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In the abstract and in the second-to-last paragraph on page 4 we state that the measurement of the 24MgIð3s3pÞ3P2
lifetime of 2050þ140

�110 sec to our knowledge is the longest lifetime ever determined in a laboratory environment. Since the

publication of our Letter it has come to our attention that the longest lifetime measured in a laboratory environment is in
fact the one presented in [1], in which the authors determine the lifetime of the first excited state of helium to be
7870� 510 sec .
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