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We calculate the vacuum polarization energy (VPE) of a scalar field in the background of a nonsingular
cosmic string in 2 4+ 1 spacetime dimensions. Our calculation expresses the VPE as a renormalized sum
and integral over scattering data, which can be expressed in terms of Legendre and Bessel functions for the
“ballpoint pen” model, analogous to a square well in curvature, and which can be obtained numerically for
a generic string profile. We show how relationships between the local density of states, expressed in terms
of the Green’s function, and the global density of states, expressed in terms of the Jost function, extend to
this curved spacetime background and allow for precise implementation of perturbative renormalization

conditions.
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I. INTRODUCTION

While there does not exist a fully quantized theory of
gravity, it does appear possible to extend quantum field
theory to a classical curved spacetime background [1],
although subtleties such as Hawking radiation and its
consequences for black hole information remain unre-
solved. Examples in which one can compute the contri-
butions of quantum fluctuations to local densities are
therefore especially valuable for gaining insight into the
interplay between quantum mechanics and general rela-
tivity. In the case of the Schwarzschild metric, calculations
using scattering Green’s functions such as [2-5] make it
possible to demonstrate the emergence of Hawking radi-
ation via a physically motivated choice of vacuum.
However, such geometries inevitably contain singular
points, making it difficult to consider global quantities
that would be obtained via integration over space of local
densities, and one is often restricted to calculations of local
densities in regions with no matter.

In this paper we consider a simpler geometry in two
space dimensions, consisting of a localized defect leading
to a deficit angle at large distances. We consider a defect
with a core of nonzero radius, leading to a nonsingular
configuration in which we can consider regions both
with and without matter. In higher dimensions, this
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configuration would extend to a cosmic string geometry.
We focus especially on the “ballpoint pen”” model [6—8], in
which a region of constant curvature is smoothly joined to a
flat region with a deficit angle, forming the analog of a
square well in curvature, and compute the total vacuum
polarization energy (VPE) of a scalar field in this back-
ground. Local densities in this model were computed
previously in [9,10] which, in principle, could be integrated
over space to obtain the results found here. However, this
integral converges only as a principal value at the step
boundary, so it is not tractable to compute it numerically.
Instead, we show how to use an analytic relationship
between the integral over space of the Green’s function
and the Jost function from potential scattering theory to
circumvent the need to compute this integral, leading to a
fully renormalized calculation in which divergences are
removed via local counterterms fixed by standard renorm-
alization conditions. Our calculation draws on scattering
data derived in Refs. [11,12], but our results differ because
we use only these standard subtractions to implement
renormalization.

We begin by introducing the background geometry and
scattering problem in Sec. II. We then show in Sec. III how
to connect the local density of states, defined via the
Green’s function, to the global density of states, defined via
the Jost function, which is then used to compute the VPE.
We carry out this calculation for the ballpoint pen model in
Sec. IV and discuss our results in Sec. V. In Appendix A we
explain how to extend all of these results to an arbitrary
string profile using a variable phase calculation and in
Appendix B we discuss aspects of analytic continuation in
wave number k and angular momentum 7.

Published by the American Physical Society
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II. MODEL

We consider a free scalar field ¢ of mass p in 2+ 1
spacetime dimensions, for which the action functional is

S=—; [ @AV + ERE 4 2g). (1)

including a coupling to the Ricci curvature scalar R with
strength &£. Of particular interest is the case of conformal
coupling, & = é in two space dimensions. The equation of
motion is

and we consider the spacetime metric [6—8]
ds* = —dt* + p(r)*dr* + r*de? (3)

with a deficit angle 26,,, meaning that the range of angular
coordinate is @ = 0...2(x — ), and we define ¢ = o To
implement the deficit angle without a s1ngular1ty at the
origin, we introduce a profile function p(r) that ranges
from % at the origin to 1 at the string radius r, and beyond.
The nonzero Christoffel symbols in this geometry are [6—8]
Ty = —

I, ="—= and TY =TY =
> 0 0

\I>—‘

p(r)*’
(4)
and because the geometry only has curvature in two

dimensions, all the nonzero components of the Riemann
and Ricci tensors

R
Rpy,g = —Ryg, = Rog = Goo— > and
R
R?@r = _Rfrﬁ = Rrr = 3 (5)
can be expressed in terms of the curvature scalar
R=:2 1’: ,rgl. It obeys the Gauss-Bonnet theorem in two
dimensions,
ro 27/o
/ p(r)dr / rdoR
0 0
4 r p'
S R (r)2 dr
cJo p(r)
4 1

r=ry 1
= 4;:(1 - > =46,, (6
o

gmr=0

for any p(r) with the boundary conditions given above.

Acting on any scalar y, the covariant derivatives simply
become ordinary derivatives, while for second derivatives
we have nontrivial contributions from the Christoffel
symbols,

VoVar = 0px —Theor.  V,Vx =03y
V,Vox =VoV ,x = 0p0,x —T%0ux. (7)

—I7,.0,y, and

and so covariant derivatives with respect to € can be
nonzero even if y is rotationally invariant. In particular,
we have the Laplace-Beltrami operator

02
(@"VoVo+ 9"V, V, )x == (692 + D2> (8)

where D, = -7~ 2 is the radial derivative. The equation of
p(r)or
motion for ¢ then becomes

? 1 1 &
<ﬁ——27>3 St +§R>¢ 0. (9

We define the Green’s function G(r,r, k) for wave
number k, which obeys

1 1 ¢
(7” o T k2> )
1 / /
= g 0 = 8@ =9). (10)

and we furthermore define the changes in radius and
area as

Ar—/o (p(r)=1)dr (11)

and

2
A ="
o Jo

r(p(r) — 1)dr, (12)

respectively.
We can then decompose the Green’s function in a partial
wave basis as

= Z’Gf(r,r’, k)
=0

Z WS (r)w(r.) cos [o£ (0 — '),

(13)

G(r,r k)

where the subscripts indicate the larger and smaller of the
two radii and the prime indicates that the £ = 0 term in the
sum is counted with a weight of one-half, which arises
because we restrict to £ > 0. This sum is written in terms of
the regular and outgoing scattering wave functions, which
are solutions to the radial wave equation
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(——DZ+£+5R)m<r>—kwk<> (14)

normalized according to the Wronskian relation

& o)~ Lamen =2 as)

where the outgoing wave function approaches the Hankel
function HS,) (kr) at large distances.

where ry is the string radius, which gives constant curvature

2(62=1) . . .
R = % inside and zero curvature outside. It has
0

geometrical factors

Vor =1
APt = (_arctan ° — 1) ro and
o’ -1
26 —1
AAPen — —’%OZJF 1 (17)

We consider the ballpoint pen profile function [6-8]

and its scattering wave functions are given in terms of the

2_ A2 -1/2
- -1 } < . :

pPer(r) = [6 5 (o ) r=ro (16)  Legendre functions of the first and second kind P;(i) and
: =T 0’ (1) and the Bessel and Hankel functions J,,, and H(GQ by

en p— en 7r(1 .
W) = O(ro — r)Ainy{)(Gppen( 7) 4 0(r = ro)[J o (kr) + BEngL)(kr)], regular solution, (8)
O(ro—r) [CZ?;P;@ (Uppeln< )+ penQ"p /G p!,. )] +0(r = ro)Hf,l;(kr), outgoing solution
where 6(x) is the Heaviside step function. We have introduced
11 4k?rg
and
nopen 20(=1)7
Az =21 (20)
n 1 1
crr (02 = )0 (MH) (krg) + okro QF ) (W H) (kro)
pen _ 1 _ 1
Diz (= )P (OYHL) (kro) + okroP ) (MHL,) (kro)
goen (62 - I)P;(i)/(,l,)Jaf(k’”O) + akroP;(i) (%)J;f(kro) (21)
ke — T _ 1 _ 1 ’
(% = )Py (DHL) (kro) + okroP; ) (MHL) (kro)

where a prime denotes a derivative with respect to the function’s argument and we have assumed # > 0. While all four
coefficients can be obtained by matching the wave function and its first derivative at r = ry, here we show only the
combinations of these coefficients that we will need; the product A}, D} is particularly simple due to the Wronskian

relation. We can then extract the Jost function F,(k) [13,14] from the BY 1 coefficient as [11]

en (krg)? ¥ Vg (1,0 (1,0
F?y (k) = (02 — 1){/2 21'0-3/2 (62 —_ 1)Pl/(i)/ ; Hgf (kro) + O'kropy(i) ; Haf/<kr0) (22)
by using
en Fz/’(_k)
1+2BY = , 23
Y E W) )
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where the normalization is chosen to give the asymptotic
limit

lim F,(k)e*Ar = 1 (24)

k—o0

with F(—k) = F(k)* for k real. We define the S-matrix

S,(k) = % (25)

which obeys

lime %575, (k) =1 and lim (—=1)7"1S,(k) = 1.

k—o0 f—o0

(26)

We note that it is also straightforward to extract analogous
scattering data for the “flowerpot” model, in which the
curvature is concentrated at a §-function ring of radius r.
However, such a configuration has divergent total energy
due to this sharp limit [15]. In Appendix A we explain how
to obtain scattering data numerically for an arbitrary
continuous profile p(r).

III. POINT STRING AND DENSITY OF STATES

In order to pass from local densities, which can be
computed from the Green’s function, to global quantities
like the total energy, we connect the integral over space of
the Green'’s function to the Jost function. More specifically,
% times the imaginary part of the Green’s function gives a
local density of states, and the corresponding global density
of states is given by 7—1r times the k derivative of the Jost
function [15]. Since the global density of states diverges
with volume, we must consider differences, for example, by
subtracting the corresponding results for empty space, to
obtain a meaningful result. In curved space, this subtraction
is complicated by the changes to the background geometry.

To form a simple comparison, we consider the “point
string” configuration [16—18], which is the ry — 0 limit of
the ballpoint pen. It consists of flat spacetime with the same
deficit angle for » > 0 and the associated curvature con-
centrated at r = 0. We can similarly construct its Green’s
function from the wave functions

in Jye(kr),  regular solution
k) = {H(l)(kr) outgoi luti (27)
of , going solution
and we obtain, for Z > 0,
2k [o?2 )
— irdr(Gf(r, r,k)p(r) — G‘;Olm(r, r, k))
I Jo o
= £ tog ((ikry) V(1)) 28)
rdk

for complex k in the upper half-plane, where the nonzero
imaginary part of k is necessary for convergence of the
integral on the left-hand side. This formula connects the
local and global density of states, generalizing to curved
spacetime the relationship between the spatial integral of
the Green’s function and the Jost function derived in
Ref. [15]. In the limit where k approaches the real axis
from above, the real part of this equation represents the
density of states in channel 7,

1d

Ape(K) = pe(k) = P (k) = — 60 (K)  (29)

where we have defined the phase shift as

1

5y(k) = 2ilog Sy = —arg Fy(k) (30)

for k real.

On dimensional grounds, the vacuum energy density of
the point string goes like r1—3 for p = 0, giving a divergent
total energy. Nonetheless, we will be able to use it as an
intermediate step when renormalizing the VPE of the
ballpoint pen or other nonsingular configurations.

IV. VACUUM POLARIZATION ENERGY

The VPE can be constructed as a sum over the zero-point
energies 1 /k? + y? for all the modes of oscillation of the
scalar field. To put this sum in a tractable form for
calculation in an unbounded region, we rewrite it as an
integral weighted by the continuum density of states, as
calculated above. (We would also need to include the
explicit contribution from bound states, but there are none
for the configurations we consider.) Such calculations
are typically divergent, requiring that we introduce
local counterterms with coefficients defined through per-
turbative renormalization conditions. First, we must make a
free space (cosmological constant) subtraction to account
for the change in area, which multiplies the change in the
free density of states in two dimensions Ap™¢(k) =
252 o/ Aplhee(k) = £22 for k > 0. This subtraction repre-
sents the difference in total energy between the point
string and empty space, which is divergent when integrated
over k. As we will see below, when we combine this
quantity with the difference between the nonzero radius
string and the point string, which has a corresponding
divergence as described in the previous section, we obtain a
finite result.

The only other potential divergence in two space
dimensions is the tadpole counterterm, the coefficient of
which is given by the integral over space of % [9,10]. Its
contribution is given by replacing the phase shift defined in
Eq. (30) by its first Born approximation [15]. However,
when summed over 7, this quantity is independent of %,
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since it is dimensionless and must be proportional to the
dimensionless quantity [,®rp(r)R(r)dr, with no other
dependence on the string background, and it is independent
of u. As aresult, a unique feature of two dimensions is that

|

oK+ 201 d
e= [T 2> [z—,ﬁ

the tadpole term gives no contribution to the energy after
taking the k derivative.

Putting these results together, we can compute the full
VPE on the real k axis,

log ((-1)“%”5,;(@)] —%AA}dk

kAA 1 k

/ \/W{ Z {l—log< lkro)f<"—‘>Ff(k)> ——ﬁ] ‘EAA}dk’ G

=

where the subtraction of the second term in brackets in the
second line does not affect the real part but renders the
integral convergent. In the latter form, the integrand is
analytic in the upper half-plane, allowing us to draw on the
density of states relation in Eq. (28) to ensure that it
correctly describes the VPE.

V. RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

By substituting the Jost function and geometrical factors
for the ballpoint pen and choosing mass p = 0, using
Eq. (31) we obtain the results for the total energy shown in
Fig. 1. Since r is the only scale in the problem for a
massless field, the energy must be proportional to %, so that
ro& is a function of ¢ and & only. Results for both minimal
coupling (¢ = 0) and conformal coupling (¢ = ) are shown
as functions of 6. We see that in both cases the total energy
is everywhere negative and roughly proportional to
—o(6®> = 1). As expected from Ref. [9], the energy is
smaller in magnitude for conformal coupling than minimal
coupling, but not zero in either case.

Ery

hc

[ s 20 25 3.0
-0.01f -

—-0.02F ° m
—-0.03F
-0.04}

—-0.05F

—0.06 F (]

FIG. 1. Total VPE £ in units of of the ballpoint pen string for
a scalar field with mass y = 0, as a function of o, computed using
Eq. (31). The sum over ¢ and integral over k have been truncated
and then extrapolated to infinity. Circles are for minimal coupling
(¢ = 0) while squares are for conformal coupling (£ =

2z i( +3)

We find results of a similar order of magnitude compared
to those in Refs. [11,12] for the limit where o is close to 1,
but our results differ quantitatively because we subtract
only local counterterms rather than the more complex
quantities extracted from uniform asymptotic expansions
and {-function regularization in those calculations. In
particular, our results appear to vanish as 6> — 1 rather
than (¢?> — 1)? as ¢ approaches 1.

The integrand in the second line of Eq. (31) is an
analytic function of k in the upper half-plane, a property we
used to make the connection in Eq. (28) between the local
density of states as given by the Green’s function and the
global density of states as given by the Jost function. As a
result, we might hope to use contour integration to rewrite
the VPE as an integral on the imaginary axis k = ik arising

from the cut in the \/k* + p? term, as is standard in flat-
space calculations [15,19,20]. However, we find that this
integral does not converge. Perhaps related, to first extend
the integral to the entire real axis before closing the
contour, one typically takes advantage of the derivative
of the phase shift being even, but here there are also odd
terms arising from the point string and the free density of
states, suggesting that k should be replaced by vk’ in
these terms.

If it is possible to extend the calculation to the imaginary
axis, an additional benefit would be to make it possible to
use Regge techniques to replace the sum over Z by an
integral over imaginary £ = i, which can avoid problems
associated with the mismatch between sums over £ and ¢
in renormalization [9,10]. As explained in Appendix B, this
replacement can be carried out successfully in our calcu-
lation, but, as with other examples of this technique, only
after analytic continuation in k.
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APPENDIX A: VARIABLE PHASE METHOD

If we instead consider an arbitrary smooth profile
function p(r) that interpolates between i at the origin
and 1 at infinity, we can develop general expressions for the
Green’s function, Jost function, and S-matrix using the
variable phase method.

We define the physical distance r,, which is the solution
to the ordinary differential equation ‘g* = p(r) with r, =
r = 0 at the origin. We can then rewrite the wave equation
in terms of the reduced wave function ¢(r,) = /ry(r)

as [9,11]

(A1)

where r is now a function of r,.

r)? 1
—+T4M+ (f‘z) R] Ger(r.) =Kgep(r.),

—hy () + 2k

o (kr,

o
i) =2 T ) + (Vi) =7

with boundary conditions lim, _o /.. (r,) = lim, _ g, ,(r.) =0,
i*=17 where a prime denotes derivative with respect to the argument and the factor of i(*~

T))hfy,((r*)> + <Vf(r*) 4 p

We define the potential including the centrifugal angular
momentum term as

O'Zfz 1 . 1
Vetr) =T (6= 3R

r

(A2)

and note that near the origin, p(r) z}’ and r ~ or,, and so
the centrifugal term corresponds to angular momentum 7,
while at large distances p(r) — 1 and r — r, + Ar so the
centrifugal term has angular momentum o7

We define the regular and outgoing variable phase
solutions [15] to Eq. (14) in terms of a Hankel functlon
with a Riccati-type rescaling H;)( ) =2 H! » '(z) by
writing

hei(rs)

reg Bk

ex(r) = =3
¢ (kr.)

(1) = gpu(r)HY (kr.), (A3)

which obey the differential equations

2 1

4) hei(r.) =0,

22— 1

4)gf,k(r*> =0,

(A4)

*

lim, oAy, (r,) =1, and lim, _ goi(r,) =
D7 accounts for the difference

in phase between H (kr*) and A ;)(kr ). In practice, we must start the integration for A, ;(r,) with these boundary

conditions imposed at some small value just larger than zero.

We can then compute the Wronskian of these two solutions,

1Y (kr,)

( 210k kr,
T&) [(h}.k(r*) - k%%,k(h))é]ﬂk("*) — hyy(ry) <g/f.k(r*) + kﬁf)())gf,k(”*)ﬂ’ (AS)

AS) (k

which is independent of r,, so it can be evaluated at an intermediate fitting point of our choice. For fixed Z, the Wronskian

goes to 1 as k — oo and obeys W, (—k)
from these results we obtain the Green’s function as

G(I‘ r k 6 1 Z’an(kr*>)hfk(r*<)gfk( *>>COS[0Lﬁ(9—9/)].

= W,(k)* for k real. The Jost function is then given by F,(k) = e~*A"W,(k), and

(A6)

rrfOHf *<)

We(k)

These expressions can then be used to calculate the total energy as in the main text, as well as to compute local densities as
described in Refs. [9,10]. This approach also extends directly to complex k in the upper half-plane [15].
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APPENDIX B: COMPLEX ANGULAR
MOMENTUM

The deficit angle background complicates standard
techniques for computing quantum corrections because it
leads to a quantized angular momentum o7 for integer 7,
which must be compared to angular momentum ¢ for the
free background. As a result, one often does not obtain
term-by-term cancellation in the resulting sum over 7. In
some cases, such as conical geometries [21,22] and the
point string [9], this problem can be addressed by replacing
the discrete # sum with a continuous Kontorovich-Lebedev
integral over imaginary £, where the wave number & is also
analytically continued to imaginary values [23,24].

G(r,r . ix)

1 [ idl
o [T o [a(Z- 001 | [y o) - w0,
2 0 Slnh;ﬂ o lKl lKl iK,—i iK, 1—

Our analytic scattering data results for the ballpoint pen
extend directly to complex Z, as does the density of states
relation in Eq. (28). For quantities involving sums of
analytic functions over 7, in particular Eq. (13) or the
second line of Eq. (31), breaking the cosine into complex

exponentials and then multiplying by W, which has
poles of unit residue at integer 7, allows us to equate the
original sum to a contour integral in complex ¢ over a
semicircle in the right half-plane. In the limit of large
radius, the contribution of the semicircular arc goes to zero,
leaving only the contribution on the imaginary axis, which
by symmetry can then be simplified to an integral over
the positive imaginary axis only. The Green’s function in

Eq. (13) thus becomes [9]

(B1)

with il = £ and k = ix. We note that the difference of regular functions becomes proportional to the outgoing function, so
that the jump condition arises via the angular dependence while the radial dependence is continuous. Similarly, we find for

the analytic continuation of the integrand in Eq. (31),

KAA

oo/
—1 (o’ I)F . _ =
> |etor ) Felin) ~ 5 E2

=0

where again il = ¢ and k = ix. We have checked that
these integrals agree with the original sums, but because
they are applicable only for imaginary k = ik, further
modification to close the contour integral would be needed
to apply them to the full calculation of the energy.

We also note that when ¢ is not a real integer, for r < ry
in the ballpoint pen model it is computationally preferable
to take as independent solutions P‘ and P rather than

Py(% and Qf )" With this replacement made throughout,
the expressions for the scattering data hold as above, except
that the product of the A,, and D, coefficients
becomes 5.

We can also extend the variable phase method of
Appendix A to complex ¢. The calculation given there
is valid when 7 is an integer (though it also gives the
correct result for £ any positive real number). To carry out
the analytic continuation in #, we must use a modified
approach that is instead valid only when # is not an
integer. In this case, the calculation of the regular wave
depends much more sensitively on the boundary con-
ditions at the origin. As a result, we must replace the
simpler boundary conditions on A, (r,) given in
Appendix A by those obtained from the expansion of
the free regular solution

iio—1)

o

wcoth®dA[ kAA d : .
} —ImA . [2”(%+%)—mclog ((K}"O) v Fm(lK)):|, (B2)

W) Tl

h Rl -
ex(ry) r[ +<21

and we must furthermore introduce overall factors of % in
the expressions for the Wronskian in Eq. (AS5) and the
Green’s function in Eq. (A6), which then cancel in the
latter equation. [After introducing these same factors
of 2 7 we can similarly use the boundary condition
hs i (r.) = r, for the case of nonzero integer # discussed
in Appendix A, along with the limit described in Eq. (B5)
below for the case of £ = 0.] We thus obtain the Green’s
function as

T
G — hiiAl=—|0-¢
(r,r,ix) 2”2 rr/ 1/lsmh’1”cos [(o’ | |>]
[ i (7<) g e (r ) Y (i)

I:Ig)(ilch)Wﬂ(iK)
h——lK‘( <) —ﬁix(r*>)ﬂ<_1i)/1(il<r*>)
(_i(lKr*<)W_ﬁ<l.K)

|
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in the same way as in Eq. (Bl), where the Green’s
function is now defined as the right-hand side of
Eq. (A6) divided by 27 and the Wronskian is now defined
as the right-hand side of Eq. (AS5) divided by 27, giving
results that obey Eqs. (28) and (B2). While it appears
that these rescalings could be avoided by appropriate
redefinitions, they become necessary when ReZ = 0.
Such modifications are analogous to the procedure in

Ref. [15] for the £ = 0 case, which uses the limit

. T kr N¥T(=¢)] kr,
Y {1 i <2i> () } - 1“(21') +0(r.)

(BS)

to obtain the behavior of the regular solution &,_q(r,) at
the origin.
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