̄p represents the radius of the pulse and ε = κI r̄2
p/c

is the coupling between the pulse and the gravitational
field, with κ as the Einstein gravitational constant and I
as the intensity of the electromagnetic field. Equation (2)
provides the solution to the Einstein equation with T =
θ (r̄p − rpg)(2I/c)∂vpg ⊗ ∂vpg as the stress-energy tensor and
with ∂zpg = (∂vpg − ∂u)/

√
2 and ∂ϕ as the Killing fields associ-

ated with the cylindrical symmetry. This solution is equivalent
to the one presented by Bonnor [29] for the case of a steady
uniform beam of circular cross section. Equations (2) and (3)
describe a genuine GW, meaning a vacuum perturbation of
flat spacetime, only in the region outside the cylinder, i.e.,
rpg > r̄p.

To connect the coordinate systems (u, v, r, ϕ) and
(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) across the hypersurfaces u = ūa and u = ūb,
we introduce additional charts that cover distinct subregions
of the full spacetime, thereby creating a complete atlas [Fig. 1,
panel (b)]. By imposing the continuity of the metric compo-
nents gμν (up to their first-order derivatives) across u = ūa and
u = ūb, we obtain four distinct coordinate systems, denoted as
(u, vξη, rξη, ϕ), with ξ ∈ {a, b} and η ∈ {p, g}, each covering
the region Rξ ∪ Rη. In Rη, the coordinates (u, vξη, rξη, ϕ) are
defined by the transformation

vpg = vξη + Vη(u − ūξ , rξη ), rpg = Rη(u − ūξ , rξη ), (4)

with

Vp(u, r) = Rp(u, r)Ṙp(u, r)

2
, Rp(u, r) = cos

(√
ε

u

r̄p

)
r,

Vg(u, r) = Rg(u, r)Ṙg(u, r) + ε

2

[
1 − 2 ln

(
r

r̄p

)]
u,

Rg(u, r) = exp

⎧⎨
⎩−

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

u

r

)]2
⎫⎬
⎭r,

Ṙη(u, r) = ∂uRη(u, r), (5)

and erf−1(·) as the inverse error function [34]. The resulting
metric is

ds2
∣∣
Rη

= − 2dudvξη + [R′
η(u − ūξ , rξη )]2dr2

ξη

+ R2
η(u − ūξ , rξη )dϕ2, (6)

with R′
η(u, r) = ∂rRη(u, r). In this coordinate system, the

metric explicitly exhibits asymptotic flatness within Rg, as
Rg(u, r) ∼ r for r → ∞. In the exterior region Rξ , the coor-
dinates (u, vξη, rξη, ϕ) are equivalent to the Minkowski ones:
v = vξη and r = rξη.

III. PARTICLE TRAJECTORIES

In the exterior region RM, particles travel with constant
velocity due to the flatness of the metric. However, their
trajectories are perturbed upon interacting with the GW. To
analyze this effect, we solve the geodesic equation within
the region Rg by using Eq. (2) and match these solutions
with the straight-line geodesics in RM at the boundaries u =
ūξ through the coordinate transformations (u, vξg, rξg, ϕ) �→
(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ).

We consider a particle that traverses Ra, Rg, and Rb while
remaining confined to the semiplane defined by ϕ = 0. Under
these assumptions, the general solution to the geodesic equa-
tion is

(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) = [cg,1s, cg,2s + cg,3 + Vg(cg,1s + cg,4, cg,5),

× Rg(cg,1s + cg,4, cg,5), 0] (7)

as detailed in Appendix B. The parameters cg,1, . . . , cg,5 are
determined by the boundary conditions. In addition to Eq. (7),
we also consider the geodesics in the exterior regions Ra and
Rb, which take the form

(u, vξg, rξg, ϕ) = (cξ,1s, cξ,2s + cξ,3, cξ,4s + cξ,5, 0). (8)

The matching conditions across the boundary between Rξ and
Rg are

cξ,1 = cg,1,

cξ,2 = cg,2 + cg,1

2
[Ṙg(ūξ + cg,4, cg,5)]2,

cξ,3 = cg,3 + Vg(ūξ + cg,4, cg,5)

− 1

2
[Ṙg(ūξ + cg,4, cg,5)]2ūξ ,

cξ,4 = cg,1Ṙg(ūξ + cg,4, cg,5),

cξ,5 = Rg(ūξ + cg,4, cg,5) − Ṙg(ūξ + cg,4, cg,5)ūξ . (9)
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We assume that the particle enters the region Rg at
the event (u, v, r, ϕ) = (ūa, v̄a, r̄a, 0) and will exit Rg at
(u, v, r, ϕ) = (ūb, v̄b, r̄b, 0). The initial and the final four ve-
locities are denoted as U |u=ūa = U u

a ∂u + U v
a ∂v + U r

a ∂r and
U |u=ūb = U u

b ∂u + U v
b ∂v + U r

b ∂r , respectively. The explicit
mapping of the initial data v̄a, r̄a,U u

a ,U v
a ,U r

a to the final quan-
tities v̄b, r̄b,U u

b ,U v
b ,U r

b can be derived by using Eq. (9) with
ξ = b and the inverse of Eq. (9) with ξ = a.

In the limit r̄a → ∞, the map (v̄a, r̄a,U u
a ,U v

a ,U r
a ) �→

(v̄b, r̄b,U u
b ,U v

b ,U r
b ) leads to U u

b ≈ U u
a , U v

b ≈ U v
a , and U r

b ≈
U r

a (see Appendix B), indicating that the test particle does
not accelerate in the asymptotic region, even when tran-
sitioning from Ra to Rb. As a result, the coordinate
system (u, v, r, ϕ) can be interpreted as a laboratory frame.
The map (v̄a, r̄a,U u

a ,U v
a ,U r

a ) �→ (v̄b, r̄b,U u
b ,U v

b ,U r
b ) thus de-

scribes the motion of a test particle relative to laboratory
particles situated far from the pulse.

We focus on the specific case where ε 
 1, corresponding
to weak gravitational effects. Also, we assume that the parti-
cle is initially at rest in Ra, meaning that U u

a = U v
a = 1/

√
2

and U r
a = 0. We find that, after interacting with the GW, the

particle is described by

v̄b ≈ v̄a + ūb − ūa − ε

[
1

2
+ ln

(
r̄a

r̄p

)]
(ūb − ūa),

r̄b ≈ r̄a − ε

2

(ūb − ūa)2

r̄a
, U u

b = 1√
2
,

U v
b ≈ 1√

2
+ ε2

2
√

2

(
ūb − ūa

r̄a

)2

, U r
b ≈ − ε√

2

ūb − ūa

r̄a
.

(10)

IV. SEQUENCE OF PULSES

In typical laboratory settings, the parameter ε is extremely
small, making it difficult to detect the perturbation in the par-
ticle trajectory. Nevertheless, the effect accumulates over the
passage of multiple pulses, ultimately becoming measurable.

Here, we examine the spacetime of a sequence of pulses
and its effect on the trajectory of a particle initially at rest
(Fig. 2). The jth pulse Pj and its associated GW are confined
to the region ū j < u < ū j + cτ/

√
2, where τ is the duration

of the pulse. We assume a constant repetition rate frep, such
that ū j = ū j−1 + c/

√
2 frep for all j. The interior and exterior

regions of each pulse are modeled by using the single-pulse
spacetime described in Sec. II, with successive pulses con-
nected by a shared in-between Minkowski spacetime.

The geodesics are locally described by Eq. (7) within the
interior regions and by Eq. (8) in the exterior regions. By
recursively applying Eq. (9) and its inverse at each boundary
u = ū j and u = ū j + cτ/

√
2, we derive the trajectory of a par-

ticle influenced by the GWs. The explicit recursive equation is
detailed in Appendix C. Here, we focus on the case where
ε 
 1, which allows for an analytic solution to the equation.

We assume that the particle begins interacting with the GW
of the first pulse at t = 0. At this initial moment, its position is
specified in Minkowski coordinates as z = z̄0 and r = r̄0. The
particle is assumed to be initially at rest, so its four velocity at
t = 0 is U |t=0 = c−1∂t . The time and position of the particle

FIG. 2. We consider a particle initially at rest with a radial co-
ordinate r = r̄0 [panel (a)]. As a consequence of the passage of
the pulse P1, the particle accelerates towards the pulse, acquiring a
nonzero radial component of its four-velocity U r

1 and experiencing a
radial displacement r̄1 − r̄0 < 0 [panel (b)]. The effect accumulates
with the sequential passage of additional pulses P2, . . . , Pj , leading
to a measurable radial displacement r̄ j − r̄0 at t = t̄ j [panel (c)].

when the ( j + 1)th GW arrives are denoted as t̄ j , z̄ j , and r̄ j .
At that moment, the four velocity is given by U |t=t̄ j = Ut

j ∂t +
U z

j ∂z + U r
j ∂r . As a result of our analysis, we find

t̄ j ≈ j
c

frep
− ε j

2

[
1

2
+ ln

(
r̄0

r̄p

)]
cτ,

z̄ j ≈ z̄0 − ε j

2

[
1

2
+ ln

(
r̄0

r̄p

)]
cτ,

r̄ j ≈ r̄0 − ε j( j + 1 − τ frep)

4

c2τ

r̄0 frep
(11)

and

Ut
j ≈ 1 + ε2 j2

8

c2τ 2

r̄2
0

, U z
j ≈ ε2 j2

8

c2τ 2

r̄2
0

, U r
j ≈ −ε j

2

cτ

r̄0
.

(12)

A large number of pulses ( j � 1) can partly compensate
for the weak gravitational interaction (ε 
 1). In the regime
where j � 1 and ε j 
 1, the perturbation to the particle
radial position becomes the dominant effect in Eqs. (11) and
(12), as it scales as |r̄ j − r̄0| ∼ ε j2:

r̄ j − r̄0 ≈ −ε j2

4

c2τ

r̄0 frep
. (13)

033079-4



CUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF LASER-GENERATED … PHYSICAL REVIEW RESEARCH 7, 033079 (2025)

FIG. 3. The cumulative effect of laser-generated gravitational
shock waves can be detected by using an interferometric setup con-
sisting of a beam splitter (BS), two mirrors (M1 and M2), and a
detector (D). Mirror M1 is designed to move freely along the direc-
tion perpendicular to the propagation of the pulses P1, . . . , Pj, . . .

which generate the gravitational field. The size of M1 must be smaller
than the size of each pulse Pj (approximately on the order of a
micron). The cumulative effects of the gravitational shock waves
on M1 produces a displacement that can be measured at D through
interference.

Figure 2 illustrates the cumulative radial displacement of the
particle caused by the sequence of pulses.

V. CONCLUDING REMARKS

To simulate an experimentally achievable scenario, we
consider an ultra-intense pulsed laser, with the following
parameters: I = 1022 W/cm2, r̄p = 5 µm, cτ = 20 µm, and
frep = 103 Hz. For the initial conditions, we assume r̄0 =
500 µm. After 36 million pulses (equivalent to 10 h of
operation), the radial position will show a perturbation of
approximately r̄36×106 − r̄0 ≈ −7 × 10−18 m.

The LIGO interferometer detected gravitational strains on
the order of 10−22 by using 4-km-long arms, corresponding
to a path length difference of approximately �L ∼ 10−19 m
(10−4 times the width of a proton) [1]. Based on our calcula-
tions, the displacement of a particle influenced by 36 million
pulses falls within this precision range. Additionally, the repe-
tition rate frep = 103 Hz lies within the sensitivity bandwidth
of LIGO, between 10 and 1000 Hz. This finding suggests
the feasibility of using an interferometric setup, as depicted
in Fig. 3, where one of the mirrors acts as the free-falling
particle. Our analysis demonstrates that such a setup allows
the measurement of the cumulative effect of laser-generated
gravitational shock waves using existing technology.

We remark that according to Eq. (13), the displacement
of the test particle scales quadratically with the number of
pulses j. Hence, increasing the observation time significantly
amplifies the effect. For example, a picometer displacement
can be achieved within one year of accumulation. Also, the
predicted signal may exhibit distinctive spectral features, par-
ticularly at integer multiples of the laser repetition rate. Their
specific distribution, which depends on the laser parameters,
along with the possibility of tuning those parameters and
observing the resulting changes in displacement, provides
a means to distinguish the signal from background noise.
Methods such as heterodyne mixing and lock-in detection can
be employed to enhance the signal-to-noise ratio by several

orders of magnitude. In addition, one can superimpose slow-
timescale modulations in the amplitude or the polarization
of the laser pulses to discern spectral features that further
improve measurement sensitivity.

These findings have important implications also for
quantum gravity, particularly in the context of measuring
gravitational effects arising from sources in quantum mechan-
ical superposition [35–38]. Light pulses may offer a promising
alternative to large masses as generators of gravitational fields
in quantum superpositions, especially given the current capa-
bility to produce cat states with laser beams [39]. Additionally,
the gravitational effects of these systems can only be under-
stood in the context of general relativity, thus offering a way
to probe quantum degrees of freedom of gravity as a field (see
Ref. [40], and references therein).

Finally, we outline that using light pulses—rather than
massive particles—to induce displacement not only serves as
a fundamental test of new solutions describing light-induced
gravity but also offers significant practical advantages. In par-
ticular, it enables Earth-based tests of general relativity by
leveraging the very high peak energy accessible with next-
generation lasers, as well as designing many new experiments
for testing fundamental and classical gravitation. Addition-
ally, ongoing advancements in generating cat states with laser
beams could also benefit future quantum gravity experiments.
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APPENDIX A: SPACETIME OF A SINGLE PULSE

In this section, we consider a cylindrical energy density
propagating at the speed of light. The spacetime is divided
into four distinct regions, corresponding to the interior of the
cylinder (Rp), the surrounding GW (Rg), and the exterior
regions before (Ra) and after (Rb) the passage of the pulse
and the GW. Cylindrical symmetry is assumed for both Rp

and Rg. In the remaining regions (Ra and Rb), the metric is
taken to be Minkowski due to the absence of any gravitational
source. We derive the global spacetime structure by solving
the Einstein equation, with continuity conditions imposed at
each boundary.

1. Light pulse

In this subsection, we examine the interior region
of the pulse Rp by using two distinct coordinate sys-
tems: Brinkmann coordinates and Rosen coordinates. The
Brinkmann coordinates are adapted to the cylindrical sym-
metry of Rp, whereas the Rosen coordinates are locally
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Minkowskian near hyperplanes of constant light-cone coor-
dinate u.

a. Brinkmann-pulse coordinates

Assuming a constant energy density traveling with the
speed of light, the spacetime can be locally represented
through the Brinkmann coordinates (tpg, zpg, rpg, ϕ) [25], with
the metric gμν given by

ds2
∣∣
Rp

= − 1
2κEr2

pg(cdtpg − dzpg)2 − c2dt2
pg + dz2

pg

+ dr2
pg + r2

pgdϕ2. (A1)

Here, κ is the Einstein gravitational constant, c is the speed of
light, and E is the energy density. In this coordinate system, tpg

appears as the time coordinate corresponding to the stationary
symmetry generated by the Killing vector field ∂tpg , whereas
zpg and ϕ act as cylindrical coordinates associated with the
cylindrical symmetry generated by the Killing vector fields
∂zpg and ∂ϕ .

The metric (A1) satisfies the Einstein equation Rμν −
Rgμν/2 = κTμν , where Rμν is the Ricci curvature tensor, R is
the scalar curvature, and Tμν is the stress-energy tensor with
the following nonzero components: T00 = c2E , T01 = T10 =
−cE , and T11 = E . As a type (2, 0) tensor, T can be expressed
as

T |Rp
= E

c2
∂tpg ⊗ ∂tpg + E

c
∂tpg ⊗ ∂zpg + E

c
∂zpg ⊗ ∂tpg

+ E∂zpg ⊗ ∂zpg . (A2)

This stress-energy tensor represents a uniform energy density
E traveling at the speed of light along the zpg direction.

A practical realization of Eq. (A2) can be achieved by using
a circularly polarized monochromatic plane wave described
by the electromagnetic four-potential

A =A
[
cos(kctpg − kzpg − ϕ)drpg

+ sin(kctpg − kzpg − ϕ)rpgdϕ
]
, (A3)

where A is the amplitude and k is the wave number. By
computing the corresponding electromagnetic stress-energy
tensor

T μν = − 1

μ0

(
FμρF ν

ρ + 1

4
gμνFρσ Fρσ

)
, (A4)

with Fμν = ∂μAν − ∂νAμ as the electromagnetic field tensor
and μ0 as the vacuum permeability, we recover Eq. (A2) with
E = A2k2/μ0. It is also possible to check that Fμν and gμν

satisfy the Maxwell equation in curved spacetime ∇μFμν =
0. From Eq. (A2), the Poynting vector is found to be S =
E∂zpg . Accordingly, the intensity of the electromagnetic field is
I = cE .

Expressed in light-cone coordinates u = (ctpg − zpg)/
√

2
and vpg = (ctpg + zpg)/

√
2, Eq. (A1) becomes

ds2
∣∣
Rp

= −κEr2
pgdu2 − 2dudvpg + dr2

pg + r2
pgdϕ2. (A5)

Analogously, the stress-energy tensor (A2) becomes T |Rp =
E∂vpg ⊗ ∂vpg . In this coordinate system, we assume that the
region Rp confining the pulse is a cylinder defined by u ∈
[ūa, ūb] and rpg ∈ [0, r̄p] for some ūa, ūb, and r̄p.

b. Rosen-pulse coordinates

As an alternative to the Brinkmann coordinates
(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ), the Rosen coordinate system (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ)
[28] can be adopted to describe the region Rp, with the metric
gμν expressed as

ds2
∣∣
Rp∩Dξ

= − 2dudvξp + {cos[
√

κE (u − ūξ )]}2

× (
dr2

ξp + r2
ξpdϕ2

)
. (A6)

Here, the parameter ūξ can take any real value, resulting in
a family of coordinate systems (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ), each corre-
sponding to a different phase ūξ in Eq. (A6). In this work,
we focus on the specific cases where ūξ = ūa or ūb. For any
given ūξ , the region Dξ specifies where the metric remains
nonsingular. By convention, we choose the neighborhood of
u = ūξ , corresponding to

√
κE |u − ūξ | < π/2.

The transformation between the two coordinate systems
(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) and (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) is given by

(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ)

= [u, vξp + Vp(u − ūξ , rξp), Rp(u − ūξ , rξp), ϕ], (A7)

where Vp(u, r) and Rp(u, r) are defined as

Vp(u, r) = − 1
4

√
κE sin(2

√
κEu)r2,

Rp(u, r) = cos(
√

κEu)r. (A8)

This can be verified by substituting Eq. (A7) into the metric
(A5), resulting in

ds2
∣∣
Rp

= {
[Ṙp(u − ūξ , rξp)]2 − κER2

p(u − ūξ , rξp) − 2V̇p(u − ūξ , rξp)
}
d2u − 2dudvξp

+ 2[Ṙp(u − ūξ , rξp)R′
p(u − ūξ , rξp) − V ′

p (u − ūξ , rξp)]dudrξp + [R′
p(u − ūξ , rξp)]2dr2

ξp + R2
p(u − ūξ , rξp)dϕ2, (A9)

with Ṙp(u, r) = ∂uRp(u, r), V̇p(u, r) = ∂uVp(u, r), R′
p(u, r) = ∂rRp(u, r), V ′

p (u, r) = ∂rVp(u, r). By using Eq. (A8), one can
compute these derivatives and confirm that the result matches Eq. (A6).

Notice that around u = ūξ , the metric can be approximated as

ds2
∣∣
Rp∩Dξ

= − 2dudvξp + {1 + O[ (u − ūξp)2]}
× (

dr2
ξp + r2

ξpdϕ2
)
. (A10)
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This implies that (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) is a Fermi coordinate system
at any point in u = ūξ within Rp.

By selecting ūξ = ūa and ūξ = ūb, we define the particular
Rosen coordinate systems (u, vap, rap, ϕ) and (u, vbp, rbp, ϕ),
such that

ds2
∣∣
Rp∩Da

= − 2dudvap + {cos[
√

κE (u − ūa)]}2

× (
dr2

ap + r2
apdϕ2

)
,

ds2
∣∣
Rp∩Db

= − 2dudvbp + {cos[
√

κE (u − ūb)]}2

× (
dr2

bp + r2
bpdϕ2

)
. (A11)

The approximation

ds2
∣∣
Rp∩Da

= − 2dudvap + {1 + O[(u − ūa)2]}
× (

dr2
ap + r2

apdϕ2
)
,

ds2
∣∣
Rp∩Db

= − 2dudvbp + {1 + O[(u − ūb)2]}
× (

dr2
bp + r2

bpdϕ2
)
. (A12)

will be used in Appendix A 3 a to extend these coordinates be-
yond the respective boundaries u = ūa and u = ūb and connect
the pulse region Rp with the exterior Minkowski spacetime.

2. Gravitational wave

The emission of the pulse is expected to generate a GW
propagating in the same direction as the pulse and with the
same planar wave front. To explore this effect, we focus on
the region Rg, defined as the radial extension of Rp beyond its
boundary at rpg = r̄p. Similarly to Appendix A 1, we employ
two coordinate systems in this region: one based on the as-
sumed cylindrical symmetry of Rg and the other being locally
Minkowskian near hyperplanes of constant u.

a. Extending the Brinkmann-pulse coordinates to the GW region

In Appendix A 1 a, we introduced the Brinkmann coor-
dinates (u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) to describe the interior region of the
pulse Rp. A key advantage of this coordinate system is that
it explicitly shows the stationary and cylindrical symmetry of
Rp through the coordinates tpg = (vpg + u)/

√
2, zpg = (vpg −

u)/
√

2, and ϕ, along with the corresponding Killing vector
fields ∂tpg , ∂zpg and ∂ϕ . These symmetries naturally lead to the
use of rpg as the radial coordinate to define the boundary of
the pulse at rpg = r̄p, separating the regions Rp and Rg. In
this subsection, we extend the Brinkmann coordinate system
(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) from Rp to Rg while preserving the symme-
tries.

We derive the metric in Rg by solving the vacuum Einstein
equations while imposing stationary and cylindrical symme-
tries, and ensuring continuity conditions at the boundary rpg =
r̄p. We use the ansatz of Brinkmann coordinate system

ds2
∣∣
Rg

= −�(rpg)du2 − 2dudvpg + dr2
pg + r2

pgdϕ2. (A13)

This form ensures that ∂u, ∂vpg , and ∂ϕ are Killing vector fields
in Rg. The metric in Eq. (A13) solves the vacuum Einstein

equations Rμν − Rgμν/2 = 0 provided that �(rpg) satisfies
the differential equation

�′′(rpg) + �′(rpg)

rpg
= 0. (A14)

A unique solution to Eq. (A14) is determined by im-
posing continuity conditions for the metric at the boundary
rpg = r̄p up to first-order derivatives. We allow discontinuities
in second-order derivatives due to the stress-energy tensor,
which is nonzero in Rp and zero in Rg. Since the Einstein
equations are second-order partial differential equations, these
discontinuities manifest in the second derivatives of the metric
at rpg = r̄p.

To impose the continuity condition, we consider the Taylor
expansion of Eq. (A5)

ds2
∣∣
Rp

= − ε

[
1 + 2

r̄p
(rpg − r̄p) + O[(rpg − r̄p)]2

]
du2

− 2dudvpg + dr2
pg + r2

pgdϕ2, (A15)

with ε = κE r̄2
p . Requiring that the metric in Rg matches this

expansion at rpg = r̄p we write

ds2
∣∣
Rg

= − ε

[
1 + 2

r̄p
(rpg − r̄p) + O[(rpg − r̄p)2]

]
du2

− 2dudvpg + dr2
pg + r2

pgdϕ2. (A16)

By imposing Eq. (A16), we obtain �(rpg) = ε[1 +
2 ln(rpg/r̄p)] as the unique solution for Eq. (A14). Thus,
the metric in Rg takes the form

ds2
∣∣
Rg

= − ε

[
1 + 2 ln

(
rpg

r̄p

)]
du2 − 2dudvpg + dr2

pg

+ r2
pgdϕ2. (A17)

b. Rosen-GW coordinates

In Appendix A 1 b, we introduced the Rosen-pulse coordi-
nates (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) in Rp. At u = ūξ , the associated metric
(A6) can be locally approximated by the Minkowski metric.
Here, we define the Rosen-GW coordinates (u, vξg, rξg, ϕ) by
requiring that the metric in Rg takes the form

ds2
∣∣
Rg

= − 2dudvξg + [R′
g(u − ūξ , rξg)]2dr2

ξg

+ R2
g(u − ūξ , rξg)dϕ2 (A18)

for some function Rg(u, r) and that, at u = ūξ , the metric is
locally Minkowskian:

ds2
∣∣
Rg

= − 2dudvξg + {1 + O
[
(u − ūξg)2

]}
× (

dr2
ξg + r2

ξgdϕ2
)
. (A19)

By using the ansatz

(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ)

= [u, vξg + Vg(u − ūξ , rξg), Rg(u − ūξ , rξg), ϕ], (A20)
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in Eq. (A17), we obtain the metric

ds2
∣∣
Rg

=
{
−2ε ln

[
Rg(u − ūξ , rξg)

r̄p

]
− ε + [Ṙg(u − ūξ , rξg)]2 − 2V̇g(u − ūξ , rξg)

}
du2 − 2dudvξg

+ 2[Ṙg(u − ūξ , rξg)R′
g(u − ūξ , rξg) − V ′

g (u − ūξ , rξg)]dudrξg + [R′
g(u − ūξ , rξg)]2dr2

ξg + R2
g(u − ūξ , rξg)dϕ2.

(A21)

To match this solution with Eq. (A18), the following differen-
tial equations must be satisfied:

−2ε ln

[
Rg(u − ūξ , rξg)

r̄p

]
− ε + [Ṙg(u − ūξ , rξg)]2

−2V̇g(u − ūξ , rξg) = 0, (A22a)

Ṙg(u − ūξ , rξg)R′
g(u − ūξ , rξg) − V ′

g (u − ūξ , rξg) = 0.

(A22b)

The boundary conditions are determined by matching
Eq. (A21) with Eq. (A19), resulting in Rg(0, rξg) = 0 and
R′

g(0, rξg) = 0.
By differentiating Eq. (A22a) with respect to the variable

rξg and Eq. (A22b) with respect to u, the two equations decou-
ple and give a single differential equation for Rg(u − ūξ , rξg):

R̈g(u − ūξ , rξg)Rg(u − ūξ , rξg) + ε = 0. (A23)

The solution to this equation, subject to the boundary condi-
tions Rg(0, rξg) = 0 and R′

g(0, rξg) = 0, is given by

Rg(u, r) = exp

⎧⎨
⎩−

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

u

r

)]2
⎫⎬
⎭r. (A24)

By substituting Eq. (A24) into Eq. (A22), we finally obtain

Vg(u, r) = −
√

2ε erf−1

(√
2ε

π

u

r

)

× exp

⎧⎨
⎩−

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

u

r

)]2
⎫⎬
⎭r

+ ε

2

[
1 − 2 ln

(
r

r̄p

)]
u. (A25)

3. Exterior regions

The pulse and the GW are confined within ūa � u � ūb. In
this section, we extend our analysis beyond these boundaries,
examining the two exterior regions Ra and Rb, respectively
defined by u < ūa and u > ūb.

a. Extending the Rosen-pulse coordinates

In this subsection, we extend the Rosen-pulse coordi-
nates (u, vap, rap, ϕ) and (u, vbp, rbp, ϕ), introduced in Ap-
pendix. A 1 b, to the exterior regions Ra and Rb, respectively.
Near the respective boundaries u = ūa and u = ūb, the metric
given by Eq. (A11) can be approximated as in Eq. (A12). To
satisfy continuity conditions, the metric in the exterior regions

Ra and Rb, must approximate as

ds2
∣∣
Ra

= − 2dudvap + {1 + O[(u − ūa)2]}
× (

dr2
ap + r2

apdϕ2
)
,

ds2
∣∣
Rb

= − 2dudvbp + {1 + O[(u − ūb)2]}
× (

dr2
bp + r2

bpdϕ2). (A26)

Discontinuities in the second-order derivatives arise from the
stress-energy tensor, which is uniformly nonzero in Rp and
identically zero in Ra and Rb.

In addition to the boundary conditions (A26) at u = ūa and
u = ūb, we impose initial conditions on the metric gμν in Ra

and Rb by assuming that, at past null infinity (i.e., u → −∞
and vξp → −∞), gμν reduces to the Minkowski metric. Also,
we assume that the stress-energy tensor is zero throughout
the entire exterior region Ra ∪ Rb. Under these conditions,
we find that in the regions Ra and Rb, the respective coordi-
nates (u, vap, rap, ϕ) and (u, vbp, rbp, ϕ) describe a Minkowski
spacetime:

ds2
∣∣
Ra

= −2dudvap + dr2
ap + r2

apdϕ2,

ds2
∣∣
Rb

= −2dudvbp + dr2
bp + r2

bpdϕ2. (A27)

b. Extending the Rosen-GW coordinates

To extend the Rosen-GW coordinates (u, vag, rag, ϕ) and
(u, vbg, rbg, ϕ) into Ra and Rb, respectively, we follow the
same approach as in Appendix A 3 a. We use Eq. (A19) for
any ξ ∈ {a, b} and impose the continuity condition at u = ūξ ,
which leads to

ds2
∣∣
Ra

= − 2dudvag + {1 + O[(u − ūa)2]}
× (

dr2
ag + r2

agdϕ2
)
,

ds2
∣∣
Rb

= − 2dudvbg + {1 + O[(u − ūb)2]}
× (

dr2
bg + r2

bgdϕ2
)
. (A28)

Additionally, we assume that at past null infinity of Ra and
Rb, the coordinates (u, vag, rag, ϕ) and (u, vbg, rbg, ϕ) de-
scribe a Minkowski spacetime. As a result, we obtain

ds2
∣∣
Ra

= −2dudvag + dr2
ag + r2

agdϕ2,

ds2
∣∣
Rb

= −2dudvbg + dr2
bg + r2

bgdϕ2. (A29)

In each region ξ ∈ {a, b}, both the Rosen-pulse coordinates
(u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) and the Rosen-GW coordinates (u, vξg, rξg, ϕ)
describe a Minkowski spacetime. Hence, there must ex-
ist a Poincaré transformation mapping (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) �→

033079-8



CUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF LASER-GENERATED … PHYSICAL REVIEW RESEARCH 7, 033079 (2025)

(u, vξg, rξg, ϕ), such that

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

(vξg + u)/
√

2
rξg cos(ϕ)
rξg sin(ϕ)

(vξg − u)/
√

2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ = �

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

(vξp + u)/
√

2
rξp cos(ϕ)
rξp sin(ϕ)

(vξp − u)/
√

2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠+ α, (A30)

where � is a Lorentz matrix and α is a four-vector rep-
resenting a translation. However, such a transformation
reduces to the identity map (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) = (u, vξg, rξg, ϕ).
This can be verified by noticing that the transfor-
mations (u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) �→ (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) [Eq. (A7)] and
(u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) �→ (u, vξg, rξg, ϕ) [Eq. (A20)] reduce to the
identity when u = ūξ . Hence, in the limit u → ūξ and
rpg → r̄p, the two coordinate systems (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) and
(u, vξg, rξg, ϕ) coincide. The only Poincaré transformation

(�,α) satisfying⎛
⎜⎜⎝

(vξp + ūξ )/
√

2
r̄p cos(ϕ)
r̄p sin(ϕ)

(vξp − ūξ )/
√

2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠ = �

⎛
⎜⎜⎝

(vξp + ūξ )/
√

2
r̄p cos(ϕ)
r̄p sin(ϕ)

(vξp − ūξ )/
√

2

⎞
⎟⎟⎠+ α (A31)

for any vξp and ϕ is the identity map (�,α) = (I, 0).
Since the two coordinate systems (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ) and

(u, vξg, rξg, ϕ) are identical in each region Rξ , we define a
unified coordinate system (u, v, r, ϕ) such that

(u, v, r, ϕ)|Rξ
= (u, vξp, rξp, ϕ)|Rξ

= (u, vξg, rξg, ϕ)|Rξ
.

(A32)
These coordinates describe the exterior region Ra ∪ Rb as a
Minkowski spacetime

ds2
∣∣
Ra∪Rb

= −2dudv + dr2 + r2dϕ2. (A33)

APPENDIX B: PARTICLE TRAJECTORIES

In Appendix A, we described the metric associated with a single pulse. In this Appendix, we use that metric to derive the
corresponding geodesics. Our focus is on particles traversing the GW region Rg. We show how the trajectory of particles is
perturbed by the passage of the GW.

1. Particles propagating inside the GW

In this subsection, we derive the general trajectory of a particle traveling within Rg with a constant angular coordinate ϕ = 0.
By using Eq. (A5), we solve the geodesic equation

d2xρ

ds2
+ �ρ

μν

dxμ

ds

dxν

ds
= 0 (B1)

for a particle moving in Rg. The trajectory is described by using the coordinate system (u, vpg, rpg, ϕ) and parametrized by s as
[x0(s), x1(s), x2(s), x3(s)] = [u(s), vpg(s), rpg(s), ϕ(s)]. The Christoffel symbols �ρ

μν are determined from the metric (A5).
By imposing the condition ϕ(s) = 0, the geodesic equations (B1) reduce to

u′′(s) = 0, v′′
pg(s) = −2ε

u′(s)r′
pg(s)

rpg(s)
, r′′

pg(s) = −ε
[u′(s)]2

rpg(s)
. (B2)

The first equation in (B2) leads to two cases: u(s) being constant [u(s) = ūγ ] and u(s) being linear in s. In the constant case,
the four-velocity U μ = dxμ/ds satisfies U μ(s)Uμ(s) = [r′

pg(s)]2. The condition of no superluminality U μ(s)Uμ(s) � 0 implies
that rpg(s) must be constant [denoted as rpg(s) = r̄γ ] and the particle must be massless. For constant u(s), the second equation in
(B2) simplifies to v′′

pg(s) = 0, which implies that vpg(s) is linear in s. By choosing a convenient affine parametrization, we can
write vpg(s) = s. Hence, the general solution to Eq. (B2) for constant u(s) is

[u(s), vpg(s), rpg(s), ϕ(s)]|Rg = (ūγ , s, r̄γ , 0), (B3)

which describes the trajectory of a massless particle traveling in the same direction as the pulse.
If u(s) is not constant, the first equation in (B2) implies that u(s) must be linear in s. We can translate s to write u(s) = cg,1s,

where cg,1 is a nonzero constant. Under this assumption, the second and third equations simplify to

v′′
pg(s) = −2εcg,1

r′
pg(s)

rpg(s)
, r′′

pg(s) = − εc2
g,1

rpg(s)
. (B4)

The solutions to these equations are given by

vpg(s) = cg,2s + cg,3 + Vg(cg,1s + cg,4, cg,5), rpg(s) = Rg(cg,1s + cg,4, cg,5), (B5)

where the functions Vg(u, r) and Rg(u, r) are defined in Eqs. (A25) and (A24). Thus, the general solution to Eq. (B2) for
nonconstant u(s) and constant ϕ(s) = 0 is

[u(s), vpg(s), rpg(s), ϕ(s)]|Rg = [cg,1s, cg,2s + cg,3 + Vg(cg,1s + cg,4, cg,5), Rg(cg,1s + cg,4, cg,5), 0]. (B6)
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The corresponding four-velocity is

U (s)|Rg
= cg,1∂u +

⎧⎨
⎩cg,2 − εcg,1 + 2εcg,1

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,1s + cg,4

cg,5

)]2

+ ε

2
cg,1

[
1 − 2 ln

(
cg,5

r̄p

)]⎫⎬
⎭∂vpg

−
√

2εcg,1erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,1s + cg,4

cg,5

)
∂rpg . (B7)

2. Particle-GW interaction

In this subsection, we assume that the particle, initially traveling in the Minkowski region Ra, crosses the boundary between
Ra and Rg. Then, it exits Rg and enters the other Minkowski region Rb, where its trajectory will differ from the initial one.
Throughout its motion, the particle never enters the region Rp.

In the Minkowski spacetime, geodesics are straight lines. In particular, particles traveling in the semiplane ϕ = 0 are described
by

[u(s), v(s), r(s), ϕ(s)]|Ra
= (ca,1s, ca,2s + ca,3, ca,4s + ca,5, 0),

[u(s), v(s), r(s), ϕ(s)]|Rb
= (cb,1s, cb,2s + cb,3, cb,4s + cb,5, 0). (B8)

To extend these geodesics into Rg across the boundaries u = ūa and u = ūb, we use the coordinate transformations (A20)
and (A32) and impose the continuity conditions [u(s), vξg(s), rξg(s), ϕ(s)]|Rg = [u(s), vξg(s), rξg(s), ϕ(s)]|Rξ

and U (s)|Rg =
U (s)|Rξ

at u = ūξ for any ξ ∈ {a, b}, which lead to

cg,1 = cξ,1, cg,2 = cξ,2 − c2
ξ,4

2cξ,1
,

cg,3 = cξ,3 − cξ,4

cξ,1

(
cξ,5 + cξ,4

2cξ,1
ūξ

)

−
√

π

2
√

2ε
exp

(
c2
ξ,4

2εc2
ξ,1

)
erf

(
cξ,4√
2εcξ,1

)[
c2
ξ,4

c2
ξ,1

− ε + 2ε ln

(
cξ,1cξ,5 + cξ,4ūξ

cξ,1r̄p

)](
cξ,5 + cξ,4

cξ,1
ūξ

)
,

cg,4 = −ūξ −
√

π

2ε
exp

(
c2
ξ,4

2εc2
ξ,1

)
erf

(
cξ,4√
2εcξ,1

)(
cξ,5 + cξ,4

cξ,1
ūξ

)
, cg,5 = exp

(
c2
ξ,4

2εc2
ξ,1

)(
cξ,5 + cξ,4

cξ,1
ūξ

)
. (B9)

The inverse map (cg,1, . . . , cg,5) �→ (cξ,1, . . . , cξ,5) is

cξ,1 = cg,1, cξ,2 = cg,2 + εcg,1

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,4 + ūξ

cg,5

)]2

,

cξ,3 = cg,3 + ε

2

(
cg,4 + ūξ

)−
√

2ε exp

⎧⎨
⎩−

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,4 + ūξ

cg,5

)]2
⎫⎬
⎭erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,4 + ūξ

cg,5

)
cg,5

− ε

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,4 + ūξ

cg,5

)]2

ūξ − ε ln

(
cg,5

r̄p

)
(cg,4 + ūξ ),

cξ,4 = −
√

2εcg,1erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,4 + ūξ

cg,5

)
,

cξ,5 = exp

⎧⎨
⎩−

[
erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,4 + ūξ

cg,5

)]2
⎫⎬
⎭cg,5 +

√
2ε erf−1

(√
2ε

π

cg,4 + ūξ

cg,5

)
ūξ . (B10)

This expression simplifies to Eq. (9) upon using Eqs. (A24) and (A25).
We assume that the event in which the particle is hit by the GW is given by (u, v, r, ϕ) = (ūa, v̄a, r̄a, 0). At that moment, the

particle has the four-velocity U = U u
a ∂u + U v

a ∂v + U r
a ∂r . Consequently, the parameters (ca,1, . . . , ca,5) are given by

ca,1 = U u
a , ca,2 = U v

a , ca,3 = v̄a − U v
a

U u
a

ūa, ca,4 = U r
a , ca,5 = r̄a − U r

a

U u
a

ūa. (B11)
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After being hit by the GW, the particle will be found in (u, v, r, ϕ) = (ūb, v̄b, r̄b, 0) with four-velocity U = U u
b ∂u + U v

b ∂v + U r
b ∂r .

By using Eq. (B8) with ξ = b, we can express (v̄b, r̄b,U u
b ,U v

b ,U r
b ) in terms of the parameters (cb,1, . . . cb,5), resulting in

v̄b = cb,3 + cb,2

cb,1
ūb, r̄b = cb,5 + cb,4

cb,1
ūb, U u

b = cb,1, U v
b = cb,2, U r

b = cb,4. (B12)

To express the final parameters (v̄b, r̄b,U u
b ,U v

b ,U r
b ) in terms of the initial data (v̄a, r̄a,U u

a ,U v
a ,U r

a ), we substitute Eq. (B11)
into Eq. (B9) for ξ = a and use the resulting equation in Eq. (B10) for ξ = b. Finally, we apply this result to Eq. (B12) and
obtain

v̄b = v̄a − U r
a

U u
a

r̄a +
[

U v
a

U u
a

−
(

U r
a

U u
a

)2

+ ε

2
− ε ln

(
r̄a

r̄p

)]
(ūb − ūa)

+
√

2ε erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)}

× exp

⎡
⎣ 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2

−
(

erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)})2
⎤
⎦r̄a,

r̄b = exp

⎡
⎣ 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2

−
(

erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)})2
⎤
⎦r̄a,

U u
b =U u

a , U v
b = U v

a − (U r
a )2

2U u
a

+ ε

(
erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)})2

U u
a ,

U r
b =

√
2εerf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)}
U u

a . (B13)

The limit r̄a → ∞ results in U u
b ≈ U u

a , U v
b ≈ U v

a , and U r
b ≈ U r

a , as stated in Sec. III. Also, the limit ε → 0 of Eq. (B13),
evaluated at the first nontrivial order and under the assumption of U u

a = U v
a = 1/

√
2 and U r

a = 0 leads to Eq. (10).
After interacting with the GW, the particle continues to move through the Minkowski spacetime Rb at a constant velocity.

At any u = ūc > ūb and before crossing the center at r = 0, the particle will be found in (u, v, r, ϕ) = (ūc, v̄c, r̄c, 0) with four-
velocity U = U u

c ∂u + U v
c ∂v + U r

c ∂r given by

v̄c = v̄a − U r
a

U u
a

r̄a + U v
a

U u
a

(ūc − ūa) −
(

U r
a

U u
a

)2 ūc + ūb − 2ūa

2
+
[

ε

2
− ε ln

(
r̄a

r̄p

)]
(ūb − ūa)

+
√

2ε erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)}

× exp

⎡
⎣ 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2

−
(

erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)})2
⎤
⎦r̄a

+ ε

(
erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)})2

(ūc − ūb),

r̄c = exp

⎡
⎣ 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2

−
(

erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)})2
⎤
⎦r̄a

+
√

2ε erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)}
(ūc − ūb),

U u
c = U u

a , U v
c = U v

a − (U r
a )2

2U u
a

+ ε

(
erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)})2

U u
a ,

U r
c =

√
2ε erf−1

{
−
√

2ε

π
exp

[
− 1

2ε

(
U r

a

U u
a

)2
]

ūb − ūa

r̄a
+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
a

U u
a

)}
U u

a . (B14)
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APPENDIX C: SEQUENCE OF PULSES

In this section, we consider a sequence of pulses, each with a fixed duration τ , produced at a repetition rate frep. The jth pulse
is confined within u ∈ [−z̄0/

√
2 + ( j − 1)c/

√
2 frep,−z̄0/

√
2 + ( j − 1)c/

√
2 frep + cτ/

√
2], where z̄0 denotes the position of

the first pulse at time t = 0. We study the motion of a particle initially at rest and subsequently influenced by the sequence of
pulses. At t = 0, the particle interacts with the gravitational field of the first pulse. It is assumed that, during the observation
period, the particle neither enters the pulses nor crosses the center r = 0. Its trajectory is determined by applying the results from
Appendix B 2 to each spacetime region defined by u ∈ [−z̄0/

√
2 + ( j − 1)c/

√
2 frep,−z̄0/

√
2 + jc/

√
2 frep], and by patching the

solutions across the boundaries at u = −z̄0/
√

2 + jc/
√

2 frep.
The trajectory of the particle is described by using the sequences (−z̄0/

√
2 + jc/

√
2 frep, v̄ j, r̄ j, 0) and Uj =

(U u
j ,U v

j ,U r
j , 0), indicating the position and the four-velocity at the beginning of the passage of the ( j + 1)th GW in

terms of the Minkowski coordinates (u, v, r, ϕ). The recursive formula defining (v̄ j, r̄ j,U u
j ,U v

j ,U r
j ) can be obtained by

replacing ūc �→ [−z̄0 + jc/ frep]/
√

2, ūb �→ [−z̄0 + ( j − 1)c/ frep + cτ ]/
√

2, ūa �→ [−z̄0 + ( j − 1)c/ frep]/
√

2, v̄c �→ v̄ j, r̄c �→
r̄ j,U u

c �→ U u
j ,U v

c �→ U v
j ,U r

c �→ U r
j , v̄a �→ v̄ j−1, r̄a �→ r̄ j−1,U u

a �→ U u
j−1,U v

a �→ U v
j−1,U r

a �→ U r
j−1 into Eq. (B14). The result-

ing equations explicitly read

v̄ j = v̄ j−1 − U r
j−1

U u
j−1

r̄ j−1 + 1√
2

c

frep

U v
j−1

U u
j−1

− 1

2
√

2

(
c

frep
+ cτ

)(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2

+ εcτ√
2

[
1

2
− ln

(
r̄ j−1

r̄p

)]

+
√

2ε erf−1

⎧⎨
⎩−

√
ε

π

cτ

r̄ j−1
exp

⎡
⎣− 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2
⎤
⎦+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
j−1

U u
j−1

)⎫⎬
⎭

× exp

⎡
⎢⎣ 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2

−
⎛
⎝erf−1

⎧⎨
⎩−

√
ε

π

cτ

r̄ j−1
exp

⎡
⎣− 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2
⎤
⎦+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
j−1

U u
j−1

)⎫⎬
⎭
⎞
⎠

2
⎤
⎥⎦r̄ j−1

+ ε√
2

⎛
⎝erf−1

⎧⎨
⎩−

√
ε

π

cτ

r̄ j−1
exp

⎡
⎣− 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2
⎤
⎦+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
j−1

U u
j−1

)⎫⎬
⎭
⎞
⎠

2(
c

frep
− cτ

)
,

r̄ j = exp

⎡
⎢⎣ 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2

−
⎛
⎝erf−1

⎧⎨
⎩−

√
ε

π

cτ

r̄ j−1
exp

⎡
⎣− 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2
⎤
⎦+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
j−1

U u
j−1

)⎫⎬
⎭
⎞
⎠

2
⎤
⎥⎦r̄ j−1

+ √
ε erf−1

⎧⎨
⎩−

√
ε

π

cτ

r̄ j−1
exp

⎡
⎣− 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2
⎤
⎦+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
j−1

U u
j−1

)⎫⎬
⎭
(

c

frep
− cτ

)
,

U u
j =U u

j−1, U v
j = U v

j−1 −
(
U r

j−1

)2

2U u
j−1

+ ε

⎛
⎝erf−1

⎧⎨
⎩−

√
ε

π

cτ

r̄ j−1
exp

⎡
⎣− 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2
⎤
⎦+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
j−1

U u
j−1

)⎫⎬
⎭
⎞
⎠

2

U u
j−1,

U r
j =

√
2ε erf−1

⎧⎨
⎩−

√
ε

π

cτ

r̄ j−1
exp

⎡
⎣− 1

2ε

(
U r

j−1

U u
j−1

)2
⎤
⎦+ erf

(√
1

2ε

U r
j−1

U u
j−1

)⎫⎬
⎭U u

j−1. (C1)

The initial conditions are imposed by assuming v̄0 = z̄0/
√

2, U u
0 = 1/

√
2, U v

0 = 1/
√

2, U r
0 = 0, and by choosing the initial

position through z̄0 and r̄0.
Equation (C1) cannot be solved explicitly, unless we consider the weak gravity approximation (ε 
 1). To obtain such a

result, we expand each variable as

v̄ j = v̄ j,0 + εv̄ j,1 + O(ε2),

r̄ j = r̄ j,0 + εr̄ j,1 + O(ε2),

U u
j = U u

j,0 + εU u
j,1 + O(ε2),

U v
j = U v

j,0 + εU v
j,1 + ε2U v

j,2 + O(ε3),

U r
j = U r

j,0 + εU r
j,1 + O(ε2). (C2)
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The initial conditions are

v̄0,0 = z̄0√
2
, v̄0,1 = 0, r̄0,0 = r̄0, r̄0,1 = 0,

U u
0,0 = 1√

2
, U u

0,1 = 0, U v
0,0 = 1√

2
, U v

0,1 = 0,

U v
0,2 = 0, U r

0,0 = 0, U r
0,1 = 0. (C3)

By imposing the ansatz U r
j,0 = 0 and by plugging Eq. (C2) into Eq. (C1), we obtain the recursive formula

v̄ j,0 = v̄ j−1,0 + 1√
2

U v
j−1,0

U u
j−1,0

c

frep
,

v̄ j,1 = v̄ j−1,1 − 1√
2

[
1

2
+ ln

(
r̄ j−1,0

r̄p

)]
cτ + 1√

2

⎡
⎣U v

j−1,1

U u
j−1,0

− U u
j−1,1U

v
j−1,0(

U u
j−1,0

)2

⎤
⎦ c

frep
,

r̄ j,0 = r̄ j−1,0,

r̄ j,1 = r̄ j−1,1 + 1√
2

c

frep

U r
j−1,1

U u
j−1,0

+ 1

2

(
c2τ 2

2
− c2τ

frep

)
1

r̄ j−1,0
,

U u
j,0 = U u

j−1,0, U u
j,1 = U u

j−1,1, U v
j,0 = U v

j−1,0, U v
j,1 = U v

j−1,1,

U v
j,2 = U v

j−1,2 +
(

U u
j−1,0

4

cτ

r̄ j−1,0
− U r

j−1,1√
2

)
cτ

r̄ j−1,0
,

U r
j,0 = 0, U r

j,1 = U r
j−1,1 − U u

j−1,0√
2

cτ

r̄ j−1,0
. (C4)

The solution of Eq. (C4) with initial conditions given by Eq. (C3) is

v̄ j,0 = z̄0√
2

+ j√
2

c

frep
,

v̄ j,1 = − j√
2

[
1

2
+ ln

(
r̄0

r̄p

)]
cτ,

r̄ j,0 = r̄0, r̄ j,1 = j

4

c2τ 2

r̄0
− j( j + 1)

4

c2τ

r̄0 frep
,

U u
j,0 = 1√

2
, U u

j,1 = 0, U v
j,0 = 1√

2
, U v

j,1 = 0,

U v
j,2 = j2

4
√

2

c2τ 2

r̄2
0

, U r
j,0 = 0, U r

j,1 = − j

2

cτ

r̄0
. (C5)

This proves Eqs. (11) and (12).
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