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We determine the adiabatic tidal contributions to the radiation reacted momentum impulse Δpμ
i and

scattering angle θ between two scattered massive bodies (neutron stars) at next-to-next-to-leading post-
Minkowskian order. The state-of-the-art three-loop (fourth post-Mikowskian order) worldline quantum
field theory toolkit using dimensional regularization is employed to establish the classical observables. We
encounter divergent terms in the gravitoelectric and gravitomagnetic quadrupolar sectors necessitating the
addition of postadiabatic counterterms in this classical theory. This leads us to include also the leading
postadiabatic tidal contributions to the observables. The resulting renormalization group flow of the
associated postadiabatic Love numbers is established and shown to agree with a recent gravitoelectric third
post-Newtonian analysis in the nonrelativistic limit.
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With today’s routine detection of gravitational waves by
the LIGO-Virgo-Kagra observatories emitted from binary
merger events of black holes and neutron stars in
our Universe [1–3] we are in the era of gravitational wave
astronomy. The upcoming space- and earth-based third
generation of observatories will widen the frequency
range and dramatically increase the sensitivity of the
observations [4–6]. This situation calls for in par precision
predictions from theory for the observables in the gravita-
tional two-body problem. To achieve this a combination of
analytical and numerical approaches is being pursued
actively: from the perturbative, analytical side the post-
Newtonian [7–9] and post-Minkowskian (PM) [10–14]
expansions cover the inspiral phase where the two bodies
are still well separated and weak gravitational fields apply;
while the self-force expansion [15–18] assumes a mass
hierarchy in the two bodies but works exactly in Newton’s
coupling G. These perturbative results may be resummed
using effective-one-body techniques [19,20] to extend their
validity close to merger where numerical relativity (NR)
[21–23] techniques become indispensable.
Recently, considerable progress has been made upon

importing modern techniques from perturbative quantum
field theory (QFT) to the problem in the PM expansion.

While the natural habitat for the PM expansion is the
scattering of black holes or neutron stars [24–28], the
scattering data may nevertheless be used to inform models
for the bound-state problem that should become particu-
larly relevant for highly eccentric orbits [29–34]. As long as
the objects’ separation is large compared to their intrinsic
sizes, they have an effective description in terms of a
massive point particle coupled to Einstein’s theory of
gravity that may be systematically corrected for intrinsic
degrees of freedom such as spin or tidal effects [35].
Based on this effective worldline approach two-body
scattering observables (deflections and Bremsstrahlung
waveforms) have recently been computed up to next-to-
next-to-next-to-leading order (deflections) and leading
order (Bremsstrahlung) [36–55]. In parallel, great leaps
in the QFT based PM expansions were achieved using
techniques based on scattering amplitudes in which quan-
tum field act as avatars of black holes (BHs) or neutron
stars (NSs) [56–89].
Next to the masses and spins of the compact objects, tidal

deformations are a significant astrophysical phenomenon
and observational goal. NSs develop a quadrupole moment
due to the tidal interaction with their companion star or
BH [90,91]. The strength of this effect is parametrized by
the Love numbers that quantify the magnitude of the
induced multipole moment in response to an external
gravitational field. Measuring them through gravitational
waves provides insights into the strong interaction matter
within neutron stars. In fact, the gravitational wave signal
GW170817 observing the first NS-NS merger [2] was able
to put constraints on the first (gravitoelectric) Love number
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with consequences for the neutron star equation of state
[92–95]. The tidal interactions give rise to oscillation
modes of the NS, and in particular the so-called f-mode
dynamical tides [96,97] have been argued to be central for
inferring the NS equation of state from the emitted
gravitational waves in a merger [98]. In the adiabatic limit
the tides do not oscillate independently and are locked to
the external gravitoelectric and gravitomagnetic fields—the
limit we shall consider in this work.
In the PN expansion gravitomagnetic and gravitoelectric

tides have been established up to 2PN order [99,100] and
recently the state-of-the art has been extended to 3PN for
dynamical and adiabatic tides [101,102].Working in dimen-
sional regularization the authors of Ref. [102] encountered a
UV divergence that necessitated the inclusion of a post-
adiabatic counterterm, leading to a renormalization group
flow of its postadiabatic Love number. Meanwhile, in the
PM expansion the two-body scattering observables of
the impulse (change of momentum) and scattering angle
in the presence of tidal interactions have been determined at
2PM [103–106] and 3PM [38] order in the conservative
sector.We updated the 3PMresult to include dissipation [51]
using the in-in worldline QFT (WQFT) formalism. In
addition, the Bremsstrahlung waveform with tidal effects
at leading order was established in Refs. [44,51].
In this Letter we lift this tidal precision prediction for the

impulse and scattering angle to the 4PM, i.e., next-to-next-
to-leading order (NNLO) in the PM expansion—both in the
conservative and dissipative sectors and for the gravito-
electric and gravitomagnetic tides. As it turns out, this
classical computation suffers from an UV (ultraviolet)
divergence that may be attributed to the point-particle
approximation of the neutron star, equivalent to what
was seen at 3PN order [101,102].1 We regulate the theory
using dimensional regularization in the bulk, i.e., the
worldline action remains one dimensional. While
Newton’s constant G is continued to D ¼ 4 − 2ϵ dimen-
sions, GD ¼ ð4πeγER2Þ−ϵG, introducing an arbitrary length
scale R, the Love numbers are not dimensionally continued.
Removing the UV divergence through a postadiabatic
counterterm then induces a renormalization group flow
of the associated postadiabatic Love numbers, matching the
flow in the gravitoelectric sector in the PN analysis of
Ref. [102]. Using our results for the impulse and scattering
angle we also establish the linear and angular momentum,
at 4PM and 3PM order, respectively, radiated off by the
gravitational waves emitted in the encounter of the two NSs.

Worldline effective action. The effective description of
nonspinning compact objects (neutron stars) including the
leading-order adiabatic tidal couplings takes the form of a

point-particle action S ¼ P
2
i¼1 S

ðiÞ
pp þ SðiÞtidal, where [36]

SðiÞpp ¼ −mi

Z
dτ

�
1

2e
gμνẋ

μ
i ẋ

ν
i þ

e
2

�
; ð1Þ

SðiÞtidal ¼ −mi

Z
dτ

�
cðiÞE2

e3
EðiÞ
μνEðiÞμν þ cðiÞB2

e3
BðiÞ
μνBðiÞμν

�
: ð2Þ

Here xμi ðτÞ is the trajectory of the ith body of mass mi and
eðτÞ is the einbein ensuring reparametrization invariance of

the worldline theory. The quadrupole Love numbers cðiÞ
E2

and cðiÞ
B2 (Wilson coefficients in an effective field theory

nomenclature) are of mass dimension four and couple to the
gravitoelectric and gravitomagnetic curvature tensors

EðiÞ
μν ≔ Rμανβẋαi ẋ

β
i ; BðiÞ

μν ≔ R�
μανβẋ

α
i ẋ

β
i ; ð3Þ

with the dual Riemann tensor R�
μανβ ≔

1
2
ϵνβρσRμα

ρσ.

Introducing BðiÞ
μνρ ¼ Rαμνρẋαi

ffiffiffiffiffi
ẋ2i

p
we note the relation

BðiÞ
μνBðiÞμν ¼ EðiÞ

μνEðiÞμν −
1

2
BðiÞ
μνρBðiÞ μνρ; ð4Þ

that generalizes (2) to D dimensions. These are the first of
an infinite series of tidal Love number couplings, capturing
the linear response of the compact body to an external
gravitational field. For the case of a black hole they are
known to vanish [109–111].
The two neutron stars xμi ðτÞ interact gravitationally

according to the gauge-fixed Einstein-Hilbert action

Sbulk ¼
Z

dDx

�
−

1

16πGD

ffiffiffiffiffiffi
−g

p
Rþ

�
∂νhμν −

1

2
∂
μhνν

�
2
�
ð5Þ

in the bulk, where gμν ¼ ημν þ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
32πGD

p
hμν and hμν is the

graviton field. Here, we take GD ¼ ð4πeγER2Þ−ϵG, the
extension of Newton’s constant G to D ¼ 4 − 2ϵ dimen-
sions, working in an MS scheme adapted to configuration
space. R denotes an intrinsic length scale of the compact
object, such as its radius.
Let us briefly comment on our PM counting scheme. For

a neutron star, or other compact body whose radius is of the
order of its Schwarzschild radius, it is natural to factor the
scale of the Schwarzschild radius out of the Love numbers
such that

cðiÞ
E2 ¼ ðGmiÞ4c̃ðiÞE2 ; cðiÞ

B2 ¼ ðGmiÞ4c̃ðiÞB2 ; ð6Þ

with dimensionless Love numbers c̃ðiÞ
E2=B2 of order unity.

From that perspective, the results reported in this Letter are
enhanced with an additional factor of G4, which pushes
them to the (physical) 8PM order. In this Letter, however,
we opt for a (formal) PM counting aligned with all explicit

1This divergence was also seen in gravitational radiation from
a single compact object with a quadrupole in Refs. [107,108].
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instances of G in the action—Eqs. (5) and (7) below. For
the adiabatic tidal results this implies that nPM corresponds
with (n − 1) loops while for the postadiabatic interaction
introduced below nPM corresponds with (n − 3) loops
(see, e.g., also the discussion in Ref. [112] regarding PM
counting with spin).

Renormalization. As mentioned above, in the computation
of the impulse at the (formal) 4PM level one encounters an
UV divergence that is canceled upon including the post-
adiabatic tidal counterterm

SðiÞct ¼ −m3
i G

2

Z
dτ

�
cðiÞ
E2 κ̃

ðiÞ
Ė2

e5
ĖðiÞ
μν ĖðiÞμν þ cðiÞ

B2 κ̃
ðiÞ
Ḃ2

e5
ḂðiÞ
μν ḂðiÞμν

�
ð7Þ

to the total action. Note that we need to use the 4D Newton
constant G here, as the worldline action remains one
dimensional. In the present work, the postadiabatic counter
term Eq. (7) is required only at tree level. At leading order
in G its last term straightforwardly generalizes to D
dimensions as

ḂðiÞ
μν ḂðiÞμν ¼ ĖðiÞ

μν ĖðiÞμν −
1

2
ḂðiÞ
μνρḂðiÞ μνρ þOðG3Þ: ð8Þ

In Eq. (7) the dimensionless postadiabatic Love numbers
κ̃Ė2=Ḃ2 take the form [dropping the neutron star label (i)]

κ̃Ė2 ¼ −
107

105

1

ϵ
þ κĖ2 ;

κ̃Ḃ2 ¼ −
107

105

1

ϵ
þ κḂ2 ; ð9Þ

with the counterterms removing the divergences appearing
at the 4PM order being given by the 1=ϵ terms. We also
include finite postadiabatic Love numbers κĖ2 and κḂ2 .
They experience a renormalization group flow as follows:
the bare gravitational coupling GD is independent of the
scale R, so the flow equation for Newton’s constant reads

0 ¼ R
d
dR

GD ¼ R
d
dR

�ð4πeγER2Þ−ϵG�;
¼

�
−2ϵGþ R

d
dR

G

�
ð4πeγER2Þ−ϵ; ð10Þ

i.e., there is no flow of G in D ¼ 4 dimensions. The bare
couplings in (2) and (7) do not depend on the scale R, hence

0 ¼ R
d
dR

cE2 ;

0 ¼ R
d
dR

ðcE2G2κ̃Ė2Þ;

¼ cE2G2R
d
dR

κĖ2 −
107

105

cE2

ϵ
R

d
dR

G2: ð11Þ

Together with (10), this then yields the β functions for the
renormalized couplings κĖ2 and κḂ2 [101,102]

βκĖ2 ¼ R
dκĖ2

dR
¼ 428

105
; βκḂ2 ¼ R

dκḂ2

dR
¼ 428

105
: ð12Þ

These induce a logarithmic flow of the renormalized
postadiabatic Love numbers as

κĖ2ðRÞ ¼ κĖ2ðR0Þ þ
428

105
log

�
R
R0

�
; ð13aÞ

κḂ2ðRÞ ¼ κḂ2ðR0Þ þ
428

105
log

�
R
R0

�
; ð13bÞ

where R0 is an arbitrary length scale.2

Computation. Our 4PM computation is performed using
the WQFT three-loop workflow as described in [113,114],
which we briefly review. The full tidal effective field theory
is given by the sum of the bulk Eq. (5) and worldline
actions of Eqs. (1) and (7). For the worldline trajectories we
perform a background field expansion about straight line
trajectories

xμi ðτÞ ¼ bμi þ vμi τ þ zμi ðτÞ; ð14Þ

with perturbative deflections zμi ðτÞ. This setup reflects the
scattering scenario parametrized by the impact parameters
bμi and incoming velocities vμi . In addition we define the
physical impact parameter bμ ¼ jbjb̂μ ¼ ðb2 − b1Þμ and we
impose vi · b ¼ 0. Moreover, in the PM expansion the
metric is taken to be gμν ¼ ημν þ

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
32πGD

p
hμν. The goal is

to construct perturbative-in-G solutions to the equations of
motion for the deflections zμi ðτÞ, which is efficiently
generated in a diagrammatic fashion in the WQFT formal-
ism—see Ref. [14] for a recent review.
The propagating fields zμi ðτÞ and hμνðxÞ have the retarded

propagators

ð15aÞ

ð15bÞ

2Note that the 3PN reference [102] works with different
conventions than we do. Their postadiabatic coupling is minus
one-half ours, κPN ¼−κ=2, their adiabatic coupling λPN ¼ 4mcE2 ,
and they take D − 1 ¼ 3þ εPN , i.e., εPN ¼ −2ϵ. Taking this into
account, we agree with their findings.
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using the Schwinger-Keldysh in-in formalism [51,115].
The worldline vertex rules originating from Spp in Eq. (1)
at lower multiplicities have been exposed explicitly
in [49,113]: the vertex couples one graviton to m world-
line deflections and conserves the energy on the worldline.
The vertices originating from the tidal terms Eq. (2)
involve n ≥ 2 gravitons and m worldline deflections—
for the 4PM order computation we need the vertices with
up to four graviton legs n ¼ 2, 3, 4. The counterterm (7)
on the other hand, gives rise to an n ≥ 2 graviton and
m-worldline vertex, that we only need for n ¼ 2 and
m ¼ 0, 1, cf. Fig. 1. The bulk graviton vertices are
standard, yet involved. Using these Feynman rules the
WQFT tree-level one-point functions hzμi ðτÞi may be
systematically constructed. They solve the classical equa-
tions of motion [14,116].

WQFT workflow at 4PM. For the computation of the
impulse, i.e., the change of momentum under the scattering
process,

Δpμ
i ¼ −miω

2hzμi ðωÞijω¼0 ¼
X
n>0

ΔpðnÞμ
i : ð16Þ

At the 4PM level Δpð4Þμ
i we employ an in-house

FORM- [117] and Mathematica-based code that employs
a Berends-Giele-type recursion for the integrand construc-
tion. At this order we face three-loop Feynman integrals
that depend on the momentum transfer qμ and the relativ-
istic γ ¼ v1 · v2 factor. The jqj may be scaled out and
we subsequently reduce the single-scale tensor integrals
to scalars. The integration-by-part reduction and projection
on the 4PM master integral basis was obtained in
[113,114]. The 4PM master integrals in turn are three-
loop single scale integrals (depending on γ) that have been
solved employing the differential canonical equation
method [118,119] and the method of regions [120]
in the conservative and dissipative domains [113,114],
see also [84,121–123].
The final step is a Fourier transform of the momentum

transfer qμ to impact parameter space. Here one novelty to
the spinning 4PM computation of [113,114] is the appear-
ance of log jRqj terms:

Z
q
eiq·bδðq · v1Þδðq · v2Þjqjν log jRqj

¼ 2ν−1

πðD−2Þ=2 ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p Γ
	
D−2þν

2



Γ
�
− ν

2

� �
−2 log





 b
2R






þ ψ

�
−
ν

2

�
þ ψ

�
D − 2þ ν

2

��
jbj2−D−ν; ð17Þ

with the digamma function ψðzÞ ≔ Γ0ðzÞ=ΓðzÞ. This may
be most easily derived from the Fourier transform of jqjν
via a derivative on the exponent ν. At 4PM order the
impulse separates into the test-body contributions with
linear mass dependence, m1m4

2 or m4
1m2, and the compa-

rable-mass contributions, m2
1m

3
2 or m3

1m
2
2. In total we face

258 graphs contributing to the 4PM tidal effects—see Fig. 2
for some examples. The divergences arise in the compa-
rable mass sectors. The postadiabatic contributions involv-
ing the counterterm are depicted in Fig. 3 and amount to a
one-loop integration. Due to the m3 factor in the counter-
term vertices (Fig. 1) they contribute to m2

1m
3
2 and m3

1m
2
2

terms as well, thereby canceling the 1=ϵ poles.

Impulse. Tidal contributions to the 4PM impulse may be
split into a conservative Δpð4Þμ

i;cons and dissipative contribu-

tion Δpð4Þμ
i;diss due to the presence of radiative (R) or potential

(P) bulk gravitons [113,114]. At the 4PM level only two
gravitons may go on-shell and can become radiative. The
conservative sector is given by the (PP) region and also
receives contributions from the (RR) part—these may be
identified upon using Feynman propagators for the bulk
gravitons. Dissipative contributions, on the other hand,

FIG. 1. The tidal interaction vertices needed for the 4PM (order κ8) computation, originating from Stidal (2) and the counterterm
vertices originating from Sct (7).

FIG. 2. Examples of 4PM graphs linear in tidal coefficients
contributing to the test-body m1m4

2 sector.

FIG. 3. The postadiabatic graphs proportional to κ̃Ė2 and κ̃Ḃ2

that also cancel the divergence.
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emerge from the mixed (PR) contribution and the remain-
der of the (RR) part, reflecting the number of radiative
gravitons.
Let us begin with the postadiabatic contributions to the

4PM impulse, proportional to κðiÞ
Ė2=Ḃ2ðRÞ and involving one-

loop integrals, of Fig. 3, that, for NS 1, take the form

Δpð4Þμ
1;tidal0 ¼ b̂μ

1575G4m2
1m

2
2

512jbj8 πγv
X
X;i

fX2mic
ðiÞ
X2κ

ðiÞ
Ẋ2ðRÞ; ð18Þ

and which we label by a prime on the tidal subscript. The
index i runs over the two particles and X over E and B with
functions fX2ðγÞ given by

fE2 ¼21γ4−14γ2þ9; fB2 ¼7ð3γ3−2γ2−1Þ; ð19Þ

The adiabatic tidal contributions to the conservative
impulse of NS 1 takes the form

Δpð4Þμ
1;tidal;cons ¼

G4m2
1m

2
2

jbj8
X3
l¼1

ρμl

�
m2

2

m1

ClðγÞ þ
m2

2

m1

C̄lðγÞ þ
X19
α¼1

FαðγÞðm2Dα;lðγÞ þm1D̄α;lðγÞÞ
�

þ b̂μ
1605G4m2

1m
2
2

128jbj8 π
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

q
log





 2bR




 ×X

i;X

fX2mic
ðiÞ
X2 ; ð20Þ

where ρμl ¼ fb̂μ; vμ1; vμ2g. The coefficient functions C; C̄;D, and D̄ are linear in the tidal Love numbers and rational

functions of γ, up to integer powers of
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p
ClðγÞ ¼

X
i¼1;2

cðiÞ
E2C

ðiÞ
E;lðγÞ þ cðiÞ

B2C
ðiÞ
B;lðγÞ;

Dα;lðγÞ ¼
X
i¼1;2

cðiÞE2D
ðiÞ
E;α;lðγÞ þ cðiÞB2D

ðiÞ
B;α;lðγÞ: ð21Þ

Analogous relations hold for the barred quantities. We find 19 basis functions from the three loop integrals at the 4PM order,

which we choose to be even in v ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1 − γ−2

p
, of the following form:

F1;…;5 ¼
(
1;

log½x�ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p ; log

�
γþ
2

�
; log2½x�; log½x� log

�γþ
2

�
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p
)
;

F6;…;9 ¼
�
log½γ�; log2

�
γþ
2

�
;Li2

�
γ−
γþ

�
;Li2

�
−
γ−
γþ

��
;

F10;…;13 ¼
(

log½x�ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p log½γ�; 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p χ2

� ffiffiffiffiffi
γ−
γþ

r �
;Li2½−x2� − 4Li2½−x� − log½4� log½x� − π2

4
;

Li2½−x� − Li2
�
− 1

x

�þ log½4� log½x�ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p
)
;

F14;15;16 ¼
�
E2

�
γ−
γþ

�
;K2

�
γ−
γþ

�
;E

�
γ−
γþ

�
K

�
γ−
γþ

��
;

F17;18;19 ¼
�
log

�
γ−
2

�
;
log

�γ−
2

�
log½x�ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

γ2 − 1
p ; log

�
γ−
2

�
log

�
γþ
2

��
; ð22Þ

where γ� ¼ γ � 1, x ¼ γ −
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p
and χν½z� ¼ 1

2
ðLiν½z� − Liν½−z�Þ is the Legendre chi function. Note the appearance of

complete elliptic integrals of the first and second kind in entries F14;15;16. In the conservative impulse the contributions to the
vμi directions, i.e., l ¼ 2, 3 in (20), only pick up the basis functions F1 and F2.
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For the dissipative sector we find

Δpð4Þμ
1;tidal;diss ¼

G4m2
1m

2
2

jbj8
X3
l¼1

ρμl

×
X13
α¼1

FαðγÞðm2Eα;lðγÞ þm1Ēα;lðγÞÞ�; ð23Þ

which only uses the first 13 basis functions of (22) and does
not have a probe-limit m1m4

2 or m4
1m2 contribution. As

mentioned above, the (RP) and (RR) regions contribute
here, which we denote in the following as rad1 and rad2,
respectively. In analogy to (21) the coefficient functions
read

Eα;lðγÞ ¼
X
i¼1;2

cðiÞ
E2E

ðiÞ
E;α;lðγÞ þ cðiÞ

B2E
ðiÞ
B;α;lðγÞ; ð24Þ

and similarly for the barred one. The explicit form of (21)
and (24) are collected in the ancillary file included in the
arXiv.org submission of this Letter.

Scattering angle. A relative, dissipative scattering angle θ
may be defined as follows. First, we define the relative
momentum,

pμ ¼ ν

Γ2

�
γm1 þm2

m1

pμ
1 −

γm2 þm1

m2

pμ
2

�
; ð25Þ

with ν ¼ m1m2=M2, total mass M ¼ m1 þm2, and Γ ¼
E=M, such that in the initial center of mass frame total
momentum Pμ ¼ pμ

1 þ pμ
2, and we have pμ

1 ¼ ðE1; pÞ and
pμ
2 ¼ ðE2;−pÞ with pμ ¼ ð0; pÞ and E ¼ jPμj. The relative

scattering angle is now defined as the angle between the
initial and final value of pμ taken in the initial center of
mass frame. For planar scattering one finds the formula

tanðθÞ ¼ −
b̂ · Δp

p∞ − p̂ · Δp
; ð26Þ

which for conservative scattering reduces to

sin

�
θcons
2

�
¼ jΔpμ

i;consj
2p∞

: ð27Þ

The angle is PM expanded, θ ¼ P∞
n¼1 θ

ðnÞ, and expanded
in the tidal couplings

θðnÞ ¼θðnÞpp þθðnÞtidal0 þ
X
X¼E;B

�
θðn;þÞ
X2 cðþÞ

X2 þθðn;−Þ
X2 δcð−Þ

X2

�
: ð28Þ

The first term describes the point-particle tidal-free part, the
second term postadiabatic tidal effects and the final terms
adiabatic tidal corrections. The relative mass difference is

δ ¼ ðm1 −m2Þ=M and we use symmetric finite-size cou-
plings defined by

cð�Þ
E2 ¼ cð1Þ

E2 � cð2Þ
E2 ; cð�Þ

B2 ¼ cð1Þ
B2 � cð2Þ

B2 : ð29Þ

The leading adiabatic tidal effects appear at second PM
order and the leading postadiabatic effects at fourth PM
order (in our formal PM counting).
The (leading-order) 4PM postadiabatic angle is derived

from one-loop integrals, and reads

θð4Þtidal0 ¼ Γ
1575πν

512

ðGMÞ4
jbj8

X
X

fX2κðþÞ
Ẋ2 ðRÞ; ð30Þ

with

κðþÞ
Ẋ2 ðRÞ ¼

m1c
ð1Þ
X2 κ

ð1Þ
Ẋ2 ðRÞ þm2c

ð2Þ
X2 κ

ð2Þ
Ẋ2 ðRÞ

M
: ð31Þ

The 4PM tidal contributions take a similar form as the tidal-
free angle:

θð4;�Þ
X2 ¼ Γ

ðGMÞ4
jbj8

�
θð�Þ
X2;cons;ν0

þ νθð�Þ
X2;cons;ν1

þ ν

Γ2
ðθð�Þ

X2;diss;ν1 þ νθð�Þ
X2;diss;ν2Þ

�
: ð32Þ

The angle coefficients of this expansion depend only on γ
and log j2b=Rj, and may be expanded on the function basis
FαðγÞ in terms of polynomials of γ (up to

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
γ2 − 1

p
).

The angle satisfies the same tail relation as pointed out in
Ref. [113]:

θð4Þtidal;tail ¼ GE
∂Eð3Þ

tidal;rad

∂L
log

�
γ − 1

2

�
; ð33Þ

where we define θð4Þtidal;tail as the part of θ
ð4Þ
tidal in the direction

of the tail functions Fα with α ¼ 17, 18, 19 that depend on
log½γ−=2�, Erad being the radiated energy.

Linear response. The dissipative angle obeys the same
linear response relation as derived in Ref. [114]

θð4Þ
tidal;rad1

¼ −
1

2

�
∂θð1Þpp

∂L
Lð3Þ
tidal;rad þ

∂θð1Þpp

∂E
Eð3Þ
tidal;rad

þ ∂θð2Þtidal

∂L
Lð2Þ
pp;rad

�
; ð34Þ

where the “pp” subscript refers to point-particle (and so
tidal-free) contributions. We note that neither the 1PM
angle nor the 2PM loss of angular momentum have a tidal
contribution. On the left-hand side, the subscript “rad1”
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refers to the part of the angle including a single radiative
graviton. This part may also be identified from its odd
scaling under v → −v. Knowledge of the 4PM rad1 angle
completely determines the 3PM tidal loss of angular
momentum, and vice versa (assuming knowledge of other
relevant 3PM observables). The 3PM tidal loss of angular
momentum was previously derived in Ref. [71] with which

we fully agree. The result for Lð3Þ
rad reads

Lð3Þ
tidal;rad ¼

πG3M4ν2

jbj6Γ3

X3
α¼1

FαðγÞ
X
X¼E;B

×
�
HðþÞ

α;X2ðγÞcðþÞ
X2 þHð−Þ

α;X2ðγÞδcð−ÞX2

�
; ð35Þ

where the functions H�
i;X2ðγÞ are polynomial (up toffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

γ2 − 1
p

) in γ and is a linear function in ν. This result,
together with point-particle result, is provided in the
ancillary file on arXiv.org.

Checks. The results in this paper build on the 3PM results
of Ref. [51], and naturally agree with them. In addition, we
have checked that the post-Newtonian limit v → 0 of the
conservative scattering angle reproduces the 2PN and 3PN
scattering angles reported in Refs. [102,124].3 They also
obey the nontrivial checks Eqs. (33) and (34) (reproducing
the 3PM loss of angular momentum of Ref. [71]) and in
general we have checked that the impulse obeys the
constraints ðpi þ ΔpiÞ2 ¼ p2

i , which provides a further
internal consistency check.

Conclusions. In this Letter we have applied the worldline
quantum field theory formalism to tidal effects at 4PM
order, demonstrating the power of our technology. It is
worth stressing that the work flow was identical (if not
simpler) than in the case of spin [113,114]. We established
tidal effects in the impulse in the conservative and dis-
sipative sectors at 4PM and derived the conservative and
dissipative scattering angle. A new feature appearing at this
NNLO order is the need to include postadiabatic couplings
in order to cancel a divergence in this classical field theory
computation which results in a renormalization group flow
of the postadiabatic Love numbers. We also confirmed
the tidal contributions to the radiated angular momentum
previously derived by Heissenberg via very different
methods [71]. Our findings will be potentially useful
for improving future waveform models to include tidal
effects [125]. They represent yet another mosaic stone in
our steadily improving picture of highest-precision gravi-
tational wave physics.
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