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Under chiral effective field theory, we study the S-waveDD� interactions up to second chiral order at one-
loop level, which contain full contact, one-pion-exchange (OPE) and two-pion-exchange (TPE) contributions.
Here, we adopt a new subtraction scheme of the two-particle-reducible contributions and attempt different
regularization schemes uniquely for the TPE contributions since they are highly divergent on the momentum
transfer. Under these schemes, we conclude that, in the I ¼ 0 channel, the TPE contribution is repulsive, then
the competition between this powerful repulsing TPE and the other two (contact and OPE) results in a quite
weak attraction. This explains why Tcc has an extremely small binding energy if treated as the I ¼ 0 DD�

bound state. This feature resembles that of hidden charmDD̄� as we investigated in previous work [Phys. Rev.
D 105, 034013 (2022)], which also interpreted the extremely near-threshold phenomenon of Xð3872Þ. In
addition, we also solve the Bethe-Salpeter equation with the chiral interactions for a consistency check.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The elaborate study of the heavy hadron interactions is a
crucial aspect in nonperturbative QCD physics. It helps us
to uncover the interacting mechanism of low energy QCD
where the fundamental quarks and gluons have been
confined and can also be directly utilized to understand
the heavy exotic states and near-threshold phenomena, even
serving as a nonperturbative QCD input to other areas. The
advantage in the heavy hadron sector is that the emergent
symmetry, i.e., the heavy quark symmetry, can be applied
to benefit our studies.
There have been many kinds of methods to deal with the

heavy hadron interactions and related exotic states. For
example, the one-boson-exchange (OBE) model is one of
the appropriate dynamical models. This model constructs
effective meson interactions by taking into account various
meson exchanges (π, σ, ρ, ω mesons, etc.). For example,
Ref. [1] successfully applied the OBE model to the DD̄�
and Xð3872Þ study. See Ref. [2] for details about the OBE
model. Other hadron-level approaches have also been
widely used, such as the contact-range method, local
hidden gauge approach, nonrelativistic effective field

theory, and other effective Lagrangian approaches [3–7].
There also exists quark-level approaches, where the inter-
actions and concerned multiquark systems are evaluated
based on the quark model [8–11]. In addition, lattice studies
play an indispensable role in the area [12,13]. We also refer
to Refs. [14–21] for other approaches not mentioned.
Among them, chiral field effective theory (ChEFT) is
one of the promising frameworks dealing with the heavy
hadron interactions, which will be adopted in this work.
ChEFTwas originally proposed to deal with the nucleon-

nucleon interaction [22,23], it has been fully developed in
the last decades, and it gives us a deep understanding of the
nuclear force [24–30]. Similar to chiral perturbation theory
[31], the ChEFT framework respects the chiral symmetry
and arranges the low energy nucleon-nucleon interaction in
a systematic way, so that the interaction is classified as
direct contact and multi-Goldstone exchange contributions.
Here unique schemes such as the Weinberg scheme have to
be applied to keep a correct power counting. In the
Weinberg scheme [22,23], with the standard power-count-
ing rule, one calculates the two-particle-irreducible (2PI)
diagrams, i.e., the effective potential, then iterates it into the
equation (e.g., the Schrödinger or Lippmann-Schwinger
equation) to retrieve the rest of the two-particle-reducible
(2PR) contributions.
In a word, two advantages of ChEFT are prominent: the

interaction is dealt with in a systematic way, and it
manifests as the multi-Goldstone exchanges; so it is
promising to apply ChEFT to the heavy hadron inter-
actions. In the heavy hadron sector, ChEFT adopting the
Weinberg scheme has indeed been developed in recent
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years. In Ref. [32], the authors introduced the ChEFT
framework to study the doubly bottomed system B̄ B̄ up to
next-to-leading order (NLO); especially, they analyzed the
two-pion-exchange contributions in detail. Based on this
pioneer work [32], the authors in Ref. [33] developed the
framework and applied the ChEFT to the doubly charmed
DD� system. A molecular state in the I ¼ 0 channel was
predicted then, which just matched the Tþ

cc state discovered
later. The author in Ref. [34] extended to the hidden charm
DD̄� system by considering the proper charge conjugation
properties of the heavy hadrons. The authors in Ref. [35]
systematically studied the Dð�ÞB̄ð�Þ systems and their
coupled-channel effects. Following this framework, other
two-heavy-hadron systems were also studied [30,36–45].
Follow our previous work [33], we continue to inves-

tigate the DD� interactions. DD� is a typical two-heavy-
hadron system and similar to NN, due to their same isospin
configurations and similar interactions with the Goldstone
bosons, so we can draw lessons from the research in theNN
sector. Furthermore, because of the additional symmetry,
i.e., heavy quark symmetry, the interactions in the heavy
hadron sector can be simplified to a good approximation.
Specifically, in this work the heavy hadron formalism will
be adopted. Therefore, the study of the DD� interactions
can surely help us to reveal the nonperturbative QCD
dynamics. On the other hand, due to the observation of Tcc
in recent years [46,47], the related DD� interactions are
now surely under the spotlight.
In 2021, Tþ

cc was observed by the LHCb Collaboration in
the distribution of the D0D0πþ invariant mass [46,47]; its
mass difference referring to the D0D�þ threshold is only
around 300 keV. Its extremely near-threshold nature as well
as the exotic ccū d̄ content implicate Tþ

cc as a possibleDD�
molecular candidate. In theory, Tcc and the DD� system
have been also studied in various models, such as the
molecular approaches [6,48–57], quark-level approaches
[58–64], and lattice simulations [65–75], as well as the
production mechanisms [76–79].
So in this work we will study the DD� interactions

within ChEFT. In addition to our earlier work mentioned
above [33], there have been other works discussing the
DD� interactions and Tþ

cc under ChEFT recently. The
authors in Ref. [80] revisited the DD� chiral interactions
of Ref. [33] by introducing the local momentum-space
regularization. The authors in Ref. [81] investigated the
two-pion-exchange contributions in a general formalism
(without the heavy hadron approach). Despite not being
DD�, authors in Ref. [82] studied the two-pion exchange of
the Bð�ÞBð�Þ and Bð�ÞB̄ð�Þ systems, where the coupled
channels were taken into account.
Notice that, in the investigation of the chiral interaction,

to properly study the heavy multiquark states and exotic
phenomena, an unitarization procedure is necessary. The
unitarization methods have been widely applied to different
areas, e.g., meson-meson interactions, NN interactions,

physics at LHC energies, and quantum gravity. Especially,
it achieves successes in the studies of hadronic bound states
and resonances such as f0ð500Þ and Λð1405Þ; see
Refs. [83–86] for details. In this work, due to the lack
of the unitarization, we preliminarily discuss the relation
between our calculated interaction and observed Tþ

cc
state.
In this research, we study the DD� chiral interactions

under ChEFT within heavy hadron formalism, up to NLO
at one-loop level, where the Weinberg scheme is adopted.
Confronting previous work [33], here we will further
correct the defect of the previous 2PR subtraction method
and elaborately explore the regularization schemes
uniquely for the two-pion exchange because of the intrinsic
difficulty it faces. We also solve the Bethe-Salpeter (BS)
equation to explore the consistency between different
iterative equations. Actually, main conclusions do not
change with our new results, but new insights about the
DD� binding force and the Tcc state appear.
This paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, we briefly

review the chiral interactions of the concernedDD� system,
express the calculated potentials of the individual contact,
one-pion-exchange (OPE) and two-pion-exchange (TPE)
contributions, then discuss the 2PR reduction scheme and
the regularization of the potentials especially for the TPE.
In Sec. III, we present the numerical results along with an
elaborate discussion of the TPE contributions under differ-
ent schemes. In Sec. IV, we iterate the DD� chiral
interactions into the BS equation for comparing. The last
section is the summary.

II. THE CHIRAL INTERACTIONS OF THE DD�
SYSTEM

Following Refs. [32–34], we continue to investigate the
DD� interactions under ChEFT. This framework arranges
the amplitudes with an expansion parameter ϵ ¼ p=Λχ (p
stands for a small momentum, pion mass, or D −D� mass
splitting). Specifically, we will construct the Lagrangians
and interaction potentials by the order parameter ϵ with
Weinberg’s power-counting scheme [22,23]. Note that in
this work the flavor SUð2Þ symmetry is adopted.

A. The chiral Lagrangians

As in Ref. [33], we will calculate the amplitudes or
interaction potentials up to second order Oðϵ2Þ at one-loop
level, so the Dð�ÞDð�Þπ Lagrangian and 4 Dð�Þ contact
Lagrangian at leading order are needed.
Under the flavor SUð2Þ symmetry, theDD�π Lagrangian

at Oðϵ1Þ reads [87–89]

Lð1Þ
Hϕ ¼ −hðiv · ∂HÞH̄i þ hHv · ΓH̄i þ ghH=uγ5H̄i

−
1

8
δhHσμνH̄σμνi; ð1Þ
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with the axial vector field uμ ¼ i
2
fξ†; ∂μξg and chiral

connection Γμ ¼ i
2
½ξ†; ∂μξ�, where ξ ¼ expðiϕ=2fÞ with

ϕ ¼
ffiffiffi
2

p
0
@ π0ffiffi

2
p πþ

π− − π0ffiffi
2

p

1
A: ð2Þ

The ðD;D�Þ doublet H is

H ¼ 1þ =v
2

�
P�
μγ

μ þ iPγ5
�
;

H̄ ¼ γ0H†γ0 ¼ �
P�†
μ γμ þ iP†γ5

� 1þ =v
2

;

P ¼ ðD0; DþÞ; P�
μ ¼ ðD�0; D�þÞμ: ð3Þ

The contact Lagrangian atOðϵ0Þ is also needed [3,32,90],

Lð0Þ
4H ¼ DaTr½HγμH̄�Tr½HγμH̄�

þDbTr½Hγμγ5H̄�Tr½Hγμγ5H̄�
þ EaTr½Hγμτ

aH̄�Tr½HγμτaH̄�
þ EbTr½Hγμγ5τ

aH̄�Tr½Hγμγ5τaH̄�; ð4Þ
where the low energy constants (LECs) Da, Db, Ea, Eb
should be determined by other methods. The Lagrangians at
Oðϵ2Þ, which are needed to renormalize the Oðϵ2Þ loop
amplitudes, can be found in Refs. [32,33].
The adopted Weinberg power-counting scheme [22,23]

tells us that, with the chiral power counting, we calculate the
sum of the 2PI diagrams first, then iterate it into the
Schrödinger, Lippmann-Schwinger, or BS equation, where
the 2PR contributions can be restored. Here we will calculate
the interaction potentials, then solve the Schrödinger equation.

B. The diagrams of the DD� scattering
and the DD� interaction potentials

The flavor wave functions jI;Ki of theDD� system with
isospin I ¼ 0, 1 and momentum K can be written as

j0; 0;Ki ¼ 1ffiffiffi
2

p ðjD0D�þi − jDþD�0iÞ;

j1; 0;Ki ¼ 1ffiffiffi
2

p ðjD0D�þi þ jDþD�0iÞ;

j1; 1;Ki ¼ jDþD�þi;
j1;−1;Ki ¼ jD0D�0i: ð5Þ

Considering the above flavor wave functions, we can
calculate interaction potentials VI¼0;1 up to the chiral order
Oðϵ2Þ at one-loop level (NLO). Just at this order, the
nontrivial TPE contribution emerges.
We now show the calculated potentials containing all the

2PI contributions. At Oðϵ0Þ (tree level), there exists a OPE
and a contact 2PI diagram, which are shown in Fig. 1. With
the help of the Lagrangians (1) and (4), we obtain their
contributions to VI¼0;1,

VI¼0
contactð0Þ ¼ 2ðDa þDb − 3Ea − 3EbÞε · ε�; ð6Þ

VI¼1
contactð0Þ ¼ 2ðDa −Db þ Ea − EbÞε · ε�; ð7Þ

VI¼0
1πð0Þ ¼

3

4

g2

f2
1

q2 −m2
q · εq · ε�; ð8Þ

VI¼1
1πð0Þ ¼

1

4

g2

f2
1

q2 −m2
q · εq · ε�: ð9Þ

In the above expressions, the subscript (0) of V stands for
the order Oðϵ0Þ, q denotes the momentum transfer between
initial and final states, and m, m1, and m2 are the masses of
π, D, and D�, respectively. In addition, ε and ε� are the
polarization vectors.
For the diagrams at Oðϵ2Þ, there appear one-loop TPE

diagrams, as well as one-loop corrections to the Oðϵ0Þ
contact and OPE diagrams, which are shown in Figs. 2 and
3. As in Ref. [33], we ignore the finite parts of the Oðϵ2Þ
tree-level amplitudes here due to the lack of their LEC
information; of course, their divergent parts are used to
renormalize the Oðϵ2Þ one-loop diagrams [33]. According
to Figs. 2 and 3, we now show the calculated V at Oðϵ2Þ as
individual contact, OPE and TPE contributions,

VI¼0
contactð2Þ ¼

3g2

2f2
f−C1ðd − 1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞ − C1ðd − 2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þ − C1∂ωJb22ðδÞ − C1Jh22ð−δ; δÞ − C1Jh22ðδ;−δÞ

− ðdC2 þ 2C4ÞJg22ð−δ;−δÞ − C2ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJg22ð0; 0Þ − 2C3J
g
22ðδ; δÞ − 2C4J

g
22ð−δ; δÞ − 2C4J

g
22ðδ;−δÞ

− 2C5ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJh22ð0;−δÞ − 2C5ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJh22ð−δ; 0Þgε · ε�; ð10Þ

(a) (b)

FIG. 1. Tree-level diagrams of theDD� system atOðϵ0Þ: (a) the
contact diagram; (b) the OPE diagram. The solid, double solid,
and dashed lines stand for D, D�, and π, respectively.
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VI¼1
contactð2Þ ¼

g2

2f2
f−3C2ðd − 1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞ − 3C2ðd − 2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þ þ 3ðC4 − C3Þ∂ωJb22ðδÞ þ ðC4 − C3ÞJh22ð−δ; δÞ

þ ðC4 − C3ÞJh22ðδ;−δÞ − 4C3J
g
22ðδ; δÞ þ 4C4J

g
22ð−δ; δÞ þ 4C4J

g
22ðδ;−δÞ − 2C5ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJg22ð0;−δÞ

− 2C5ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJg22ð−δ; 0Þ þ ½ð2 − 3dÞDa þ ðd − 2ÞDb þ ðd − 6ÞEa þ 5ðd − 2ÞEb�Jg22ð−δ;−δÞ
− ðd − 3Þðd − 2Þð3Da −Db − Ea − 5EbÞJg22ð0; 0Þgε · ε�; ð11Þ

VI¼0
1πð2Þ ¼

−3
16f4

1

q2 −m2
fg4½3ðd − 1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞ þ 3ðd − 2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þ þ 3∂ωJb22ðδÞ þ ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJg22ð0;−δÞ

þ ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJg22ð−δ; 0Þ − Jg22ð−δ; δÞ − Jg22ðδ;−δÞ� − 8g2Jc0gq · εq · ε�; ð12Þ

VI¼1
1πð2Þ ¼

−1
16f4

1

q2 −m2
fg4½3ðd − 1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞ þ 3ðd − 2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þ þ 3∂ωJb22ðδÞ þ ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJg22ð0;−δÞ

þ ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJg22ð−δ; 0Þ − Jg22ð−δ; δÞ − Jg22ðδ;−δÞ� − 8g2Jc0gq · εq · ε�; ð13Þ

VI¼0
2πð2Þ ¼

3

16f4
f½−3ðd−3ÞJB22ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þðd−3ÞJR22ð−δ;0Þq⃗4−6ðd−3ÞJB32ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þ2ðd−3ÞJR32ð−δ;0Þq⃗4

−3ðd−3ÞJB43ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þðd−3ÞJR43ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þ6ðd−3ÞJB21ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−ðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;−δÞq⃗2
þ3ðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJB31ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þ3JB31ð−δ;δÞq⃗2−ðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJR31ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JR31ð−δ;δÞq⃗2
þ3ðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJB42ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þ3JB42ð−δ;δÞq⃗2−ðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJR42ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JR42ð−δ;δÞq⃗2
−3ðd−3Þðd−2Þðdþ1ÞJB41ð−δ;0Þ−3ðdþ1ÞJB41ð−δ;δÞþðd−3Þðd−2Þðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;0Þþðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;δÞ�g4
þ2½ðd−3Þq0JS11ð0Þq⃗2−q0JT11ð−δÞq⃗2þ3ðd−3Þq0JS22ð0Þq⃗2−3q0JT22ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3ÞJS24ð0Þq⃗2−2JT24ð−δÞq⃗2
þ2ðd−3Þq0JS32ð0Þq⃗2−2q0JT32ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3ÞJS33ð0Þq⃗2−2JT33ð−δÞq⃗2−ðd−3Þðd−2Þq0JS21ð0Þ−q0JS21ðδÞ

FIG. 2. One-loop 2PI diagrams of the DD� system at Oðϵ2Þ. The solid, double solid, and dashed lines stand for D, D�, and π,
respectively.
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þ ðd − 1Þq0JT21ð−δÞ − 2ðd − 3Þðd − 2Þq0JS310 − 2q0JS31ðδÞ þ 2ðd − 1Þq0JT31ð−δÞ − 2ðd − 3Þðd − 2ÞJS34ð0Þ − 2JS34ðδÞ

þ 2ðd − 1ÞJT34ð−δÞ�g2 þ q20J
F
0 þ 4q20J

F
11 þ 4q20J

F
21 þ 4JF22gε · ε� þ

2g2

16f4

�
3

2
½−3ðd − 3ÞJB22ð−δ; 0Þq⃗2 þ 3JB22ð−δ; δÞq⃗2

þ ðd − 3ÞJR22ð−δ; 0Þq⃗2 − JR22ð−δ; δÞq⃗2 − 6ðd − 3ÞJB32ð−δ; 0Þq⃗2 þ 6JB32ð−δ; δÞq⃗2 þ 2ðd − 3ÞJR32ð−δ; 0Þq⃗2
− 2JR32ð−δ; δÞq⃗2 − 3ðd − 3ÞJB43ð−δ; 0Þq⃗2 þ 3JB43ð−δ; δÞq⃗2 þ ðd − 3ÞJR43ð−δ; 0Þq⃗2 − JR43ð−δ; δÞq⃗2 þ 6ðd − 3ÞJB21ð−δ; 0Þ
− 3JB21ð−δ; δÞ − ðd − 3ÞJR21ð−δ; 0Þ þ ðd − 3ÞJR21ð−δ;−δÞ þ JR21ð−δ; δÞ þ 3ðd2 − 9ÞJB31ð−δ; 0Þ − 3ðdþ 3ÞJB31ð−δ; δÞ
− ðd2 − 9ÞJR31ð−δ; 0Þ þ ðdþ 3ÞJR31ð−δ; δÞ þ 3ðd2 − 9ÞJB42ð−δ; 0Þ − 3ðdþ 3ÞJB42ð−δ; δÞ − ðd2 − 9ÞJR42ð−δ; 0Þ
þ ðdþ 3ÞJR42ð−δ; δÞ�g2 þ 3ðd − 3Þq0JS11ð0Þ − 3q0JS11ðδÞ þ 9ðd − 3Þq0JS22ð0Þ − 9q0JS22ðδÞ þ 6ðd − 3ÞJS24ð0Þ − 6JS24ðδÞ

þ 6ðd − 3Þq0JS32ð0Þ − 6q0JS32ðδÞ þ 6ðd − 3ÞJS33ð0Þ − 6JS33ðδÞ
�
q · εq · ε�; ð14Þ

VI¼1
2πð2Þ ¼

−1
16f4

f½ðd−3ÞJB22ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þ5ðd−3ÞJR22ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þ2ðd−3ÞJB32ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þ10ðd−3ÞJR32ð−δ;0Þq⃗4

þðd−3ÞJB43ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þ5ðd−3ÞJR43ð−δ;0Þq⃗4−5ðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−5ðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;−δÞq⃗2
þðð5−2dÞdþ3ÞJB31ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JB31ð−δ;δÞq⃗2−5ðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJR31ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−5JR31ð−δ;δÞq⃗2
þðð5−2dÞdþ3ÞJB42ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JB42ð−δ;δÞq⃗2−5ðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJR42ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−5JR42ð−δ;δÞq⃗2
þðd−3Þðd−2Þðdþ1ÞJB41ð−δ;0Þþðdþ1ÞJB41ð−δ;δÞþ5ðd−3Þðd−2Þðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;0Þþ5ðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;δÞ�g4
þ2½ðd−3Þq0JS11ð0Þq⃗2−q0JT11ð−δÞq⃗2þ3ðd−3Þq0JS22ð0Þq⃗2−3q0JT22ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3ÞJS24ð0Þq⃗2−2JT24ð−δÞq⃗2
þ2ðd−3Þq0JS32ð0Þq⃗2−2q0JT32ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3ÞJS33ð0Þq⃗2−2JT33ð−δÞq⃗2−ðd−3Þðd−2Þq0JS21ð0Þ−q0JS21ðδÞ
þðd−1Þq0JT21ð−δÞ−2ðd−3Þðd−2Þq0JS31ð0Þ−2q0JS31ðδÞþ2ðd−1Þq0JT31ð−δÞ−2ðd−3Þðd−2ÞJS34ð0Þ−2JS34ðδÞ

þ2ðd−1ÞJT34ð−δÞ�g2þq20J
F
0 þ4q20J

F
11þ4q20J

F
21þ4JF22gε ·ε�þ

−2g2

16f4

�
1

2
½ðd−3ÞJB22ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JB22ð−δ;δÞq⃗2

þ5ðd−3ÞJR22ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−5JR22ð−δ;δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3ÞJB32ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−2JB32ð−δ;δÞq⃗2þ10ðd−3ÞJR32ð−δ;0Þq⃗2
−10JR32ð−δ;δÞq⃗2þðd−3ÞJB43ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JB43ð−δ;δÞq⃗2þ5ðd−3ÞJR43ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−5JR43ð−δ;δÞq⃗2þJB21ð−δ;δÞ
−5ðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;0Þ−5ðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;−δÞþ5JR21ð−δ;δÞ−ðd2−9ÞJB31ð−δ;0Þþðdþ3ÞJB31ð−δ;δÞ
−5ðd2−9ÞJR31ð−δ;0Þþ5ðdþ3ÞJR31ð−δ;δÞ−ðd2−9ÞJB42ð−δ;0Þþðdþ3ÞJB42ð−δ;δÞ−5ðd2−9ÞJR42ð−δ;0Þ
þ5ðdþ3ÞJR42ð−δ;δÞ�g2þðd−3Þq0JS11ð0Þ−q0JS11ðδÞþ3ðd−3Þq0JS22ð0Þ−3q0JS22ðδÞþ2ðd−3ÞJS24ð0Þ−2JS24ðδÞ

þ2ðd−3Þq0JS32ð0Þ−2q0JS32ðδÞþ2ðd−3ÞJS33ð0Þ−2JS33ðδÞ
�
q ·εq ·ε�; ð15Þ

where C1 ¼ Da þDb − 3ðEa þ EbÞ, C2 ¼ Da −Db þ
Ea − Eb, C3 ¼ Da þ Ea, C4 ¼ Db þ Eb, and
C5 ¼ Db − 3Eb. In the above, d is the space-time dimen-
sion originated from the dimensional regularization, δ is the
D −D� mass splitting, and V relates to the scattering
amplitude M via V ¼ M=ð− ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiQ

2Mi
Q

2Mf

p Þ. In addi-
tion, considering the S-wave interactions, we have
ε⃗ · ε⃗� ↣ 1 and ε⃗ · p⃗ε⃗� · p⃗↣ p⃗2=ðd − 1Þ.
The definitions of the loop function J are shown in

Eqs. (A1)–(A6) (see also Refs. [32,33]). Also we list the
chiral order of each J in Table II, so one can conveniently
count the orders of Eqs. (10)–(15). They are all collected in
Appendix A.

FIG. 3. One-loop 2PR diagrams of the DD� system at Oðϵ2Þ.
The solid, double solid, and dashed lines stand for D, D�, and π,
respectively.
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Under Fourier transformation, we can get the potential
VðrÞ,

VðrÞ ¼
Z

dp
ð2πÞ3 VðpÞe

ip·r; ð16Þ

where VðpÞ is a polynomial of p, so the integral will be
highly divergent with increasing of the order.

C. The subtraction of the 2PR contributions and the
regularization of the potentials

To obtain a 2PI effective potential and further substitute
it into the equations, we have to subtract the 2PR
contributions appearing in all the 2PR diagrams, because
they violate the power-counting rule and cause pinch
singularities in our heavy hadron formalism.
Now take a closer look at a 2PR diagram, e.g., the box

diagram (TPE contribution) in Fig. 2. When closing the
energy contour integral, we are able to collect two poles in
the loop function: the pion pole and the heavy meson pole.
The pion pole belongs to the 2PI part and satisfies the
power counting, whereas the heavy meson pole belongs to
the iterated OPE contribution (i.e., 2PR part) and has an
enhanced chiral order that violates the power counting.
Furthermore, the heavy meson poles located in upper and
lower planes come too close, which produces a pinch
singularity in the heavy hadron formalism. Therefore, we
have to preserve only the pion pole.
To collect the pion pole, in our previous work [33] we

applied the substitution

Z
d4l

1

v · lþ aþ iε
1

−v · l − aþ iε
× � � �

→
Z

d4l
1

v · lþ aþ iε
ð−1Þ 1

v · lþ aþ iε
× � � � ð17Þ

when calculating the loop functions. However, such sub-
stitution only subtracts the heavy meson pole in the single
channel diagrams (e.g., DD� → D�D → DD�); the
coupled-channel diagrams (e.g., DD� → D�D� → DD�)
are intact. So we extend the subtraction to contain all
the types of the 2PR diagrams,

Z
d4l

1

v · lþ aþ iε
1

−v · l − bþ iε
× � � �

→
Z

d4l
1

v · lþ aþ iε
ð−1Þ 1

v · lþ bþ iε
× � � � : ð18Þ

Note that, although the 2PR parts of the coupled-channel
2PR diagrams avoid the pinch singularities due to a tiny
separation of the two heavy meson poles (originated from
the mass splitting δ), their contributions are still abnormally
enhanced (∼1=δ). Therefore, the subtractions of these
contributions are surely needed.

After discussing the subtraction of the 2PR contribu-
tions, we now turn to the regularization of the calculated
2PI potential. In previous work [33,34], we use a simple
Gaussian cutoff expð−q⃗2n=Λ2nÞ to regularize the potential.
However, simple use of this regulator leads to two draw-
backs in the TPE calculation: an overestimation of the TPE,
as well as a highly sensitive dependence on the cutoff Λ.
The reason is that the calculated TPE potential is a

polynomial of momentum q⃗ (especially contains the terms
of high q⃗ power), this NLO contribution just shows a good
convergence within a low q⃗ region (empirically, say, up to
2π mass, around 300 MeV). When we apply
expð−q⃗2n=Λ2nÞ, the main contribution of the potential will
come from the region jq⃗j≲ Λ. So if Λ is below 300 MeV,
the convergence would be quite good, i.e., the TPE
contribution (NLO) would be relatively small. However,
in practice, Λ is generally chosen to be 500–1000 MeV,
which means that the contributions in the region jq⃗j≲ 500
(∼1000) MeVare all included, breaking up the convergence
and causing TPE to be abnormally large. Actually, with the
increase of Λ, the contributions from the high q⃗ region will
grow rapidly and become dominant; note that these con-
tributions mainly attribute to the terms of high q⃗ powers in
the potential.
As we discussed above, with a relatively high Λ, the

main contribution of the potential comes from the high q⃗
region and the terms of high q⃗ powers, which means the
TPE is dominated by short distance contribution. In the
coordinate space, this TPE potential would be a short
distance potential, the range it reaches can be shorter than a
contact potential. Therefore, if insisting on using the
practically determined Λ, we need to suppress the con-
tribution of the TPE in the regionmch ≲ jq⃗j≲ Λ (wheremch
is typically around 2π mass, about 300 MeV) in addition to
the regulator expð−q⃗2n=Λ2nÞ.
So, here we could adopt the following schemes to deal

with the above problems in the TPE potential:
Scheme I: As we explained above, the chiral expansion is

reasonable, while the high q⃗ contribution is excluded, only
when cutoff Λ is low, so we just constrain Λ to 0–450 MeV
here. In this case, we do not need to introduce additional
strategies to suppress the TPE. However, due to the low
chosen Λ, the potential may become less attractive with the
already fixed LECs; therefore, in this scheme, we refit
the LECs.
Scheme II: In this scheme, we do not constrain the Λ;

instead, we introduce a regulator F 2πðq⃗Þ to the TPE
contribution in addition to the overall regulator
expð−q⃗2n=Λ2nÞ. The purpose of F 2πðq⃗Þ is to constrain
the highly divergent contribution beyond jq⃗j ¼ mch. For
F 2πðq⃗Þ, we use

F 2πðq⃗Þ ¼
�

μ22π
q⃗2 þ μ22π

�
n2π ð19Þ
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with n2π ¼ 4. We adjust μ2π so that the strength of the TPE
outside the perturbation region (jq⃗j≳mch) does not surpass
the strength in jq⃗j≲mch.
Scheme III: In this scheme, we also do not constrain the

Λ, however, different from scheme II, we adopt another
strategy to suppress the TPE. We preserve the contribution
in the region jq⃗j≲mch, then, we set the momentum
potential VIII

2πðq⃗Þ (superscript III stands for scheme III) to
a constant starting from jq⃗j ¼ mch, i.e.,

VIII
2πðq⃗Þ ¼

�
V2πðq⃗Þ jq⃗j ≤ mch;

V2πðmchÞ jq⃗j ≥ mch;
ð20Þ

where V2πðq⃗Þ is the unmodified TPE contribution. As we
discussed above, we choose mch ¼ 300 MeV. This scheme
has advantages over scheme II: it not only suppresses the
TPE in the high q⃗ region, but lets the TPE have the same
ultraviolet behavior as the OPE and contact (they are both
constants in the large jq⃗j region), as we will discuss below.
Here we give some comments on schemes II and III.

When we look into the individual contributions of contact,
OPE, and TPE in momentum space later, in Fig. 4, we can
find that, with the increase of q⃗, the contact and OPE tend
to constants because of the contact terms in them, which
means that their sensitivities on Λ are same. It further
indicates that the two contributions can adopt a same
regularization procedure, i.e., they may be regularized with
a same regulator as well as the same Λ. However, the TPE
is not the case. The TPE contribution goes to infinity
because of the terms of high q⃗ power, so its ultraviolet

behavior is different from that of the contact or OPE.
Consequently, the TPE is very sensitive on the cutoff
parameter Λ, so a different regularization or Λ may be
applied. This is the reason we introduce schemes II and III.
Especially in scheme III, we set the TPE to a constant

beyond mch within which the expansion is valid, so that all
three contributions have consistent ultraviolet behaviors.
Based on this, we are ready to apply an unified regulari-
zation scheme to them. Therefore, scheme III is most
promising among the three schemes.
At last, note that, in all the schemes including I–III, we

apply the following overall regulator F ðq⃗Þ to the contact,
OPE, and TPE contributions,

F ðq⃗Þ ¼ expð−q⃗2n=Λ2nÞ: ð21Þ

Of course, we emphasize again that, besides F ðq⃗Þ, the TPE
is further dealt with using Eq. (19) (scheme II) or Eq. (20)
(scheme III).
After an elaborate numerical analysis, we find that the

above three schemes give similar potential behaviors and
bound state conclusions; so in the following section we
adopt our best choice, i.e., scheme III, to present the
numerical results and discussions. Later, we just briefly
mention the results of other two schemes.

III. NUMERICAL RESULTS OF THE DD�
POTENTIALS

With the calculated expressions of VðqÞ and the 2PR
subtraction scheme, as well as the proposed regularization
schemes in Sec. II C, we now present the numerical results
and discuss the behaviors of theDD� potentials with different
schemes in detail. In this work, we use the input parameters
following Refs. [33,34], especially the low energy constants
DRSM

a ¼ −6.62, ERSM
a ¼ −5.74, DRSM

b ¼ 0, and ERSM
b ¼ 0,

where RSM means they are obtained using the resonance
saturation model. In addition, we use q0 ¼ δ.

A. The original DD� potentials in momentum space

In this subsection, we discuss the potentials in momen-
tum space without any scheme applied, i.e., with only
overall regulator F ðq⃗Þ (21) attached. We list the results in
Fig. 4. Here we consider the I ¼ 0 channel. Note that q ¼
jq⃗j is the 3-momentum in Fig. 4.
From Fig. 4 we can see that, for the results without the

regulator (Λ ¼ ∞), when we restrict ourselves to the low q
region (e.g., q ≤ 0.3 GeV) the Oðϵ2Þ TPE is small, which
means that the convergence of our chiral expansion series is
good. Move sights to the high q region, the contact and
OPE contributions both tend to finite constants with the
increase of q, which is reasonable because they have zeroth
power of q. However, the TPE contribution rapidly goes to
divergence with the increase of q because of the terms of
high q power in TPE, so its convergence surely breaks up.

FIG. 4. The original I ¼ 0 DD� potentials VðqÞ in momentum
space attached with only overall regulator (21), varying with
cutoff Λ. Note that Λ ¼ ∞ just stands for the totally unregulated
case. q ¼ jq⃗j is the 3-momentum in units of GeV.
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As we discussed before, it may indicate that the contact and
OPE can be applied with a same regularization scheme,
while the TPE cannot be. In conclusion, the high q behavior
of the TPE is totally different from that of the contact or
OPE. So we, indeed, need to adopt a distinctive regulari-
zation strategy for the TPE contribution.
We now focus on the results with the overall regulator

F ðq⃗Þ turning on. At Λ ¼ 0.3 GeV, when looking at the
general line shape, we observe that the TPE contribution is
small compared to the contact and OPE contributions,
which shows a good convergence. As we explained in the
previous section, a low Λ means only the contribution
within the low q region is preserved. When moving the
cutoff to a higher value (Λ ¼ 0.7, 1.1 GeV) in Fig. 4, we
see the suppressed higher region contributions are gradu-
ally recovered. Among them, the TPE is much more
sensitive to the Λ than the contact and OPE, and it
consequently becomes abnormally large at a high Λ, so
that its relative magnitude is far beyond the contact and
OPE contributions. As we dictated in the previous section,
such TPE will become a short distance interaction which
possesses a shorter range than the contact interaction. In a
word, the TPE should be treated differently in the regu-
larization procedure.
We also mention that, in Fig. 4, the regularized TPE

preserves the unregularized TPE potential (black line) in
the low q region, while in the high q region they are
suppressed to zero by F ðq⃗Þ. So the use of the regulator (21)
is reasonable because the low momentum contributions are
well preserved.
At last, we discuss the general behaviors of all the

contributions. From Fig. 4, we see the contact and OPE are
attractive while the TPE is repulsive. The judgment of the
repulsive TPE is one of our most important conclusions.
Note that it is consistent with the results of the I ¼ 0 B̄B̄�
system, where the δ ¼ 0 limit is considered [36], and also
consistent with the Dð�ÞB̄ð�Þ calculation in Ref. [35].

B. I = 0 DD� potentials under proposed schemes

1. Scheme III

Through the above investigations, we speculate that a
careful treatment of the TPE is needed. So in this
subsection we show the I ¼ 0 results applying scheme
III, which is the most promising choice among the three
schemes as discussed in Sec. II C. As we said, in this
scheme we constrain the TPE using Eq. (20). This scheme
has an advantage over scheme II: the TPE and other two
contributions will have a same high momentum behavior,
so that we can confidently use the same regularization
scheme (21) on them.
We depict the potentials in momentum space varying

with Λ in Fig. 5. From the Λ ¼ ∞ case, we see in this
scheme that the TPE goes to a constant just as other
contributions. As we discussed in Sec. II C, in this situation

all contributions have a same high q (ultraviolet) behavior,
so we are able to use the same regularization procedure
[Eq. (21)] on them. It brings a profitable consequence that
all three contributions have highly consistent dependence
on the Λ, as we show in Fig. 5 with Λ varying from 0.3 to
1.1 GeV. So the TPE is no longer dominant over the other
two at high Λ, and the expansion shows a good conver-
gence. In other words, it solves the problem discussed in
Sec. II C.
In Fig. 6 we present the potentials VðrÞ. As we expect,

the behaviors of the TPE contributions are consistent with
the VðqÞ shown in Fig. 5: the TPE rises synchronously with
the contact and OPE on Λ and grows smoothly when Λ
varies from 0.3 to 1.1 GeV; also, it does not get over-
whelmingly large at high Λ. In Fig. 6 at Λ ¼ 0.94 GeV, the
potential VðrÞ can produce the mass of the Tcc state when
substituted in the Schrödinger equation.
From Fig. 6, we can see that the competition between the

powerful repulsing TPE and the other two (contact and
OPE) leads to a quite weak attraction, which explains why
Tcc has an extremely small binding energy if treated as the
I ¼ 0DD� bound state. Therefore, we believe the repulsive
nature of the TPE in our framework is in accord with the
experimental observation. On the other hand, if the TPE is
attractive, we expect all three attractive contributions
should have caused a much deeper I ¼ 0 DD� bound state.
The above feature of Tcc (I ¼ 0DD�) is also very similar

to that of Xð3872Þ (I ¼ 0 DD̄�) presented in our previous
work [34]. In Ref. [34], we find that, for Xð3872Þ treated as
a 0þ1þþ DD̄� bound state, its TPE is repulsive while the

FIG. 5. The I ¼ 0 DD� potentials VðqÞ under scheme III,
varying with cutoff Λ. q ¼ jq⃗j is the 3-momentum in units of
GeV. The “unregulated 2 − π” stands for the totally unmodified
TPE contribution [Λ ¼ ∞, and no application of Eq. (20)].
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contact and OPE are attractive, which leads to a small
binding energy. In a word, this common feature shared by
Xð3872Þ and Tcc, especially the repulsive TPE, is respon-
sible for their extremely near-threshold phenomena.

2. Brief discussion of schemes I and II

As we dictated at the end of Sec. II C, we will not present
the details of the scheme I and II results here, but give a
short discussion.
In scheme I, other than using an additional regularization

on the TPE, we actually restrict cutoff Λ to a low value to
maintain the convergence, as well as suppress the high q
contribution. Here we collect the results in Figs. 9 and 10 in
Appendix B. In this scheme, we observe that, because of
the adopted low Λ, the potentials span across large
distances, while the magnitudes of the potentials are
relatively small. This means that, at these low Λ, they
are very long-range potentials.
In scheme II, we apply an additional factor F 2πðq⃗Þ (19)

to constrain the TPE outside the perturbation region
(jq⃗j≳mch). Numerical results show that the TPE contri-
bution in the high q region is largely suppressed compared
to the original highly divergent unmodified TPE just as in
scheme III, though under a different strategy.
In a word, in all three schemes the potential behaviors are

similar, and their conclusion about the bound state is also
the same: the near-threshold nature of the Tcc state may
originate from the competition between the TPE and the
other two.
There is a comment about schemes III and II. They all

preserve the TPE contribution in the low q region,

while they modify that in the high q region. We can find
scheme II completely cuts off the high q contribution,
whereas scheme III retains it to let the TPE coincide with
the contact and OPE at high q. Obviously, scheme III is
better. However, notice that the TPE at high q are largely
cut by the regulator (21), so their final potentials present not
much discrepancy.

C. I = 1 DD� potentials

Having discussed the I ¼ 0 DD� potentials in the
different schemes, we now show the I ¼ 1 potentials.
Here we adopt scheme III.
We first depict the I ¼ 1 DD� potentials in momentum

space in Fig. 7(a). We can find that the contact contribution
is dominant over the small OPE and TPE; it is also
repulsive.
The I ¼ 1 DD� potentials in coordinate space are shown

in Fig. 7(b). Consistent with the VðqÞ in Fig. 7(a), the
contact potential is dominant and repulsive; so the total
potential VðrÞ behaves as a strong repulsive force. Indeed,
when solving the Schrödinger equation, we cannot find a
bound state solution within a wide range of Λ.

IV. SOLVING THE BS EQUATION WITH THE DD�
CHIRAL INTERACTIONS

In this section, we alternatively solve the BS equation to
see the consistency between the results of the two
equations.

A. The DD� BS equation and interaction kernels

In this subsection, we first reduce the BS equation, then
give the expressions of the DD� interaction kernels.
For theDD� system carrying momentumK and massM,

after the center of mass motion is removed, the BS wave

FIG. 6. The I ¼ 0 DD� potentials VðrÞ under scheme III,
varying with cutoff Λ. Note that the potentials at Λ ¼ 0.94 GeV
correspond to the observed Tcc.

FIG. 7. The I ¼ 1 DD� potentials under scheme III: (a) the
potentials VðqÞ; (b) the potentials VðrÞ. q ¼ jq⃗j is the 3-
momentum in units of GeV. The unregulated 2 − π stands for
the totally unmodified TPE contribution [Λ ¼ ∞, and no appli-
cation of Eq. (20)].
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function is defined as

χI;μij ðx; KÞ ¼ h0jT½Diðλ2xÞD�μ
j ð−λ1xÞ�jI;Ki

¼ Cij
I;I3

χI;μðx; KÞ: ð22Þ

Here DðD�μ) is the field operator of the DðD�) meson, x is
the relative coordinate between D and D�, and we assume
DðD�) possesses the momentum k1ðk2Þ and mass m1ðm2Þ.
The subscript iðjÞ ¼ 1, 2 is the flavor index, I and I3 are
isospin and third component, respectively, and
λ1ð2Þ ¼ m1ð2Þ=ðm1 þm2Þ. Note that, in the above, the

isospin coefficients Cij
I;I3

are determined according to the
isospin wave functions (5),

C12
0;0 ¼

1ffiffiffi
2

p ; C21
0;0 ¼ −

1ffiffiffi
2

p ;

C12
1;0 ¼

1ffiffiffi
2

p ; C21
1;0 ¼

1ffiffiffi
2

p ;

C22
1;1 ¼ 1; C11

1;−1 ¼ 1: ð23Þ
The BS wave function in momentum space χI;μij ðk; KÞ is

defined via

χI;μij ðx; KÞ ¼
Z

d4k
ð2πÞ4 χ

I;μ
ij ðk; KÞe−ikx; ð24Þ

where k is the relative momentum between D and D�.
Using k we also have k1 ¼ λ1K þ k and k2 ¼ λ2K − k.
χI;μij ðk; KÞ satisfies the following homogeneous integral
equation:

χI;μij ðk;KÞ

¼ sDðk1ÞsνμD� ðk2Þ
Z

d4l
ð2πÞ4 χ

I;α
mnðl;KÞKmnij;ανðl;k;KÞ; ð25Þ

where sDð�Þ is the propagator for Dð�Þ, and K is the
interaction kernel. Notice that l is a relative momentum
too, so that l1 ¼ λ1K þ l and l2 ¼ λ2K − l. Taking into
account χI;μij ¼ Cij

I;I3
χI;μ and Cij

I;I3
values (23), we reduce

Eq. (25) to the equation of χI;μ,

χμðkÞ ¼ sDðk1ÞsνμD� ðk2Þ
Z

d4l
ð2πÞ4 K

I
ανðl; k; KÞχαðlÞ; ð26Þ

where χμ is the abbreviation of χI;μ. The specific I ¼ 0, 1
kernels K read

KI¼0
αν ðl; k; KÞ ¼ KD0D�þ→D0D�þðl; k; KÞ −KDþD�0→D0D�þðl; k; KÞ;

KI¼1
αν ðl; k; KÞ ¼ KD0D�þ→D0D�þðl; k; KÞ þKDþD�0→D0D�þðl; k; KÞ: ð27Þ

Note that, in general, a kernel is expressed as a function of
the momentum transfer q and p: Kðl; k; KÞ ¼ Kðp; q; KÞ
with relations q ¼ l1 − k1 and p ¼ l1 − k2.
For solving the equations later, we decompose the relative

momentum k into the longitudinal and transverse parts:
k ¼ klvþ kt, v · kt ¼ 0, with v ¼ K=M being the four
velocity of the DD� system. Here we consider the instanta-
neous approximation: Kðp; q; KÞ ≃Kðpt; qt; KÞ. In this
approach, we need to integrate out the longitudinal part
of Eq. (26) to arrive at a three-dimensional integral equation.
Defining χμðktÞ ¼

R
dkl=2πχμðkÞ, we perform the contour

integrals
R
dkl=2π on both sides of Eq. (26) and obtain

χμðktÞ ¼
Z

d3lt
ð2πÞ3

	 −ið−gνμ þ kν2k
μ
2=m

2
2Þjkl¼−ðλ1Mþω1Þ

ð−2ω1ÞðM þ ω1 þ ω2ÞðM þ ω1 − ω2Þ

þ ið−gνμ þ kν2k
μ
2=m

2
2Þjkl¼λ2M−ω2

ðM − ω2 þ ω1ÞðM − ω2 − ω1Þð2ω2Þ



×KI
ανðpt; qt; KÞχαðltÞ; ð28Þ

with ωi ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
m2

i − k2t
p

.

We consider the JP ¼ 1þ state only, so the BS wave
function χμðktÞ can be constructed as

χμðktÞ ¼ εμðKÞφðktÞ: ð29Þ

In addition, we normalize the obtained BS wave function
with

i
Z

d4k
ð2πÞ4

d4l
ð2πÞ4 χ̄

μðkÞ
	

∂

∂K0
Iμνðk; l;KÞ



χνðlÞ ¼ 2K0: ð30Þ

According to the 2PI diagrams in Figs. 1 and 2, we now
calculate KI¼0;1 [defined in Eq. (27)] up to the orderOðϵ2Þ.
Here we show the K at order Oðϵ0Þ,

KI¼0;μν
contactð0Þ ¼ −8im1m2ðDa þDb − 3Ea − 3EbÞgμν; ð31Þ

KI¼1;μν
contactð0Þ ¼ −8im1m2ðDa −Db þ Ea − EbÞgμν; ð32Þ

KI¼0;μν
1πð0Þ ¼ −3im1m2

g2

f2
1

p2 −m2
pμpν; ð33Þ

HAO XU and LI-XIANG REN PHYS. REV. D 112, 114003 (2025)

114003-10



KI¼1;μν
1πð0Þ ¼ −im1m2

g2

f2
1

p2 −m2
pμpν; ð34Þ

while K at order Oðϵ2Þ are collected in Appendix C.

B. The numerical results

Here we solve the obtained BS equation above numeri-
cally. For the regularization of the TPE, we adopt scheme
III (20). Note that, due to the distinct formalism compared
to the Schrödinger equation, the application of scheme III
here is slightly different. For the terms with the structure gμν

in the kernelsK, we just apply Eq. (20), while for the terms
with the structure qμqν (or pμpν), we replace qμqν with
qμqνm2

ch=q⃗
2 beyond jq⃗j ¼ mch for consistency.

After solving the BS equation, we obtain bound state
solutions at some typical Λ values, which are listed in
Table I. We can see that the I ¼ 0 channel has a bound state

solution emerging at around Λ ¼ 0.79 GeV, and the bind-
ing energy increases with the variation of Λ. Also, the
solution at Λ ¼ 0.79 corresponds to the observed Tcc state,
while for the I ¼ 1 channel there does not exist any
solution in all the Λ range. These conclusions are surely
consistent with those obtained by solving the Schrödinger
equation in Sec. III.
Here we also depict the normalized scalar BS wave

function φðktÞ of Eq. (29) in Fig. 8. From Fig. 8, we can
find that the behavior of φðktÞ accords with that of the
typical bound state wave function.

V. SUMMARY

In this work, we studied the DD� interactions under
chiral effective field theory. Within heavy hadron formal-
ism, we calculate the DD� potentials up to order Oðϵ2Þ
(NLO) at one-loop level. Comparing to our previous work
[33], we adopt a new 2PR subtraction scheme for the 2PR
diagrams and discuss multiple regularization strategies
unique for the TPE. We elaborately investigate the potential
behaviors under the proposed regularizations of the TPE.
At last, we solve the Schrödinger equations with the
obtained potentials and search for the bound state solutions
as well as their relations to the experimental findings. In
addition, we also solve the BS equations of the DD�
interactions for a consistency check.
Specifically, among the investigation, our improvements

of the framework are as follows. First, due to the inter-
mediate D�D� states as the coupled channel appearing in
some 2PR diagrams, we apply a proper 2PR subtraction
method to remove the additional poles brought by the
coupled channels, so that all the heavy meson poles are just
subtracted. Second, because the TPE contribution is highly
divergent on the momentum transfer q far more than the
contact and OPE, we believe a distinctive regularization
may be imposed on the TPE. So, in this work, we introduce
schemes to additionally deal with the TPE regularization.
The proposed schemes can properly tackle the TPE in the
high q region, so that the TPE and the other two (contact
and OPE) all exhibit consistent and unified behaviors.
Here we list our main conclusions and key findings. We

find that there exists a bound state solution in the I ¼ 0
channel, while no solution can be found in the I ¼ 1
channel, so the observed Tcc state indeed can be treated as
the I ¼ 0 DD� bound state. However, the interaction detail
is most interesting: For the I ¼ 0 Tcc state, the TPE
contribution is repulsive, then the competition between
the repulsing TPE and other two contributions leads to a
quite weak attraction. This just explains why the binding
energy of Tcc is extremely small.
The above feature of Tcc just resembles Xð3872Þ. As we

indicated in Ref. [34], small binding energy of Xð3872Þ
also comes from the balance between the repulsing TPE
and the other two if it is treated as a 0þ1þþ DD̄� bound
state. In conclusion, the repulsive nature of the TPE, which

FIG. 8. The obtained I ¼ 0DD� BS wave function φðktÞwhich
corresponds to the solution at Λ ¼ 0.79 GeV, i.e., the Tcc state.
kt denotes the 3-momentum jk⃗tj in units of GeV.

TABLE I. The bound state solutions of the DD� BS equations
in the I ¼ 0, 1 channels. The cutoff parameter Λ, calculated mass
M, and binding energy E relative to the D0D�þ threshold are in
units of GeV, MeV, and MeV, respectively. Note that the solution
at Λ ¼ 0.79 GeV corresponds to the observed Tcc state.

I ¼ 0 I ¼ 1

Λ M E M E

0.5 � � � � � � � � � � � �
0.6 � � � � � � � � � � � �
0.79 3874.7 0.36 � � � � � �
0.8 3874.2 0.89 � � � � � �
0.9 3869.9 5.19 � � � � � �
1.0 3860.8 14.29 � � � � � �
1.1 3845.8 29.29 � � � � � �
1.3 3796.8 78.90 � � � � � �
1.5 3705.8 169.29 � � � � � �
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is shared by both Tcc and Xð3872Þ, is responsible for their
extremely near-threshold phenomena.
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APPENDIX A: DEFINITIONS OF THE LOOP
FUNCTIONS

Following Refs. [32,33], we define the loop function J as

i
Z

dDlμ4−D

ð2πÞD
1

ðl2 −m2 þ iεÞ≡ Jc0ðmÞ; ðA1Þ

i
Z

dDlμ4−D

ð2πÞD
f1; lα; lαlβ; lαlβlγg

½ðþ=−Þv · lþ ωþ iε�ðl2 −m2 þ iεÞ
≡ fJa=b0 ; vαJa=b11 ; vαvβJa=b21 þ gαβJa=b22 ; ðg∨ vÞJa=b31 þ vαvβvγJa=b32 gðm;ωÞ; ðA2Þ

i
Z

dDlμ4−D

ð2πÞD
f1; lα; lαlβ; lαlβlγg

ðv · lþ ω1 þ iεÞ½ðþ=−Þv · lþ ω2 þ iε�ðl2 −m2 þ iεÞ
≡ fJg=h0 ; vαJg=h11 ; vαvβJg=h21 þ gαβJg=h22 ; ðg∨ vÞJg=h31 þ vαvβvγJg=h32 gðm;ω1;ω2Þ; ðA3Þ

i
Z

dDlμ4−D

ð2πÞD
f1; lα; lαlβ; lαlβlγg

ðl2 −m2
1 þ iεÞ½ðqþ lÞ2 −m2

2 þ iε�
≡ fJF0 ; qαJF11; qαqβJF21 þ gαβJF22; ðg∨ qÞJF31 þ qαqβqγJF32gðm1; m2; qÞ; ðA4Þ

i
Z

dDlμ4−D

ð2πÞD
f1; lα; lαlβ; lαlβlγ; lαlβlγlδg

½ðþ=−Þv · lþ ωþ iε�ðl2 −m2
1 þ iεÞ½ðqþ lÞ2 −m2

2 þ iε�
≡ fJT=S0 ; qαJT=S11 þ vαJT=S12 ; gαβJT=S21 þ qαqβJT=S22 þ vαvβJT=S23 þ ðq∨ vÞJT=S24 ;ðg∨ qÞJT=S31 þ qαqβqγJT=S32 þ ðq2 ∨ vÞJT=S33

þ ðg∨ vÞJT=S34 þ ðq∨ v2ÞJT=S35 þ vαvβvγJT36; ðg∨ gÞJT=S41 þ ðg∨ q2ÞJT=S42 þ qαqβqγqδJT=S43 þ ðg∨ v2ÞJT=S44 þ vαvβvγvδJT=S45

þ ðq3 ∨ vÞJT=S46 þ ðq2 ∨ v2ÞJT=S47 þ ðq∨ v3ÞJT=S48 þðg∨ q∨ vÞJT=S49 gðm1; m2;ω; qÞ; ðA5Þ

i
Z

dDlμ4−D

ð2πÞD
f1; lα; lαlβ; lαlβlγ; lαlβlγlδg

ðv · lþω1 þ iεÞ½ðþ=−Þv · lþω2 þ iε�ðl2 −m2
1 þ iεÞ½ðqþ lÞ2 −m2

2 þ iε�
≡ fJR=B0 ; qαJR=B11 þ vαJR=B12 ; gαβJR=B21 þ qαqβJR=B22 þ vαvβJR=B23 þ ðq∨vÞJR=B24 ;ðg∨qÞJR=B31 þ qαqβqγJR=B32 þ ðq2∨vÞJR=B33

þ ðg∨vÞJR=B34 þ ðq∨v2ÞJR=B35 þ vαvβvγJR=B36 ; ðg∨gÞJR=B41 þ ðg∨q2ÞJR=B42 þ qαqβqγqδJR=B43 þ ðg∨v2ÞJR=B44 þ vαvβvγvδJR=B45

þ ðq3∨vÞJR=B46 þ ðq2∨v2ÞJR=B47 þðq∨v3ÞJR=B48 þ ðg∨q∨vÞJR=B49 gðm1;m2;ω1;ω2; qÞ; ðA6Þ

with

q∨ v≡ qαvβ þ qβvα; g∨ q≡ gαβqγ þ gαγqβ þ gγβqα; g∨ v≡ gαβvγ þ gαγvβ þ gγβvα;

q2 ∨ v≡ qβqγvα þ qαqγvβ þ qαqβvγ; q∨ v2 ≡ qγvαvβ þ qβvαvγ þ qαvβvγ;

g∨ g≡ gαβgγδ þ gαδgβγ þ gαγgβδ;

g∨ q2 ≡ qαqβgγδ þ qαqδgβγ þ qαqγgβδ þ qγqδgαβ þ qβqδgαγ þ qβqγgαδ;

g∨ v2 ≡ vαvβgγδ þ vαvδgβγ þ vαvγgβδ þ vγvδgαβ þ vβvδgαγ þ vβvγgαδ;
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q3 ∨ v≡ qβqγqδvα þ qαqγqδvβ þ qαqβqδvγ þ qαqβqγvδ; q∨ v3 ≡ qδvαvβvγ þ qγvαvβvδ þ qβvαvγvδ þ qαvβvγvδ;

q2 ∨ v2 ≡ qγqδvαvβ þ qβqδvαvγ þ qαqδvβvγ þ qβqγvαvδ þ qαqγvβvδ þ qαqβvγvδ;

g∨ q∨ v≡ qβvαgγδ þ qαvβgγδ þ qδvαgβγ þ qγvαgβδ þ qαvδgβγ þ qαvγgβδ þ qδvγgαβ þ qδvβgαγ þ qγvδgαβ

þ qγvβgαδ þ qβvδgαγ þ qβvγgαδ: ðA7Þ

In the above, Jb is related to Ja via

Jb0 ¼ Ja0; Jb11 ¼ −Ja11; Jb21 ¼ Ja21; Jb22 ¼ Ja22;

Jb31 ¼ −Ja31; Jb32 ¼ −Ja32: ðA8Þ

Jg and Jh can be reduced to

Jgðω1;ω2Þ ¼
1

ω2 − ω1

½Jaðω1Þ − Jaðω2Þ�; ðA9Þ

Jhðω1;ω2Þ ¼
1

ω2 þ ω1

½Jaðω1Þ þ Jbðω2Þ�: ðA10Þ

JS is related to JT via

JS0ðv · qÞ ¼ JT0 ð−v · qÞ; JS11ðv · qÞ ¼ JT11ð−v · qÞ;
JS12ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT12ð−v · qÞ; JS21 ¼ JT21ð−v · qÞ;
JS22ðv · qÞ ¼ JT22ð−v · qÞ; JS23ðv · qÞ ¼ JT23ð−v · qÞ;
JS24ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT24ð−v · qÞ; JS31ðv · qÞ ¼ JT31ð−v · qÞ:
JS32ðv · qÞ ¼ JT32ð−v · qÞ; JS33ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT33ð−v · qÞ:
JS34ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT34ð−v · qÞ; JS35ðv · qÞ ¼ JT35ð−v · qÞ:
JS36ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT34ð−v · qÞ; JS41ðv · qÞ ¼ JT41ð−v · qÞ:
JS42ðv · qÞ ¼ JT42ð−v · qÞ; JS43ðv · qÞ ¼ JT43ð−v · qÞ:
JS44ðv · qÞ ¼ JT44ð−v · qÞ; JS45ðv · qÞ ¼ JT45ð−v · qÞ:
JS46ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT46ð−v · qÞ; JS47ðv · qÞ ¼ JT47ð−v · qÞ:
JS48ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT48ð−v · qÞ; JS49ðv · qÞ ¼ −JT49ð−v · qÞ:

ðA11Þ

JR and JB can be reduced to

JRðω1;ω2Þ ¼
1

ω2 − ω1

½JTðω1Þ − JTðω2Þ�; ðA12Þ

JBðω1;ω2Þ ¼
1

ω2 þ ω1

½JTðω1Þ þ JSðω2Þ�: ðA13Þ

Notice that in our main text the loop functions
Ja=bij ðm;ωÞ, Jg=hij ðm;ω1;ω2Þ, JFijðm1; m2; qÞ, JT=Sij ðm1;

m2;ω; qÞ, and JR=Bij ðm1; m2;ω1;ω2; qÞ in Eqs. (A1)–(A6)
are abbreviated as Ja=bij ðωÞ, Jg=hij ðω1;ω2Þ, JFij, JT=Sij ðωÞ, and
JR=Bij ðω1;ω2Þ, respectively.
Here we also list the chiral order of each J in Table II

based on the definitions (A1)–(A6).

APPENDIX B: THE RESULTS OF THE
POTENTIALS IN SCHEME I

Here we show the I ¼ 0 results under scheme I in Figs. 9
and 10. We choose three typical Λ values: 0.25, 0.35, and
0.45 GeV.
Because of the insufficient strengths of the potentials at

such low Λ, we cannot get the bound state solution.
Therefore, by solving the Schrödinger equation with the
I ¼ 0 VðrÞ atΛ ¼ 0.45 GeV, we refit the binding energy to
the location of the observed Tcc state by justifying the LEC
Da and Ea. Note that, for an illustration, we do not search
for the parameter region of the LECs, but vary them around
previous DRSM

a and ERSM
a with a same multiplier:

Da ¼ cDRSM
a , Ea ¼ cERSM

a . At last, we get c ¼ 2.7 at
Λ ¼ 0.45 GeV, and we show the potential VðrÞ with the
refitted LECs in the last diagram of Fig. 10.

TABLE II. The chiral order of each loop function J. Note that n stands for the order OðϵnÞ of a J function.

J Ja=b0 Ja=b11 Ja=b21 Ja=b22 Ja=b31 Ja=b32 Jg=h0 Jg=h11 Jg=h21 Jg=h22 Jg=h31 Jg=h32
JF0 JF11 JF21 JF22 JF31 JF32

n 1 2 3 3 4 4 0 1 2 2 3 3 0 0 0 2 2 0

J JT=S0 JT=S11 JT=S12 JT=S21 JT=S22 JT=S23 JT=S24 JT=S31 JT=S32 JT=S33 JT=S34 JT=S35 JT=S36
Jc0

n −1 −1 0 1 −1 1 0 1 −1 0 2 1 2 2

J JT=S41 JT=S42 JT=S43 JT=S44 JT=S45 JT=S46 JT=S47 JT=S48 JT=S49

n 3 1 −1 3 3 0 1 2 2

J JR=B0 JR=B11 JR=B12 JR=B21 JR=B22 JR=B23 JR=B24 JR=B31 JR=B32 JR=B33 JR=B34 JR=B35 JR=B36

n −2 −2 −1 0 −2 0 −1 0 −2 −1 1 0 1

J JR=B41 JR=B42 JR=B43 JR=B44 JR=B45 JR=B46 JR=B47 JR=B48 JR=B49

n 2 0 −2 2 2 −1 0 1 1
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APPENDIX C: THE INTERACTION KERNELS OF THE DD� SYSTEMS AT Oðϵ2Þ
Here we list the kernels KI¼0;1 at the second order Oðϵ2Þ,

KI¼0;μν
contactð2Þ ¼ im1m2

g2

f2
f6ðDaþDb−3Ea−3EbÞ½ðd−1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞþðd−2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þþ∂ωJb22ðδÞ�þ6ðd−2Þðd−3Þ

×ðDa−DbþEa−EbÞJg22ð0;0Þþ6½dðDa−DbþEa−EbÞþ2ðDbþEbÞ�Jg22ð−δ;−δÞþ12ðDaþEaÞJg22ðδ;δÞ
þ12ðDbþEbÞJg22ð−δ;δÞþ12ðDbþEbÞJg22ðδ;−δÞggμν; ðC1Þ

KI¼1;μν
contactð2Þ ¼ im1m2

g2

f2
f6ðDa−DbþEa−EbÞ½ðd−1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞþðd−2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þþ∂ωJb22ðδÞ�þ2ðd−2Þðd−3Þ

×ð3Da−Db−Ea−5EbÞJg22ð0;0Þþ4ðd−2Þðd−3ÞðDb−3EbÞJg22ð0;−δÞþ4ðd−2Þðd−3ÞðDb−3EbÞJg22ð−δ;0Þ
þ2½ð3d−2ÞDa−ðd−2ÞDbþð6−dÞEaþð10−5dÞEb�Jg22ð−δ;−δÞþ8ðDaþEaÞJg22ðδ;δÞ
−8ðDbþEbÞJg22ð−δ;δÞ−8ðDbþEbÞJg22ðδ;−δÞggμν; ðC2Þ

KI¼0;μν
1πð2Þ ¼ im1m2

1

p2 −m2

�
g4

f4

	
9

4
ððd − 1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞ þ ðd − 2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þ þ ∂ωJb22ðδÞÞ þ

3

4
ðd − 2Þðd − 3ÞJg22ð0;−δÞ

þ 3

4
ðd − 2Þðd − 3ÞJg22ð−δ; 0Þ −

3

4
Jg22ð−δ; δÞ −

3

4
Jg22ðδ;−δÞ



− 6

g2

f4
Jc0

�
pμpν; ðC3Þ

KI¼1;μν
1πð2Þ ¼ im1m2

1

p2 −m2

�
g4

f4

	
3

4
ððd − 1Þ∂ωJb22ð−δÞ þ ðd − 2Þ∂ωJb22ð0Þ þ ∂ωJb22ðδÞÞ þ

1

4
ðd − 2Þðd − 3ÞJg22ð0;−δÞ

þ 1

4
ðd − 2Þðd − 3ÞJg22ð−δ; 0Þ −

1

4
Jg22ð−δ; δÞ −

1

4
Jg22ðδ;−δÞ



− 2

g2

f4
Jc0

�
pμpν; ðC4Þ

KI¼0;μν
2πð2Þ ¼ KI¼0;μν

2πð2Þ ðqÞ þKI¼0;μν
2πð2Þ ðpÞ; ðC5Þ

FIG. 9. The I ¼ 0 DD� potentials VðqÞ under scheme I,
varying with cutoff Λ. q ¼ jq⃗j is the 3-momentum in units
of GeV.

FIG. 10. The I ¼ 0 DD� potentials VðrÞ under scheme I,
varying with cutoff Λ. Note that the LECs of the contact
contribution in the last diagram are fitted to Tcc mass.

HAO XU and LI-XIANG REN PHYS. REV. D 112, 114003 (2025)

114003-14



with

KI¼0;μν
2πð2Þ ðqÞ¼ im1m2

−3
4f4

f½ðd−3ÞJR22ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þ2ðd−3ÞJR32ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þðd−3ÞJR43ð−δ;0Þq⃗4−ðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;0Þq⃗2

−ð2dþ1Þðd−3ÞJR31ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JR31ð−δ;δÞq⃗2−ð2dþ1Þðd−3ÞJR42ð−δ;0Þq⃗2−JR42ð−δ;δÞq⃗2
þðd−3Þðd−2Þðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;0Þþðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;δÞ�g4þ2½ðd−3Þq0JS11ð0Þq⃗2−q0JT11ð−δÞq⃗2
þ3ðd−3Þq0JS22ð0Þq⃗2−3q0JT22ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3ÞJS24ð0Þq⃗2−2JT24ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3Þq0JS32ð0Þq⃗2−2q0JT32ð−δÞq⃗2
þ2ðd−3ÞJS33ð0Þq⃗2−2JT33ð−δÞq⃗2−ðd−3Þðd−2Þq0JS21ð0Þ−q0JS21ðδÞþðd−1Þq0JT21ð−δÞ
−2ðd−3Þðd−2Þq0JS31ð0Þ−2q0JS31ðδÞþ2ðd−1Þq0JT31ð−δÞ−2ðd−3Þðd−2ÞJS34ð0Þ−2JS34ðδÞ
þ2ðd−1ÞJT34ð−δÞ�g2þq20J

F
0 þ4q20J

F
11þ4q20J

F
21þ4JF22ggμν

þ im1m2

−3g2

2f4

�
−1
2
½−ðd−3ÞJR22ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þJR22ð−δ;δÞq⃗2

−2ðd−3ÞJR32ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þ2JR32ð−δ;δÞq⃗2−ðd−3ÞJR43ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þJR43ð−δ;δÞq⃗2þðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;0Þ−JR21ð−δ;δÞ
þðd2−9ÞJR31ð−δ;0Þ−ðdþ3ÞJR31ð−δ;δÞþðd2−9ÞJR42ð−δ;0Þ−ðdþ3ÞJR42ð−δ;δÞ�g2þðd−3Þq0JS11ð0Þ−q0JS11ðδÞ
þ3ðd−3Þq0JS22ð0Þ−3q0JS22ðδÞþ2ðd−3ÞJS24ð0Þ−2JS24ðδÞþ2ðd−3Þq0JS32ð0Þ−2q0JS32ðδÞþ2ðd−3ÞJS33ð0Þ

−2JS33ðδÞ
�
qμqν; ðC6Þ

KI¼0;μν
2πð2Þ ðpÞ ¼ im1m2

−3ðd − 3Þg4
4f4

JR21ð−δ;−δÞ½p⃗2gμν þ pμpν�; ðC7Þ

KI¼1;μν
2πð2Þ ¼ KI¼1;μν

2πð2Þ ðqÞ þKI¼1;μν
2πð2Þ ðpÞ; ðC8Þ

with

KI¼1;μν
2πð2Þ ðqÞ¼ im1m2

1

4f4
fð−5Þ½−ðd−3ÞJR22ð−δ;0Þq⃗4−2ðd−3ÞJR32ð−δ;0Þq⃗4−ðd−3ÞJR43ð−δ;0Þq⃗4þðd−3ÞJR21ð−δ;0Þq⃗2

þðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJR31ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þJR31ð−δ;δÞq⃗2þðd−3Þð2dþ1ÞJR42ð−δ;0Þq⃗2þJR42ð−δ;δÞq⃗2
−ðd−3Þðd−2Þðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;0Þ−ðdþ1ÞJR41ð−δ;δÞ�g4þ2½ðd−3Þq0JS11ð0Þq⃗2−q0JT11ð−δÞq⃗2
þ3ðd−3Þq0JS22ð0Þq⃗2−3q0JT22ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3ÞJS24ð0Þq⃗2−2JT24ð−δÞq⃗2þ2ðd−3Þq0JS32ð0Þq⃗2−2q0JT32ð−δÞq⃗2
þ2ðd−3ÞJS33ð0Þq⃗2−2JT33ð−δÞq⃗2−ðd−3Þðd−2Þq0JS21ð0Þ−q0JS21ðδÞþðd−1Þq0JT21ð−δÞ
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