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We establish a geometric correspondence between the functional renormalization group and a Ricci flow
modified by a potential-driven diffeomorphism. By rewriting the Polchinski exact renormalization group
(RG) equation as an infinite-dimensional Fokker-Planck equation for field-distribution functionals, we
show how a probability flow driven by a “thermodynamic” free-energy functional induces the evolution of
the Fisher information metric on the coupling-constant manifold. Using the continuous scale-dissipation
rate of this free-energy functional, we construct an RG-flow entropy functional that provides an infinite-
dimensional counterpart of Perelman’s F -entropy. The parametric Hessian of this RG-flow entropy then
encodes the scale deformation of the Fisher information metric, thereby linking the Jordan–Kinderlehrer–
Otto (JKO)-Wasserstein flow in field-configuration space to the geometry of the coupling-constant
manifold. An emergent scalar information potential Φ encodes the potential-driven diffeomorphism
component, restoring the tensorial form of the flow under reparametrizations of the coupling coordinates.
In this representation, the successive integration of high-energy degrees of freedom effectively smooths out
the curvature of the information manifold so that RG fixed points are realized as steady Ricci soliton
equilibria. These results connect quantum field theory, optimal transport, and Perelman’s theory of
geometric evolution, providing a geometric framework for characterizing the stability, universality, and
topological structure of quantum field theories.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The renormalization group (RG), introduced by Wilson
and Wegner [1,2], provides a systematic framework for
describing how effective quantum theories change under
coarse graining and how macroscopic phenomena emerge
from microscopic degrees of freedom. Within this broad
framework, the functional renormalization group (FRG)
provides nonperturbative exact flow equations, most promi-
nently the Wetterich equation for the effective average
action ΓΛ [3]. However, a general information-geometric
principle that connects exact RG trajectories to the metric
and curvature dynamics of the coupling-constant manifold
has not yet been fully established.
A natural language for such a principle is information

geometry, which endows a parametrized family of prob-
ability distributions with a Riemannian structure through

the Fisher information metric, thereby quantifying the
statistical distinguishability of neighboring effective the-
ories [4–8]. Related information-geometric and thermody-
namic approaches have been used to interpret RG
trajectories in theory space as geodesic motion, entropy-
producing flows, or gradient flows associated with mono-
tone functionals [9–17]. Coarse graining has also been
interpreted in terms of information loss and statistical
inference, and RG transformations have been formulated
as quantum channels whose contraction of distinguish-
ability induces an information-geometric structure [18–20].
More recently, an exact FRG evolution equation has been
derived for the divergence functional, while the information
geometry of Euclidean quantum fields has been developed
at the functional level in terms of metrics, connections, and
covariant derivatives [21,22].
On the geometric-analysis side, Hamilton’s Ricci flow and

Perelman’s F -entropy provide an entropy-gradient formu-
lation of curvature evolution, in which the F -functional is
monotone along the modified Ricci-flow dynamics [23–28].
A well-known physical precedent for relating RG flow to
curvature evolution arises in nonlinear sigma models, where
the one-loop beta function of the target-space metric is
proportional to the target-space Ricci tensor [29–35].
However, this target-space relation does not by itself provide
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a curvature-flow formulation for the Fisher information
metric on the coupling-constant manifold. Recent optimal-
transport approaches have shown that Polchinski’s exact
RG equation can be reformulated as a Wasserstein gradient
flow of a field-theoretic relative entropy [36]. What remains
to be developed is a tensorial geometric description of the
induced Fisher-metric flow, including the intrinsic curva-
ture of this information manifold and the diffeomorphism
component associated with reparametrizations of the cou-
pling coordinates.
In this paper, we bridge these approaches by starting

from the Polchinski form of the exact RG and constructing
a modified Ricci-flow representation of the induced Fisher-
metric dynamics. Specifically, we formulate this exact RG
flow as a functional Jordan–Kinderlehrer–Otto (JKO)-
Wasserstein gradient flow of probability functionals over
field configurations, driven by a “thermodynamic” free-
energy functional [36]. From this construction, we propose
a modified Ricci-flow equation for the Fisher information
metric on the coupling-constant manifold: its scale deriva-
tive decomposes into the intrinsic Ricci curvature and the
covariant Hessian of an emergent scalar information
potential Φ. Although Φ is determined implicitly rather
than solved in closed form, its covariant Hessian generates
the potential-driven diffeomorphism term that absorbs the
coordinate-dependent components of the Fisher-metric
flow and restores covariance under reparametrizations of
the coupling coordinates.
We further construct an RG-flow entropy functional from

the continuous scale-dissipation rate of the same thermo-
dynamic free-energy functional, showing that the renorm-
alization-induced deformation of the Fisher metric is
governed by the parametric Hessian of this entropic land-
scape. Consequently, these results place the nonperturbative
exact RG flow within Perelman’s theory of geometric
evolution, providing a geometric framework for character-
izing RG fixed points as steady Ricci soliton equilibria of
the information manifold.

II. FROM FOKKER-PLANCK EQUATION
TO RICCI FLOW

A. From Fokker-Planck equation to information
metric flow

To describe the dynamical evolution of a statistical ensem-
ble, we consider the Fokker-Planck equation [37–40], which
governs the spatiotemporal evolution of the probability
density function pðx; t; θaÞ:

∂tpðx; t; θaÞ ¼ −∂iðAiðx; θaÞpðx; t; θaÞÞ
þ ∂iðBijðx; θaÞ∂jpðx; t; θaÞÞ: ð1Þ

Here, the drift vector Ai represents the deterministic macro-
scopic flow of the system, and the diffusion tensor Bij

accounts for stochastic fluctuations. This Fokker-Planck

framework is introduced based on the structural correspon-
dence between statistical diffusion and the RG flow, where
the successive integration of high-energy modes operates as
a coarse-graining process. Consequently, Eq. (1) determines
the scale-dependent evolution of the information metric gab,
providing the initial framework for the geometric mapping
to the Ricci flow.
To analyze the geometric structure of the parameter

space associated with pðx; t; θaÞ, we employ the Fisher
information metric gab, defined as [4,5,41]

gabðt; θaÞ ¼
Z

ddxpðx; t; θaÞ∂a lnpðx; t; θaÞ

× ∂b lnpðx; t; θaÞ: ð2Þ

This metric quantifies the distinguishability of probability
distributions under an infinitesimal variation of the
parameters θa, endowing the parameter manifold with
a Riemannian structure that reflects the fluctuations of the
system.
When the probability density pðx; t; θaÞ evolves accord-

ing to Eq. (1), the time evolution rate of the Fisher
information metric, ġab, is derived from the continuity
structure of the probability current. Following geometric
formulations of stochastic systems [42,43], the metric
deformation equation is given by

ġabðt; θaÞ ¼
Z

ddxpðx; t; θaÞ½ð∂aviðx; t; θaÞÞ

× ∂ið∂b lnpðx; t; θaÞÞ þ ð∂bviðx; t; θaÞÞ
× ∂ið∂a lnpðx; t; θaÞÞ�; ð3Þ

where viðx; t; θaÞ denotes the effective velocity field of the
probability current, defined as

viðx; t; θaÞ ¼ Aiðx; θaÞ − 1

pðx; t; θaÞB
ijðx; θaÞ∂jpðx; t; θaÞ:

ð4Þ

Equation (4) defines the net probability current velocity by
balancing the drift Ai against the diffusion-induced flow.
Accordingly, Eq. (3) shows that the evolution of the
information metric is determined by the gradients of this
velocity field coupled with the informational score func-
tions. This relation indicates that local information dis-
sipation during drift and diffusion processes results in a
global geometric deformation of the parameter space,
establishing the mathematical basis for a comparison with
the canonical Ricci flow. For this formulation, we assume
that the probability density pðx; t; θaÞ belongs to a smooth,
rapidly decreasing continuous class, where parameter
derivatives decay faster than any polynomial at the boun-
dary, ensuring that all boundary terms from integration by
parts vanish.
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B. From the information metric flow to the Ricci flow

Ricci flow evolves a Riemannian metric according to
∂tgab ¼ −2Rab, where Rab is the Ricci tensor constructed
from gab. It describes how the local distance structure of a
manifold changes in response to its intrinsic curvature. For
the Fisher metric, these distances quantify the statistical
distinguishability of neighboring probability distributions
on the parameter manifold. Introductory accounts of the
geometric ideas behind Ricci flow can be found in
Refs. [25,28].
Although Eq. (3) describes the Fisher-metric deforma-

tion induced by Fokker-Planck dynamics, this statistically
generated flow cannot be identified directly with the
canonical Ricci flow without separating the coordinate-
dependent part of the deformation. The canonical Ricci
flow is governed solely by the intrinsic Riemannian
curvature of the manifold, whereas the Fisher-metric flow
derived from the statistical dynamics generally contains
coordinate-dependent deformation terms tied to the choice
of coordinates on the parameter manifold. These coordi-
nate-dependent terms reflect the freedom to reparametrize
the statistical manifold. Since the Fisher metric measures
distinguishability among probability distributions rather
than the particular coordinate labels used to describe them,
reparametrizations of the coupling coordinates appear as
Lie-derivative contributions to the metric flow rather than
as intrinsic curvature evolution. Consequently, Eq. (3)
should not be identified directly with the canonical Ricci
flow. Before such a comparison can be made, the coor-
dinate-dependent Lie-derivative contribution associated
with reparametrizations of the parameter manifold must
be separated from the intrinsic curvature contribution. This
leads naturally to a modified Ricci-flow description with a
diffeomorphism term [33,44,45]. Appendix A gives the
explicit comparison between the Fisher-metric flow and the
Ricci tensor constructed from gab and derives the diffeo-
morphism constraint required for the modified Ricci-
flow form.
This structure is analogous to gauge fixing in gauge field

theories and to the DeTurck modification of Ricci flow,
where an auxiliary diffeomorphism term is introduced to
control coordinate freedom and, in the Ricci-flow case,
to obtain a strictly parabolic evolution equation [45–47]. To
make this identification geometrically consistent, the infor-
mation-metric dynamics are embedded in a modified Ricci-
flow framework that includes an explicit diffeomorphism
term. On the parameter manifold, an infinitesimal repar-
ametrization generated by a vector field Xa changes the
metric tensor by its Lie derivative,LXgab ¼ ∇aXb þ∇bXa.
When this vector field is generated by a scalar information
potential Φ according to the convention Xa ¼ −∇aΦ, the
Lie-derivative term becomes minus twice the covariant
Hessian of Φ, LXgab ¼ −2∇a∇bΦ. Because the coordi-
nate-dependent components of the Fokker-Planck-induced
Fisher-metric flow have this Lie-derivative structure,

they are absorbed into the potential-driven diffeomorphism
generated by Φ. Accordingly, the information-metric evo-
lution takes the modified Ricci-flow form

ġabðt; θÞ ¼ −2Rabðt; θÞ − 2∇a∇bΦðt; θÞ: ð5Þ

Here, Rab is the Ricci tensor constructed from the Fisher
information metric gab, while ∇a∇bΦ is the covariant
Hessian of the scalar information potential.
The information potential Φ is not an arbitrary auxiliary

field. At the scalar trace level, it is fixed by the modified
Ricci-flow relation together with the Fisher-metric defor-
mation. With □g ≡ gab∇a∇b and R≡ gabRab, one obtains

Rðt; θÞ þ□gΦðt; θÞ

¼ −gabðt; θÞ
Z

ddxpðx; t; θÞð∂aviðx; t; θÞÞ

× ∂ið∂b lnpðx; t; θÞÞ: ð6Þ

Equation (6) is obtained by contracting the modified Ricci-
flow equation with gab and using the symmetry gab ¼ gba

in Eq. (3). For a nondegenerate Fisher metric, □g is an
elliptic Laplace-Beltrami operator, so Eq. (6) is a standard
Poisson-type equation for Φ, with the usual existence and
uniqueness conditions determined by the chosen boundary
or normalization data [48].

C. F -entropy functional

To describe the statistical state and its geometric evolu-
tion, we introduce the thermodynamic free energy func-
tional E½p�, which governs the optimal transport dynamics,
and the F -entropy functional acting as the information-
geometric Lyapunov potential analogous to Perelman’s
energy functional [24],

E½pðx; t; θaÞ� ¼
Z

ddxpðx; t; θaÞðlnpðx; t; θaÞ

þ Vðx; θaÞÞ; ð7Þ

where Vðx; θaÞ defines the potential landscape. The drift
term Ai and the diffusion tensor Bijðx; θaÞ of the Fokker-
Planck equation determine the trajectory along this land-
scape via the relation

Aiðx; θaÞ ¼ −Bijðx; θaÞ∂jVðx; θaÞ: ð8Þ

Based on these definitions, the Fokker-Planck equation can
be reformulated into a Wasserstein gradient flow represen-
tation through the functional variation of the free energy
E½p�, in accordance with the JKO framework for dissipative
systems [49–51]:
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∂tpðx; t; θaÞ

¼ ∂i

�
pðx; t; θaÞBijðx; θaÞ∂j

�
δE½pðx; t; θaÞ�
δpðx; t; θaÞ

��
: ð9Þ

Equation (9) shows that the temporal evolution of the
probability distribution p follows the gradient of the free
energy landscape.
The rate of this energy dissipation defines the F -entropy

functional,

F ½pðx; t; θaÞ�

≡ −
1

2

dE
dt

¼
Z

ddxpðx; t; θaÞ
�
1

2
Bijðx; θaÞ∂i lnpðx; t; θaÞ

× ∂j lnpðx; t; θaÞ þ Ṽðx; θaÞ
�
; ð10Þ

where the effective potential Ṽðx; θaÞ is given by

Ṽðx; θaÞ ¼ 1

2
Bijðx; θaÞ∂iVðx; θaÞ∂jVðx; θaÞ

þ ∂iAiðx; θaÞ: ð11Þ

By applying the dual mapping between optimal transport
dynamics and information-geometric variations on the
parameter space [15,42,52], the Fisher-metric flow induced
by Eq. (3) can be related to the second parameter variation
of the statisticalF -entropy. Keeping the “off-shell” residual
sector explicit, this relation takes the form

ġabðt; θaÞ ¼ −2
∂
2F ½pðt; x; θaÞ�

∂θa∂θb

þ 2

Z
ddx½ð∂a∂bpÞHþ pRab�: ð12Þ

Equation (12) shows that the Fisher-metric deformation is
governed by the second-order parametric derivative of the
F -entropy functional. Here, H is the potential-constraint
block, and pRab is the weighted parametric remnant
generated by the direct second parameter differentiation
ofF . The explicit forms ofH and pRab, together with their
cancellation mechanism on the stationary zero-current
profile, are given in Appendix B. In that sector,H vanishes
pointwise, and the weighted remnant pRab reduces to a
total divergence; under the same boundary conditions used
in the integrations by parts, the integrated residual term
vanishes and Eq. (12) reduces to the Hessian matching
relation.
To establish the geometric relation between the metric

evolution and the Ricci flow, we derive the condition
relating the curvature of the parameter space to the Hessian
of the entropy functional. Combining the modified Ricci
flow equation with the entropic identity in Eq. (12) under
the potential ansatz Xa ¼ −∇aΦ reorganizes the

connection components into a generalized soliton equation.
Imposing a torsion-free Levi-Civita connection yields the
geometric identity:

Rabðt; θaÞ þ∇a∇bΦðt; θaÞ

¼ ∂
2F ½pðt; x; θaÞ�

∂θa∂θb
−
Z

ddx½ð∂a∂bpÞHþ pRab�: ð13Þ

Equation (13) is the curvature relation before restricting to
the compatible Fisher-Wasserstein sector. The Wasserstein
interpretation clarifies the geometric meaning of this
compatible sector. In the JKO-Otto formulation, tangent
vectors to the probability space are represented by gradient
transport currents. A general off-shell probability current
may contain an additional nongradient, or rotational,
component, which measures the departure from the intrin-
sic Wasserstein-gradient sector. The compatible sector
considered here restricts the probability transport to this
gradient sector; hence, the nongradient contribution is
absent, while the residual terms in Eqs. (12) and (13)
are removed by the stationary zero-current cancellation
described in Appendix B. This formulation corresponds to
the geometric embedding of Fokker-Planck dynamics
within a Ricci flow background [51–53], identifying the
optimal transport relaxation of the ensemble with
Perelman’s steady Ricci soliton evolution.
Based on the relation in Eq. (13), the global geometric

F -entropy functional on the parameter space is defined as

F ½gabðt; θaÞ� ¼
Z

dNθ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
gðt; θaÞ

p
e−Φðt;θaÞfRðt; θaÞ

þ gabðt; θaÞ∂aΦðt; θaÞ∂bΦðt; θaÞg: ð14Þ

Equation (14) corresponds to the information-geometric
analog of Perelman’s entropy functional [24]. The weight-
ing factor

ffiffiffi
g

p
e−Φ is introduced from the probability density

mapping, where the ensemble distribution is integrated
with the Riemannian volume element.
The temporal evolution of the information metric gab can

be expressed as a Riemannian gradient flow of this global
functional. Taking the functional variational derivative ofF
with respect to the inverse metric yields

ġabðt; θaÞ ¼ −2Rabðt; θaÞ − 2∇a∇bΦðt; θaÞ

¼ −2
δF ½gabðt; θaÞ�
δgabðt; θaÞ : ð15Þ

Equation (15) shows that the dynamics driven by the
Fokker-Planck equation can be formulated as a modified
Ricci flow that deforms the geometric F -entropy land-
scape. The expression of the metric deformation rate via the
functional derivative −2 δF

δgab indicates that the potential Φ
accounts for the coordinate-dependent components.
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III. FROM FUNCTIONAL RENORMALIZATION
GROUP TO RICCI FLOW

A. Review on the FRG equation

Motivated by the probabilistic interpretation of exact
renormalization-group flows, in which an effective theory
is represented by a scale-dependent probability functional
and its RG evolution is formulated as a functional con-
vection-diffusion or Fokker-Planck flow [54], we extend
the geometric equivalence between statistical diffusion and
the modified Ricci flow established in Sec. II to quantum
field theory. We therefore define the probability density
functional for the statistical distribution of field configu-
rations at a cutoff scale lnΛ:

P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼ 1

ZðlnΛ; λaÞ e
−S½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ;λa�: ð16Þ

Here, λa denotes the set of coupling constants spanning the
theory space, and ZðlnΛ; λaÞ represents the partition
function serving as the normalization factor obtained by
integrating over the field configurations:

ZðlnΛ; λaÞ ¼
Z

DϕðxÞe−S½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ;λa�: ð17Þ

The total action S in the exponent is decomposed into a
quadratic Gaussian part governing the free propagation of

fields and an interaction functional Sint containing the
multilocal operators determined by the couplings:

S½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼ 1

2

Z
ddp
ð2πÞd ϕðpÞG

−1ðp2ÞK−1
Λ ðp2Þϕð−pÞ

þ Sint½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�: ð18Þ
In this representation, Gðp2Þ is the bare propagator, and
KΛðp2Þ denotes a momentum-dependent cutoff function
satisfying the boundary conditions KΛ → 1 for p ≪ Λ and
KΛ → 0 for p ≫ Λ. This function suppresses high-energy
fluctuations to define an effective theory at the scaleΛ. This
distribution structure maps the scale-dependent trajectory
of the theory onto the geometric framework by treating the
RG process as the evolution of a statistical ensemble.
Since the integral of the probability density functional P

is conserved under continuous deformations of the energy
scale, the probability distribution satisfies the functional
normalization invariance condition:

d
d lnΛ

Z
DϕðxÞP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼ 0: ð19Þ

Based on this invariance, the continuous scale evolution
of P governed by the Polchinski exact RG equation [55]
can be formulated as an infinite-dimensional Fokker-
Planck equation:

−
d

d lnΛ
P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼

Z
M
ddx

Z
M
ddy

�
CPol
Λ ðx; yÞ δ

2P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�
δϕðxÞδϕðyÞ

þ δ

δϕðxÞ
�
P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�CPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δVPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�
δϕðyÞ

��

≡ ΔP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� þ divðP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�gradCPol
Λ
VPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�Þ: ð20Þ

Equation (20) expresses the Polchinski-type renormalization
group equation as a statistical diffusion process, embedding
the Wilsonian coarse-graining paradigm [1,56,57] within a
stochastic framework. This interpretation is consistent with
the optimal-transport formulation of exact RG flows, in
which Polchinski’s equation is recast as a Wasserstein
gradient flow of a field-theoretic relative entropy [36]. This
functional formulation relates to the exact RG flows
evaluated via the Wetterich equation or Morris’s formulation

]3,58–63 ]. The diffusion kernel (CPol
Λ ) and the effective

potential (VPol) are defined by the scale derivatives of the
cutoff function and the free action:

CPol
Λ ðp2Þ ¼ 1

2
ð2πÞdGðp2Þ ∂KΛðp2Þ

∂ lnΛ
;

VPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ� ¼
Z

ddp
ð2πÞd ϕðpÞG

−1ðp2ÞK−1
Λ ðp2Þϕð−pÞ:

ð21Þ

With these definitions, the normalized free Gaussian dis-
tribution (Sint ¼ 0) satisfies Eq. 20, in agreement with
Ref. [36]. To express this functional differential equation,
we introduce the following infinite-dimensional operators:

Δ≡
Z
M
ddx

Z
M
ddyCPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δ2

δϕðxÞδϕðyÞ ; ð22Þ

gradCPol
Λ
≡

Z
M
ddyCPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δ

δϕðyÞ ; ð23Þ

div≡
Z
M
ddx

δ

δϕðxÞ : ð24Þ

These operators define the Laplacian (Δ), gradient (grad),
and divergence (div) in the field configuration space,
providing the notation to describe the RG flow in the
language of geometric diffusion.
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Using the operators defined above, the evolution of the probability density under the RG flow is expressed as a continuity
equation in field space,

−
d

d lnΛ
P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼ −

Z
M
ddx

δ

δϕðxÞ ðΨ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λ
a�P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�Þ; ð25Þ

where Ψ represents the probability velocity field in field space, derived from the diffusion and drift terms of the Fokker-
Planck equation:

Ψ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

¼ −
Z
M
ddy

�
CPol
Λ ðx; yÞ δP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λ

a�
δϕðyÞ þ P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�CPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δVPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�
δϕðyÞ

�
: ð26Þ

The velocity field defined by Eq. (26) satisfies the conservation of total probability:

−
d

d lnΛ

Z
DϕðxÞP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼ −

Z
DϕðxÞ

Z
M
ddx

δ

δϕðxÞ ðΨ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λ
a�P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�Þ ¼ 0: ð27Þ

This velocity field Ψ can be expressed as the gradient of an effective potential, Σ:

Ψ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼
Z
M
ddyCPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δΣ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λ
a�

δϕðyÞ ≡ gradCPol
Λ
Σ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa��: ð28Þ

The effective potential Σ is the functional relative entropy (or Kullback-Leibler divergence) [6,64,65] between the total
probability density P and the bare Gaussian weight e−VPol :

Σ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼ − ln

�
P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�
e−VPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�

�
¼ S½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� − VPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�: ð29Þ

Accordingly, Eqs. (25)–(29) show that the RG flow follows
the gradient of this functional relative entropy in field space.
This relative-entropy gradient-flow structure is consistent
with the optimal-transport formulation of exact RG flows, in
which Polchinski’s equation is recast as a Wasserstein
gradient flow of a field-theoretic relative entropy [36]. It
provides the dynamical formulation for the geometric map-
ping to the Ricci flow discussed in Sec. II.
To extend the geometric equivalence established in

Sec. II to the nonperturbative domain of the FRG, the
statistical drift vector field AiðxÞ and the diffusion tensor
BijðxÞ are identified with the functional operators of the
Polchinski framework via the following algebraic mapping:

AiðxÞ ⟶ −
Z
M
ddyCPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δVPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�
δϕðyÞ ; ð30Þ

BijðxÞ ⟶ CPol
Λ ðx; yÞ: ð31Þ

Equation (30) maps the functional derivative of the effec-
tive bare potential VPol in configuration space to the
macroscopic drift. Concurrently, Eq. (31) identifies the

Polchinski kernelCPol
Λ , determined by the scale evolution of

the momentum cutoff, with the infinite-dimensional stat-
istical diffusion coefficient. These relations formulate the
FRG scale evolution as a diffusion process in field-
configuration space. Because this mapping involves
finite-dimensional state-space variables, spacetime labels,
and coupling coordinates at different levels, the Fokker-
Planck-FRG correspondence used throughout this section
is summarized in Table I and Appendix C.

B. From Fokker-Planck type FRG equation to
information metric flow

To analyze the information geometry induced by scale
transformations in the FRG framework, we define the
Fisher information metric Gab on the coupling-constant
manifold associated with the probability functional family
P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�:

GabðlnΛ; λaÞ

¼
Z

DϕðxÞP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

× ∂a lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�∂b lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�: ð32Þ

JIN MO BOK and KI-SEOK KIM PHYS. REV. D 114, 085026 (2026)

085026-6



Equation (32) quantifies the statistical distinguishability of the probability functional P under an infinitesimal variation of
the coupling constants λa, defining a Riemannian structure on the theory space.
When the probability density functional P evolves according to the infinite-dimensional Fokker-Planck equation, the

scale derivative of the information metric Gab with respect to lnΛ is given by the flow equation,

−
d

d lnΛ
GabðlnΛ; λaÞ ¼

Z
DϕðxÞP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

Z
M
ddx

��
∂

∂λa
V½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�
δ

δϕðxÞ
�

∂

∂λb
lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�

þ
�

∂

∂λb
V½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�
δ

δϕðxÞ
�

∂

∂λa
lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

��
; ð33Þ

where V½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� is the local effective velocity field determined by the cutoff kernel and interaction terms:

V½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa� ¼ −
Z
M
ddy

��
CPol
Λ ðx; yÞ δVPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�

δϕðyÞ
�

þ 1

P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�C
Pol
Λ ðx; yÞ δ

δϕðyÞ ðP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λ
a�Þ

�
: ð34Þ

Equation (34) combines the drift and diffusion components of the Polchinski renormalization process. Accordingly,
Eq. (33) shows that the evolution of the information metric depends on the parametric variations of this effective potential
coupled with the informational score functions, extending the finite-dimensional relations established in Sec. II to the
infinite-dimensional domain.

C. From the information metric flow to the Ricci flow

To give the metric evolution (33) a geometric interpretation, we follow the modified Ricci-flow construction of Sec. II
and Appendix A, with Xa ¼ −∇aΦ. Matching Eq. (5) to this evolution gives the constraint

−2∇a∇bΦ ¼ 2RabðlnΛ; λaÞ þ
Z

DϕðxÞP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�
Z
M
ddx

��
∂

∂λa
V½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�
δ

δϕðxÞ
�

∂

∂λb
lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�

þ
�

∂

∂λb
V½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�
δ

δϕðxÞ
�

∂

∂λa
lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

��
: ð35Þ

Here, Rab and ∇a are the Ricci tensor and the Levi-Civita covariant derivative associated with the coupling-space Fisher
metric Gab. This differential constraint defines the potential-driven diffeomorphism that establishes covariance along the
Ricci flow trajectory.

TABLE I. Core correspondence used to lift the finite-dimensional Fokker-Planck construction of Sec. II to the
Polchinski FRG. The state variable on the FRG side is the full field configuration ϕðxÞ; the spacetime coordinates x,
y are continuous labels corresponding to the finite-dimensional indices i, j. The reference cutoff Λ0 is fixed.

Fokker-Planck formulation Polchinski FRG formulation

State-space point x ¼ ðx1;…; xdÞ ↔ Field configuration ϕðxÞ
State-space indices i, j ↔ Continuous spacetime labels x, y
Time variable t ↔ RG time lnðΛ0=ΛÞ
Statistical parameters θa ↔ Coupling coordinates λa

Probability density pðx; t; θaÞ ↔ Probability functional P½lnΛ;ϕ; λa�
State-space integral

R
ddx ↔ Functional integral

R
Dϕ

State-space derivative ∂i ↔ Functional derivative δ=δϕðxÞ
Diffusion tensor Bij ↔ Polchinski kernel CPol

Λ ðx; yÞ
Scalar potential V ↔ Polchinski potential VPol

Drift Ai ¼ −Bij
∂jV ↔ Field-space drift −gradCPol

Λ
VPol

Probability velocity vi ↔ Field-space probability velocity Ψ
Fisher metric gab ↔ Coupling-space Fisher metric Gab
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D. F -entropy functional

To analyze the relation between the statistical state and its
scale-dependent evolution, we extend the thermodynamic
free energy functional E½P� to the infinite-dimensional
configuration space within the functional JKO-
Wasserstein paradigm [49,50],

E½P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa��

¼
Z

DϕðxÞP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�ðlnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

þ VPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�Þ; ð36Þ
where VPol is the Polchinski effective potential defined in
Eq. (21). Under this formulation, the Polchinski Fokker-
Planck equation in Eq. (20) is expressed as a functional
gradient flow representation via the functional variation of
this RG-flow energy functional E½P�:

−
d

d lnΛ
P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

¼
Z
M
ddx

Z
M
ddy

δ

δϕðxÞ
�
P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�CPol

Λ ðx; yÞ

×
δ

δϕðyÞ
�
δE½P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa��
δP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

��
: ð37Þ

The formulation of the renormalization group as a func-
tional gradient flow in Eq. (37) determines the structure of
the probability velocity field Ψ that governs the distribu-
tion’s motion in field space. In accordance with the relation
between the velocity field vi and the entropy variation
evaluated in the finite-dimensional case, the functional
velocity field Ψ is derived as

Ψ½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

¼ −
Z
M
ddyCPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δ

δϕðyÞ
�
δE½P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa��
δP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�
:

ð38Þ

Equation (38) defines the mechanism of the FRG scale
evolution, where the velocity field Ψ corresponds to the
functional derivative on the E-energy landscape weighted
by the Polchinski kernel CPol

Λ ðx; yÞ, which operates as a
local metric in the configuration space to determine the
trajectory of the field distribution.
The rate of this energy dissipation along the renormal-

ization trajectory defines the RG-flow entropy functional,
relating to Perelman’s energy framework [24],

F ½P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa��

≡ 1

2

dE½P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa��
d lnΛ

¼ 1

2

Z
DϕðxÞ

�
δE½P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa��
δP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

�
dP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

d lnΛ

¼
Z

DϕðxÞP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�
Z
M
ddx

Z
M
ddy

�
1

2

�
δ lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

δϕðxÞ
�
CPol
Λ ðx; yÞ

�
δ lnP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

δϕðyÞ
�

þ 1

2

�
δVPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�

δϕðxÞ
�
CPol
Λ ðx; yÞ

�
δVPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�

δϕðyÞ
�
−

δ

δϕðxÞ
�
CPol
Λ ðx; yÞ δVPol½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ�

δϕðyÞ
��

: ð39Þ

In Eq. (39), the first term represents the informational dissipation from stochastic diffusion, and the remaining terms account
for the background potential landscape determined by the cutoff kernel.
Taking the second-order variation of this F -entropy with respect to the coupling coordinates λa and λb gives the

functional analog of the finite-dimensional residual decomposition:

−
d

d lnΛ
GabðlnΛ; λaÞ ¼ −2

∂
2F ðP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�Þ

∂λa∂λb

þ 2

Z
DϕðxÞ

�
∂
2P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

∂λa∂λb
Hfunctional þ P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�Rfunctional

ab

�
: ð40Þ

The integral term in Eq. (40) defines the functional residual sector. Here, Hfunctional is the functional potential-constraint
block, and Rfunctional

ab is the corresponding parametric remnant. They are the field-theoretic lifts of the finite-dimensional
residuals derived in Appendix B, under the dictionary summarized in Appendix C. Thus, Eq. (40) should be read as an off-
shell functional metric-flow decomposition: the first term is the direct parametric Hessian of F ½P�, while the second term
records the residual mismatch removed in the compatible zero-current sector. The explicit functional forms of these
residuals are not displayed, because they are not inspiring.

JIN MO BOK and KI-SEOK KIM PHYS. REV. D 114, 085026 (2026)

085026-8



To convert this metric-flow relation into a curvature
relation on the coupling-constant manifold, we compare
Eq. (40) with the constraint (35) obtained from Eq. (5).
Using the same potential convention as above,
Xa ¼ −∇aΦ, the diffeomorphism contribution becomes
∇aXb þ∇bXa ¼ −2∇a∇bΦ. Equating the two expressions
for −dGab=d lnΛ and dividing by −2 then gives the
residual-inclusive relation between the Ricci curvature
and the entropic variation:

RabðlnΛ; λaÞ þ∇a∇bΦðlnΛ; λaÞ

¼ ∂
2F ðP½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�Þ

∂λa∂λb

−
Z

DϕðxÞ
�
∂
2P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�

∂λa∂λb
Hfunctional

þ P½lnΛ;ϕðxÞ; λa�Rfunctional
ab

�
: ð41Þ

The residual integral in Eq. (41) is removed by restricting
the functional flow to the compatible zero-current sector at
fixed RG scale. In this sector, P½ϕ� ∝ e−VPol½lnΛ;ϕ�, and the
field-space probability current vanishes. The finite-dimen-
sional cancellation derived in Appendix B then lifts directly
to field-configuration space: Hfunctional vanishes pointwise,
while the weighted remnant PRfunctional

ab becomes a func-
tional total divergence. Thus, the residual integral in
Eq. (41) gives no contribution under the same functional
boundary conditions used in the integrations by parts.
Equivalently, this compatible zero-current sector is the
Wasserstein gradient-transport sector of the functional
probability flow, with CPol

Λ ðx; yÞ serving as the field-space
mobility kernel [49–51,55]. Equation (41) therefore
reduces to the residual-free curvature-Hessian balance
governing the covariant geometric flow.
This reduced relation is the FRG analog of the modified

steady Ricci-soliton equation. The scalar potential Φ
supplies the diffeomorphism component required for
covariance under reparametrizations of the coupling coor-
dinates, while the parametric Hessian of F ½P� supplies the
entropic driving term. Accordingly, RG fixed points are
formulated as geometric equilibria in which the intrinsic
Ricci curvature of the coupling-constant manifold is bal-
anced by the Hessian contribution generated by Φ.
Based on this relation, the global geometric F -entropy

functional on the coupling constant manifold is defined as

F ½GabðlnΛ; λaÞ�

¼
Z

dNλ
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
GðlnΛ; λaÞ

p
e−ΦðlnΛ;λaÞfRðlnΛ; λaÞ

þ GabðlnΛ; λaÞ∂aΦðlnΛ; λaÞ∂bΦðlnΛ; λaÞg: ð42Þ

Equation (42) corresponds to the information-geometric
analog of Perelman’s entropy functional [24]. The weighting

factor
ffiffiffiffi
G

p
e−Φ within the parametric volume element is

derived from the information-geometric mapping, allowing
the functional to act as a Lyapunov potential for the
renormalization group flow.
The scale-dependent evolution of the information metric

Gab under the FRG flow can be expressed as a Riemannian
gradient flow of this global F -entropy functional:

−
d

d lnΛ
GabðlnΛ; λaÞ

¼ −2RabðlnΛ; λaÞ − 2∇a∇bΦðlnΛ; λaÞ

¼ −2
δF ½GabðlnΛ; λaÞ�
δGabðlnΛ; λaÞ : ð43Þ

The formulation of the metric deformation rate via the
variational derivative−2 δF

δGab shows that the nonperturbative
RG process corresponds to a geometric gradient flow, where
the potential Φ accounts for the coordinate-dependent
components to ensure the covariance of the flow with
respect to the intrinsic curvature of the parameter space.

E. Example: Weakly interacting scalar field

We compare field distributions of ϕ4 theories with
slightly different quadratic and quartic couplings. The
Fisher metric Gab in Eq. (32) measures their statistical
distinguishability, and Eq. (33) determines its change under
Polchinski RG evolution. Combining this metric change
with the curvature of the same coupling manifold in
Eq. (43) gives the explicit tensor that the information
potential Φ must reproduce as its covariant Hessian.
The two couplings define a two-dimensional manifold,

independently of the spacetime dimension d. This is a
minimal setting for studying changes in statistical distin-
guishability together with nontrivial intrinsic curvature,
since one-dimensional manifolds have vanishing intrinsic
curvature.
Consider the regulated scalar theory of Eq. (18) in a finite

periodic volume Ω, with initial action

SΛ0
½ϕ; r; u� ¼ S0;Λ0

½ϕ� þ rOr½ϕ� þ uOu½ϕ�;

Or½ϕ� ¼
1

2

Z
M
ddxϕðxÞ2;

Ou½ϕ� ¼
1

4!

Z
M
ddxϕðxÞ4: ð44Þ

Here, S0;Λ0
is the quadratic part of Eq. (18), r shifts its mass

term, and u > 0 is a weak quartic coupling. We assume a
positive Gaussian quadratic form. The initial distributions
P0½ϕ; r; u� ¼ Z−1e−SΛ0 , with expectations h� � �i0, evolve
under Eq. (20) with a common kernel CPol

Λ and drift
potential VPol, both independent of r, u at each RG scale.
As in the interacting scalar-field example in Sec. V B of

Ref. [36], we evaluate the RG response at the initial cutoff.
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We write Ġab ¼ ∂τGabjτ¼0, where τ ¼ lnðΛ0=ΛÞ increases
as the cutoff decreases. The labels ðr; uÞ distinguish the
initial distributions and are held fixed during this evolution.
The scores ∂a lnP0 ¼ −δOa, with δOa ¼ Oa − hOai0,

express fluctuations of the coupling observables.
Equation (32) then gives

GabðΛ0Þ ¼ hδOaδObi0 ¼ ∂a∂b lnZ; a; b∈ fr; ug;

GrrðΛ0Þ ¼
1

4

Z
M
ddxddyhϕðxÞ2ϕðyÞ2i0;c ¼ −∂rhOri0:

ð45Þ
The subscript c denotes a connected correla-
tion, hϕðxÞ2ϕðyÞ2i0;c ¼hϕðxÞ2ϕðyÞ2i0− hϕðxÞ2i0hϕðyÞ2i0.
Thus, Grr and Guu are the variances of the quadratic and
quartic observables, while Gru is their covariance [22]. At
fixed u, ds2 ¼ GrrðdrÞ2 identifies the mass susceptibility
as the measure of distinguishability between nearby quad-
ratic couplings.
Expanding about u ¼ 0, we use the Gaussian propagator

DðpÞ ¼ ½ðDbareðpÞKΛ0
ðp2ÞÞ−1 þ r�−1. Here, DbareðpÞ≡

Gðp2Þ is the fixed massive bare propagator in Eq. (18);
D describes field correlations, while Gab measures distin-
guishability in coupling space.
Writing h� � �iG for the Gaussian average at u ¼ 0, we

have Dðx − yÞ ¼ hϕðxÞϕðyÞiG. Wick contraction then
gives hϕðxÞ2ϕðyÞ2iG;c ¼ 2Dðx − yÞ2 for the connected
correlation in Eq. (45).
To evaluate Grr, we use the propagator integrals

In ¼
R
ddpDðpÞn=ð2πÞd, understood as normalized sums

over regulated modes. With ZG ¼ Zju¼0, differentiating
lnZ ¼ lnZG − uΩI21=8þOðu2Þ twice with respect to r, as
prescribed by Eq. (45), and using ∂rIn ¼ −nInþ1 give

GrrðΛ0Þ
Ω

¼ 1

2
I2 −

u
2
I1I3 −

u
4
I22 þOðu2Þ: ð46Þ

The Gaussian term and two interaction corrections provide
a perturbative benchmark: the tadpole and connected four-
point contributions reduce the susceptibility at fixed cutoff
and bare r.
The curvature requires the complete ðr; uÞ metric. We

evaluate the metric and curvature at the Gaussian boundary
u → 0þ, where the required correlations can be computed
explicitly by Wick contraction. Coupling derivatives are
taken before the limit so that variations in the quartic
coupling are retained. The componentGuu also involves the
spatial integral J4 ¼

R
M ddxDðxÞ4. The covariances in

Eq. (45) then give

Gabju¼0 ¼ Ω
�

I2=2 I1I2=4

I1I2=4 I21I2=8þ J4=24

�
;

detGju¼0 ¼
Ω2I2J4
48

> 0: ð47Þ

The positive determinant shows that both coupling direc-
tions remain distinguishable at u ¼ 0. Second and third
u-derivatives of lnZ are computed from Gaussian
cumulants.
The initial RG change follows from Eq. (33) (see

Appendix D 1 for the derivation). Since the kernel and
drift potential are independent of r, u, coupling derivatives
of the velocity (26) act only on lnP0. Inserting the scores
∂a lnP0 ¼ −δOa, together with δOr=δϕðxÞ ¼ ϕðxÞ and
δOu=δϕðxÞ ¼ ϕðxÞ3=6, gives

Ġab ¼ −2
Z
M
ddx

Z
M
ddyCPol

Λ0
ðx; yÞ

	
δOa

δϕðxÞ
δOb

δϕðyÞ



0

;

Ġrr ¼ −2TrðCDÞ þ uI1TrðCD2Þ þOðu2Þ: ð48Þ

The second line is the first-order expansion about u ¼ 0 at
fixed r, with D evaluated in the Gaussian theory. Here,
C ¼ CPol

Λ0
, traces run over regulated field modes, and D2

denotes operator composition. For a symmetric kernel C
with nonnegative eigenvalues, the first line of Eq. (48)
gives Ġabdλadλb ≤ 0 for every fixed infinitesimal separa-
tion dλ ¼ ðdr; duÞ [see Eq. (D5)]. Thus, ds2 ¼ Gabdλadλb,
the squared statistical distance between neighboring dis-
tributions, cannot increase in the first RG step, consistent
with the contraction of distinguishability under coarse
graining [19,20]. The positive OðuÞ correction makes
Ġrr less negative: weak repulsion reduces the initial loss
of distinguishability along the mass direction.
At u ¼ 0, all three metric components evolve according

to the same identity. The RG kernel enters through the
integrals TC ¼ TrðCDÞ and UC ¼ R

M ddxddyCðx; yÞ×
Dðx − yÞ3, so Eq. (48) gives

Ġabju¼0 ¼ −2
�

TC I1TC=2

I1TC=2 I21TC=4þ UC=6

�
: ð49Þ

We now compute the curvature of the coupling manifold,
the remaining input to Eq. (43). In two dimensions, the
Ricci tensor is determined by the scalar curvature and the
metric. With W ¼ lnZ, the Hessian structure Gab ¼
Wab ≡ ∂a∂bW further simplifies the general connection
and curvature formulas (A4)–(A5), yielding an expression
involving only second and third coupling derivatives (see
Appendix D for the derivation):

R ¼ −
1

2ðdetGÞ2

�������
Wrr Wru Wuu

Wrrr Wrru Wruu

Wrru Wruu Wuuu

�������; Rab ¼
R
2
Gab:

ð50Þ

Here, R is the scalar curvature, and subscripts onW denote
coupling derivatives. The 3 × 3 determinant contains the
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three independent metric components Grr; Gru; Guu in its
first row and their r- and u-derivatives in the next two rows.
At u ¼ 0, Wabc ¼ −hδOaδObδOciG. The mixed quad-

ratic-quartic and purely quartic correlations entering
these derivatives involve the spatial integrals J5 ¼R
M ddxddyDðxÞ3DðyÞDðx − yÞ and J6 ¼

R
M ddxddy×

DðxÞ2DðyÞ2Dðx − yÞ2. Substituting the derivatives in
Eq. (D15) gives

Rju¼0 ¼
1

Ω

�
3I22
J4

−
8I3J5
I22J4

þ 16J25
I2J24

−
18I2J6
J24

�
; ð51Þ

which, together with the metric (47), fixes the Ricci tensor
Rab ¼ RGab=2 at u ¼ 0.
Thus, the metric and its curvature are determined by

second and third connected cumulants of the same coupling
observables. This suggests investigating whether the
Callan-Symanzik evolution of these correlations [66,67]
can be organized into a modified Ricci flow with a
dilatonlike scalar potential [32]. Establishing this connec-
tion could give Φ a field-theoretic characterization through
the beta functions and mixing of composite operators.
For the initial RG step considered here, the calculated

metric change and curvature determine the tensor
required of Φ by the Ricci-flow relation (43). In the
entropy identity (40), we write the residual contribution
as 2Iab, evaluated at P0. With F ½P0� defined in Eq. (39),
the two relations give

∇a∇bΦ ¼ −
1

2
Ġab − Rab ¼ ∂a∂bF ½P0� − Iab − Rab:

ð52Þ

The residual can be evaluated from the same initial
correlations. Its quadratic component is

I rrju¼0 ¼ 3TC − 8rTrðCD2Þ þ 4r2TrðCD3Þ: ð53Þ

Even at r ¼ u ¼ 0, Eq. (53) gives Irr ¼ 3TC, which is
generally nonzero: the free Gaussian reference evolves
under the Polchinski flow. Appendix D 4 gives the
derivation and all three residual components.
Substituting the computed metric (47), deformation (49),

and curvature (51) into the first equality of Eq. (52) yields
the explicit tensor

�
−
1

2
Ġab − Rab

�
u¼0

¼
�
TC −

ΩRI2
4

��
1 I1=2

I1=2 I21=4

�

þ
�
UC

6
−
ΩRJ4
48

��
0 0

0 1

�
; ð54Þ

with all quantities evaluated at u ¼ 0. The first term contains
the quadratic direction and its overlap with the quartic one;
the second contributes only to the uu component.

Equation (54) is the explicit result of applying
Secs. III B–III D to the two-coupling ϕ4 family. At the
initial RG scale and Gaussian boundary, the Polchinski
kernel and field correlations specify all three covariant
Hessian components required of Φ. This tensor must
accompany the Ricci term to reproduce the calculated
RG change of statistical distinguishability.

IV. CONCLUSION

The analysis developed here formulates the Polchinski
functional renormalization group as a functional JKO-
Wasserstein gradient flow of field distributions driven by
a thermodynamic free energy. Within this formulation, the
scale derivative of the Fisher information metric on the
coupling-constant manifold decomposes into the intrinsic
Ricci curvature Rab and the covariant Hessian∇a∇bΦ of an
emergent scalar information potential, yielding a modified
Ricci flow of theory space. The potential Φ generates the
diffeomorphism component associated with reparametriza-
tions of the coupling coordinates, so that the combination
Rab þ∇a∇bΦ governs the covariant geometric evolution
of the information metric. The characterization of Φ
nevertheless remains implicit, and the existence of a
solution satisfying the full tensor equation (5) with suitable
boundary conditions remains open. A direct physical
interpretation beyond its geometric role also remains to
be established.
The same metric evolution admits an entropic formu-

lation through the RG-flow entropy defined by the con-
tinuous scale-dissipation rate of the free energy. Its
parametric Hessian governs the scale dependence of the
Fisher metric, relating the integration of short-distance
fluctuations to changes in the statistical distinguishability
of neighboring effective theories. This establishes the
variational connection between the JKO-Wasserstein for-
mulation of the FRG and the modified Ricci-flow geometry
of the coupling manifold.
The stationary limit of this geometric evolution provides

a representation of nonperturbative FRG fixed points.
When the beta functions vanish and the induced Fisher
metric becomes stationary, the flow reduces to the steady
Ricci soliton condition Rab þ∇a∇bΦ ¼ 0. At such fixed
points, the intrinsic Ricci curvature of the coupling mani-
fold is balanced by the covariant Hessian of the information
potential, providing a geometric characterization of scale-
invariant critical behavior and, where applicable, conformal
invariance. This perspective connects quantum field theory
with geometric evolution and offers a framework for
investigating the geometric stability and universality of
renormalization-group fixed points.
In this sense, the Ricci-flow formulation turns the geo-

metric characterization of RG fixed points into a possible
bridge from RG stability to spectral universality. Along this
bridge, the FRG flow on the coupling-constant manifold and
Dyson Brownian motion on the spectral manifold may be
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regarded as dual modified Ricci-flow descriptions, related by
a parameter-to-spectrum pullback map. If this pullback
geometry remains nondegenerate in chaotic regimes, soliton
rigidity may then constrain the spectral flow toward the
Random-Matrix-Theory universality class.
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APPENDIX A: FISHER-METRIC DEFORMATION
AND THE DIFFEOMORPHISM CONSTRAINT

To analyze the geometric interpretation of the informa-
tion metric evolution derived in Eq. (3), the flow is

decomposed into a Ricci curvature flow and a diffeo-
morphism component,

ġabðt; θaÞ ¼ −2Rabðt; θaÞ þ∇aXbðt; θaÞ þ∇bXaðt; θaÞ;
ðA1Þ

where Rab is the intrinsic Ricci curvature tensor of the
information space. Comparing Eq. (A1) with Eq. (3)
suggests the parameter-space field Xa as

Xaðt; θaÞ ¼
Z

ddxpðx; t; θaÞviðx; t; θaÞ∂ið∂a lnpðx; t; θaÞÞ:

ðA2Þ

The covariant derivative of this field, ∇aXb, is evaluated
with respect to the Riemannian connection of the under-
lying information space:

∇aXbðt; θaÞ ¼ ∂aXbðt; θaÞ − Γc
abðt; θaÞXcðt; θaÞ: ðA3Þ

The Christoffel symbols Γabc of the torsion-free Levi-Civita
connection on the information manifold are derived from
the Fisher metric and expressed via the variations of the
probability distribution p:

Γabcðt; θaÞ ¼
1

2
ð∂agbcðt; θaÞ þ ∂bgacðt; θaÞ − ∂cgabðt; θaÞÞ

¼
Z

ddxpðt; x; θaÞ
�
ð∂a∂b lnpðt; x; θaÞÞð∂c lnpðt; x; θaÞÞ

þ 1

2
ð∂a lnpðt; x; θaÞÞð∂b lnpðt; x; θaÞÞð∂c lnpðt; x; θaÞÞ

�
: ðA4Þ

When the field Xa is defined as in Eq. (A2), the relation between Eqs. (A1) and (3) determines the statistical curvature
field, denoted as Rnaive

ab ðt; θaÞ. However, this expression does not satisfy the tensor transformation law of Riemannian
geometry, resulting in a geometric mismatch:

Rnaive
ab ðt; θaÞ ≠ ∂cΓc

abðt; θaÞ − ∂bΓc
acðt; θaÞ þ Γc

cdðt; θaÞΓd
abðt; θaÞ − Γc

bdðt; θaÞΓd
acðt; θaÞ ¼ Rabðt; θaÞ: ðA5Þ

The inequality in Eq. (A5) identifies the discrepancy where the naive curvature calculation deviates from the tensorial
property of the standard Ricci tensor.
Using the coordinate-invariant tensor structure, the governing equation for the field Xa required to equate the statistical

evolution in Eq. (3) with the modified Ricci flow in Eq. (A1) is derived as

∇aXbðt; θaÞ þ∇bXaðt; θaÞ

¼ 2Rabðt; θaÞ þ
Z

ddxpðx; t; θaÞ½ð∂aviðx; t; θaÞÞ∂ið∂b lnpðx; t; θaÞÞ þ ð∂bviðx; t; θaÞÞ∂ið∂a lnpðx; t; θaÞÞ�: ðA6Þ

Equation (A6) relates the geometric curvature of the information space to the dynamical velocity fields of the statistical
current.
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APPENDIX B: RESIDUAL TERMS,
WASSERSTEIN COMPATIBILITY,

AND ZERO-CURRENT CANCELLATION

In this Appendix, we derive the residual sector that
appears when the ordinary parametric Hessian of the
statistical F -entropy is compared with the Fisher-metric
deformation generated by the Fokker-Planck probability
current. This comparison produces the potential-constraint
block H and the weighted parametric remnant pRab.
These terms measure the obstruction to identifying the
direct parametric Hessian with the Fisher-Wasserstein
Hessian matching in the constant-mobility sector. We

then show that, on the stationary zero-current profile, H
vanishes pointwise, while pRab reduces to a total diver-
gence, so the integrated residual sector gives no contri-
bution under the same boundary conditions used in the
integrations by parts. This finite-dimensional cancellation
provides the prototype for the functional FRG residual
cancellation used in Sec. III D, where the Polchinski
kernel plays the role of a fixed field-space mobility kernel
at each RG scale and the corresponding lift is summarized
in Table I and Appendix C.
We begin with the brute-force second parameter deriva-

tive of the statistical F -entropy:

∂a∂bF ¼
Z
M
ddx

�
ð∂apÞ

�
1

2
ð∂bBijÞ∂i lnp∂j lnpþ ∂bṼ

�

þ p
�
1

2
ð∂a∂bBijÞ∂i lnp∂j lnpþ ð∂bBijÞ∂ið∂a lnpÞ∂j lnpþ ∂a∂bṼ

�

þ ð∂a∂bpÞ
�
Ṽ − ∂iðBij

∂j lnpÞ −
1

2
Bij

∂i lnp∂j lnp

�

þ ð∂bpÞ
�
∂aṼ − ∂iðð∂aBijÞ∂j lnpÞ − ∂iðBij

∂jð∂a lnpÞÞ

−
1

2
ð∂aBijÞ∂i lnp∂j lnp − Bij

∂ið∂a lnpÞ∂j lnp
��

: ðB1Þ

This expression can be reorganized by comparing it with the Fisher-metric flow generated by the probability-current
velocity vi. The result is

∂a∂bF ¼ −
1

2
ġab þ

Z
M
ddx½ð∂a∂bpÞHþ pRab�: ðB2Þ

Here,

H½p� ¼ Ṽ − ∂iðBij
∂j lnpÞ −

1

2
Bij

∂i lnp∂j lnp; ðB3Þ

and the weighted remnant pRab is

pRab ¼ ð∂apÞ
�
1

2
ð∂bBijÞ∂i lnp∂j lnpþ ∂bṼ

�

þ p

�
1

2
ð∂a∂bBijÞ∂i lnp∂j lnpþ ð∂bBijÞ∂ið∂a lnpÞ∂j lnpþ ∂a∂bṼ

�

þ ð∂bpÞ
�
∂aṼ − ∂iðð∂aBijÞ∂j lnpÞ − ∂iðBij

∂jð∂a lnpÞÞ

−
1

2
ð∂aBijÞ∂i lnp∂j lnp − Bij

∂ið∂a lnpÞ∂j lnp
�

−
1

2
p½ð∂bBijÞ∂jðlnpþ VÞ∂ið∂a lnpÞ þ ð∂aBijÞ∂jðlnpþ VÞ∂ið∂b lnpÞ

þ Bij
∂jð∂b lnpþ ∂bVÞ∂ið∂a lnpÞ þ Bij

∂jð∂a lnpþ ∂aVÞ∂ið∂b lnpÞ�: ðB4Þ
Equation (B4) should be understood as the off-shell algebraic remainder obtained from Eq. (B2), not as a new independent
geometric tensor.
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We now restrict Eq. (B2) to the stationary zero-current
profile

pðx; θÞ ¼ ZðθÞ−1e−Vðx;θÞ: ðB5Þ

For this profile, the score is fixed by the potential and the
current velocity vanishes. Using

Ṽ ¼ 1

2
Bijð∂iVÞð∂jVÞ þ ∂iAi; Ai ¼ −Bij

∂jV; ðB6Þ

the potential-constraint block in Eq. (B3) cancels
pointwise:

H½p� ¼ 0: ðB7Þ

The higher-order remnant is canceled through its
weighted form. On the stationary profile, substituting
Eq. (B5) into Eq. (B4) and using the definition of Ṽ
together with Ai ¼ −Bij

∂jV, the surviving terms combine
directly into the total-divergence form

pRab ¼ −∂i∂a½p∂bðBij
∂jVÞ�: ðB8Þ

Thus,Rab need not vanish pointwise. The relevant object in
Eq. (B2) is the weighted remnant pRab, and Eq. (B8)
shows that this weighted remnant is a boundary term.
Under the same boundary conditions used in the inte-

grations by parts, Eq. (B8) implies

Z
M
ddxpRab ¼ 0: ðB9Þ

Together with the pointwise cancellation H½p� ¼ 0 in
Eq. (B7), this removes the full residual sector in Eq. (B2)
on the stationary zero-current profile. The cancellation has
two distinct parts: the H-block vanishes pointwise, whereas
the Rab-block contributes only through a weighted total
divergence. The correct statement is therefore the vanishing
of the integrated residual block, not the pointwise condi-
tion Rab ¼ 0.
The same cancellation mechanism has a direct func-

tional counterpart in the FRG discussion of Sec. III D.
Under the correspondence summarized in Table I and
Appendix C, the probability density p, the state-space
derivative ∂i, and the diffusion tensor Bij are lifted to the
field-distribution functional P, the functional derivative
δ=δϕðxÞ, and the Polchinski kernel CPol

Λ ðx; yÞ, respectively.
Hence, the residual sector in Eq. (41) is the functional
analog of the finite-dimensional residual sector derived
above. In the zero-current sector at fixed RG scale, the
functional potential-constraint block vanishes, while the
weighted functional remnant becomes a functional total
divergence. Under the same functional boundary condi-
tions used in the integrations by parts, the integrated
residual block therefore gives no contribution, leaving the
curvature-Hessian balance used in the FRG formulation.
It remains to identify the Wasserstein structure behind this

compatible sector. In the JKO-Otto formulation, tangent
vectors to probability space are represented by transport
potentials, and the corresponding currents are gradient
transport currents with respect to the Wasserstein mobility
structure [49–51]. Accordingly, at fixed RG scale, the
coupling-direction variation of the probability functional is
represented by a functional transport potentialΨa½ϕ� through

∂P½lnΛ;ϕ; λ�
∂λa

¼ −
Z
M
ddx

δ

δϕðxÞ
�
P½lnΛ;ϕ; λ�

Z
M
ddyCPol

Λ ðx; yÞ δΨa½ϕ�
δϕðyÞ

�
: ðB10Þ

The same definition applies to the b-direction withΨb½ϕ�. Because the Polchinski kernel is independent of the field coordinate,
it is a fixed mobility kernel on each RG slice. Under this constant-mobility convention, the pulled-back functional Wasserstein
Hessian of E½P� is

HessWðEÞðΨa;ΨbÞ ¼
Z

DϕP

�Z
M
ddxddyddzddwCPol

Λ ðx; zÞCPol
Λ ðy; wÞ δ2Ψa

δϕðxÞδϕðyÞ
δ2Ψb

δϕðzÞδϕðwÞ

þ
Z
M
ddxddyddzddw

δ2VPol½lnΛ;ϕ�
δϕðxÞδϕðyÞ CPol

Λ ðx; zÞCPol
Λ ðy; wÞ δΨa

δϕðzÞ
δΨb

δϕðwÞ
�
: ðB11Þ

Equation (B11) is the functional lift of the fixed-mobility
Wasserstein Hessian. Here, the word “fixed” refers to the
mobility structure on field-configuration space at a given RG
scale. It does not requireCPol

Λ ðx; yÞ to be local or independent
of the continuous labels x, y; the kernel may remain nonlocal
and scale dependent. What is held fixed in the Hessian
calculation is its dependence on the field configurationϕ. The

first term in Eq. (B11) is the kernel-weighted Hessian-square
contribution from the entropy part of E½P�, while the second
term is the Hessian of the Polchinski potential evaluated on
the CPol

Λ -weighted transport directions. This is why the
potential-Hessian term contains two Polchinski kernels.
This functional Wasserstein Hessian describes the gra-

dient-transport sector of probability-space geometry.
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A general off-shell probability current may contain non-
gradient, or rotational, components, but such components
are not included in the Wasserstein gradient representative
used in the compatible sector. The residual block in Eq. (B2)
thereforemeasures the obstruction to the Fisher-Wasserstein
Hessian matching before this compatible restriction is
imposed. The zero-current reduction derived above removes
this obstruction at the integrated level, yielding the curva-
ture-Hessian balance used in the FRG formulation.

APPENDIX C: FOKKER-PLANCK-FRG
CORRESPONDENCE DICTIONARY

The Polchinski evolution in Sec. III A changes the field
distribution and hence the statistical distinguishability of
neighboring theories. This Appendix summarizes the
operations that relate the construction of Sec. II to the
field-theoretic formulation. Table I identifies the variables,
and Table II summarizes the associated operations.
The flow is oriented toward decreasing cutoff, so that

t ↔ lnðΛ0=ΛÞ and ∂t ↔ −d=d lnΛ. With the field con-
figuration as the state, state-space derivatives become
functional derivatives, while ∂a ¼ ∂=∂λa acts on the cou-
pling coordinates. The Polchinski kernel in Eq. (21)
replaces the diffusion tensor in Eq. (1); it is independent
of the field configuration at each scale but may be nonlocal
in x, y. We work in a regularized representation with a fixed
integration measure, assume that coupling derivatives
commute with functional integration and field derivatives,
and require the probability current and its relevant deriv-
atives to decay sufficiently rapidly to eliminate functional
boundary terms.

APPENDIX D: DETAILS OF THE SCALAR-FIELD
EXAMPLE

This Appendix derives the initial metric deformation (48)
and the curvature formulas (50) and (51) and evaluates the
residual Iab in Eq. (52) for the initial two-coupling family in
Sec. III E.

1. Initial RG deformation of the Fisher metric

We evaluate Eq. (33) at the initial RG scale, writing
C ¼ CPol

Λ0
. At this fixed scale, ∂aC ¼ ∂aVPol ¼ 0 for

a∈ fr; ug, and Cðx; yÞ ¼ Cðy; xÞ. The initial family (44)
satisfies ∂a lnZ ¼ −hOai0, so

∂a lnP0 ¼ −Oa þ hOai0;
δ

δϕðxÞ ð∂a lnP0Þ ¼ −
δOa

δϕðxÞ :

ðD1Þ

The expectation hOai0 depends on the couplings but not on
the individual field configuration being varied, so its field
derivative vanishes. For the component ΨðxÞ of the
probability velocity (26), coupling independence of C
and VPol gives

∂aΨðxÞ ¼ −
Z
M
ddyCðx; yÞ δ

δϕðyÞ ð∂a lnP0Þ

¼
Z
M
ddyCðx; yÞ δOa

δϕðyÞ : ðD2Þ

Inserting Eqs. (D1) and (D2) into Eq. (33) yields

Ġab ¼−
Z
M
ddxddyCðx;yÞ

	
δOa

δϕðyÞ
δOb

δϕðxÞþ
δOb

δϕðyÞ
δOa

δϕðxÞ



0

¼−2
Z
M
ddxddyCðx;yÞ

	
δOa

δϕðxÞ
δOb

δϕðyÞ



0

: ðD3Þ

The second equality follows by exchanging x, y in the first
term and using the symmetry of C. This establishes the first
line of Eq. (48) for the initial interacting distribution.
For a fixed infinitesimal coupling separation

dλ ¼ ðdr; duÞ, define

fϕðxÞ≡ dλa
δOa

δϕðxÞ ¼ drϕðxÞ þ du
6
ϕðxÞ3: ðD4Þ

If C is symmetric with nonnegative eigenvalues, con-
tracting Eq. (D3) with dλadλb gives

Ġabdλadλb ¼ −2
	Z

M
ddxddyfϕðxÞCðx; yÞfϕðyÞ



0

≤ 0:

ðD5Þ

TABLE II. Correspondence between differential and integration operations in the finite-dimensional Fokker–
Planck formulation and the functional renormalization group.

Fokker-Planck operation FRG operation

State-space integral
R
ddx ↔ Functional integral

R
DϕðxÞ

Index summation
P

i ↔ Continuous-label integration
R
M ddx

State-space derivative ∂i ↔ Functional derivative δ
δϕðxÞ

Second derivative ∂i∂j ↔ δ2

δϕðxÞδϕðyÞ
Parameter derivative ∂

∂θa ↔ Coupling derivative ∂

∂λa

Time derivative ∂t ↔ Scale derivative − d
d lnΛ
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The quadratic form inside the expectation is nonnegative
for every field configuration, and averaging with P0

preserves this sign. At fixed dλ, the left-hand side of
Eq. (D5) equals ∂τds2jτ¼0, where ds

2 ¼ Gabdλadλb. Thus,
the squared statistical distance cannot increase in the first
RG step. This conclusion holds for the initial interacting
distribution and does not rely on the Gaussian
approximation.
For a ¼ b ¼ r, δOr=δϕðxÞ ¼ ϕðxÞ, so the remaining

input to Eq. (D3) is the two-point function. Expanding its
normalized expectation at fixed r about the Gaussian
measure at u ¼ 0 gives

hϕðxÞϕðyÞi0 ¼
hϕðxÞϕðyÞe−uOuiG

he−uOuiG
¼ Dðx − yÞ − u½hϕðxÞϕðyÞOuiG
−Dðx − yÞhOuiG� þOðu2Þ: ðD6Þ

The subtraction in Eq. (D6) cancels the Wick contractions
in which ϕðxÞ and ϕðyÞ pair with each other. For
Ou ¼ ð4!Þ−1 RM ddzϕðzÞ4, the remaining contractions give
4 × 3 ¼ 12 choices for pairing the external fields with
fields at z; the two remaining fields at z contribute
Dð0Þ ¼ I1. Thus, 12=4! ¼ 1=2, and

hϕðxÞϕðyÞi0 ¼ Dðx − yÞ − u
2
I1ðD2Þðx; yÞ þOðu2Þ;

ðD2Þðx; yÞ≡
Z
M
ddzDðx − zÞDðz − yÞ: ðD7Þ

The convolution in Eq. (D7) is the operator product D2.
Substituting this result into Eq. (D3), with traces over the
regulated field modes, gives

Ġrr ¼ −2TrðCDÞ þ uI1TrðCD2Þ þOðu2Þ; ðD8Þ

which is the second line of Eq. (48).

2. Curvature of the Hessian metric

We write Wðr; uÞ ¼ lnZðr; uÞ, Wab ¼ ∂a∂bW and do
similarly for higher derivatives. All indices take values in
fr; ug, and repeated indices are summed. Coupling deriv-
atives are taken before the Gaussian limit u → 0þ.
The Fisher metric in Eq. (45) has the Hessian form

Gab ¼ Wab. Its matrix, determinant, and inverse are

G ¼
�
Wrr Wru

Wru Wuu

�
; detG ¼ WrrWuu −W2

ru > 0;

G−1 ¼ 1

detG

�
Wuu −Wru

−Wru Wrr

�
: ðD9Þ

Symmetry of mixed derivatives simplifies the connec-
tion (A4) and gives

Γabc ¼
1

2
ð∂aGbc þ ∂bGac − ∂cGabÞ ¼

1

2
Wabc;

Γc
ab ¼

1

2
GcdWabd; ∂cGab ¼ −GaiWijcGjb: ðD10Þ

Here, Gab denotes an entry of the inverse matrix in
Eq. (D9). Thus, the connection contains third derivatives
of W. The formula for ∂cGab follows by differentiating
GaiGib ¼ δa

b with respect to λc.
For the curvature sign convention in Eq. (A5), the

independent Riemann component in two dimensions is
obtained from Eq. (D10) as

Rruru ¼Greð∂rΓe
uu−∂uΓe

ruþΓe
rcΓc

uu−Γe
ucΓc

ruÞ

¼ 1

2
ðWrruu−WrruuÞ|fflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl{zfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflfflffl}

0

þ1

4
GcdðWrucWrud−WrrcWuudÞ:

ðD11Þ

The fourth derivatives cancel because mixed derivatives
commute. Derivatives of the inverse metric and products
of connection coefficients leave the quadratic combination
of third derivatives in Eq. (D11). The two-dimensional
relation between this component and the scalar curvature
then gives

R ¼ 2Rruru

detG
¼ −

1

2 detG
GcdðWrrcWuud −WrucWrudÞ:

ðD12Þ

Expanding the sum over c, d in Eq. (D12) yields

R ¼ −
1

2 detG
½GrrðWrrrWruu −W2

rruÞ
þ GruðWrrrWuuu −WrruWruuÞ
þ GuuðWrruWuuu −W2

ruuÞ�; ðD13Þ

where the c ¼ u, d ¼ r term vanishes identically.
Substituting the inverse metric (D9) into Eq. (D13) gives

R ¼ −
1

2ðdetGÞ2 ½WrrðWrruWuuu −W2
ruuÞ

−WruðWrrrWuuu −WrruWruuÞ
þWuuðWrrrWruu −W2

rruÞ�: ðD14Þ

The bracket in Eq. (D14) is exactly the expansion of the
3 × 3 determinant in Eq. (50) along its first row. The
determinant therefore combines the three independent
metric components with their first coupling derivatives.
The remaining identity Rab ¼ ðR=2ÞGab follows from
the two-dimensional curvature relation Rabcd ¼
ðR=2ÞðGacGbd −GadGbcÞ, completing the derivation
of Eq. (50).
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3. Gaussian evaluation of the curvature

We now evaluate the coupling derivatives at u ¼ 0. The
identities ∂rIn ¼ −nInþ1 and ∂rJ4 ¼ −4J5 follow from
∂rDðpÞ ¼ −DðpÞ2. Differentiating the Gaussian metric (47)
with respect to r gives the first three third derivatives below.
The remaining derivative satisfiesWuuuju¼0 ¼ −hðδOuÞ3iG.
The four required derivatives are

Wrrrju¼0 ¼ −ΩI3;

Wrruju¼0 ¼ −Ω
�
I22
4
þ I1I3

2

�
;

Wruuju¼0 ¼ −Ω
�
I1I22
4

þ I21I3
4

þ J5
6

�
;

Wuuuju¼0 ¼ −Ω
�
I31I3
8

þ 3I21I
2
2

16
þ I1J5

4
þ J6

8

�
: ðD15Þ

The last line follows from connected Wick contractions of
three Ou insertions, including their normalization ð4!Þ−3.
The four terms correspond to three, two, one, or no
contractions within individual insertions; each such contrac-
tion gives I1 ¼ Dð0Þ.
Substituting Eq. (D15) and the metric (47) into the

determinant in Eq. (50) gives

�������
Wrr Wru Wuu

Wrrr Wrru Wruu

Wrru Wruu Wuuu

�������

�������
u¼0

¼ Ω3

�
−
I42J4
384

þ I3J4J5
144

−
I2J25
72

þ I32J6
64

�
: ðD16Þ

All explicit factors of I1 cancel in Eq. (D16). Dividing by
−2ðdetGÞ2, with detG ¼ Ω2I2J4=48 from Eq. (47),
yields Eq. (51).

4. Gaussian evaluation of the residual

We evaluate the residual in Eq. (40) for the initial
family (44), keeping C ¼ CPol

Λ0
and VPol independent of

the couplings. All coupling derivatives are taken before the
limit u → 0þ. At the initial RG scale, the definition is

Iab ¼
Z

Dϕ½ð∂a∂bPÞHfunctional þ PRfunctional
ab �j

P¼P0;Λ¼Λ0

¼ ∂a∂bF ½P0� þ
1

2
Ġab: ðD17Þ

At u ¼ 0, the Gaussian propagator satisfies D−1 ¼
ðDbareKΛ0

Þ−1 þ r1 in regulated-mode notation, where 1
is the identity on the regulated modes. The drift potential in
Eq. (21) contains the fixed quadratic kernel ðDbareKΛ0

Þ−1 ¼
D−1 − r1, and hence VPol ¼ ϕTðD−1 − r1Þϕ. Thus, VPol
remains independent of r, although D depends on it. The
translation-invariant operators C and D commute because
they are diagonal in momentum space.
For PG ¼ Z−1

G exp½−ϕTD−1ϕ=2�, derivatives with respect
to the regulated field modes are ∂ϕ lnPG ¼ −D−1ϕ and
∂ϕVPol ¼ 2ðD−1 − r1Þϕ. Using hϕiϕjiG ¼ Dij, the three
terms in Eq. (39) give, respectively,

F ½P0�ju¼0 ¼
1

2
TrðCD−1Þ þ 2Tr½CðD−1 − r1Þ2D�

− 2Tr½CðD−1 − r1Þ�

¼ 1

2
TrðCD−1Þ − 2rTrCþ 2r2TrðCDÞ:

Rearranging gives the first line below. Differentiating twice
with respect to r at fixed C, using ∂rD−1 ¼ 1, ∂rD ¼ −D2,
and ∂

2
rD ¼ 2D3, gives the second line:

F ½P0�ju¼0 ¼
1

2
Tr½CðD−1 − 2r1Þ2D�;

∂
2
rF ½P0�ju¼0 ¼ 4TC − 8rTrðCD2Þ þ 4r2TrðCD3Þ: ðD18Þ

Combining Eq. (D18) with Ġrr ¼ −2TC in Eq. (D17)
yields Eq. (53).
To obtain the mixed and quartic components, we use

the functional counterparts of Eqs. (B3) and (B4). With C
and VPol fixed, the weighted Rfunctional

ab term is a func-
tional total divergence. The assumed boundary conditions
and the score identity ∂a∂bP0 ¼ P0ðδOaδOb −GabÞ
reduce Eq. (D17) to

Z
DϕPRfunctional

ab ¼ −
Z

Dϕ

Z
M
ddxddy

δ

δϕðxÞ
�
ð∂bPÞCðx; yÞ

δ

δϕðyÞ ð∂a lnPÞ
�
¼ 0;

Iab ¼ hðδOaδOb −GabÞHfunctional½P0�i0: ðD19Þ
On this Gaussian profile, the functional version of Eq. (B3) becomes

Hfunctional½PG� ¼ Tr½Cð2r1 −D−1Þ� þ 1

2
ϕTD−1C̃D−1ϕ; C̃≡ 3C − 8rCDþ 4r2CD2: ðD20Þ

The field-independent trace in Eq. (D20) drops out of Eq. (D19), since hδOaδObiG ¼ Gab. Wick contraction of the
remaining quadratic insertion with Or and Ou gives all three components:
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Irrju¼0 ¼ TrðC̃DÞ; I ruju¼0 ¼ Iurju¼0 ¼
I1
2
TrðC̃DÞ þ I2

4
TrC̃;

Iuuju¼0 ¼
I21
4
TrðC̃DÞ þ I1I2

4
TrC̃þ 1

6

Z
M
ddxddyC̃ðx; yÞDðx − yÞ3: ðD21Þ

Equation (D21) expresses the residual entirely in terms of the same initial propagator and Polchinski kernel that determine
the metric deformation. Its first line reproduces Eq. (53), while the other two retain the quartic coupling direction at the
Gaussian boundary.
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